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BISHOP  HORNE. 


^    Bishop  HORNE,  a  prelate,  diftinguiflied  by 
^   inany  excellent  theological  writings,  was  born  ir> 
\    the  year  173 1,  being  the  fon  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
^    Horne,  rcftor  of  Otham,  in  Kent,  by  whom  he 
^    was  inftruded  ia  the  firft  rudiments  of  learning. 
^    3^ing  fent  to  Magdalene  College  in  Oxford,  he 
was  made  Mafter  of  Arts  in  1752,  and  was  chofcin 
Prefident  of  his  College  in  1768.    About  this  timc> 
he  married  the  daughter  of  Philip  Burton,  Efq,  of 
Eltham  in  Kent.   .  He  fucceffively  took  the  degrees 
of -Bachelor  and  Dr  in  Divinity,  and  was  appointed 
Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majefly.     In  1776^  he 
was  chofen  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  and  continued  in  that  office  four  years* 
In  1781,  he  was  preferred  to  the  deanry  of  Can- 
terbury ;  and,  in  1789,  fucceeded  Dr  l^^got  in  the 
fee  of  Norwich,  on  his  tranflationto  that  of  St 
Afaph.     He  died  on  the  17th  of  January  1792,  in 
the  fixty-fecond  year  oT  his  age.     His  faculties  /:on- 
tiuued  with  him  to  the  laft;  and  he  may  be  truly 
faid  to  have  died  <  the  death  of  the  Righteous/ 
His  mind  was  not  only  remarkably  pleafant  as  his 
end  drew  near,  but  even  lively  and  pleafant*    Whea 
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he  had  received  the  facraw^nt  from  the  hands  of 
his  chaplain,  he  faid  he  felt  himfelf  bleflcd  and 
happy.  To  each  iiKitvidual  of  his  family,  he  gave 
his  benedidtion ;  bidding  them  go,  and  do  all  the 
good  in  their  power.  He  expired  without  a  groan, 
in  the  fame  heavenly  tranquillity  in  which  he  lived; 
and  he  might. have  truly  faid,  as  the  illuftrious  Ad- 
difon  did  in  his  dying  moments,  «  See,  in  what 
peace  a  Chriftian  can  die.' — He  was  interred  in  the 
family-vault  of  his  father-in-law  at  Eltham.  He 
left  three  daughters,  the  eldeft  of  whom  is  married 
to  the  Rev.  belby  Hele. 

BeCdefeveral  lingle  fcrmons,  Dr  Kcmtic  pubUih- 
cd,  in  1769, 5  Coniiderations  on  the  Life  and  I^eath 
of  St  Johi^  theLBaptid,'  in  1 2mo.  This  was  intend- 
ed for  the  youi>ger  (Indents  in  theology,  and  con- 
tains many  pious  and  pr^kal  r«fle£tioQ$.  la  1 77(1 
he  publiflied  in  2  vols  4to,  <  A  Commentary  on  the 
Book  of  Pfalms)  .in  which  the  literal,  or  hiftorical 
Senfe,  as  they  relate  to  King  I>avid,  and  the  Peo- 
ple of  Ifrael,  is  illudrated,  and  then*  Application  to 
Mef&ah,  to  the  Church,  and  to  Individuals,  as 
l^lembers  thereof,  is  pointed  out.'  It  was  after- 
wards pubhihed  in  two  volumes  8vo.— This  pub- 
lication has  great  merit,  not  only  as  it  recommends 
to  our  attentive  regard  an  important  •  part  of  the 
facircd  writings,  but  as  it  ilFuftrates  them,  and  pre- 
fcntsto  our  view  a  great  number  of  pleafing,  folid, 
and  edifying  jpefleftions.  Piety,  indeed,  appears  to 
have  been  a  predominant  trait  in  the  charafter  of 
Dr  Horne,  and  to  have  been  produftive  to  himfelf 
of  that  felitity  and  enjoyment  which  the  world  can- 
not give.  *  Thus,  fpeaking  of  the  fatisfaftion  he 
had  found  m  compo'Gng  this  work,  he  fays,  «  Could 
the  author  flatter  himfelf,  that  any  one  would  have 

.       hulf 


,   BISHOP  HQRNE.  rf 

B^lf  the  pleafurc  in  reading  the  following  expofi*- 
tion,  which  he  hath,  had  in  writing  jt,  he  would 
not  fear  the  lofs  of  his  labour.     .The  employment 
detached  him  from,  the  buftle  arxd  hurry  6f  life,  the 
din  of  politics,  and  the  noife  of  folly :  vanity  anA 
vexation  flew  away  for  a  feafon ;   care  and  dif* 
quietude  came  not  near  hi^s  dwelling.     He  arofe,. 
frefli  as  the  niQrning^  to  bis  talk ;  ^he  filence  of 
the  night  invited  him  to  purfue  it;,  and  he  can 
truly  fay,  that  food  and  reft  were  not  preferred 
before  it.  .  Evexiy  pfalm  improved  infinitely  on  his 
acquaintance  with  it,  and  no  one  gave  him  uneafi* 
nefs  but  the  laft ;  for  then  he  grieved  that  his  work 
wasdone.     Happier  hours  than  thofe  which  hav« 
been  fpent  in  thefe  meditations  on  the  fongs  of 
Sion,  he  never  expefted  to  fee  in  this  world.    Very 
pleal'antly  did  they  paft,  and  move  fmoothly  and 
fwiftly  along  V  for,  whenjhus  engaged,  he  count-r 
ed  no  time.     They  are  gone,  but  have  left  a  relifh 
and  a  fragrance  on  the  mind,  and  the  remem-* 
brance  of  them  is  fy^^eet.'     In.  1777,  he  publifhed 
*  A.  Letter  to  Adam  Smith,  LL.  D.  on  the  Life,. 
Death,  and  Philofophy  of  his  Friend  David  Hume^^ 
Efq*'    In  this  he  points  out  the  pernicious  tendency, 
of  that  philofopher's  writings,  and  the  folly  of  his 
afTumed  levity  in  the  article  of  Death,  in  a  (Irain  of 
argument,  fometimes  ferious  and  fometimes  plea-» 
fant.     In  1779,  he^firft  publifhed,  in  2  vols  8vo- 
The  iSiscouRSBs  now  offered  to  the.  public.     Inr- 
thefe,,  he  appears  to  have  conformed  to  the  advice 
of  the  excellent  Fenelon,  in  his  <  Dialogues  pn  the  . 
Eloquence  of  the  Pulpit,'  that  preachers  would  pay 
an  attentive  and  principal  regard  to  the  Scriptures, 
and  endeavour  to  impref^and  influence  their  hear-^ 
^i^s  by  the  feveral  confiderations  that  are  to  be 
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thence  drawn.  ,  Bp.  Horne,  accbrdinglfi  addrefies 
himfelf  ihore  to  the  heart  than  is  commonly  dcme^, 
in  the  prefent  day,  by  our  argumentative  preachers  i 
and,  confequently,  his  difcoories  are.  more  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  the  end  of  preaching  than  others, 
which  might,  perhaps,  be  confidered  as  fuperior  in 
fiyle  and  compofition ;  although,  even  in  this  infe* 
rior  refpeA,  thefe  (ermdns  are  far  from  being  de- 
ficient. His  lentiments  throughout,  although,  he 
enters  into  no  controveriial  points,  appear  to  be 
what  is  generally  termed  orthodox — In  1784,  he 
pnbliihed,  in  i2mo,  •  Letters  on  In&lellty.'  Thefe 
letters  contain  ftriftures  on  the  nature,  tendency, 
principles,  and  reafonings  of  fome  modern  produc« 
tions  on  the  fide  of  infidelity.  They  are  well  cal- 
culated to  fuit  the  tafle  and  turn  of  the  prefent  age,, 
which  is  not  fond  of  long  and  elaborate  difierta- 
tions  on  religious  fubje^  i  being  written  in  a  con- 
cife,  lively,  and  entertaining  manner,  and  with  a 
due  mixture  of  ferious  argument,  good  humour^ 
and  pieafantry.  The  opinions  of  Hume,  Voltaire^ 
and  other  modern  infidels,  he  often  combats,  very 
fuccefsfuUy,  in  their  own  way,  by  placing  their  ar- 
guments in  a  ludicrous  point  of  view,  and  turning 
the  laugh  againft  themfelves.  As  a  fpecimen  of 
his  ferious  reafoning,  we  fliall  quote  what  he  fays 
in  anfwer  to  the  boaft  of  Mr  Hume's  friendsy  that 
<  few  of  the  profeflbrs  of  Chriflianity  ever  equalled 
him  in  morality,  humanity,  Smd  the  government  of 
their  pajEons^* — To  this  Bp.  Home  anfwers  very 
juftly  and  fenfibly :  •  Thoufands  in  the  firtl  ages\)f 
the  gofpel,  gave  all  their  goods  to  feed  the  poor  i 
renounced,  in  deed  as  well  as  word,  the  world  and 
the  flelh  5  and  joyfully  met  di^ath,  in  its  moft  hor- 
rid forms,  for  the  love  of  their  Redeemer.    Ort 
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the  fame  principle,  timiombered  irvottitudety  in  e»/ 
very  Arcceeding  age,  hafe  manfiiAy  fuftabied  the 
heavieft  calamitfierof  htiman  life,  and  with  fakb 
unfeigned,  and  hope  t)iat  makecii  not  aihamed^ 
yielded  up  their  fonts  into  the  hands  of  their  Crea«^ 
tor.  S€0fi6»  of  thk  kind  are  daily  and  hourly  pai^ 
£ng  in  the  chambers  of  the  fick  and  dying,  as  the75. 
whofe  office  it  is  to  ^ifit  thofe  chambers,  wcU  know. 
To  others  they  muft  remain  unknown,  for  want  o£ 
bi<>grapher»  to  record  them«  £very  Chriftian  that 
lives  in  piety  and  charity,  does  not  favour  the  pub- 
lic with  "  His  own  lift.^*  Every  Chriftian  who  exi- 
pires  in  peace  and  hope,  has  not  the  happinefs  of  a 
Dr  Smith  to  pen  the  ftoryof  his  own  death.' — Itt 
1787,  Bp*  Home  publifhed  a  Vifitation  Sermon,, 
entitled,  «  The  Duty  of  contending  for  the  Faith;? 
to  which  is  fubjoined,  «  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Trini- 
ty in  Unity.* — In  thefe  two  Difcourfes  he  zealoufly 
maintained  the  Athanaiian  do^rine,  as  adopted  hf^ 
the  church  of  England,  and  eonfequently  drew  op» 
pon  himfelf  the  animadveriions  of  an  equally  zea- 
lous champion  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion^, 
Dr  Prieftly^  in  a  pamphlet  entitled.  Letters  to  Dr 
Home,  Dean  of  Canterbury ;  to  the  young  Men 
who  are'  in  a  courie  of  Education  for  the  Chriftian 
Miniftry  at  the  Univerixty  of  Oxford  and  Cam-^ 
bridge  •,  to  Dr  Price ;  and  to  Mr  Parkhurft,  on  the 
Subjeft  of  the  Perfon  of  Chrift— Bp.  Home's  lafk 
pirblication  was,  •  Charity,  recommended  on  its^ 
true  motive :  a  fermonr,  preached  in  the  church  o£ 
St  George  the  Martyr,  Bloomibury,  before  the- 
Governors  of  the  benevolent  Inftitution  for  the  de- 
livery  of  poor  married  women  at  their  own  habita- 
tions, on  Sunday,'  March  3«>th,  1788.'— 

In  this  ferdion  our  truly  benevolent  divine  di£- 
tinguiihes  charity  from  vain,  oftentatious  donation^ 
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and  froth  thofe  fine  feelings  which,  in  fome  per* 
fons,  prompt  a  kind  of  inJlinElive  benevolence* 
This,  he  obferves,  is  not  Chriftian.  charity,  which 
has  a  religious  motive  for  its  objedL  <  If  God  {q 
loved  jus,  we  ought  alio  to  love  one  another ;'  *  a> 
XDOtive.  at  once  rational,  pure,  and  permanent*. 


♦  The  Tc^t,  X  John  i»,  li. 
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JnlAVING  been  prevented,  for  a  time„  by  the 
difcharge  of  a  hborious,  bot  highif  honourable 
office,  from  performing  the  more  immediate .  du- 
tiei  of  my  profefilon,  I  was  yet  defirous,  that  I 
might,  not  feem  to  lofe  the  cietg'yman  in  the  ma-* 
giftrate,  of  Rill  continiiing  to  do  fomethlng  towards 
promoting  the  great  end  afid  purpofe  of  ltfe«  And 
though  the  frequent  returns  of  bufinefs  gave  Httlo 
hopes  of  compo&ng  frefh  difcotirfes,  its  intervals,  I 
thw^tf  'might  faffice  to  digpft  and  pablifh  ibme^ 
which  had  been  already  compofed. 

Thk  form  of  publication  is  generally  fappofed 
lefs  advantageous,  at  preient^  than  any  other.  But 
it  nidtf  be  queftionedi  whether  the  fuppoiition  does 
juftic^  to  the  age»  when  we  confider  only  the  re« 
fpe^, which  hajs  To  recently  been  paid  to  the  fec4» 
mons  of  the  learned  and  elegant  Dr  Blair.  And 
greater  refpeft  cannot  be  paid  them^  than  they  de« 
fefvei. 

The  multitude  of  old  fermof^s  affords  no  argu* 
mcf^  agamf^  the  puUtcation  of  new  ones;  iince 
new  ones  wiU  be  read,  when  old  ones  are  neslef):- 
ed;  and  almeift'aU  mankind  are,  in  this  refpeSj 
Athenians. 

Befides,  there  is  a  tetfie  in  moral  and  religionsy 
as  well  as  in  other  com^politions,  whkh  varies  ia 
different  ages,  and  may  very  lawfully  a»d  innocent- 
ly be  indulged.  Thoufands  received  inftruftioa 
and  eonfolation  formerly  from  fermons,  which 
would  not  now  be  endured.  The  preachers  oF 
them  ferved  their  generation,  and  are  blcffed  for 
evermore.  But  becaufe  provificm  was  made  for  the 
wants  of  the  laft  century  in  one  way,  there  is  no 
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reafon  why  it  fhoald  not  be  made  for  the  wants  oF 
this,  in  another.  The  next  will  behold  a  fet  of 
writers  of  a  falhion  fuited  to  it,  when  our  difcour- 
fes  fhall,  in  their  turn,  be  antiquated  and  forgot- 
ten among  men ;  though,  if  any  good  be  wrought 
by  them  in  this  their  day,  our  hope  is,  with  that 
of  faithful  Nehemiah,  that  our  God  will  remem- 
ber us  concerning  them ! 

But  as  the  produAions  of  every  author,  wha 
adds  to  the  x^umber,  are  expeAed  to  contain  fome- 
thing  new,  either  in  matter,  or  manner,  it  will  na- 
turally be  alked,  what  are  my  pretenfions  ?  I  will 
t^eg  leave  to  deliver  my  fentiments  on  the  fubjeA 
in  the  words  of  the  excellent  and  amiable  Fenblon^ 
extracted  from  the  laft  of  his  moft  admirable  Dia* 
kgues'on  the  Eloquence  of  the  Pulpit. 
•<  "  I  would  have  a  jureaicber  explain  the  whole 
plan  of  religion,  and  unfold  every  part  of  it  in  the 
tnoG:  intelligible  manner,  by  {hewing  the  origin  and 
eftabli£hment,  the  tradition  and  connection  of  its 
principles,  its  facraments  and  inftitutions. 

«<  For  every  thing  in  Scripture  is  conhedled ;  and 
this  connedlion  is,  perhaps;  the  mofl;  extraordinary 
and  wonderful  thing  to  be  feen  lathe  facred  writings. 

«'  An  audieiice  of  ^perfons,  who  had  heard  the 
chief  points  of  the  Mofaic  hiflory  and  law  well  ex- 
plained, would  be  able  to  receive  far  more  benefk 
,from  an  explication  of  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel, 
ithan  the  generality  of  Chriflians  are  now. 
*  ««  Preachers  fpeak  every  day  to  the  people  of  the 
Scriptures,  the  Church,  the-Patriarchs,  the  Law, 
the  Gofpel;  bf  Sacrifice,  of  Mofes,  and  Aaron,  and 
Melchifedek;  of  Chrift,  the  Prophets,  and  Apof- 
tles ;  but  there  is  not  fufficient  care  taken  to  in- 
ftru'ft  men  in  the  meaning' of  thefe  things,  and  the 
character  of  thefe  holy  perfons. 
;       ..:  «This 
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•"«  This  way  of  having  rccourfe  to  the  firft'foun* 
datioDs  of  religion^  would'befo  far  from  feetning 
low,  that  it  would  give  moll  difcourfes  that  for^e 
and  beauty  which  they  generally  want;  iinCe  the 
hearers  can  never  be  inftrufted  or  perfuaded  in  the 
myfieries  of  religionj  if  you  do  not  trace  things 
back  to  their  fource* 

t€  For  example — ^How  can  yon  make'  them  tm- 
derftand  what  the  church  fay»i  after  St  Paul,^  that 
Jefus  Chrifl  is  our  passovek,  if  you  do  not  explain 
to  them  the  Jewifh  Paflbvcr,  which  was  appomted 
to  be  a  perpetual  memorial  of  their  deliverance 
from  Egypt,  and  to  typify  a  more  important .  re- 
demption, that  was  referved  for  Mej9iah. 

«  Almoft  every  thing  in  religion  is  hiftoricaU 
The  beft  way  pf  proving  its  truth,  is  to  reprefent  it 
juftly ;  for  then  it  carries  its  own  evidence  along 
with  it.  A  Coherent  view  of  the  chi^  faAs  rela- 
tive to  any  perfon,  or  tranfaAion,  fhould  be  given 
in  a  concife,  lively,  cloTe,  pathetic  manner,  accom* 
panted  with  fuch  moral  reflexions  as  arife  from  the 
feveral  circumftances,  and  may  heft  inftruA  the 
hearers* 

««  A  prea4:her  ought  to  affcft  people  by  ftrong 
images  i  but  it  is  from  the  Scripture  that  he  fhould 
learn  to  make  powerful  impreffions*  There  he 
may  clearly  difcover  the  way  to  render  fermons 
plain  and  popular,  without  lofing  the  force  and  dig- 
^  nity  they  ought  always  to  poflefs. 

««.  If  the  clergy  applied  themfelves  to  this  mode 
of  teaching,  we  fhould  then  have  two  different  forts 
of  preachers.  They  who  are  not  endowed  with  a 
.  great  fhare  of  vivacity,  would  explain  the  Scripture 
clearly,  without  imitating  its  lively  and  animated 
manner ;  and  if  they  expounded  the  word  of  God 
Jadiciouflyi  and  fupported  their  do^ine  by  an  ex- 
emplary 
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emplaiyiifei  they  would  beverf  j^ood  pfeacbers. 
They  would  employ  What^St  Amteofe.require^^  ai 
chtifte^  fimplC)  dear  fiyle^  full  of  weiglit.  luid  gra* 
vityt  williQiU  afieftyig  eleganoe,  or  ddTpMng  the 
fmoothnefs  and  graces  of  langti^e.  Tbe  other 
forty  being  of  a  poetical  torn  of  xniodi  would  €X» 
plain  the  holy  book  in  its  own  ftyle  and  figures  | 
and  by  that  means  become  accompliihed  preachers. 
The  forcner  would  infti^id:  their  heavers  wfith  foli*> 
dity  and  perfpicuity  ( the  latter  would  add  to  this  in^ 
ftniAion  the  fuUimkyj  the  vdiemence,  tad  divine 
eBthttfiafm  of  the  Scripture,  which  would  be  (if  I 
may  fo  fay)  entire  and  lining  in  thein»  as  acuich  as 
it  can  be  in  aien^  who  iare  not  miraculovfly  inspired 
from  above*** 

Tbis)  Reader^  is  the  model  which  I  have  chofen^ 
and  after  which  I  have  humbly  endeavoured  to 
work.  I  cdunt  not  mylelf  to  have  attained**— Far» 
very  far  isndeed  from  it  \  as  you  will  too  foon  dif* 
cover.  I  have  Aot  yet  been  able  by  any  means  to 
fatisfy  myfelf ;  nor  <an  I  hope  to  (attkyyoui.  I 
have  done  as  wdl  as  I  could  ^  aod  know  not  that 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  better.  Nobler  and 
tnore  exteniive  ideas  rife  before  me  s  but  pbnmng 
and  executin;g  are  very  di^rent  things.  Tjime  haf*- 
tens  forward;  and  UfCy  attended  with  its  cares^  per«> 
haps  its  forrows,  will  quickly  have  mn  its  eourfe. 
Accept  fuch  as  I  can  give^  sttid  pardon  errors  and 
imperfeAions.  I  fiand  at  the  door  of  the  tetnpk^ 
with  my  torch*  If  you  would  view  it^  glDrreS|  en« 
ter  iuj  and  there  dwejii  .for  ever. 
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■And  God/aid^  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  aftet 
Qur  likenefs ;  and  let  them  have  dominion  over  the 
jijh  of  thefeaf  and  over-  the  fiyivl  of  the  air,  and 
over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over 
every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth. 

CURIOSITY  naturally  prompts  us  to  enquire 
into  the  records  of  the  family,  or  fociety,  to 
"which  we  belong.  Every  little  incident,  that  befeV 
our  anceftors,  is  colle^ed  with  care,  and  remem« 
bered  with  pleafure.  The  relation  it  bears  to  u$ 
gives  it  confequence  in  our  eyes,  though,  in  the 
eyes  of  others,  it  may  feem  to  have  none*  The 
mind,  in  Its  progrefs.  Ends  attention  excited,  as 
the  velocity  of  a  falling  body  is  increafed ;  nor  caa 
it  repofe  jtfelf  at  eafe  on  any  account,  which  flops 
ihort  of  the  original,  and  firft  founder  of  the  com- 
mimity. 

Every  motive  of  t^iis  fort  confplre«  to  animate 
our  refearches  into  th^  origination  of  mankind,  and 
the  biftory  of  our  common  progenitor.  We  can- 
not but  earneftly  and  anxioufly  wifh  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  circumftances  relative  to  the  father  of 
that  family,  of  which  all  nations  are  parts ;  to  dis- 
cover and  furvey  the  root  of  tbattree,  whole  bnm«> 
ches  have  overfpre^d  the  earth. 

Vol.  LB'         Nor 
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Nor  can  ftjfch  invHUgatioh  be  deemed  matter  oF 
*ciiriofity  only.     To  form  proper  ideas  of  man,  it  is 
ncceflary  we  ihould  view  him,  as  he  came  from  the 
hands  of  his  Creator.     We  muft  know,  in  what 
ftate  he  was  placed,  what  'were  the  duties  refulting 
^rom  that  ftate,  and  what  the  powers  whereby  he 
^was  enabled  to  perform  them.     We  muft  learn, 
^whether  he  be  now  in  the  fame  ftate,  or  whether 
an  alteration  in  his  ftate  itiay  not  have  fubjeded 
>him  to  new  wants,'  and  new  obligations.     Upon  a 
knowledge  of  thefc  particulso's,  every  fyftem  of  re- 
ligion and  morality  muft  be^  conflrufted,  which  is 
Hefigficd  for  the  ufe  of  men.     A  fyftem,  in  which 
-the  confideration  of  thefe  hath  no  place,  is  like  a 
a  courfe  of  diet  prefcribcd  by  a  phyfician,  nn«c* 
-quainted  with  his  patient's  conftitution,  and  with 
the  natuf  e  Df  the  difcafe  under  which  he  has  the 
ixtisfortufie  to  labour. 

,-  It  is  obvious  to  remai'k,  that  this  knowledge  of 
}nfmd(n 'nlri!Ure,  of  what  it  was  at, the  beginning, 
^tmd  what  alterations  have  fince  happened  in  it,  is 
ti^knowledgeto  the  attainment  of  which  no  ftrength 
of  genil»,  no  depth  of  reafoning,  no  fubtlety  of 
tnetaphyfical  difquifition  can  ever  lead  us.  It  is  a 
Snatter  of  faA,  and  muft  be  afcertained,  as  matters 
of  faft  are,  by  evidence  and  teftimony.  But  he  on- 
ly, ivho  made  man,  can  inform  us,  how  man  was 
:inade ;  with  what  endowments,  and  for  what  pur* 
pofes.  H  he  hath  not  done  it,  the  world  is,  of  ne- 
ceffity,  left  in  utter  ignorance  of  fo  capital  a  point. 
-And  this  refleftion- alone  may  fupply  the  place  of 
^  thoufand  arguments,  to  convince  us  that  he  hath 
^one  it. 

.  We  find  an  opinion  current  through  heathen  an- 
tt^Ejuity,  that  all  is  not  right  with  the  human  race  \ 
.that  things  were  not  at  firft  as  they  are  now,  but 

that 
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jdKat ^change  hs^tk  beep  mtrpduced  for  the,  ^orfii^-^ 
When  the  plailofpphers  tell  as,  tha^  manl^iiHl  Wi^r^' 
Ibnt  upon  earth  to  do  penance  iojr  crimes.  1^  them^^ 
committed  in  a  pre-exifient  ftate^  v^l^t  is  it  bat 
faying,  that  man  once  ws^  upright  and  bappj  I  bfUt 
that,  ceaiing  to  be  upright,  he^afe^to  bf  tiapp^i- 
and  that  natural  evil  is  the  cp^iieqvrace  and  p^r 
niihment  of  moral.    Nor  is  it  at  all  diffic^lt  |9  <l^ 
cen^,  through  the  fi£Hon$  of  the  poet$>  thpfe  tmtk^ 
yirhich  gave  birth  to  them,  while  we  read  of  a  gal4r 
^  s^ge»  when  righteoufnefs  and  p^a^e  ]|»fi^  esich. 
other ;  of  a  man  framed  of  day,  and  animal  by 
a  fparl^  of  celeftial  fire ;  of  a  woman  end^^^^.withk 
every  gift  and  grace  from  above ;  apd  <tf  the  fals|t  - 
caiket,  out  of  which,  when  opened  by  her^  a  fli^^ 
of  calamities  overfpread  the  earth ;  but  not  witha^t 
a  referye  of  iiope,  that,  at  fome  future  period  ^ 
refreihiiAcnt  and  reftitution,  they  (bould  be  done ' 
away.    Such  are  the  fbadowy  fceaet ,  which*  Iqf 
the  fain^  glimmering  of  tradition,  refle^M  from  an  < 
c^igiQal  revekition^  preieat  tbemftl^m  in^hftt  night : 
^i  the  world,  the  sera  of  pagan  iabh^  and  delufion^ . 
when  the  imaginations  of  pc^ry  and  the  coojec* 
tares  of  philofophy  were  equally  unabk  to  fupply 
the  information  which  had  b^en  long  loft,  conceri^ 
ing  the  origin  of  the  world,  of  man,  and  of  evil- 

With  this  information  we  are^^furniihed  by  the 
writings  of  li^ofes,  penned  under  the  dire^ion  of 
him  who  giveth  to  man  the  fpirit  of  uaderAanding, . 
for  the  inftruftion  of  ages  and  generatims.  "Vfe  * 
are  told,  by  whom  the  matter  of  which  our  fyftctu 
is  compofed,  was  brought  into  being  i  and  in  iflxat 
manner  the  fcveral  objeAs  around  us  were  gradu- 
ally and  fucceffively  formed,  till  the  whole,  com- 
p|eady  fini(hcd,  .and  furveyed  by  its  great  author*  . 

^2^  wa*^ 
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was  pronounced  good,  or  fit,  in  every  refpeft,  to* 
anA^rer  the  end  for  which  it  was  dciigned. 

After  this  are  related  the  particulars  concerning 
the  formation  of  man ;  the  time  of  his  produ^ion  ; 
the  refolution  taken  upon  the  occafion ;  the  mate- 
4-ials  of  which:  he  was  compofcd ;  the  divine  image 
in  which  God  created  him  ^  and  the  dominion  over 
•the  creatures  with  which  he  was  invefted.  It  is  in- 
tended, in  the  following  difcourfe,  to  offer-  fuch 
confiderations,  as  may  be  of  ufe  towards  the  explst- 
.  nation  and  illaftration  of  thefe  particulars,  in  their 
order. 

With  regard  to  the  time  of  man's  formation,  wc 
•may  obferve  of  the  divine  procedure,  what  is  true 
of  every  human  plan,  concerted  with  wifdom  and 
•jbrefight;  that. which  was  firfl:  in  intention,  was 
laft  in- execution.  Man,  for  whom  all  things  were 
made,  was  himfelf  made  laft  of  all.  We  arc  taught 
to  follow  the  heavenly  artift,  ftep  by  ftep,  firft  in 
-the  produftion  of  the  inanimate  elements,  next  of 
vegetable,  and  then  of  animal  life,  till  we  come  to 
the  niafter-piece  of  the  creation,  man,  endued  with 
reaibn  and  intelled.  The  houfe  being  built,  its 
In.h^bitant  appeared ;  the  feaft  being  fet  forth,  the 
gueft  was  introduced  ;  the  theatre  being  decorated 
and  illuminated,  the  fpeftator  was  admitted,  to  be- 
hold the  fplendid  and  magnificent  fcenery  in  the 
heavens  above,  and  the  earth  beneath ;  to  view  the 
bodies  around  him  moving  in  perfe£V  order  and  har- 
mony, and  every  creature  performing  the  part  al- 
lotted it  in  the  univerfal  drama ;  that,  feeing,  he 
xnight  underftand,  and,  underflandipg,  adore  its 
liipreme  author  and  dire£lor. 

Not  that,  even  in  the  original  and  perfeft  ftate 
rof  his  inteileftual  powers,  he  was  left  to  4emon- 
>  ftrate  the  being  of  a  God>  either  a  priori,  or  a  pjle^ 
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rwu    His  Cr^ator^  we  imd  j  imi|ie^iat^tf  9i»^tfeft« 
^diuariilf  to  him,  fnd  coavcF^d  w^.  W?Pi  in-  - 
forming  hiro,  withoijt  all  dojubti  of  ^h^t  hacj  puf- 
fed previous  to  his  own  exifteppe,  wjiich  otljgrvifc  ' 
be  never  could  have  knowt^  \  ii^ftni^Uog  hiizx^  ho^y  ^ 
and  for  lehat  purpofe  the  )¥orlci  an4  p^  Wfwe 
made,  and  to  whooi  he  was  bound  ta^^A^^^e  ^\ 
praife  and  glory,  on  that  aiGCOWt;;^   The  loft  j^f  - 
'this  inftruAion  occafione4  fc^^pf  iusdefcepdi^flt^,  '< 
in  after  ages,  to  worfliip  the  crea$4|re,  iiiftfjst4  ^f 
the  Crc;Uon     Ignorant  of  him.who-'g^v^  the  fi^fi  ^ 
for  a  light  by  day*-  they  fell  proftrate  before  %\^%t 
bright  image  of  its  Maker's  glory,  which  %o  the  * 
eye  of  fenfe  appeared  to  be  the  Go4  that  gpvern^  ^ 
the  world*  ^ 

The  other  parts  of  this  fyftein  \F^r^  prod)ipe4  hy  ^ 
the  word  of  the  Creator.  "  He  fpake,  apd  it  w#s  ^ 
done."  The  elements  were  his  fervants-:  "  he  faid 
to  one,*  Go,  and  it  went  $  to  another,  Coipe,  ap4  ^ 
it'Came ;  to  a  third.  Do  this,''  apd  the  commi/Sipfi  "^ 
was. ini):antly  executed.  ~ But  ^o  the  format|pp  Qf«< 
man  (with  reverential  awe,,an4  after  th^  manner  ^* 
of  men  be  it  fpoken)  he  feems  more  imiixediately  < 
■to  have^ddrefTed  his  power  ^d  wrfdom.  <<LQt< 
us  ma'ke  man;"  AH  things  are  now  ready;  let  the  ' 
work  of  creation  b^  compleated  and  cjrowned  by^be 
production  of  its  pofTefTor  and  lordr  who  is  to  ufe,  < 
to  enjoy,  and  to  rule  over  it ;  "  Let  us  make  man."  ' 

The  phrafeology,  in  which  this  r^9{utknis  coucb'*  - 
ed,  IS  remarkable ;  <<  Let  i^/ make  man-;"  but  the 
Old  Teftament  furniihes  more  infiances  of  a  limij^r 
kind;  «<  Behold,  man  is  become /rik^«#  j^i/^ i  Let 
us  go  down,  and  confound  their  langu^ige ;  Whom 
fliall  we  fend,  and  who  will  go  for  fis  /*"  Thefe 
plural  formsj  th^s  ufed  by  the  Deity,' demand  pur  * 
attention. 

B  3,  Three- 
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Three  folutioiis  of  the  queflion  have  been  ofFered* 
The  firft  is  that  given  by  the  Jews,  who  tell  us^ 
that,  m  thefe  forms,  God  fpeaks  of  himfelf  and 
his  angels.  But  may  we  not  aik,  upon  this  occa- 
fion,— «  Who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
or  who  hath  been  his  counfellor  ?^  With  which  of 
the  angels  did  he  at  any  time  vouchfrfe  to  fhare  his 
works  and  his  attributes  ?  Could  they  have  been 
his  coadjtttors  in  the  work  of  creation,  which  he  fo 
often  claims  to  himfelf,  declaring,  he  wrll  not  give 
the  glory  of  it  to  another  ?  Do  we  believe — do  the 
Jews  believe — did  any  body  ever  believe,  that  man 
was  made  by  angels,  or  in  the  image  and  IHcenefs. 
of  angels  ?  Upon  this  opinion,  therefore,  we  need 
not  fpend  any  more  time.  We  know  from  whence 
it  came,  and  for  what  end  it  was  devifed  and  pro- 
pagated. 

A  fecond  account  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  king" 
of  heaven  adopts  the  ftyle  employed  by  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  who  frequently  fpeak  of  themfelves 
in  the  plural  number,  to  exprefs  dignity  and  ma- 
jefty.  But  doth  it  fecm  at  all  reafonaWe  to  ima- 
gine, that  God  fhould  borrow  his  way  of  fpeakirrg 
from  a  king,  before  man  was  created  upon  the 
earth  ?  The  contrary  fuppofition  would  furely  carry 
the  air  of  more  probability  with  it,  namely,  that 
becaufe  the  Deity  originally  ufed  this  mode  of  ex- 
preffion,  therefore  kings,  confidering  themfelves 
as  his  delegates  and  reprefentatives,  afterwards  did 
the  fame.  But  however  this  might  be,  the  inter- 
pretation, if  admitted,  will  not  fuffice  to  clear  the 
point.  For,  as  it  has  been  judicioofly  obferved, 
though  a  king  and  governor  may  fay  us  and  wf^ 
there  is  certainly  no  figure  of'  fpeech,  that  will  aU 
low  any  fingle  perfon  to  fay,  "  One  of  us/'  when 

be 
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he  fpeaks  only  of  himfelf.  It  isjl  phrafe  that  can 
have  no  meaning,  iinlefs  there  be  more  perfons 
than  one  concerned. 

What  then  fhonld  hinder  us  from  accepting  the 
third  folutionj  given  by thebeft expofitors,  ancient 
and  modern,  and  drawn  from  this  confideraticM)', 
that  ia  the  unity  of  the  divine  efTence  there  is  a 
plurality  of  perfons  co-equal  and  co- eternal,  wh« 
might  fay,  with  truth  and  propriety^  "  Let  us, 
make  man ;''  ^nd,  **  Man  is  become  like  one  of 
tJS ?"  Of  fuch  a  pcrfonality  revelation  informs  us; 
it  is  that  upon  which  the  oeconomy  of  man's  re- 
demption is  founded;  his  creation,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  world,  is,  in  different  paiTages,  attributed  to 
the  Father,  to  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit;  what 
more  natural,  therefore,  than  that,  at  his  producv- 
tion,  this  form  of  fpeech  (hould  be  ufcd  by  the  di- 
vine perfons  ?  What  more  rational  than  to  fuppofe, 
that  a  dodlrine,  fo  important  to  the  human  race^ 
was  communicated  from  the  beginning,  that  mei\ 
might  know  whom  they  worfhipped,  and  how  they^ 
ought  to  worfhip  ?  What  other  good  and  fufficicnt 
yeafon  can  be  given,  why  the  name  of  God,  in  ufe 
among  believers  from  the  firft,  fhould  likewife  be 
in  tlic  plural  number,  conne61ed  with  verbs  and 
pronouns  in  tht  fingular?  *  It  is  true,  we  Chrif* 
tians,  with  the  New  Teftament^in  our  hands,  may 
not  want  thefe  arguments  to  prove  the  doftrine : 
but  why  fhould  we  overlook,  or  flight  fuch  very 
valuable  evidence  of  its  having  been  revealed  and 
jpec^ived  in  the  church  of  God,  from  the  fpundar 
tion  of  the  world  ?  It  is  a  fatisfadion,  it  is  a  com- 
fort to  rcfleft,  that,  in  this  momentuous  article  of 
-our  faith,  we  have  patriarchs  and  prophets  for  our 
fathers ;  that  they  live^l,  and  that  they  died^n  the 
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tti^ief  qf  it ;  th^t  thi;  God  *  d(  Ad^m,  of  Np«h^  ; 
wd  (^  Abr^b^m*  is  Ubewife  our  Gods  and  that  ~ 
when  we  adore  him  in  thr^e  perfon$»  and  give  glorf 
t0  the  Father/to  the  Son*  and  to  ^he  Holy  Gboft, 
we  do  a^  it  was  done  in  the  b^inning*  is  qow,  and  * 
ever-lbali  be. 

Frocecsd  we  to  confider  the  materials,  of  which  % 
man  was  coropofed. 

.  **  The  word  of  the  Lord  once  came  to  the  pror* 
I^et  Jeremiah,  f  faying»  Arife,  and  go  down  to  the 
potter's  houfe,  and  there  I  will  canfe  thee  to  bear  ~ 
jny  words.     Then  he  went  down  to  the  potter's  - 
houfei  and  behold  he  wrought  a  work-on  the  wheel. 
And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  faying,  . 
Behpld  asrthe  claj^s  in  the  potter's  hand,  fo  are 
ye  in  mine  hand." ' 

A  fcenfe  like  this  is^reftnted  to  our  imaginations 
by  the  words  of -Mofes  j  "  The  Lord  God  formed  * 
inan  out  of  the  dufi  of  the  ground  j"  he  t  moulded 
or  modelled  him  as  a  potter  doth  v  we  fee  tlie  work,  . 
$18  it  were,  upon  the  wheel,  rifing  and  growing  na- 
iler the  hands  of  the  divine  artiiicer ! 

The  human  body  was  not-made  of  the  celeftiai 
elements,  light  ^nd  air,  but  of  the  more  grofs  terr 
reftrial  matter,  as  being  defigned  to  receive  and  • 
communicate  notices  of  terreftrial  objefts,  by  oiv 
gaAs  of  a  nature  fimitar  to  them.  In  this  inftance, 
;as  in  another  fince,  God  feemeth  to  have  ^<  chofea 
the  bafe  things-  of  the  world,  to  coilfoulad  things 
honourable  and  mighty,"  ||  when  of  the  duft  of  the 
ground  he  compofed  a  frame,  fuperior,  in  rank  and  < 
dignity,  to  the  heavens  and  all  their  hofts.  They 
whoie  profeiSon  leads  them  to  examine  the  ftruo 
ture  of  this  aftonifhing  piece  of  mechanifm,  thefe 
men  fee  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders 

in 
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m  the  formation  of  the  human  body.  A  contem- 
plation of  its  parts,  and  their  difpotition)  brought 
Galen  upon  his  knees,  in  adoration  of  the  wifdom 
with  which  the  whole  is  contrived  j  and  incited 
him  to  challenge  any  one,  upon  an  hundred  years 
ftudy,  to  tell,  how  any  the  leaft  fibre  or  particle 
could  have  been  more  cpmmodioully  placed,  either 
for  ufe,  or  beauty.  While  the  world  Aall  laft, 
genius  and  diligence  will  be  producing  frefh  proofe, 
that  we  are  **  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  j'* 
that  <«  marvellous  are  the  works,"  and,  above  aJtf, 
this  capital  work  of  the  Almighty ;  and  that  the 
hand  which  made  H  mud  needs  be  vetily  and  in* 
deed  divine. 

*  Into  the  body  of  man,  thus  cbriftrufted,  we  learn 
from  Mofes,  that.  God,  «<  breathed  the  breath  of 
life,  and  man  became  a  living  foul."  The  queflioor 
here  will  be.  Whether  thefe  ^ords  are  Intended  to 
denote  the  rational  and  immortal  foul,  or  the  fen^ 
iitive  and  animal  life  t 

They  arc  certainly  fometimes  ufed  in  the  lower 
of  thefe  acceptations.  "  Ceafe  ye  from  man  whoft 
breath  *  is  in  his  rroflrils.  All  creatures  in  whofe 
noftrils  was  the  breath  of  lifef  died  by  the  flood." 
By  thefe  texts  it  appears  that  the  terms  ^irit  and 
hreath%  are  ufed  to  (ignify  that  animal  life,  which 
is  fupported  mechanically,  by  i'cfpiration  through 
the  noftf ils. 

But  they  are  likewife  ufed  for  the  rational  and 
immortal  foul ;  witnefs  thofe  words  of  the  pfalmift^ 
adopted  l^  our  Lord,  when  expiring  oti  the  crofs ; 
«  Into  thy  hand%  1  commend  my  fpirit."  |[  So  again 
•— "  The  fpirit  §  fhall  retiyn  to  God  who  gave  it." 
And  "  The  fpirit  of  man  f -is  the  candle  of  theLord." 

-Spiritual 
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Sfttritual  eifcnces  and  operations  come  not  under 
the  cognizance  of  thofe  fenfes,  which,  during  the 
prefent  ilate  of  probation,  God  has  been  pleafed  to- 
aiake  the  inlets  of  our  ideas.    They  muft  therefore 
be  reprefented  and  defcribed  to  us,  in  the  way  of 
comparifon  and  analogy,  by  fuch  language  as  is 
commonly  ftyled  JiguraHve^   or  metajAorical*      Of^ 
^nims^l  life,  begun  and  continued  by  refpiration,  we 
have  a  proper  apd  fufficietlt  knowledge.     Fronv  a^ 
€<»ntemplation  of  that  life,  and  the  manner  in  which 
Xt  is  fupported  by  the  air,  we  are  direAed  tp  fram^ 
eur  notions  of  an  higher  life,  maintained  by  the  in- 
fluence of  au  higher  principle.     For  t^s  purppfet. 
the  terms  which  denote  the  former  are  borrowe4 
to  exprefs  the  latter ;  and  we  find  the  words^  tran«- 
dated  fpirit^  and  breathy  fometimes  ufed  for  onC| 
^nd  fometimes  for  the  other. 

But  when  we  confider,  that  maA,  as  othor  Scrips 
tAres  do  t^i^ify,  hi^  within  bini  a  r^^ipnal  foul,  zix 
immortal  fpirit,  which,,  on  iht  diflblution  of  thft 
l^ody,  returns  to  God  who  g^ye  it ;  that,  in  this 
Qrigins^  defcriptiop  of  his^  formation,  we  may  r^? 
^nably  ^y^^td  to  find  both  parts  of  his  comppfitipn 
mentioned  \  and  that  a  perfonal  S)A  of  the  Deity» 
that  of  infpiring  the  breath  of  life,  is  recorded  witk. 
regard  to  him,  which  is  not  faid  of  the  other  crea- 
tures \  we  can  hardly  dp  otherwife  than  conclude* 
that  the  words  were  intended  to  denote  not  only, 
the  animal  life,. but  alfo  another  life  communicated 
with  it,  and  reprefented  by  it ;  in  a  word,  that  man 
confifteth  of  a  body  fo  organized  as  to  be  fuftained 
in  life  by  the  a£bion  of  the  material  elements  upo»> 
it,  and  a  rational  immortal  foul,  fupported,  in  a  fi» 
milar  manner,  by  the  influence  of  a  fuperior'  and 
fp^irkual  agency. 

Wc 
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We  had  occafion  to  obfefve  above»  that  when 
^e  knowledge  of  the  Creator,  farniflied  at  the  be« 
{[kintng  hf  Revelation^  had  been  loft  tn  the  hea« 
'then  world,  men  psMd  to  the  workd  of  hU  hltnd$ 
that  adoration  which  wa«  due  to  him.  The  mate- 
rial ^elements  were  mvcfted  with  divinity  ahd  im- 
Aortality,  and  worlhipped  as  gods.  It  vcizj  how 
be  farther  obferved,  that  to  the  foul  of  man,  ^on* 
-iidered  as  a  portion  of  thefe  elements,  was  attribu* 
ted  the  fame  divinity  and  immortality;  and  thus 
things  natoraf  were  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
things  fpiritual,  a  proper  notion  of  which  could 
not  then  be  attained,  for  want  of  that  inftruAion 
from  above,  which  direAs  us  how  to  transfer  our 
ideas  from  one  to  the  other,  and  to  believe  in  the 
latter^  as  conceived  through  the  medium  of  the 
former.  So  difficult  has  it  evei?  been  found,  for 
the  human  mind,  to  pafs  the  bounds  of  matter,  and 
to  explore  the  invi^ble  wonders  of  the*  fpiritual 
World.  And  whoever  obferves  -the  progrcfs  of  that 
fcheme,  which  is  once  more  fet  up  againft  Revela- 
tion by  fomc,  in  our  own  and  a  neighbouring  na- 
tion, who  afieft  the  title  of  phihfiphersj  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  that  of  Chnjlians^  and  whofe  abilities  one 
cannot  but  lament  to  fee  employed  in  this  manner^ 
will  pei^ceive  its  tendency  to  introduoe  tnaterialifm^ 
and  to  cafry  us  back  again  to  that  ftate  of  darknefi 
from  which  it  pleafed  the  Father  of  lights,  in  mer- 
cy, to  deliver  us,  by  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son. 

But  to  return  to  the  Mqfaic  account  of  man,  of 
whoie  diftinguifhing  excellencies  we  are  taught  to 
entertain  the  moft  exalted  fentiments,  when  we  are 
told,  that  he  was  made  <<  in  the  image  and  likenefs 
•of  God."  For  what  more  can  be  faid  of  a  crea- 
ture, than'tl^t  he  li  made  after  the  fimilitude  of 
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As  "  God  is  a  fpirit,"  the  fitnilitude  here  fpokea 
of  muft  be  a  fpiritual  fimilitude»  and  the  fubjeA  to 
which  it  relates  mufl  be  the  fpiritual  part  of  manj 
his  rational  and  immortal  foul. 

To  difcover  wherein  fuch  image  and  likenefs  con^ 
£fted,  what  better  method  can  we  take,  than  to  en« 
quire,  wherein  confift  that  divine  image  and  like>- 
nefs,  which,  as  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  inform  us,  were  reflorcd  in  human  nature, 
through  the  redemption  and  grace  of  Chrift,  who 
was  manifefted  for  that  purpofe  ?  The  image  re- 
(lored  was  the  image  loft-,  and  the  iaiage  loft  was 
that  in  which  Adam  was  created. 

The  exprefCon  employed  by  the  penmen  of  the 
New  Teftament  plainly  point  out  to  us  this  method 
of  proceeding.  We  read  of  the  new  man  *<  which 
after  God  is  created  ;^  *  and  of  man  being  "  renew- 
ed after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him ;"  f  and 
the  like-  The  ufe  of  the  term  created  naturally  re* 
fer&us  to  man'5  firft  creation,  and  leads  us  to  paraU 
lei  that  with  his  renovation,  or  new  creation,*  by 
which  he  re- obtained  thofe  excellencies  pofleffed  at 
the  beginning,  but  afterwards  unhappily  forfeited. 

And  what  were  thefe  ? — "  Renewed  in  kmnvledge^ 
after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him — Put  on 
the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righted 
oufnefs  and  tru^  hblitiefs^  ecurnrt  rtie  ttxti^etas,  the  Minefs 
of,  or  according  to  truth"  The  divine  image^ 
then,  is  to  be  found  in  the  underft^nding,  and  the 
will ;  in  the  underftan4ing  which  knows  the  truth, 
and  in  the  will  which  loves  it.  For  when  the  un* 
derftanding  judges  that  to  be  true  which  with  God 
is  true,  the  man  is  **  renewed  in  knowledge  after 
the  image  of  him  that  created  him;"  when  the 
will  loves  the  truth,  and  all  its  affbAions  move  ia 
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tic  purfurt  and  praftice  of  it,  the  man  is  <*  new 
created  after  God  in  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs/* 
This  divine  image  is  reftored  in  human  natare>  by 
the  word  of  Chrift  enlightening,  and  the  grace  of 

*  Chrift  reftifying  the  will.  Thefcare,  in  the  endj 
to  render  man  what  he  was  at  firft  create^!  ac- 
cording to  that  paflage  in  the  writings  of  King  So- 
lomon, which  is  the  fhofteft  and  beft  comment 
upon  the  words  of  Mofes— "  God  made  man  up- 
right'*— the  original  word  *  fignifies  Jtraight^   dU 

'  reSi :  there  was  no  error  in  his  underftanding,  no 
obliquity  in  his  will.  He  who  fays  this,  fays  every 
thing.  It  is  a  full  and  comprehenfive  account  of 
man  in  his  original  ftate  y  nothing  can:  be  added  to 
it,  pr  taken  froiti  it.  - 

Such,  then,  was  Adam^  in  the  day  when  God 
crowned  him  king  in  Eden,  and  invefted  him  v^ith 
fovereignty  over  the  works  of  his  handS)  giving 
him  **  dominion  over  the  fifli  of  the  fct,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over 
all  the  earth,  and  over  every  creeping  thiDig  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth.** 

It  appears  to  have  beeri  the  order  of  Providetice» 
that  ^hile  the  flefh  continued  in  fubjeAion  to  the 
fbirit,  and  rpan  to  God,  fo  long  the  creatures, 
mould  continue  in  iubjeftion  to  man>  as  fervants 
are  fubjeft  to  their  lord  and  mafter.  This  original 
ftibjeftion  we  muft  fuppofe  to  have  been  univerial 
and  abfolute.  From  the  creatures  man  has  much 
to  lesfi-n,  but  nothing  to  fear.  If,  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  creation,  or  to  convey  to  his  mind  ideas 
^f  his  invifiyie  enemies,  any  were  at  that  time  wild 
«nd  noxious,  ivith  regard  to  him  tliey  were  tame 
and  harmlefs^.  In  perfefl:  fecurity  he  faw,  he  con- 
*  Vol.  I.  C  fidered. 
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£dered>  he  admired.    Bpt  when  he  rebelled  againft 
his  God«  the  creatures  renounced  thefr  allegiance 
to  him,  and  became,  in  the  hands  of  their  com- 
mon Creator,,  inftruments  of  his  puniftiment.— * 
«« The  beads  of  the  field"  were  no  longer  *' at 
pe^ce  with  him.**     Yet  in  confeqtience  of  the  new 
covenant  and  promife  to  redeem  man  and  the  world^. 
we  find  it  faid  after  the  flood — "  The  fear  of  you 
and  the  dread  of  you  ihall  be  on  every  b^aft  of  the 
«arth,  and  upon  every  fowl  of  the^air,  upon  all  that 
moveth  upon  the  earth,  and  upon  all  the  fifhes  of 
the  fea.*'*  .  So  far  is  the  fuperiority  of  the  human 
ipecies  ftill  preferved,  that  ««  every  kind  of  beafts, 
:and  of  birds,  and  of  ferpents,  and  things  in  the 
fea,  is  tamed,  and  hath  b^en  tamed  of  mankind/'f 
In  fome  cafesj  for  the  fake  of  eminent!^  holy  per- 
fons,  favoured  by  heaven  on  that  account,  the  in- 
ftinfts  of  the  moft  favage  and  ravenous  have  been 
fufpended ;  as  when  fpme  of.  every  kind  aflcmbled 
and  lodged  together  in  the  ark,  and .  when  the 
mouths  of  the  lions  were  flopped  in  the^en  of  Ba- 
bylon; while  -the  righteous  and  greatly  beloved  Da- 
niel was  there.     The  Redeemer  of  the  world  en- 
dlied  his  difciples  with. the  original  privilege—^ 
"'Behold  I  give  you  power  to  tread  on  ferpents, 
and  on  fcorpions  ;  and  nothing  fliall  by  any  means 
hurt  you." J:     Ahdj  agreeably  to  fuch  promife,  St 
Paul  ^<  flioofe  ofF  the  viper  into  the  fire,  and  felt 
.  no  harm."!     The  viiith  pialm  is  a  beautiful  repre- 
fentation  of  the  extent  of  this  privilege,  as  it  was 
poffefled,  at  the  beginning,  by  the  firft  Adam,  and 
as  it  hath  been  fince  reftored  to  the  fecond — ^  O 
Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  ihiQ 
^arth  !  Who  haft  fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens. 
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Otit  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  fucklings  haft  thou- 
ordained"  fti^etigth,  becaufc  of  thine  enemies^  that 
thou-  mighteft  ftill  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 
When  1  coniider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 
fingers,  the  moon  and  the  ftars  which  thou  haft 
ordained  ;  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindfuLof 
him  5  and  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  vifitcft  him  ? 
For  thou  haft  made  him  a-Httle  lower  than  the  an- 
gels, and  haft  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour. 
Thou  madeft  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works , 
of  thy  hands ;  thoo'  haft  put  all  things  under  hts 
feet  r  all  ftieep  and  oxen^  yea  and  the  beafts  of  the 
field  5  the  fowl- of  the  air,  and  the  fifliof  the  fca, 
and  whatfoever  paileth  through  the  paths  of  the 
feas.  O  Lord  our  Lord|  how  excellent  is  thy 
name  in  all  the  earth  P' 

Let  us  indulge  a  few  reflcAions  on  the  foregoing: 
particulars. 

The  imagination  naturally  endeavours  to  fordnt 
fbme  idea  of  the  fe&fations  that  muft  have  arifen 
in  the  mind  of  the  firft  man>  when^  awaking  into* 
exiftence,  with  all  his  fenfes  and  faculties  perfeAy 
he  beheld  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  new  created 
world.  Faded  as  we  muft  fuppofe  its  glory  and  its 
beauty  now  to  be^  enough  ftill  remains,  to  excite 
continual  wonder,  praife,  and  adoration.  Yet*  it 
is  reprefented  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  as  lying, 
under  a  curfe,  as  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain^ 
and  a«  little  hotter  than  a  prifon,  from  which  all^ 
who  are  truly  fenfible  of  its  condition,  and  their 
own,  wifli  and  pray  to  be  delivered,  into  the  liber-* 
ty  of  the  children  of  God.  But  if  fuch  be  our  pri* 
fon,  what  notions  are  we  led  to  form  of  thofe  man- 
fions,  which  our  Lord  is  gone  before  to  prepare* 
for  us,  in  his  Father's  houfe  ?  Creation  was  finifh- 
ed  in  iix  da^^s,  and  we  read,.that|  <<  on  the  feventh*. 

C  X  Godi 
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God  refted  from  all  his  work  whieh  he  created  and 
made/'*  But  the  tranfgrefiion  of  inan  would  not 
fuffer  ym  to  reft.  «  My  Father,"  fays  the  bleflcd 
Jcfus,  «*  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work.''f  Sin 
made  its  way  into  the  firft  creation,  and  is  gradu- 
ally deftroying  it,  as  a  moth  fretteth  a  garment — 
•*  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look  upon 
the  earth  beneath;  for  the  heavens  (hall  vaniih 
away  like  fmoke,  and  the  earth  ihall  w^x  old  like 
a  garment,  and  they  that  dwell  therein  fhaV  die  In 
like  manner.**  t  <«  But  we,  according  to  his  pro- 
mife^  look  for  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs."  ||  We  read  of 
one,  who,  in  vifion,  <<  faw  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth,  for  the  firfl  heaven  and  the  firft  earth 

^  were  paffed  away."}  When  the  new  creation  fhall 
be  finiOied  and  prepared,  an  aA  of  Omnipotence 
'will  be  exerted,  fimilar  to  that  which  pailed  at  the 
jbrmation  of  Adam«  The  Lord  God  will  again 
<*  form  man  out  of  the  duft  of  the  ground,  and 
breathe  into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of  life.''  Froiji 
his  long  fleep  in  the  chamber  of  the  grave,  he  will 

*  awake  to  behold  the  never  fading  glories  of  a  world, 
which  "  will  have  no  need  of  the  fun  neither  of 
the  moon  to  fhine  in  it,  for  the  Lord  God  and  the 
Lamb,"  thofe  brighter  and  inextinguiihable  lumi- 
i;iaries,  fhall  enlighten  it  for  ever.f  The  Almighty 
ihall  again  with  complacency  furvey  the  works  of 
his  hands,  and  pronounce  every  thin^  he  has  made 
to  be  *^  very  good ;"  he  fhall  again  reft  on  the  fe- 
venth  day ;  the  children  of  the  refurreclion  fhall 
enter  into  his  reft,  and  keep  an  eternal  fabbath. 
Liet  us  **  comfort  one  another  with  thefe  words." 

A  viesv 
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A  view  of  the  different  materiak  of  which  man^ 
is  coinpofed,  may  teach  us  to  form  a  proper  cfti- 
mate  of  him.     He  (lands  between  the  two  worlds^^ 
rhe^nat^iral  and  the  fpiritual)  and  partakes  of  both. 
His  body  is  material^  but  its  inhabitant  defcends^' 
from  another  iy  ftem;    His- foul,,  like  the  world  from 
whicb  it^  comes,  is  immortal;  but  his  body,  like 
the  world  to  which  it  belongs,  is  frail  and  perifh- 
able.     Fr-om  its  birth  it  contains  in  it  the  fetxls  and 
principles  of  diiTolution,  towards  which  it  tends^ 
every  day  and  hour,  by  the  very  means  that  nou- 
rifli  and  maintain  it,  and  which  no  art  can  protraft 
beyond  a'certain  term.     In  fpite  of  precaution  and 
medicine,  «<  the  evil  days  will  come,  and  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  he  fhall  fay,  I  have  no  pleafure 
in  them."     Pains  and  forrows  will  fucceed  each 
other,    as    *'  the  clouds   return   after  the  rain,^' 
blackening  the  face  of  heaven,  and  darkening  the 
fources  of  light  and  joy.     The  hands,  thofe  once 
aftive  and  vigorous  "  keepers  of  the  houfe,"  grown 
.  paralytic,  fliall  "  tremble ;"  and  "  the  ftrongjnen,**" 
thofe  firm  and  able  columns  which  fupported  it^. 
(hall "  bow  themfclves,"  and  finkundei?  the  weight.- 
The  external  «  grinders"  of  the  food,  the  teeth,^ 
"  fhall  ceafcy  becaufe  they  are  few,''  and  the  work' 
of maftication  (hall  be  imperfeftly  performed.   Dim 
fuffuiion  ihall  veil  the  organs  of  fight,  "  they  that- 
look  out  oi  the  windows  fhall  be  darkened."^  «  The 
doors//  or-Valves^. «  ihall  be  fhut  in  the  ftreets,"'' 
or  alleys  of  the  body,  when  the  digeftivc  powers 
are  awakened,  and  "the  found  of  the'^  internal 
"grinding  is  low.''     Sleep,  if  it  light  upon  the 
eyt-lids  of  age,   will  quickly  remove  again,   and* 
"he  will  rife  up"  at  the  time  when  the  firft  "  voice - 
ef  the  bird"  proclaims  the  approach  of  the  morning.. 
**  All  the  daughtcrj  of  mufic  fhall  be  brought  low;"' 

e  3  he- 
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he  w81  hear  no  more  the  voice  of  finging  men,  a»<$ 
finging  women.     Timidity  and  diftruft  will  prtdo- 
jninate,  and  he  will  be  alarmed  at  every  things 
*<  he  fliall  bfc  afraid  of  that  which  is  high,  and  fears 
ihall  be  in  the  way."     As  the  early  «  almond  tree,*^ 
when  It  flouriOies  in  full  bloffom,  his  hoary  head^ 
ftrall  be  confpictious  in  the  congregation,  the  fure 
prognoftic  not  of  fpring,  alas,  but  of  winter  ;•  he. 
who,  like  <^  the  graftioppcr,"  in  the  feafon  of  yojith. 
was  fo  fj^ghtly  in  his  motions,  now  fcarce  able  to 
crawl  upon  the  earth,  "  fhall  be  a  burden'*  to  him<- 
fclf,  and  the  organs  of  fcnfe  being  vitiated  and  inv^ 
paired,  «  defire"  and  appetite  «  &iM  fail."     The 
ipinal  marrow,  that  **  fitvcr  cord,"  with  the  infiiaite 
ramifications  of  the  nerves,  thence  derived,  will  be 
relaxed,  and  lofe  its  tone ;  "  and  the  golden  bowl,'* 
the  receptade  of  the  brain,  from  which  it  proceeds, . 
**  fhall  be  broken."      'Die  vcHel,   by  which  as  a.^ 
**  pitchfer,"  the  blood  is  carried  back  to  the  heart 
for  a  frefh  fupply,  "  fhall  be  broken  at  the  foun- 
tain, and  the  wheel,"  or  inftrument  of  circulation^, 
which  throws  it  forth  again  to  the  extremities  o£ 
the  body,  f<  fiiall  be  broken  at  the  ciftern."*— 
When  this  highly  finifhed  piece  of  mechanifm  fhalL 
be  thus  disjointed  and  diflblved,  «f  then  fhall  the 
dufl,"   of  which  it  was  framed,.  "  return  to  the 
earth  as  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  fhall  return  to  God-- 
who  gave  it."     Learn  we  from  hence,  to  bellow  on 
each  part  of  onr  compofition  that  proportion  of; 
time  and  attention,  whieh^  upon  a  due  confidera- 
tion  of  its  nature  and  injportance,  it  fhall  appear  to 
clfiim  at  our  hands. 

to. 

•  •  See  the  PoTtrait  of  Old  y^ge,  in  a  Puraphrsnfe  on  the  fix  forrmt 
*verjei  of  the  xii  chapter  ofMccIcfttiftes,  ^jr  John  Smith,  M.  D.  of  the 
College  of  Physicians;  reivrinted  in  1752,'forK.  WirH£Rg, 
ii  the  Seven  Stars,  between  tne  two  Temple-Gates,  Fleet-Jirteu 
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,    To  ftamp  on  man  his  own  image,  was  the  defiga 
of  .God  in  creating  him;   to  reftore  that  image, 
when  loft^  was  the  defign  o£  Grod  in  redeeming' 
him.     Could  greater  honour  have  heen  done  to- 
human  nature  ?    Never  may  the  guilt  be  ours  of-^ 
d^bafihg  our  nature,  and  obliterating  «  this  image 
and  fuperfcription ;"  a  fpecies  fiirely  of  trcafon  ar- 
gainft  the  raajefty  of-  heaven*     Sloth  will  obfcure 
the  fair  impreffion  v  its  attendants^  igtiorancc  and 
vice,  will  dieftroy  it;     Let  diligence  therefore  be 
appointed^  to  watch-  over  it,  and  to  retouch,  from . 
time  to  time,  the  lines  that  are  faded;  ti!l,  the 
whole  ftanding  confeffed  in  knowledge,  righteout- 
nefs,  and  true  holinefs,  men  may. glorify  our  Fa- 
-  ther  which  is  in  heaven,  while  they  behold. his  re^- 
femblance  upon  earths     So  ihall  we  anfwer  the 
ends  of  our- creation  and  redemption,  and  ferve  our 
generation  in  the  moft  eS'eftual  manner.      And 
t4iough,  when  this  is  done,  we  muft  clofc  our  eyes 
in  death,  and  fl^ep  with  our  fathers;  yet. the  hour- 
Gometh,  in  which  we  fhall  open  them  again,  to 
**  behold  thy  face,  Q  God,  in  righteoufnefs ;  wc 
.fhall  be  fatisiied^  iwhen  we  awa)ce  with  thy  like- 
nefs."  ♦ 

Was  Adam  inverted  with  fovereignty  over  the 
creatures  ?  Obferve  we  from  hence,  that  man  was- 
.made  to  rule..    Majeft4c  in  his  form,  he  was  or- 
dained tp  trample  upon  earth,  and  afpire  to  heaven^^ , 
which,  without  putting  a  force  upon  nature,  he 
cannot  but  behold,  and  regard..    In  the  original. 
fi\bje6lion  of  the  creatures  we  fee  what  ought  to  b^ 
that  of  every  defire  and  appetite,  tcrreftrial  and 
animal,   to  the  ruling  principle  within  hs.     The 
fubtlety  of  fome  creatures,  and  the  fiercenefs  of- 
others,. now  exliibit  to  us  the  difficulty  of  fubduing. 

and 

•  Pf.  xyii.  15. 
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and  governing  the  paffions^  broken  loofe»  like  tRemy* 
from  the  dominion  of  their  mafter ;  infomuch,  that 
the  apoftle^  who  afierts,  that  every  creature  may 
be,  and  has  been  tamed  of  man,  yet  fays  of  one 
part  of  man,   the  tongue,  «  it  is  a  deadly  evil, 
which  no  man  can  tame,"  meaning,  by  his  own 
powers.    Through  the  redemption  and  grace  which 
are  by  Chrift  Jefiis,  this  dominion,  as  well  as  the 
©ther,^  is  reftored,  not  only  over  our  own  paiBonSj  - 
but  over  ftill  mere  formi'cteble  opponents,  the  evil 
fpirits  in  arms  againft  us.     For  thus  our  Lord  gave 
his  difciples  power  not  only  over  the  natural  "  fen- 
pents  and  fcorpions,"  but  over  fome,  whofe  venom 
is  of  a  more  malignant  and  fatal  kind  ;  ««  ov^r  all 
the  power  of  the  enemy."     The  apoflles  return^i 
cd,   accordifigly,    crying  out,    "  Lord,    the  very- 
©EVILS  are  fubjcft  unto  us,  through  thy  name  !" 
And  we  have  a  general  pfomife,  that,  in  our  com- 
bats with  them,  God  will  give  us  viftory,  and  bruift 
*  their  leader^  Satan  himfelf,  under  our  feet.     Our 
Redeemer  is  exalted  above  the  heavens,  and  human 
nature  in  the  fecond  Adam,  reflored  to  dominion 
over  all  the  earth.     And  though,  at  prefent,  the 
apoftle's  lot  may  be  ours,  to  "  fight  with  beafts," 
with  evil  men,  evil  paffions,  and  evil  fpiritSj  yet 
through  God  we  fliall  do  great  afts  j  it  is  he  that  . 
fhall  tread  down  thofe  that  rife  up  againft  us  -y  till 
finally  triumphant  over  the  lall  enemy,  and  exalted 
to  the  eternal  throne,  we  fhall  view  the  earth  be* 
neath  us,  and  the  fua  and  fiars  ihall  be  duft  uade«^ 
eup  feet. 
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And  the  Lord  God  planted  a  garden  ea/lward  in  Eden^ 
and  there  he  put  the  man  'whom  he  bad  formed. 

In  a  preceding  difcourie  ibme  confiderations  were 
offeredi  tending  to  elucidate ^he-partJculars  related 
by  Mofes  concerning  tbe  origination  of  man;  name- 
ly, the  time  of  bis  formation  ;,.tbe  refolution  taken 
by  the  Deity  on  the  occasion;  the  materials  bf 
wiaich,he^as  CQmpofed  \  the  divine  image  in  which^ 
.  ]be  ^as  created  \  and  the  dominion  over  the  crea- 
tures wUh  :¥rhiQh  he  was  invefled. 

Xh<?  wQjtds  now  read  mark  out  the  hiftory  of 
^hjkt  habitation  in  which,  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  to 
place  him  at  the  beginmng,  for  the  fubjedk  of  our 
prefent  enquiries.  A  fubjcd  not  only  curious,  but 
highly  interefting.  For  if  Levi  be  faid  to  have  paid 
tythes  to  Melchifedek,  as  being  id  the  loins  of  A- 
braham»  at  the  time  of  that  tranfadlion  ;  we  may, 
in  like  manner,  regard  ourfelves,  as  having  takea 
pofleilion  of  Eden ;  being  in  the  loins  of  our  ances- 
tor, when  he  did  fo.  And  though  it  can  a^rd 
but  fmaU  comfort,  to  reflcft  upon  the  excellence  of 
an  inheritance  which  we  have  loft,  it  may  infpire 
into  us  due  fcntiments  of  gratitude  and  love  to- 
wards that  blefled  perfon,  who  hath  recovered  it 
for  us.  And  thus  every  coniideratlon  which  en- 
hances 
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hances  th€  value  of  the  pofleiSon,  will  proportion- 
ably  magnify  the  goodnefs  of  our  great  benefaftor. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  fbmetimes,  perhaps,  find 
ourfelves  difpofed  to  lament  the  concifenefs  and  ob- 
fcurlty  of  that  account  which  Mofes  hath  left  us  of 
man's  primeval  cftate  in  paradife.  But  when  we 
recolleft,  that  to  this  account  we  owe  all  the  infor- 
mation we  have,  upon  fo  important  a  point,  it  will . 
become  us  to  be  thankful  that  we  havd  been  told 
fo  much,  rather  than  to  murmur  becaufe  we  have 
been  told  no  more;  and  inftead  of  lamenting  the 
obfcurity  of  the  Mofaic  account,  to  try  whether,  by 
diligence  and  attention,  that  obfcurity  may  not  be^ 
in  part,  difpelled.  For  though  Mofes.  hath  only 
given  us  a  compendibus  relation  of  fafts  (and  h£t& 
of  the  utmoft  importance  may  be  related  in  very 
few  words)  that  relation  is  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  the  Scriptures  of  both  Teftaments,  in  which  are 
found  many  references  and  allufions  to  it.  By 
bringing  thefe  forth  to  view,  and  comparing  them 
together,  we  may  poffibly  be  led  to  fome  agreeable 
ipeculations  concerning  the  fituatioa  of  Adam  ia 
the  Garden  of  Eden^  the  nature  of  hisemployment^ 
and  the  felicity  he  there  experienced. 

On  a  fubjeft  fo  remote,  and  confeflidly  difiEiculty 
demonftration  will  not  be  expelled.  Much  of 
what  is  advanced,  muft  be  advanced  rather  as  pro^ 
bable,  than  certain ;  and  where  there  is  little  pofi- 
tive  information,  the  candor  fo  often  experienced 
will  accept  of  ftich  notices  as  can  be  obtained  by 
inference  and  deduAion. 

.  When  we  think  of  Paradife,  we  think  of  it  as  the 
feat  of  delight.  The  name  Eden  authorises  us  (o. 
to  do.  It  fignifies  pleasure  i  and  the  idea  of  plea- 
fure  is  infeparable  from  that  of  a  Garden,  where 
sian  flilL  feeks  after  loft  happinefs,  and  where,  per- 
haps^ 
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hapS)  a  good  .man  finds  tHe  neafeft  refemblance  of 
it,  which  this  world,  affords.    <<  What  is  requifite/^ 
exclaims  a  great  and  original  genius,  <<  to  make  a 
wUe  and  a  happy  man,  but  reflexion  and  peace  ? 
And  both  are  the  natural  growth  of  a  Garden.    A 
Garden  to  the  virtuous  is  a  Paradife  ftill  extant ;  m 
Paradife  unloft.'^  *     The  culture  of  a  Garden,  as 
it  was  the  fir  ft  employment  of  man,  fo  it  is  that^ 
to  which  the  moft  eminent  perfons  in  different  ages 
have  retired,  from  the  camp  and  the  cabinet,  to 
{pfs  the  interval  between  a  life  pf  a£Vion,  and  a  re« 
moval  hence.    When  old  Diodefian  was  invited 
from  his  retreat,  torefume  the  purple  which  he  had 
laid  down   fomc  years  before,   <*  Ah,"   faid  he, 
*^  could  you  but  fee  thofe  fruits  and  herbs  t)f  mine 
own  railing  at  Salona,  you  would  never  talk  to  me 
of  empire !"    An  accompliOied  ftatefman  of  our 
own  counjtry,  who  fpcnt  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
in  this  manner,  hath  fo  well  dcfcribed  the  advan* 
tages  of  it,  that  it  would  be  injuftice  to  communi- 
cate hl&  ideas  in  any  words  but  his  own.     «  No  o- 
ther-fort  of  abode,"  fays  he,  "  feems  to  contribute 
ff>  much  both  to  the  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  in- 
4<^len€e^«f  body.     The  fweetnefs  of  the  air,  the 
pleaiantnefs  of  the,fmell,  the  verdure  of  plants,  the 
cicannefs  and  lightnefs  of  food,   the  exercife  of 
forking  or  walkings  but,  above  all,  the  exemption 
from^care  and  foUcitude,  feem  equally  to  favour 
and  improve  both  contemplation  and  health,  the 
enjoyment  of  fenfe  and  imagination,  and  thtsreby 
the  quiet  and  ea&  both  of  body  and  mind*     A 
Garden  has  been  the  inclination  of  kings,  and  the 
choice  of  phil0fQph^S4  the  common  favourite  of 
public  and  j>rivate  tnen^  ;^he  pleafure  of  the  great-*, 
^efti  and  the  care  of  the  jneaneft ;  an  employment 

"      and 
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and  a  p^flefGon,  for  which  no  man  is* too  high,  nor' 
too  low.  If  we  believe  the  Scriptures/'  concludes 
be,  <«  we  muft  allow,  that  God  Almighty '^fteem- 
ed  the  life  of  man  in  a  Garden  the  happieft  he 
could  give  htm }  or  elfe^  he  would  not  have  placed 
Adam  in  that  of  Eden  "  * 

.  The  Garden  of  Eden  had,  doubtlefs,  all  the  per- 
fection it  could  receive  from  the  hands  of  Him, 
who  ordained  it  to  be  the  manlien  of  his  favourite ' 
creature.  We  may  reafonably  prcftime  it  to  have 
been  the  earth  in  miniature,  and  to  hdve  contained 
fpecimens  of  all  natural  produ£lions,  as  they  ap- 
peared, without  blemifh,  in  an  unfallen  world ; 
and  thefe  difpofed  in  admirable  order,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  intended.  And  it  may  be  obferved^-^that 
when,  in  after  times,  the  penmen  of  the  Scriptures 
have  occaiion  to  defcribe  any  remarkable  degree  of 
fertility  and  beauty,  of  grandeur  and  magnificence, . 
they  refer  us  to  the  Garden  of  Eden.  *«  He  be-' 
held  all  the  plain  well  watered  as  the  Garden  of 
the  Lord,  f  The  land  was  as  the  Garden  of  Eden 
before  chem,  but  behind  them  a  defolate  wilder* 
neft."  X  The  prophet  Ezekiel,  at  t^e  command  of 
God,  for  an  admonition  to  Pharoah,  thus  portrays 
the  pride  of  the  Aflyrian  empire,  under  the  fplen- 
tHd  and  majeftic  imagery  afforded  by  vegetation  ii^ 
its  moft  flourifhing  ftate.  «  The  Aflyrian  was  a* 
cedar  in  Lebanon,  fair  of  branches,  and  with  a  (ha- 
dowing  fliroud,  and  of  an  high  i^ature,  and  his  top 
uras  among  the  thick  boughs.  The  waters  mad<* 
him  great;  the  deep  fet  him  up  6n  high,  with  her' 
rivers,  running  round  about  his  plants,  and  fetit  out 
her  little  rivfers  to  all  the  trees  in  the  field;  There- 
fore his  height  was  exalted  above  all  the  trees  ti 

the 

*  - 

•  Sir  William  Tcmplb,  driens  of  Spkurks, 
t  Gen.  xiii.  lO.  |  Joel  H.  3. 
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the  field,  and  his  boughs  wer€  multiplied}  and  his 
branches  became  long,  becaufe  of  the  multitude  oS 
waters  when  he  ftiot  forth.— Thus  was  he  fair  ia 
his  greatnefsy  and  in  the  length  of  his  branches : 
for  his  root  Was  by  great  waters.  The  cedars  ia 
the  Garden  of  God  could  not  hide  him,  nor  wa$ 
any  free  in  the  Garden  of  God  like  unto  him  in  hia 
beauty.  I  have  made  him  fair  by  the  multitude  of 
his  branches;  fo  that  aU  the  trees  of  Eden,  that 
were  in  the  Garden  of  God  envied  him."  *  Alter 
having  related  the  fall  of  his  towering  and  extcnfive 
empire,  the  prophet  makes  the  application  to  the 
king  of  Egypt ;  "  To  whom  art  thou  thus  like,  in 
glory  and  greatnefs,  among  the  trees  of  Eden?  Yet 
Sialt  thou  be  brought  down  with  the  trees  of  Eden, 
to  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth."  In  another  place 
we  find  the  following  ironical  addrefs  to  the  king 
of  Tyre,  as  having  attempted  to  rival  the  true  God, 
and  the  glories  of  his  Paradife.  •<  Thou  fesdeft  up 
the  fum,  full  of  wifdom,  and  perfeft  id  beauty. 
Thou  haft  been  in  Eden,  the  Garden  of  God; 
every  precious  (lone  w^as  thy  covering—thou  waft 
upon  the  holy  mountain  of  God — thou  waft  per- 
fe(5t  in  thy  ways,  from  the  day  that  thou  waft  cre-» 
ated,  until  iniquity  was  found  in  thee — Thine  heart 
was  lifted  up  becaufe  of  thy  beauty,,  thou  haft  cor- 
rupted thy  wifdom,  by  reafon  of  thy  brightnefs :  I* 
will  caft  thee  to  the  ground,  I  will  lay  thee  before 
kings,  that  they  may  behold  thee."f 

'IVaditions  and  traces  of  this  original  Garden 
feem  to  have  gone  forth  into  all  the  earth,  though^ 
as  an  elegant  writer  juftiy  obferves,  "  they  muft  be 
expelled  to  have  grown  fainter  and  £aiilter  in  every 
transfufion  from  one  people  to  anothcit.  The  Ro- 
mans probably  derived  their  notion  of  it,  expreffcd 

Vol.  I.  D  in 

*  £;eek  zxxi.  3,  dec.  f  ^^^k.  x,vt\i\,  1%    ifil^c 
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in  the  gardens  of  Flora,  from  the  Greeks,  among 
whom  this  hiea  feems  to  have  been  fL  ado  wed  out 
under  the  ftories  of  the  gardens  of  Alcinous.  In 
Africa  they  had  the  gardens  of  the  Hefpcrides,  and 
in  the  eaft  thofe  of  Adonis.  The  term  of  Hprti 
Adonides  was  ufed  by  the  ancients  to  lignify  gardens 
vf  pleafitre^  which  anfwers  Arangely  to  the '  very 
name  of  Paradife,  or  the  Garden  of  Eden,^^  *  In 
the  writings  of  the  poets,  who  have  lavished  all  the* 
powers  of  genius  and  the  charms  of  verfe  upon  the 
fubjed,  thefe  and  the  like  counterfeit  or  fecondary 
paradifes,  the  copies  of  the  true,  will  live  and 
bloom^  fo  long  as  the  world  itfelf  fhall  endure. 

It  hath  been  already  fuggeiled,  that  a  Garden  is 
calculated  no  lefs  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind, 
than  for  the  exercife  of  the  body ;  and  we  cannot 
doubt,  but  that  peculiar  care  would  be  taken  of 
that  moft  nnportant  end^  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
Garden  of  Eden. 

.  From  the  iituation  and  circumftances  of  Adam, 
it  {hould  not  feem  probable,  that  an  all  wife  and 
all  gracious  Creator  would  leave  him  in  that  ftate 
of  ignorance,  in  which,  fincc  the  days  of  Fauftus 
Socinus,  it  bath  been  but  too  much  the  faQiion  to 
reprefent  him.  For  may  we  not  argue  in  fome 
fuch  manner  as  the  following  ? 

If  fo  fair  a  world  was  created  for  the  ufe  and  fa- 
tisfaAion  of  liis  terreftrial  part,  formed  out  of  the 
duft,  can  we  imagine,  that  the  better  part,  the  im- 
mortal fpirit  from  above,  the  inhabitant  of  the 
flefhly  tabernacle  prepared  for  it,  ihould  be  left  in 
a  ftat^  of  deflitution  and  defolation,.  unprovided 
vith  wifdoin,  its  food,  its  fupport,  and  its  delight  ? 

If  men,  iince  the  fall,  and  labouring  under  all 
ihe  difadvantages  occaiioned  by  it,  have  been  ena* 
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bfed  to  make  thofe  attainments  in  knowledge, 
which  thcy-certainly  ha;ve  made  5  and  we  find  th« 
underftanding  of  a  holomon  replete  with  every  fpe* 
cies  of  wifdora,  human  and  divine ;  can  we  con- 
ceive ignorance  tg  have  been  the  charafteriftic  of 
the  firft  formed  father  of  the  world,  created  with 
all  his  powers  and  faculties  complete  and  perfe^ 
and  living  under  the  immediate  tuition  of  God  ? 

If  upon  the  trial  of  Adam>  as  'the  head  and  re* 
prefentative  of  mankind,  their  fate,  as  well  as  his 
own,  both  in  time  and  eternity^  was  to  depend^ 
can  we  ever  thinks  his  Maker  would  expofe  him  to 
fuch  a  trial,  with  a  mind  not  better  informed,  than 
that  of  a  child  or  an  idiot  ? 

If  redemption  reftored  what  was  loft  by  the  fall^ 
and  the  fecond  Adam  was  a  counterpart  of  the  Hrfbf 
jnuft  we  not  conceive  Adam  to  have  once  been 
what  man  is,  when  reftored  by  grace  to  "  the  image 
of  God  in  wifdom  and  holinefs  ?"  And  does  not 
he,  who  degrades  the  charaAer  of  the  Son  of  God '"^ 
m  Paradife,  degrade  in  proportion  the  character  of 
that  other  Son  of  God,  and  the  redemption  and  rc- 
ftoration  which  are  by  him  ? 

Our  firft  father  differed  from  all  his  defcendant? 
in  this  particular,  that  he  was  not  to  attain  the  ufe 
of  his  underftanding  by  a  gradual  procefs  from  in<» 
fiancy,  but  came  into  being  in  full  ftature  and  vigour 
of  mind  as  well  as  body.  He  found  creation  like- 
wife  in  its  prime*  It  was  morning  with  man  and 
the  worlds 

We  are  not  certain  with  regard  to  tt^e  time  al- 
lowed him,  to  make  his  obfervations  upon  the  dif«- 
ferent  objefts,  with  which  he  found  hirofelf  fur^ 
rounded  ;  but  it  ihould  feem,  either  that  fufficient 

D  2  time 

•  Luke  111.  -^S.—**  Which  was  the  fon  of  Adam,  whick  wait . 
the /on  of.Gtd:: 


40  THE  GARDEN  OF  EDEN. 

time  was  allowed  him  for  that  end,  or  that' he  was 
enabled,  in  fome  extraordinary  manner,  to.pcrvade 
their  effences,  and  difcover  their  properties.  For 
we  are  informed,  that  God  brought  the  creatures 
to  him,  that  he  might  impofe  upon  them  fuitable 
names ;  a  work  which  in  the  opinion  of  Platp^  * 
jnuft  be  afcribed  to  God  himfelf.  The  ufe  and  in- 
tent of  names  is  to  exprefs  the  natures  of  the  things 
named ;  and  in  the  knowledge  of  thofe  natures,  at 
the  beginning,  God,  who  made  them,  muft  have 
been  man's  inOru^tor.  It  is  not  likely,  that  with- 
out fuch  an  inftru^or,  men  could  ever  have  form- 
ed a  language  at  all ;  .fince  it  is  a  talk  which  re^ 
quires  miich  thought;  and  the  great  mailers  of 
reafon  feem  to  be  agreed,  that,  without  language, 
we  dannot  think  to  any  purpofe.  However  that 
may  be,  from  the  original  impofition  of  names  by 
obr  firft  parent  we  cannot  but  infer,  that  his  know- 
ledge of  things  natural  muft  have  been  very  emi- 
nent and  extenfive ;  hot  inferior,  we  may  fuppofe^ 
to  that  of  his  defcendant,  king  Solomon,  who 
<«  fpake  of  trees,  from  the  cedar  to  the  hyffop,  and 
of  beads,  and  fowl,  and  creeping  things  and  fifhes," 
It  is  therefore  probable,  that  Plato  afi'erted  no  more 
than  the  truth,  when  he  aflerted,  according  to  the 
traditions  he  had  gleaned  up  in  Egypt  aod  the  eaO,^ 
that  the  firft  man  was  of  all  men  'PtXotrotpurnriK,  the 
greateft  philofophcr. 

As  man  was  made  for  the  contemplation  of  God 
here,  and  for  the  enjoyment  ot  him  hereafter,  we 
cannot  imagine,  that  his  knowledge  would  termi- 
nate on  earth,  though  it  took  its  rirfe  there*  Like 
the  patriarch's  ladder,  its  foot  was  on  earth,  but  its 
top,  doubtlefs,  reached  to  heaven.  By  it  the  mind 
afcended  from  the  creatures  to  the  Creator,  and 
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defcenJed  from  the  Creator  to  the  creatures.     It 
was  the  golden  chain,  which  connefted  matter  and 
fpirit,    preferving   a  communicatioa , between  the* 
two  worlds. 

That  God  had  revealed  and  made  himfelf  knowiv- 
to  Adam,  appears  from  the; circumftances  related;.; 
^  namely,  that  he  took  him,  and  put  him  into  the 
garden  of  Eden  ;  that  he  conv^rfed  with  him,  and 
communicateda  law,  to  be  by  him  obferved  ;  that 
be  caufcd  the  creatures  to  come  before  him,  and^ 
brought  Eve  to  him.     In  thefe  tranfa<fUon5,^  Go^      *  % 
pjrobably  afTumed  fome  vifible  appearance ;  becaufey. 
otherwife  than  by  fuch. aflUmed  appearance,  no 
man,  wliile  in  the  body,  can  fee  God.     And  we 
find,  by  what  pafTed  after  the  fatal  tranfgreflion,. 
that  **  the  voice  or  found  oi  the  Lord  God  walking 
in  the  garden,"  was  a  voice,  or  found,  to  which. 
Adam  had  been  accuftomed^  though  gyilt  for  the 
fii'ft  time  bad  made  Kim  afraid  of  it. 

If  there  was,  at  the  beginning,  this  familiar  iil-- 
*  tercourfe   between    Jehovah  and  Adam,    and   he    • 
vouchfafed  to  conv^rfe  with  him, ,  as  he  afterwards 
did  with  Mofes,  "as  a  man  converfcth  with  his, 
friend,"  there  can  be  no  reaforiable  doubt,  but  that 
he  inftrufted  him,  as  far  as  was  neceflary,  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  Maker,  of  his  own  fpiritual  andl 
immortal  part,  of  the  adverfary  he  had  to  encoun- 
ter,   of  the  confequences  to  which- difobedience, 
would  fubjeft  him,  and  of  thofe  iavilible  glories,  a. 
participation  of  which  was  to  be  the  reward  of  his. 
abedlence. 

When  God,  in  after  times,  feledled  a  peculiar 
p^ple  to  be  his,  church  and  heritage,  to  receive  the. 
law  from  his  mouth,  and  to  be  the  guardians  of  his . 
promifes,  he  "  chofe  one  place  to  place  his  name^^ 
tkere  V  to  be  the  place  of  his  relidence,  where  hc^ 
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appeared  and  was  confiilted.    ^He  gave  direflion^ 
for  the  conftrudlion  of  a  temple,  or  boufe,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  appropriated  to  him,  and  called  his  ; 
which,  though  compofed  of  worldly  elements,  was 
^fo  framed  as  to  exhibit  an  apt  refemblance,  model^ 
or  pattern  of  heavenly  things  ;  to  ferve  as  a  fchooi 
for  inftru^lion,  as  a  fan^luary  for  devotion.     Might 
not  the  Garden  of  Eden  be  a  kind-of  temple,  op 
iapftuary,  to  Adam ;  a  place  cholen  for  the  refi- 
dence  and  appearance  of  God  ;  a  place  deiigned  to 
reprefent  and  give  him  ideas  of  heavenly  things;  a 
place  fecrcd  to  contemplatiori  and  dcvction  ?  Some* 
thing  of  this  fort  feems  to  be  intimated  by  the  ac- 
count wc  have  of  the  garden  in  the  fccond  chapter 
of  Genefis,  and  to  be  confirined  by  the  references 
and  allufions  to  it,  in  other  parts  of  the  Scriptures. 
With  this  vicvV,  we  may  oblerve,  that  though 
Paradife  was  created  with  the  reft   of  the  \^x>rk!^ 
yet  we  are  informed,  the  hand  of  God  was,  in  a 
more  efpecial  manner,  employed  In  preparing  this 
place  for  the  habitation  of  man.     "  The  Lord  God 
planted  a  Garden  eaftward  in  Eden.     And  out  of 
the  ground  the  Lord  God  made  to  grow  every  tree 
that  is  pleafant  to  the  flght^  and  good  for  food. 
And  a  river  went  out  of  Eden,  to  water  the  Gar- 
den 3  and  from  thence  it  was  parted,  and  becamje 
into  four  heads."     Thus -t he  great  archite^  of  tliC 
ixniverfe,  he  who,  in  the  language  of  the  apoflle', 
««  built  all  thina'5,"  is  dclcribid  as  felecSting,  dil'po- 
fing,  and  adorning  this  wonderful  and  happy  fpot^ 
wherein  was  to  be  placed  the  creature  made  after 
his  own  image  and  iikcnefs,  but  a  little  lower  thi^n 
the  angels.     Does  not  this  circumftance  fuggeft  to 
lis,  that  fomething  more  was  intended,  than  what 
generally  enters  into  our  idea  of  a  Garden  ? 

Whenever 
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"Whenever  the  Garden  of  Eden  is  mentioned  in 
the  Scriptures,  it  is  called  "  the  Garden  of  God,'* 
or  "  the  Garden  of  the  Lord  ;'*  expreffions  which 
denote  fome  peculiar  defi  gnat  ion  ^f  it  to  facred 
purpofes,  fome  appropriation  to  God  and  his  fer* 
vice,  as  i§  confelftdly  the  cafe  with  many  fimilar 
phrafes  -,*  fuch  as  «  houfe  of  God,  altai*  of  God, 
man  of  God,''  and  the  like  i  all  implying,  that  the 
perfons  and  things  fpo^en  of  were  confecrated  to 
hijn,  and  fet  apart  for  a  religious  ufe. 

When  it  is  faid,  *«  the  Lord  God  took  the  mart 
and  put  hira  int6  the  Garden  of  Eden,  to  dress  it,, 
and  taKEEP  it,"  the  words  undoubtedly  direft  us 
to  conceive  of  it,'  as  a  place  for  the  exercife  of  the- 
body.  Wc  readily  acquiefce  in  this,  as  the  truth, 
but  not  as  the  whole  truth  •,  it  being  difficult  to 
imagine,  that  fo  noble  a  creature,  the  Lord  of  the  • 
world,  Ihoiild  have  no  other,  or  higher  employ- 
ment. Much  more  fatisfa^lion  will  be  found  in 
fuppofing,  that  our  fu-ft  parents,  while  thus  env-* 
ployed,  like-the  priefts  under  the  law,  while  they, 
niiniftered  in  the  temple,  were  led  to  contempla- 
tions of  a  more  exalted  nature,  "  ferving  to  the 
example  and  fhadow  of  heavenly  things."  The 
powers  of  the  body  and  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
might  be  fet  to  work  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  fame- 
objedls.  And  it  is  well  known,  that  the  words 
here  ufed,*  do  as  frequently  denote  mental  as  cor- 
poreal operations*,  and  under  the  ideas  of  dressing 
and  KEEPING  the  facred  Garden,  may  fairly  imply 
tiie  CULTIVATION  and  observation  of  fuch  reli* 
gious  truths,  as  were  pointed  out  by  the  external 
ligns  and  facraments,  which  Paradife  contained. 

-That  fome  of  the  objedls  in  Eden  were  of  a  fa-  ' 
cramental  nature,  we  can  J^iardly;  doubt,  when  we 
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read'  of  "  the  tree  of  knowledge/'  and  "  thfe  tree^* 
of  life."  The  fruit  of  a  uiatcrial  tree  could  notj 
by  any  virtue  inherent  in  it,  corvtv  ♦*  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,"  or  caufe  that,  by  eating  it, 
a  ti^u  fhould  «  live  for  ever."  But  fuch  fruit 
might  be  ordained  as  a  facrament,  upon  the  parti- 
cipation of  which,  certain  fpiritual  cfFefts  (hould 
follow.  This  is  entirely  conformable  to  rcafon,  to  • 
the  nature  of  man,  and  of  religion. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  the  earlieft  ages,  a  cu{^ 
torn  fhould  be  found  to  prevail,  both  among  the 
people  of  God,  and  idolaters,  of  fetting  apart  and 
confecrating  gardens  and  groves',  for  the  purpofe 
of  religious  worfliip...  Thus  Abraham,  we  are  told^ 
<*  planted  a  tree,  or  grove,  at  Beerfheba,  and  call- 
ed on  the  name  of  the  everlaft;ing  God."  *     The 
worfhippers  of  falfe  Gods  are  defcribed,  in  the  wri-. 
tings  of  the  prophets,  as  **  facrificing  in  gardens," 
as  *«  purifying  themfelves  in  gardens,  behind  one 
tree  in  the  midfti"  and  it  is  foretold,  that  they, 
fhould  be  "  afhamcd  for  the  oaks,  which  they  had 
defired,    and  confounded  for  the  gardens  whicli 
they  had  chofen."f     A  furprizing  uniformity  ia 
this  point  may  be  traced  through  all  tlie  different 
periods  of  idolatry ,^  as  fubfitting  among,  the  Canaan-* 
ites,  the  Egyptians,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Romans. 
Groves  were  dedicated  to  the  Gods,  and  particular, 
fpecies  of  trees  were  facred  to  particular  deities. 
The  fame  ufage  prevailed  among  the  Druids,  ia 
thefe  parts  of  the  world.     And  to  this  day,  the 
ailes  of  our  Gothic  churches  and  cathedrals  are  e- 
vidently- built  in  imitation  of  thofe  arched  groves,, 
vhich  of  old  fupplied  the  place  of  temples.'    It  i* 
not,  therefore,  without  reafon,  that  the  author  of 
a  learned  dlfTerta^ion  on  the  fubjefl  make$  the  foU 
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lowing  remark-!-*^  Thefe  were  the  hallowed  fanes 
of  the  ancients,  in  which  they  performed  divine 
woriliip.  And  indeed,  if  w^  would  trace  up  this 
rite  to  its  origin,  we  niuft  hav6  recourfe  to  the^true 
God  himfelf,  who  inftituted  in  Paradife  a  facred 
garden,  or  grove  5  ordained.  Adam  to  be  the  high 
prieft  of  it,  and  confecrated  in  it  two  trees,  for  a 
jMiblic  telVimony  of  religion." 

But  upon  the  fuppofitibn  now  made,  that  the 
Garden  of  Eden  fervcd  as  a  kind  of  Temple  for  our 
firfl:  parents,  might  we  not  expeft  to  find  fome  rcw 
femblance  of  it  in  the  tabernafcle  and  temple  after- 
wards erected  by  the  appointment  of  God,  for  his 
relldence  in  the  midft  of  his  people  Ifrael  ?  The 
queftion  is  by  no  means  abfurd,  efpecially  if  we  re- 
coiled, that  it  was  the  defign  of  the  Mofaic  fanc- 
tuiry,  with  its  apparatus,  to  prefigure  the  rcftora^ 
tion  of  thofe  fpiritual  bleffings,  which  were  forfeit- 
ed and  lort  by  the  tranfgreffion  in  Paradife;  Let  , 
us  therefore  enquire  what  fatisfaAion  the  Scriptures, 
will  afford  i|s  upon  this  point. 

The  principal  objefts  in  the  Garden  of  Eden^ 
with  which  Revelation  has  biought  us  acquainted,  ^ 
are  the  plantations  of  trees,,  and  the  rivers  of  wa- 
ter, by  which  tkofe  plantations  were  nourifhed  and 
fupported  in  glory  and  beauty.  Was  there  any 
thing  of  this  fort  in  or  about  the  tabernacle  and 
temple  f 

With  regard  to  the  plantations,  two  pafliages  iti 
the  pfalms  incline  us  to  think,  there  were  fach  in 
the  courts  of  the  JewiOi  fan6tuary,  as*  well  as  in 
that  of  Eden  ;  "  I  am  like  a  green  olive  ttee  in  the 
houfe  of  God.  *  The  righteous  Ihall  flouriOi  like 
a  palm-tree,  he  Qiall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon. 
Thole  that  bS  planted  in  the  houle  of  the  Lord, 
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fhall  flourifli  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  They  fhalt 
bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age  j  they  (hall  be  fat  and 
flourilhing."  *  Thefe  texts  feem  to  fuppofe  the 
real  exidence  of  fuch  plantations,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  intimate  the  end  and  defign  of  th«m9 
namely,  to  reprefent  the  progrefs  and  improve*-^ 
ment  of  the  faithful  in  virtue,  throujgh  the  influ- 
ence of  the  divine  favour.  The  fame  pleaiing  and 
'CxprefEve  image  is  employed  to  the  fame  purpofc^ 
in  the  firft  pfalm — "  He  fliall  be  like  a  tree  plant- 
ted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his 
fruit  in  his  feafon ;  his  leaf  alfo  ihall  not  wither,, 
and  whatever  he  doth  (hall  profper." 

As  to  the  rivers  of  water  which  fupplied  and  rc- 
frefhed  the  Garden  of  Ed«n  and  all  its  produAions^ 
we  meet  with  fomething  analogous  to  them^  both 
in  the  tabernacle  and  temple. 

During  the  journey  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan,  the  camp  in  general  and  the  fa^ 
cred  tabernacle  in  particular  were  fupplied  with  Wa» 
ter  in  a  miraculous  manner,  not  only  at  the  time 
when  Mofes  imote  the  rock,  but  the  fame  fupply 
accompanied  them  afterwards—"  They  drank  q£ 
that  rock,"  that  is,  the  water  of  that  rock,  <«  whick 
followed  them.'*  "  He  led  thee  (fays  Mdfes)  through 
that  great  and  terrible  wildernefs,  wherein  were 
fiery  ferpents,  and  fcorpions,  and  drought,  where 
there  was  no  water ;  who  made  water  to  flow  for 
thee  of  the  rock  of  flint."  f  And  thefe  waters,  like 
thofe  in  Eden,  were  of  a  facramental  nature.  "  They 
did  all  drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink;  for  they 
drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock  which  followed  them, 
and  that  rock  was  Chrift.":|:  .  How  lively  a  repre- 
fentation  of  that  heavenly  grace,  which  comforts 
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tftir  weary  fpirits,  and  enables  us  to  acconipUfli  our 
journey  Lhrou^h  the  wildernefs  of  life  !  . 

If  from  the  tabernacle  we  proceed  to  the  temple, 
we  are  there  prefented  with  the  facred  ftreams  of 
Siloahy  breaking  forth  and  flowing  from  the  mount 
of  God.  In  Ezekiel's  famous  vilion  of  the  new 
temple,  there  is  a  wonderful  defcription,  founded . 
on  the  real  fituation  of  things  at  mount  Sion,  ex- 
plainmg  their  iignification,  and  unavoidably  carry- 
ing our  thoughts  back  to  the  waters  and  plantations 
of  the  original  fanftuary  jn  Eden.  "  Afterward  he 
brought  me  again  unto  the  door  of  the  houfe,'  and 
'  and  behold  waters  iffued  out  from  under  the  threfli- 
old  of  the  houfe  eaftward. — Then  laid  he  to  me, 
Thefe.waters  iflue  out  toward  the  eaft  country,'and 
go  down  into  the  defert,  and  go  into  the  fea :  which 
being  brought  forth  into  the  fea,  the  waters  fliall 
be  healed.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  every 
thing  that  livcth,  which  moveth,  whitherfoever  the 

river  (hall  come^  fhall  live And  by  the  river, 

upon  the  bank  thereof,  on  this  lide,  and  on  that 
fide,  (hall  grow,  all  trees  for  meat,  whofe  leaf  fhall 
not  fade  5  neither  fhall  the  fruit  thereof  be  con- 
,  fumed :  it  fhall  bring  forth  new  fruit  according  to 
its  months,  becaufe  their  waters  iflued  out  of  the 
fanftuarv;  and  the  fruit  thereof  lliall^e  for  meat, 
and  the  leaves  thereof  for  medicine."* 

When  the  prophets  have  occafion  to  for^tel  the 
great  and  marvellous  change  to  be  efi:c<Sled  in  the 
moral  world,  under  the  evangelical  difpenfation, 
they  frequently  borrow  their  ideas  and  expreffions 
from  the  hiftory  of  that  garden,  in  which  innocence 
and  felicity  once  dwelt  together,  and  which  they 
reprefent  as  again  fpringing  up  and  blooming  in  the 
wildernefs.     Of  the  many  pafTages  wiiicii  occur, 

two 

-    *  Ezck,  jtlvn.  f.  et  fcq. 
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two  or  three  only  (hall  be  recited.  «'  The  Lord 
will  comfort  Sion,  he  will  comfort  all  her  wafte 
places ;  he  will  make  her  wildernefs  like  Edeiii  and 
her  defart  like  the  Garden  of  the  Lord  :  joy  and 
gladnefs  (hall  be  found  therein,  thankfgiving  and 
the  voice  of  melody  ;"*  fuch  joy  and  gladneft,  fuch 
thankfgiving  and  melody,  at  the  reftitution  of  all 
things,  as  were  at  their  fir  ft  creation,  when  *«  God 
faw  every  thing  he  had  made,  and  behold,  it  was 
very  good ;"  when  «  the  morning  ftars  fang  toge- 
ther, and  all  the  fons  of  God  fliouted  for  joy.*'— 
**  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  ar.d  there 
is  none,  -and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft,  1  the 
Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not 
-forfake  them.  I  will  open  rivers  in  high  places, 
and  fountains  in  the  midft  of  the  vallies;  I  will 
make  the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry 
land  fprings  of  water.  1  will  plant  in  the  wilder- 
nefs the  cedar,  the  fhittah  tree,  and  the  myrtle, 
and  the  oil  tree  ;  and  I  will  fet  in  the  defart  the  fir 
tree,  and  the  pine,  and  the  box  tree  together :  that 
they  may  fee,  and  know,  and  confider,  and  under- 
iland  together,  that  the-  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
done  this,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  hath  created 
it."f  "  The  wildernefs  and  the  folitary  place  (hall 
be  ghd  for  them,  and  the  defart  fhall  rejoice  and 
bloiTom  as  the  rofe.  It  (hall  bloflbm  abundantly, 
and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  finging ;  the  glory  of 
Lebanon  fhall  be  given  unto  it,  the  excellency  of 
Carmel  and  Sharon  :  they  fliall  fee  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God."  J 

At  the  time  appointed,  thefe  predi<ftidns  received 
their  accomplifliment.  Men  "  iaw  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  excellency*  of  our  God. '  By  the 
death  and  refurredlion  of  the  Redeemer,  loft  Parci^ 

dife 
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dtfc  was  regained ;  and  its  ineftimable  bleflifigs^  j 

wifdom,  rightcoufnefs  and  holinefs,  are  now  to  be  3 

found  and  enjoyed  in  the  Chriftian  church.     But 

as  men  are  ftill  men,  and  not  angels,  thofe  bleffings        ' 

are  ftill  reprefented  and  conveyed  by  facramental 

fymbok,  analogous  to  the  original  ones  in  Eden.  j 

From  the  fatcred  font  flows  the  waters  of  life,  to  ^ 

purify,  to  refrefh,  to  comfort  \  "  a  river  goes  out 

of  Eden  to  water  the  garden,"  and  to  *«  baptize  all 

nations  i"  ^hile  the  eucharift  anfwers  to  the  fruit 

of  the  tree  of  life :  at  the  holy  table,  we  may  now 

«  put  forth  our  hands,  and  take,  and  eat,  and  live 

for  ever." 

Let  us  go  one  ftep  farther,  and  confider  the  ftat^" 
of  things,  -in  the  heavenly  kingdom  of  our  Lord» 
There,  it  is  true,  all  figures  and  fhadows,  fymbols' 
and  facraments,  (hall  be  no  more;  becaufe  faith 
will  there  be  loft  in  vifion,  arid  we  fhall  **  know 
even  as  we  are  known."     But  in  the  mean  time^ 
till  we  attain  that  perfe6\:  confummation,  wais  any 
perfon  admitted  to  a  light  of  heaven,  and  the  won** 
ders  that  are  therein,  he  could  no  otherwife  de- 
fcribe  them  to  us,  who  are  yet  in  the  body,  than 
by  the  way  of  piclure  and  fimilitude.    This  was  the 
cafe  of  St  Paul.     In  a  divine  extafy,  he  had  been 
caught  up,  and  made  to  (ee  and  hear  things,  which 
he  could  not  impart  to  others^  on  account  of  their 
incapacity  to  receive  them.     What  then  docs  he  ? 
He  refers  us  to  the  habitation  of  our  fifft  parents,  for 
a  general  and  comparative'idea  of  them.     *'  I  knew 
a  man  (fays  he)  who  was  caught  up  into  Paradife.'* 
Our  Lord,  giving  the  penitent  thief  to  underftand, 
that  his  forrows  would  foon  be  at  an  end,  and  he 
fhould  pafs,  with  his  Saviour,  into  a  plade  6f  reft 
and  joy,  ufes  the  fame  expreflion— "  This  day  flialt 
thou  be  with  me  in  Paradife."     The  beloved  dif- 
VoL.  I.  E  ciple, 
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cjple,  who  was  frequently  in  the  fpirit  tranflateS  t» 
thofe  celeftial  mandons  which  Chrift  is  gone  to  pre- 
pare for  US5  gives  a  more  particular  and  extended 
defcription  of  thetn.  But  how  ?  By  bringing  to  our 
view  ail  Eden,  its  waters  and  plantations^  together 
with  thofe.  feen  by  Ezekiel,  in  his  vifion  of  the  new- 
temple.  ^*  He  fhewed  me  a  -pure  river  of  water  of 
lif?»  clear  as  <:hryftal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne 
of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb. — And  of  either  fide  of 
the  river  was  there  the  tree  of  life,  which  bare 
twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  yielded  her  fruit  every 
month;  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations. — ^To  him  that  overcometh 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  Paradife  of  God. — BlcfTed  are  they 
that  do  Kis  commandments, ,  that  they  may  have 
right  to  the  tree  of  life. — And  the  fpirit  and  the 
bride  fay.  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  fay, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  atbirft  come;  and 
whofo^ver  will  let  him  take  the  waters  of  life  freely." 
In  thefe  pafiages,  the  divine  fcenery  is  evidently 
borrowed  from  objedls  once  ideally  exifting  in  the 
terreftrial  Paradife,  knd  employed  to  aid  oi^r  con- 
ceptionsj  in  apprehending  cdeftial  glories.  If, 
therefore,  we  are  taught,  that  heaven  rcfetnblcs  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  it  feems  fair  and  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  the  Garden  of  Eden  refembled  hea- 
yen,  and  was,  from  the  beginning,  intended  fo  to 
do ;  that,  like  the  temple  under  the  law,  and  the 
church  under  the  Gofpel,  it  was,  to  its  happy  pof- 
feffprs,  a  place  chofen  for  the  refidence  of  God  j  a 
place  defigncd  to  reprefent  and  furnifh  them  with 
ides^  of  heavenly  things ;  a  place  facred  to  contem- 
plation and  devotioti ;  in  on^  word,  that  it  was  the 
primitive  temple  and  church,  formed  and  confccra- 
ted  for  the  vfe  of  man,  in  his  ftate  of  innocence. 

There, 
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There,  undifturbed  by  care,  and,  as  yet,  unaflarledt 
by  temptation,  all  his  faculties  perfeft,  and  his  ap- 
petites in  fubjeftion,  he  walked  with  God,  as  a  man* 
walketh  with  his  friend,  and  enjoyed  communion^ 
with  heaven,  tlioogh  his  abode  was  upon  earth.  He 
fiudied  the  works  of  God,  as  they  came  frefti  from 
the  hands  of  the  workmafter,  and  in  the  creation,  = 
as  in  a  glafs,  he  was  taught  to  behold  the  glories  of 
the  Creator.     Trained,  in  the  fchool  of  Eden,  by 
the  material  elements  of  a  vifible  world,   to  the 
knowledge  of  one  that  is  immaterial  and  in  vifible, , 
he  found  himfelf  excited,  by  the  beauty  of  the  pic- 
ture, to  afpire  after  the  transcendent  excellencie  of 
the  divine  original.     This  facred  Garden -the  firft 
Adam  by  tranfgreflion  loft ;  but  all  the  bleffings, 
fignified  and  reprefented  by  it,  have  been>  through 
the  fecoi^d  JWam,  rcftored  to  his  ppfterity.     In  our 
ftcad,  he  fubjefted  himfelf  to  the  vengeance  of 
**  the  flaming  fword,"  and  regained  for  us  an  en- 
trance into  Eden.     For,  **  When  he  overcame  the 
Iharpnefs  of  deaths  he  opened  the.kingdorh  of  hea- 
ven to  all  believers/'     He  himfelf  *<  the  Tree  of 
LifcL  in  the  midft  of  the  Paradife  of  God  j**  and,  by. 
the  effufion  of  his  Spirit,  he  gives  us  to  drink: 
*<  rivers  of  living  water."     In  his  church  here  be- 
low, he  has  all  along  communicated,  and  ftill  com- 
municates his  gifts,  by  external  facraments,  which 
fcrve  at  once  as  flgns,  as  means,  and  as  pledges :  : 
but,  admitted  to  the  church  above,  we  fhall  fee,  and  • 
tafte  them,  as  they  are.     "  Thou,"  O  Lord  Jefus,. 
**  (hall  fhew  us,"  for  thou  only  canft  now  fliew  us 
*'  the  path  of  life,"  the  *^  way  to  the  tree  of  life," 
and  introduce  us  to  the  truth  and  fubftance  of  all  : 
that  was  fhadowed  out  by  the  blifsful  fcenesof  Eden; . 
for  >«  in  thy  prefence  is  the  fulnefs  of  jot,  and  at 
thy  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore.'^  * 
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Gen.  ii.  Part  of  verfc  9.. 
*The  Tree  of  Life  alfo  in  the  midfl  of  the  Garden. 

I^OME  arguments  were  offered  upon  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  tending  to  prove,  that  the  Garden  of  Eden^ 
laid  out  and  planted  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty, 
for  the  habitation  of  our  firft  patents,  in  a  ftate  of 
innoQence  and  felicity,  was  of  a  figurative  and  fa- 
cramenial  nature  j  that,  like  the  temple  under_the 
law,  and  the  church  under  the  Gofpel,  it  was,  to 
its  happy  pofleffors,  a  place  chofen  for  the  refidcnce 
of  God  ;  a  place  defigned  to  reprefent,  and  furnifli 
them  with  ideas  of  heavenly  things ;  a  plaqe  facred 
to  contenpLplation  and  devotion. . 

Among  the  objefts  prefented  to  us,  there  is  one, 
which,  though  then  taken  into  the  general  account 
with  the  reft,  may  feem  to  claim  a  more  particular 
attention.  It  ftahds  confpicuous  in  the  Mofaic  de-* 
fcription,  the  capital  figure  in  that  beautiful  piece. 
It  is  faid  to  have  been  placed  in  the  centre  of  Eden, 
like  the  fun  of  the  little  fyOem,  and  bears  a  name 
fufficiently  calculated  to  awaken  curiofity.  The  in- 
fpired  hiftorian  having  infcrmed  us,  that  "the 
Lord  God  caufed  to  grow  out  of  the  ground  every 
tree  that  was  plcafant  to  the  fight,  and  good  for 
food-;"  every  tlxing,  in  the  vegetable  way,  either 

ufefuiji 
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Bfeful,  or  ornamental  j  adds—"  The  Tree  of  Life 
alfo  in  the  midft  of  the  garden." 

Life,  we  know,  as  it  relates  ta>inan,  is  twofold  ; ". 
that  of  the  body,  and  that  of  the  foul  \  animal  and 
fpiritual ;  temporal  and  eternal.     Each  requires  to  • 
bfe  fupported  by  a'nutriment  adapted  to  its  nature, 
and  fupplied  by  fomething  external  to  itfelf.     The 
food  of  the  body  is,  like  the  body,  material,  and 
cemeth  out  of  the  earth ;  the  food  of  the  foul  is>  . 
like  the  foul,  fpiritual,  and  cometh  down  from  hea- 
ven.    The  Tree  of  Life  was,  doubtlefs,  a  material 
tree>  producing  material  fruit,  proper,  as  fuch,  for  ' 
the  nouriftiment  of  the  .body.     The  queilion  will  * 
be,  whether  it  was  intended  to  be  eaten^  in  com-.  - 
n>on,  for  that  end  alone;  or  whether  it  was  not 
rather  fet  apart,  ,to  be  partaken  of,  at  a  certain  . 
time,  or  times,  as  a  fymbol,  or  facrament  of  that 
celeftial  principle,  which  nouriifhes  the  foul  unto  ' 
immortality;  meaning,  by  that  term,  not  njxzturzl  ' 
immortality,  or  bare  exigence,  but  that  divine,  fpi-  - 
ritual,  eternal  life,  which  was  loft  by  the  fall,  and-^  < 
the  reftitution  of  whicli  is  now  "  the  gift  of  God,  , 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord/* 

If  it  be  fupp^ied^  that  the  Tree  of  Life  was  de«  - 
figncd  folely  for  the  fuppprt  of  the  body  of  man,  , 
sthere  will  appear  nareafon  for  its  being  diftinguifhr 
ed,  as  it  is  by  its  appellation,  from  the  other  trees  • 
of  the  garden,  which  were  all,  in  that  fenfe*,  equal- 
ly, trees  of  life^  being,  as  we  are  told,  <«  good  for 
food/*     And  indeed,  the  matter  fcems  to  be  clearly 
deterniined  btherwife,  by  the  twenty-fecond  vtrie 
of  the  third  chapter^  where  we  find  fallen  man  ex- 
cluded from  Paradiie,  "  left  he  fhoukl  put  forth  his 
hand,  and  take  alfo  of  the  fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life, 
and  cat,  and  live  for  ever."  *    Immortality,  there- 
foY^,  was  to  have  been  obtained^^ccoi^ding  to  God's  • 
•o^TJibu  E-3.'  original  i 
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original  appointment,  by  eating  the  fruit  of  the 
Tree  of  Life ;  not,  furely,  as  the  Jews  idly  talk,  by 
any  medicinal  quality,  of  virtue,  preferving  the  eater 
from  fiekncfs  and  death,  neither  of  which,  by  the 
way,  was  in  the  world,  till  introduced-by  fin.  No  ; 
the  thing  fpe'aks  itfclf.  A  material  tree  could  only 
confer  eternal  life  as  a  divinely  inftituted  fymbol, 
or  facrament ;  as,  «  an  outwand  viiible  fign  of  an 
inward  fpiritual  grace,  given  to  Adam,  as  a  means  • 
whereby  he  was  to  receive  the  fame,  and  a  pledge 
to  aflfure  him  thereof."  Hereby  he  would  be  con- 
tinually reminded  of  the  truth,  communicated  ta 
him,  wirliout  all  doubt,  from  the  beginning ;  that 
there  was  another  and  a  better  life  than  that  led  by 
him  in  the  terreftrial  and  figur.^tive  Paradife  •,  a  life, 
on  which  he  was  to  fet  his  affb<ft!ons,  and  to  which  he 
wasto  look,  as  the  end,  the  reward,  the  crown  of  his 
obedience ;  a  life,  iupported,  as  it  was  given,  by  ema- 
nation from  that  Being,  who  only  hath  life  in  bimfelf^. 
and  is  the  fountain,  from  whicl^  in  various  ways,  it 
flows,  to  all  his  creatures.  Of  Him,  as  the  glorious 
fun  of  the  intelle<^ual  world,  and  of  his  gracious  gift,, 
ftreaming,  like  light  through  the  heavens,  to"  en- 
liven and  blefs  the  fpiritual  fyitei^  the  -Tree  of 
Life,  with  its  fruit,  in  the  niiJfb  of  Eden,  is  appre- 
hended to  have  been  ordained,  as  aH.inflru<Sliv.e  and- 
comfortable  fymbol ;  that  fo  a  memorial  of  his  a- 
bundant  goodncfs  might  be  Ihewn  upon  earth,  and 
new  created  man  might  ling  of  his  rightcoufnefs. 

The  facramental  defignaiion  of  the  Tree  of  Life 
in  Paradife  may  be  farther  evinced,  perhaps,  by  a 
p.iffage  or  two  in  the  book  of  St  John's  Revelation. 
*<  To  him  that  overcometh,"  fays  the  captain  of  our 
falvation,  "  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  Tree  of  Life, 
which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  Paradife  of  God."* 
And  again — "  Bleiled  are  they  .that  do  his  com- 

t  Rev.  ii.  7.  mandments. 
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mandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  Tree 
of  Life."  *  By  «  eating  of  the  Tree  of  Life  in  the 
Paradife  of  God,'*  is  here  evidently  meant  a  parti- 
cipation of  eternal  life  with  God  in  heaven.  Of 
this  eternal  life  the  faithful  followers  of  their  great 
leader  are  to  be  put  in  pofleffion,  as  the  reward  df 
their  labours,  when  thofe  labours  ihall  have  been  ac- 
compUibed  )  when  they  fhall  harve  walked  to  tlie  e^d 
of  their  journey  in  the  path  of  Chrift's  command- 
ments, and  ihall  have  finally  overcome  their  fpirit- 
tual  enemies.  May  we  not  therefore,  by  parity  of 
reafon,  infer  from  hence  the  iigniiication  and  intent 
of  the  free  of  Life  in  Eden  ?  By  means  of  that  fa-^ 
crament,  had  Adam  gone  happily  througlv his  pro- 
bation, and  perfevered  In  obedience  unto  the  end,, 
he  would  have  been -admitted,  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  to  that  iiate  of  eternal  life  with  God,  for 
which  he  was  always  dcfigned,  and  of  which  Para.- 
dife  was  the  earthly  refemblance.  He  would  have- 
been  removed  from  the  fhadows  of  this  world  ta 
the.  realities  of  a  better.  His  removal  mull:  have 
differed,  in  the  manner  of  it,  from  that  of  which 
we  now  live,  or  ought  to  live,  in  expectation.. 
Without  iir,  death  could  have  had  no  power  over 
him.  He  would  have  been  tranflated  alive,  as  E- 
noch  and  Elijah,  for  paiticular  purpofes,  afterwards 
were.  The  change  would  haVe  b.;en  wrought  in- 
him  at  once,  as  it  was  in  them,  and  as  it  will  be  in 
thoie,  who  ihall  be  found  alive,,  at  the  coming  of 
our  Lord  t©  judgment. 

When  tranfgreffion  had  fubje<Sled  Adam  to  a  fen- 
tence  of  cqndcmnation,  the  cafe  was  altered.  Glo- 
ry^ and  immortality  could  no  longer  be  obtained  u« 
pon  the  terms  of  the  firft  Covenant,  now  broken  and 
void..    The  very  attempt  became  criminal.     Man^ 

was. 
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was  to  be  put  under  a  new  covenant,  and  in  a  new- 
courfe  of  trial.     He  was  to  fuffer  in  the  flefli  for 
fin,  and  4:o  pay  the  penalty  of  death.  *But,  through  • 
the  merits  of  a  furety,  that  death  was  to  be  made 
the  gate  of  immortality.     By  faith  he  was  to  ac- 
quire, upon  the  mediatorial  plan,  a  fre(h  right  or 
power  to  eat  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  live  for  ever,  . 
after  theLrefurre^tion  from  the  dead,  with  his  pro-- 
pttiated  and '  reconciled  Maker.     In  mercy,  there- 
fore, he  was  excluded  from  the  garden  of  Eden,^ . 
and  from  the  original  fymbol  of '"that  eternal  life,.. 
which  was  now  to  be  fought  after  by  other  means, 
and  reprefented  by  other  facraments-    He  was  fent ' 
forth  into  the  world  to  pafs  his  time  in  toil,  pain,  , 
and  forrow ;  in  mourning,  contrition,  and  penance;  > 
till  death  fliould  fet  him  free,  and  introduce  him  to 
the  joys  purchafed  and  prepared  for  him  by  that 
Ueffed  perfon,  "  in  whom  is  Life,  and  the  Life  was  - 
the  light  of  men."  *     The  fame  divin,e  perfon  was 
always  the  fource  of  immortality,  however  the  i'a- 
cred  fymbols,  inftituted  to  adumbrate  it,  have  been 
varied  under  different  difpenfations.      To  our  firft 
parents,  before  the  fall,  he  ftood  in  the  relation  of 
Creator  and  Lord.     To  them,  and  to  their  poileri- 
ty,  fince  that  fad.  cataftrophe,  he  hath  flood,  and  . 
ever  continued  to  ftand,  in  the  new  relation  of  ba-  - 
viour  and  Redeemer.    The  man  who  doth  not  now 
acknowledge  him  in  this  latter  charailcr,  will  find  . 
him,  in  the  former,  an  avenger  to  execute  wrath :  , 
apd  what  wrath  can  be  fo  fierce  and  terrible,  as  that 
of  the  Lamb  ?  It  is  oil  fet.  on  fire.     The  fianer  un-  '- 
lefs  he  be  in  love  with  condemnation,  mull:  not  re- 
vert to  the  firft  covenant,  and  aim  at  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  eternal  life,  on  the  foot  of  the  law  of  works, 
or  the  performance  of  unfinning  obedience.     In 

this- 
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this  cafe  the  rebel  claims  pfomotidn,  inftead  of  fu- 
ing  for  pardon.  He  puts  forth  his  hand  to  the 
fruit  of  the  now  forbidden  tree,  which  is  no  longer 
food  for  man.  Its  nature  ir  changed,  with  our 
condition.  To  the  ctc  of  human  pride  it  ftill  looks 
fair  and  tempting ;  mit  its  contents,  when^  eaten, 
are  afhes  and  folphur  ;  and  immortality,  without  re- 
demption, would  prpve  thereverfe  of  a  bleffing. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  this  matter,  and  the  or- 
der of  the  divine  ceconomy  concerning  it,  all  that 
is  faid  in  the  Scriptures  from  the  fall  downward, 
with  regard  to  the  new  method  of  obtaining  eter- 
nal life,  and  the  appointed  means  of  fo  doing,  will 
throw  light  backward,  and  fefye  to  illuftrate  the  ac- 
count already  given  of  the  Tree  of  life  in  Paradife. 

To  this  end  may  be  adduced  the  texts,  which 
fpeak  of  the  Redeemer,  his  religion,  truth,  grace, 
and  falvation,  under  the  very  original  cxpreffion  of 
the  Tree  of  Life.         ' 

And  here,  the  firft  place  is  due  to  that  charming 
defcription,  left  us  by  king  Solomon,  in  the  ^o^ 
verbs,  of  divine  wisdom  perfojiified,  and  represent- 
ed as  having  been  with  God  in  the  beginning,  yet 
rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and 
delighting  to  be  with  the  fons  of  men ;  as  the  war, 
the  light,  and  the  life;  the  author  and  giver  of 
peace  and  comfort,  joy  and  gladnefs;  the  Creator 
of  all  things,  -hy  whom  the  worlds  were  made,  and 
without  whom  was  not  any  thing  made,  that  was 
made. — "  Happy"— fays  the  great  teacher  of  Ifrael 
— <*  Happy  is  the  man  that  findeth  Wifdbm,  and 
the-man  that  getteth  underftanding.  For  the  mer- 
chandife  of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandife  of  fil- 
ver,  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold.  She  is 
more  precious  than  rubies  and  all  the  things  thou 
canft  dcfire  are  not  to  bfe  .compared  unto -her. 

Length 
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Length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left 
band  riches  vand  honour.  Her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths -are  peace.  She  is 
a  Tree  of  Life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her,  and 
happy  is  every  one  that  retaineth  her."  * 

Thus,   in   another   place — "  The  fruit  of  the 
righteous  is  a  Tree  of  Life  |  and  he  that  winneth 
fouls  is  wifc."f     The  fruit  produced  By  the  rights- 
ecus,  through  grace,  copious,  fair,  and  well  fla- 
voured, like  that  which  once  grew  Upon  the  Tree 
of  Life,  invites  alli^eholders  to  come  and  partake,, 
.with  its  owner,  of  that  glory  and  immortality  with 
^hich  it  fliall  one  day  be  crowned;     And  furely  - 
he,  who,  by  thefe  means,  winneth  fouls  to  righte- 
oufnefs  and  falvation,  is  wile  indeed!  He  refem*^ 
bles  the  eternal  Wifdom,  the  Son  of  God  himfelf, 
who  came  down  from  heaven  to  win  fouls,  when, 
the  fruit  of  the  righteous  was  the  true  Tree  of  Life. 

Again "  A  wholefome,  or  healing  tongue 

b  a  Tree  of  Life;  but  perverfeneft  therein  is  a. 
inxach  of  the  fpirit."| 

If  this  be  fo,  in  what  pa£es  about  the  affairs  of' 
the  prcfent  world,  how  much  more,  when  the 
concerns  of  another  make  the  fubjcft  of  convcrfa- 
tion  ?  When  we  extend  the  Proverb  to  them,  we 
cannot  but  think  of  the  two  capital  inftances,  in 
which  it  was  moft  figtially  verified.  We  deteft  the 
tongue,  that  "  perverted"  mankind  from  the  path 
of  life,  and  made  a  "  breach  in  the  fpirit,"  at  which 
fin  entered,  and  death  by  fin.  But  everlafting  be- 
nediftion  be  upon  that  tongue,  which  fpake,  as  no 
other  ever  did,  or  could  fpeak,  pardon,  peace,  and 
comfort  to  loft*  mankind.  That  was  the  Tree  of 
Life,  whofc  leaves  were  for  the  healing  of  the  na- 
tions* 
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ii009.     '^  With  the  tongue  confeffion  is  made  unto 
falvationP    -    ■ 

Once  more.  *^  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart 
fick ;  but  wbea  the  deiire  cometh,  it  is  a  Tree  of 
Life."*  This  UkewMe  is  trae,  in  temporals,  of 
any  objcfti  long  wiihed  for,  and  at  laft  poflcfled; 
hut  it  is  emphatically  fo  of  the  hope  of  falvation, 
which,  while  it  is  deferred,  maketh  the  heart  fick  \ 
as  we  may  find  by  the  pathetic  and  forcible  excla- 
mations of  thofe  who  waited  for  it  in  old  time.  But 
whei^  the  defire,  that  is,  the  objeA  of  the  defire— 
he  whom  fo  many  prophets  and  kings  had  earneftly 
delired  to  fee,  and  did  not  fee— he  who  was  "  the 
<lefire  of  all  natiQns''-**when  he  came,  he  prove< 
the  Tree  of  Life  reftored  in  the  Paradife  of  God. 

Two  remarkable  repefentations  of  things  fpiritual 
%vA  diyiae  under  the  Gofpel  difpenfation,  or  in 
th^  kingdom  of  heaven,  were  exhibited  to  Ezekiel 
and  St  John.  Let  us  compare  them  with  each  o- 
ther,  and  both  of  them  with  the  original  fcenery 
in  Paradife,  from  which  the  images  are  evidently 
borrowed,  and  to  which  unleis  they  are  again  re« 
ferred,  they  lofe  half  their  beauty  and  figniiicancy. 
In  Ezekters  vilion  of  the  ChriHian  church,  un- 
der the  figure  of  the  fecond  temple,  he  tells  us,  he 
faw  "  waters  ifluing  from  the  fandtuary,  and  giv- 
ing univcrfal  life,  wherever  they  went."f  8t  Johri 
faw  <*  a  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  chryftal, 
proceeding  from  the  throne  of  God  and  the 
.Lamb."  J  And  "  a  river,"  we  know,  «  went  forth,** 
at  the  beginning,  *<  to  water  and  make  glad  the  Gar- 
den of  God,  in  Eden."  ^ 

<<  On  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  this  fide,  and  on 
ihat  fide,"  Ezekiel  beheld  **  very  many  trees ;"  or  as 
it  {hould,   perhaps^  be  rendered,  <<  a  very  great 

'  tree," 
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tree,"*  «  whofe  leaf  fhall  not  fade,  neither  fliall  the 
fruit  thereofbe  confumed :  it  (in  the  fingular  num* 
ber)  ihall  bring,  forth  new  fruit  according  to  it's 
months ;  and  the  fruit  thereof  fhall  be  for  meat) 
and  the  leaves  for  medicine.'^f  Let  us  now  turn 
again  to  St  John — «  In  the  midd  of  the  ftreet  of 
,it" — the  iiew  Jerufalem,  fucceeding  iff  the  place  of 
Paradife,  and  the  oldjerufaleniy  with  its  temple 
and  fervices — <*  in  the  midft  of  the  ftreet  of  it,  and^ 
of  either  fide  the  river,  was  there  the  Tree  of  Life^ 
which  bare  twelve  manner  of  fruit,  and  yielded 
its  fruit  every  month  j  and  the  leaves  of  the  Tree 
were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations/':):  Can  we 
read  either  of  thefe  defcriptions,  without  immedi- 
ately carrying  our  thoughts  back  to  Eden,  where 
we  fee  growing  out  of  the  ground,  at  the  command 
of  the  Lord  God,  "  every  tree  good  for  food,  and 
pleafant  to  the  fight,  the  Tree  of  Life  alfo  in  the 
raid  ft  of  the  garden." 

But  let  us  take  a  view  of  fome  other  figures  and 
Pacraments,  ordained  fince  the  fall  of  man,  as  the 
Tree  of  Life  was  appointed  before  it,  to  reprefent 
to  the  faithful  the  blefiing  of  immortality, 
f  The  loft  blefiing  was  to  be  recovered  and  refto- 
red  to  theiiuman  race  by  the  fufFerings  and  death 
of  a  furety,  who,  after  dying  for  our  fins,  was  to 
rife  again,  for  our  juftification.  The  grand  infti« 
tution,  therefore,  .of  this  kind,  commencing  im- 
mediately upon  the  fall,  and  continuing  in  force 
to  the  death  and  refAirreftion  of  Chrift,  was  Sacri- 
fice. A  vidlim  was  brought  to  the  altar,  and  being 
flain  as  a.  fubftitute  for  the  ofterer,  firft  faved  hira 
from  death,  and  then  became  food  to  fupport  his 
life.  And  as  Providence  hath  been  ever  care&zl  to 
furnifii  us  with  continual  memento's  of  the  truths 

moft 
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Tttoft  iitJpartant  and  interefttng  to  us,  it  feems  to 
-be  a  circumdance  worthy  notice,  that  fince  the 
ufe  of  animals  for  food,  and  thofe  chiefly  which 
were  made  choice  of  infacrifice,  the  world  ftibfif- 
teth  by  (bedding  of  blood,  aftd  the  death  o^  the 
innocent  is  daily  the  life  of  the  guilty.  This  is 
an  .additional  reafbn,  why  every  meal  fhould  be 
*«  fan6tified"  according  to  the  apoftolical  dircAion, 
<«  by  the  word  of  God,  and  by  prayer,"*  while  the 
ineat  that  pei-iflieth  reminds  us,  in  fo  lively  and  ftrik«» 
inga  manner,  ofthat  wbichendurethuntoeternal  life. 
The  hiftory  of  the  Pafchal  Lamb,  with  the  prefer- 
vation  of  ifrael  from  the  hand  of  the  Deftroyer, 
in  that  night  to  be  remembered  through  all  theit 
generations,  the  night  of  their  leaving  Egypt,  is 
a  very  particular,  full,  and  beautiful  exemplifica- 
tion ofthe  nature  and  defign  of  Sacx'ifice.  «  Chrift, 
our  Paflbver,  is  ftcrificed  for  us  5''  and  therefore 
we  too  "  keep  the  feaft/^f 

That  miraculous  fupply  of  food,  vouchfafed  by 
tjlod,  to  fuftain  his  people,  during  their  journey 
through  the  wildernefs,  till  they  came  to  the  bor- 
ders of  Canaan,  was  another  fign  or  fymbol  of  im- 
mortal 4ife,  and  its  fupport  derived  from  above. 
This  new  and  extraordinary  viand  fprung  not  out 
of  the  earth,  but  came  down,  in  rain,  or  dew, 
from  heaven ;  white  to  the  eye,  fweet  to  the  tafte, 
and  agreeable  to  every  palate  \  given  freely  to  all; 
proportioned  to  the  ncceiEties  of  eachj  and  renew- 
ed day  by  day,  till  the  fojournings  of  Ifrael  were 
over,  and  the  promifed  reft  attained.  St  Paul, 
having  occalion  to  fpeak  of  thofe  events,  whichj 
as  he  expreiffes  it,  "  happened  unto  Ifrael  for  en- 
famples,"j:  as  figures  or  fliadows  of  things  fpiri-. 
tual  and  divine,  mentions  this  miracle,  with  that 
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•of  the  water  brought  crtit  of  the  rock,  in  the  follow^ 
iflg  tettns— — "  They  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpirituai 
xneart  5  they  did  all  drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink; 
for  they  drank  of  that  fpiritual  rock,  which  follow- 
ed them ;  at)d  that  rock  was  Chrift."  *    Our  Lord^ 
in  the  fixth  chapter  of  St  John's  Gofpel,  difcour- 
fing  with  the  Jews  upon  this  fubjeft,  fays  to  them— - 
^*  Mofes  gave  you  not  that  bread  from  heaven  i  but 
my  father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven. 
For  the  bread  of  God  is  he  that  cometh  down  from 
heaven,  an4  giveth  life  unto  the  world  "f     Chrift 
here  ftileth  himfelf  the  true, bread,  plainly  in  op- 
pofition  to  that  which  was  (hadowy  and  figurative. 
He  is  the  true  l>fead,  which  cometh  down  from 
Iteaven,  and  is  given,  day  by  day,  to  nourifli  and 
ftipport  the  Ifrael  of  God,,  the  camp  of  the  faints, 
the  church  militant,  during  ker  pilgrimage  in  the 
world,  till  fhe  fliall  come  to  the  promised  inheri- 
tance, the  land  of  that  everlafting  reft,  which  re- 
maineth  for  .the  people  of  God.     There  we  fhall 
find,  and  enjoy  for  ever,  the  truth  and  fubftance  of 
this  facred  figure.     "  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him 
hear  what  the  Spirit  faith  to  the  churches.     To 
him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hid- 
den MANNA,"  :|:  that  is,  to  partake  of  that  S^  life,*' 
which  is  "  hid  with  Chriil  in  God  5"  as  the  golden 
vefl'sl  of  Manna  was  laid  up,  for  a  memorial,  in 
<^  the  lioly  places  made  with  hands."  || 

To  the  fame  purpofe  ferved  that  bread,  called 
the  S/jew  Bread,  or  Bread  cf  the  Prefencey  §  fet  forth 
new,  every  morning,  in  the  tabernacle,  and  temple, 
and  denoting  the  fuftcnance  to  be  communicated  to 
the  fouls  of  men  from  the  body  of  Mefliah ;  to  pre-* 
^figure  which  body,  it  is  well  known,  that  both  ta- 
bernacle 
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Bcrnacle  anct  temple  were  conftrufted,  under  the 
direftion  of  God  himfelf. 

Laftly — What  the  Tree  of  Life  was  to  Adam  m 
paradife  ;  what  Sacrifice  in  general  was  to  the  faith-- 
ful,  after  the  fall,  from  Abel  downward  *,  what  the 
Pafchal  Lamb  was  to  Ifrael  quitting  Egypt;  what 
Manna  was  to  that  people  in  the  wildernefs  j  what 
the  Shew  Bread  was  in  the  tabernacle  and  temple ; 
all  this,  and  if  there  be  any  other  fymbol  of  like 
import,  it  is  now  briefly  comprehended,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  Chriftian  church  upon  earth,  in 
the  holy  Eucharifh  The  former  were  pre  figurative 
facraments,  this  is  a  commemolrative  one*  They 
fliewed  forth  the  Melliah,  and  the  life  which  is  by 
him,  until  his-firft  coming;  this  (hews  forth  the 
fame  Meffiah,  and  the  fame  life,  "  until  his  coming 
again."  Excluded  from  the  Tree  of  Life  in  Para- 
dife, we  are  admitted  to  partake  of  the  Bread  of 
Life  in  the  church.  Loft  by  the  covenant  of  Works, 
we  are  iaved  by  that  of  Grace.  A  cheering  voice 
calls  to  us  from  the  fanftuary,  "  Draw  near  with 
faith,  and  take  this  holy  facra'ment  to  your  com- 
f6rt.'*  The  elements  are  honoured  with  the  names  . 
of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Chrift,  becaufe  appoint- 
ed*to  fignify  and  convey,  to  the  worthy  communi- 
cant, the  blefiings  purchafed  by  his  Body  brok^jn, . 
and  his  Blood  Ihed,  upon  the  crofs ;  bleflrngs  to- 
the  foul,  like  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  body' 
by  bread  and  wine  v  life,  healthy  ftrength,  comfort, 
and  joy. 

Such  have  been  the  dlfFerent  fymbols  and  facra— 
nrkents  vouchfafcd  to  mankind  under  difierent  dif- 
penfations,  all  reprefenting  and  ftiadowing  out  4i 
glorious  immortality  in  another  and  better  world, 
where  we  (hall  fit  down  with  the  author  and  giver 
of  it,  at  liis  table,  to  eat  Bread,  and  drink  of  the-- 
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fruit  of  the  Vine,  new  in  hi^  kingdom ;  where  w©' 
fhall  give  glory  to  the  Lamb  that  was  flain ;  where 
we  ihall  partake  of  the  hidden  Manna,  and  eat  the 
fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  which  is  in  the  midft  o£ 
the  Paradift  of  God.  . 

From  the  paffages  of  Scripture  thus  laid  together^ 
the  nature  and  defign  of  the  Tree  of  Life  in  Eden: 
feem  fufficiently  clear.  And,  upon  a  review  of 
what  hath  been  faid,  it  is  impoflibie  not  to  admire. 
the  confiflency  and  uniformity  running  through 
both  Teftaments,  from  the  fccond  chapter  of  the 
Gcnelis  of  Mofes,  to  the  twenty- fecond  of  St  John's. 
Revelation,  which  fo  mutually  illuftrate.and  explain. 
each  other.  The  analogy  of  faith,  in  this  inftance,, 
proclaims  aloud  the  wifdom  and  harmony  of  the  di- 
vine dii'penfations,  from  the  creation  to  the  con- 
fummation  of  all  things. 

At  (Imdry  times,  in  divers  manners,  and  by  va- 
rious ioftruments^  hath  heaven  conveyed  inftruilion- 
to  ma;i.  But  the  inftruftlonronveyed,  with  the  terms, 
ajid  figures  employed  to  convey  ft,  befpeak,  at  all 
times,  the  hand  of  the  fame  omnifcient  and  beneficent 
author.    They  muft  be  conftrued  and  expounded  u- 
pon  the  fame  plan ;  and  when  rightly  conftrued  and 
expounded,  will  be  found  to  terminate  in  the  fame 
awful  and  intrreftinff  obie<aS,  eternal  life,  and  the 
means  of  its  attainment.     To  thefe  great  ends  ferve 
the  fymbols  of  ParadHb,  the  facrifices  of  the  patri^ 
archs,  the  types  of  the  la\r,  the  vifioos  of  the  pro- 
phets, and  the  facraments  of  the  Gofpel,  with  the 
nuiTiberlefs  exprcffions  and  dcfcrlprions  borrowed 
from  them,  and  referring  to  them.     Thefe  confti-. 
tuTe  \  kind  q{  f acred  language  peculiar  to  holy  writ,, 
and  only  explicable  by  it.      Ihe  kjiowiedge  of  this 
language  is  a  fcience  by  itfelf,  and  the  ftudy  of  it 
well, worthy  the  attention  of  fucU  as  have  kifure^ 

and. 
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and  abilities  to  profecute  it,  is  its  own  rich  and  ex- 
ceeding great  reward.  The  fubjcfts  are  of  fuch  in- 
finite moment,  that  all  others  muft  in  comparifon, 
appear^ to  be  as  nothing.  And  the  drefs,  in  which 
they  are  prefented  to  us,  is  the  moft  ornamental 
and  engaging  in  the  world.  It  is  of  that  kind,  to 
which  both  eloquence  and  poetry,  among  men,  owe 
all  their  charms.  The  do<n:rine3  of  Scripture  are 
not  propofed  in  a  naked  logical  form,,  but  arrayed 
in  the  moll  beautiful  andftriking  images  which  the 
creation  affords.  * 

A  cekbrated  and  well  known  author,  whofe  cf- 
fays  have  long  been  the  eflablilhed  ftandard  of  true  ^ 
tafle,  and  fine  writing,  makes,  in  one  of  them,  the 
following  obfervations— "  By  fimilitudes  dravn  • 
from  the  viable  parts  of  namre,  a  truth  in  the  ur- 
derftanding  is,  as  it  were,  reHe£red  by  the  imagi- 

,  nation:  we  are  able  t?o  fee  fomething*  like  colour 
and  Ihape  in  a  notion,  and  to  difcover  a  fchem.e  of 
thoughts  traced  out  upon  n^atter.  And  here  the 
mind  receives  a  "reat  deal  of  fatisfa-cHrion,  and  has' 
two  of  its  faculties  gratified  at  the  fame  time,  while 
the  fancy  is  bufy  in  copying  after  the  underiland*. 
ing,  and  tranfcribing  ideas  out  of  the  intellectual  - 
world  into  the  material.     It  is  this  talent  of  affec-  - 

.  ting  the  imagination  that  gives  an  embellifliment  to  • 
good  fenfe,  and  makes  one  man's  compofitions  more 
agreeable  than  another's.     It  has  fomething  in  it  > 
like  creation,  and  beftows  a  kind  of  exigence*.     It  . 
makes  additions  to  nature,  and  gives  (greater  variety 
to  God's  works.     In  a  word,  ic  is  able  to  beautify 
and  adorn  the  moft  illuftrious  fcenes  in  the  univerft:^ 
and  to  fill  the  mind  with  more  glorious  fliews  andT- 
apparitiona  than  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  it."f 

F  3  Perhaps 

•  See  Lord  Bacon*s  Advanc«ment  of  Learning,  B.  vi.  C.  3. 
t  Mr  Addison's  concluding  piper  on  the  Pleafurts  of  Injegt* 
nation.    Spe^tor  VI.  N**  4il. 
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Perhaps  it  is  impoflible  any  where  to  meet  with.^ 
jufter  fentimcnts  than  thefe  are,  clothed  in  more 
apt  and  elegant  expreffions*     And  this  fingle  paf- 
fage  would  have  ftifficed  to  eftablifh  the  reputation 
fo  juftly  a-cquired  by  its  author.     The  inference  I 
would  beg  leave  to  make  from,  it  is  this  ;  If  fuch  be 
the  cafe  in  human  compofitions,  wh^re  fimilitudes 
are  drawn  by  fliort-fighted.  man,  to  illuftrate  things- 
temporal  ;  what  muft  it  be,  when  they  are  drawn,, 
to  illuftrate  things  eternal,  by.hitn,  who  has  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the 
objefts  from  whence  they  are  drawn,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  to  which  they  are  applied  ;.  nay,  who,  doubt- 
lefs  created  the  vifiblc  world,  among  other  purp.7- 
fes,  for  that,  to  which  he  himfelf,  in  his  Revela« 
tions  to  mankind,  has  fb  continually  employed  it,, 
that  of  ferving  as  a  pidlure,  or  rcprefentationiof  the 
world  at  prefent  invifible?   "  Lye, hath  not  feen/* 
fays  an  Apoftle,  <<  nor  ear  hciwd,  neither  have  en- 
tered into  the  heart  of  nian  to  conceive  the  things 
that  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But 
God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit ;"  * 
and  the  Spirit,  knowing  our  infirmuies,  and  wliere- 
of  we  are  made,  hath  revealed  them,  from  begin- 
ning, by  external  ligns,./ymbols,  facraments,  and 
a  figurative  language,    fupplicd  by  them.     Upon 
this  very  principle  it  is,  that  another  acknowledged 
mailer  of  ftyle  and  compofition  grounds  the  cba- 
r after  of  the  facred  writings,    couiidcred  ia  that 
view — "  Eloquence  (fays  he)  is  that  which    per- 
iuades :  it  perfuades  by  moving  ;  it  moves  by  things, 
and  palpable  ideas  only  :  and  hence  no  eloquence  is 
fo  perfect  as  that  of  the  Scriptures ;  fince  the  liioft 
fpiritual  and  rnetaphyfical  things  arc  there  repre- 
Icnted  by  fenlible  and  lively  images."  f 

•  1  Cor.  ii.  9.  In 

f'RoiLiN,  EclUs  Ltuns,  ii,  360.— "  To  quarrel  whh  our 

Maker 
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*'    Tn  juftification  of  this  remark,  let  the  appeal,  iw 
the  inftance'  now  before  us,  be  made  to  every *one^ 
endued  with  fenfibility.     The  pofition  to  be  laid 
down  i&,  that  through  th^  alone  merits  of  the  Re- 
deemer, we  now  inherit  eternal  life.     Is  it  poflible 
for  all  the  art  of  man  to  convey  this  truth  in  terms 
fo  pleaiing  and  informing,  as  thofe  few  ufed  by  St 
John,  with  allufton  to  the  fcenery  in  Eden — "  And 
he  flxewed  me  a  pure,  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as 
chry  ftal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  of 
the- Lamb.    And  in  the  midft  of  the  ftreet  of  the  new 
Jerufalem,  and  of  either  fide  of  the  river,  was  there 
the  Free  of  Life,  which  bare  twelve  manner  of  fruits, , 
and  yielded  her  fruit  every  month  ; .  and  the  leaves 
of  tlW  Tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations."—? - 
Ta  whom,  then,  bleffed  Lord  Jefus,  fliould  we 
go  ?  Thou-haft  the  words  of  eternal  life.    Thou  art 
the  true  Tree  of  Life,  in  the  midft  of  the  Paradife 
of  God.     For  us  men,  and  for  our  falvation,  thou 
did  ft  condefcend  to  be  planted,  in  a  lowly  form, 
upon  the  earth.     But  thy  head  foon  reached  tO: 
heaven,  and  thy  branches  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Thy  head  Is  crowned  with  "glory,  and  thy  branches^ 
are  the  branches  of  honour  and  gracci     M<dicinaL 
ai'e  thy  leaves  to  heal  'every  malady,  and  thy  fruits 
are  all  the  bleilings  of  immortality.     It  is  our  hope, 
Qur  fupport,  our  comfort,  and  all  our'joy,  to  reflect, 
that,  wearied  with  the  labours,  and  worn  out  with, 
the  cares  and  forfows  of  a  fallen  world,  we  fhall  fit 
dow^n  under  thy  fhadow  with  great  dejight^  and: 
tiiy  fruit  fhall  be  fv^eet  to  our  tafte  !  . 

Maker  about  this  way  of  proceeding;,  would  be  to  blame  him  for  • 
cofvveying  traths  to  us  in  the  ir.oft  affeOing  and  agreeable  manner; 
or  for  creating  us-witli  thofe  faculties^  which  :irc  fitted  to  receive 
truths  thus  conveyed.     For  the  moft  important  truths,  as  we  are. 
framed  at  prefent,  can  make  but  a  flight  impreflion  on  the  m\ud; 
unlefs  they  enter  firft  like  a-pidiure^  into  the  imagination,  and^ 
frotn  thence  are  ftamped  on  thp  memory,"     PfiTtRsj  Cxk.DiiH 
on  the  Book  of  Job,  Fart  I.  Se<ft«  x. 
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Gen.  li.  17. 

Of  the  Tree  of  the  Knavledge  of  good  and  evil  thcu 

fhalt  not  eat, 

X  HIS  is  the  firft  and  the  only  hw  recorded  to-- 
have  teen  promulged  in  the  liate  of  man's  inno- 
cence.   It  may  therefore  be  reafonably  fuppoftd  to 
have  contained  in  itfelf  the  fubftance  of  many  other 
laws..    Its  cpnnprehenfion  may  be  inferred  likevvife'    * 
from  its. importance.     The  tranfgreflion  of  it  oc-- 
cafioned  the  fall  of  the  human  race,  and  introduced  , 
the  neceffity  of  a  redemption  by  the  Son  of  God. 

Could  we  afcertain  with  precifion  what  is  intend- 
ed by  the  hrtoivledge  of  good  and  evil ^  fuch  a  difeo  ve- 
ry might  pollibly  furniihus  with  a  key  to  this  part 
of  Scripture,  and  to  the  trania^ions  relative  to  the 
trial  of  our  firfl:  parents  ii?  Paradife.  Let  us  there- 
fore begin  with  an  enquiry  into  the  true  meaning 
of  theffr  words. 

By  the  knowledge  of: good  and  evil  the  genera-- 
Ifty  of  commentators  und^rftand  ^x/>mwf«f^/ know- 
ledge ;  and  they  fuppofe  the  name  to  have  been 
given  to  the  tree  by  2i  prolepfsy  becaufe,  in  the  c-- 
vent,  through  man's  tranfgreflion,  it  was  to  become  > 
the  means  of  his  attaining  the  experimental  know- 
ledge of  evil ;  thus  purchafing  to  himfelf  a  know- 
ledge of  good,  manifefted  and  illuftrated  by  com- 
)  parifoa. 
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parifon  with  its  oppofitc ;  as  a  pcrfon  is  then  faid 
to  undernafid  the  nature  and  value  of  health,  whea 
he  has  been  deprived  of  it  hy  ficknefs. 

That  fuch  was  the  effcft  of  the  tranfgreffion,, 
is  certain :  but  k  is  not,  perhaps  fo  certain,  that 
this  is  the  right  interpretation  of  the  phrafe,  which 
is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  place,  but  occurs  iiv 
other  parts  of  the  facrcd  writings,  where  it  cannot 
be  taken  in  the  fenfe  afligned.  Nay,  there  arc  two> 
pafTagcs  even  in  the  third  chapter  of  Geneiis  itfelf, 
which  do  not  admit  of  iuch  expofition.  The^ 
tempter-  aflures  the  woman,  that,  on  eating  the. 

,  fruit,  they  ihould  be  as  gods,^"  knowing  good  and. 
evil."  And  the  Almighty  afterwards  fays,  «  Man 
is  become  like  one  of  us,  «*  knowi/jg  g4>od  and  eviU* 
Now  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  poflcfled  by 
the  Deity  cannot  poffibly  be  that  produi:ed  by  the 
experimental  knowledge  of  evil.  I^et  us  examine 
into  the  ufage  of  the  words  elfe where. 

In  Deuteronomy  we  read— *«  Moreover  your  lit-, 
tie  ones  which  ye  faid  fliould  be  a  prey,  and  youf^ 
children  which  in  that  day  had  no  hioivhdge  of  good 
Qfid  evily  they  fhall  go  in  thither."*  Here,  to 
know  good  and  evil  is,  evidently,  to  know  the  na*^ 
ture  of  both,  and  fo  to  form  a  judgment  upon  that 
knowledge,  as  to  chufe  the  one,  aod  refufe  the  o-^ 
ther.  Thus  again  the  fanle  fentiment  \s,  expreffed 
in  the  well  known  paffage  of  Ifaiah,  "  Before  the 

'  child   fliali  know  to  refufe  the  evil,  and  chufe  the- 

gocd:'^j:     And  again,  the  woman  of  Tekoah  iays-to 

David,  "  As  an  angel  of  God  fo  is  my  Lord  the 

king,  to  difcern  gccd  and  had^  X  that  is,  to  diftin-^ 

guiiii,  judge,  and  aft  accordingly.     This  laft' pa(^ 

fage  is  iin^ilar  to  thofe  before  cited  from  Genefis, 

and  muft  explain  them  ;  namely,  "  Ye  fliall  be  as 

.  ,  go^s^. 

•^  Deut.  i.  39k  t  lOii,  »ii.  15.  \^  %  Sam.  xiv,  17.    , 
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godsj  knowing  good  and  evil  |"  and,  "  Man  is  be- 
come like  one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil.*'  It 
may  be  added,  that  a  New  Teftament  writer  ufes 
the  words  in  the  very  fame  fenfe.  For  the  Apoftle, 
fpeaking  pf  adults  in  Chriftianity,  as  oppofed  to 
babes  in  the  faith,  ftyles  them  fuch  as  have  <*  their 
fcnfes  ex  ere  I  fed  to  difcern  good  and  eviL'*^  * 

Suth  being  the  plain  and  acknowledged  import 
of  the  expreflion  in  other  parts  of  the  Scriptures, 
why  fliould  we  fuppofe  it  to  be  difFercBt  in  the  in- 
fiance  before  us  ?  Let  us  rather  conclude  it  to  be 
the  fame. 

The  queftion  then  will  be,  how  could  this  Tree* 
in  the  Garden  of  Eden  confer  a  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil?  How  could  it  enabk  man  to  difcern  the- 
nature  of  each  ?  How  could  it  inform  him  which, 
was  to  be  purfuedj  and  which  to  be  avofded  f. 

Shall  we  fay,  with  the  Jewifh  writers,  that  there 
was  any  virtue  in  the  fruit,  to  clarify  the  under- 
ftanding,  and  fo  to  teach  man  knowledge  ?  But  if 
fo,"  why  was  it  prohibited  ?  For  the  knowledge, 
which  we  fuppofe  to  be  implied  in  thcNphrafe,  W 
perfeftive  of  man's  nature ;  it  is  true  wifdom ;  and 
if  he  really  acquired  it  by  tafting  'the  forbidden 
fruit,  he  was  much  benefited  by  tranfgreffion.  We 
muft  therefore  determine,  that  the  tree  was  defign* 
ed  to  teach  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  or  to 
be  produflive  of  true  wifdom,  not  in  a  phyfical, 
but  in  a  moral  way.  It  inftrufted  our  iirft  parents 
to  fly  from  and  avoid  death,  and  tKe  caufc  of  death 
which  muft  have  been  in  fome  manner  denoted  by 
this  Tree ;  as  they  were  dire<^ed  to  chufe  life,  and 
the  caufe  of  life,  fignified  to  them  by  the,  other, 
Tree,  which  bore  that  appellation. 

Tbe  prohibition,  being  calculated  for  man's  trial, 

was. 

*  Heb.  V.  I4. 
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was  at  the  fame  time  calculated  to  give  him  the  in* 
ibrmation  neceffary  for  that  purpofe.  Such  is  the 
"nature  and  defign  of  every  law.  It  conveys  the 
Jcuowlege  of  good  and  evil  by  prohibiting  .the  lat- 
ter, and  confequcntly  enjoining  the  former,  *<  By 
the  kw,  fays  St  Paul^  is  the  knowlege  of  fin.  I 
had  not  known  Iufl>  except  the  law  had  fziid,  Thoa 
ihalt  not  covet."*  It  is  the  law,  in  every  cafe, 
irefpeftively,  which  gives  the  knpwlege  of  good  and 
eviL  Obedience  to  it  is  good,  and  the  reward  is 
life ;  difobedience  is  evil,  and  the  penalty,  death. 
And  the  trial  of  man,  thus  informed,  is,  whether 
he  will  obey  or  difobey  jvin  order  to  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  the  lawgiver's  juftice,  wifdoxn,  power,  and 
glory,  by  rewarding  or-punifhing  him,  as  he  does 
the  one  or  the  other.  The  difficulty  lies  herei 
Why  an  a£lion  to  appearance  fo  unimportant  and 
infigniiicant,  as  that  of  eating,  or  forbearing  to  eat 
the  fruit  of  a  Tree  fhould  have  been  appointed  a$ 
the  teft  of  his  obedience  ? 

To  folve  this  difficulty,  let  it  be  con^dered,  that, 
befide  thofb  laws  ufually  termed  /wa^W,  and  fuppofed 
to  fpeak  their  own  fitnefs  and  propriety,  from  an 
obvious  view  of  the  nature  and  conilitution  of 
things,  it  is  not  ftrange  or  uncommon  for  God  to 
try  the  love  and  obedience  of  man  by  other  precejptSj 
ftyied  pofttive-  zndrceremou'tal.  Such  was  the  order 
for  Abraham  to  quit  his  country,  and  kindred,  and 
afterward,  to  ofier  his  fon  Ifaac :  upon  which  lat- 
ter occafion,  notwithftanding  the  proofs  before  gi- 
ven by  him  of  an  obedient  Spirit,  God  was  pleaf* 
ed  to  fay,  '^  Now  I  know  thou  feareft  God."f 
ouch  were  the  ritual  obfervances  regarding  facri- 
ficature  and  other  particulars,  obferved  among  the 
patriarchs,  and  afterwards,  wiih  additions,  repu- 

bliihed 

*  Rom.  vli.  7*  .•  f  Gen.  xxii.  12. 
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-bliflied  in  form  by  Mofes.     Sach  are  the  injunAiodS 
to  abflinence  and  felf-denial,  with  the  inditutions 
of  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper  among  ChfidiaBS* 
What  hath  been  thus  done  under  every  other  difr 
penfation,  was  done  like  wife  in  Paradife. 
^    And  as  touching  thefe  fame  precepts  called ;^o* 
ftttvey  even  they  arc  not,  what  they  arc  fometimcs 
deemed  to  be,  arbitrary  precepts,  given  for  no  o* 
ther  reafon,  but  becaufe  il  is  the  will  of  G^d  to 
give  them.     Thy  carry  in  them  a  reafon,  which, 
though  it  may  not  be  difcoverable  unlefs  revealed, 
is  yet  neverthelefs  founded  on  the  ftate  of  human 
nature,  its  relation  to  God,  and  its  various  wants,N 
,at  different  times,  and  in  different  fituations.   ,  The  * 
obfervation,  indeed,  made  by  an  eminent  cafuift  * 
with  refpeft  to  human  laws,  holds  much  ftrongef 
with  rcfpeft  to  laws  divine.     "  The  obedience  of 
that  man  is  much  too  delicate,  who  iniifts  upon 
knowing  the  reafons  of  all  laws  before  he  will  obey 
them.     The  legiflator  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have 
given  his  fan<5lion  from  the  reafon  of  the  thing ; 
but  where  we  cannot  difcover  the  reafon  of  it,  the 
fanftion  is  to  be  the  only  reafon  of  our  obedience.** 
This  obfervation,  1  fay,  is  moft  certainly  a  juft  one. 
But  as  a  wife  God  a£ts  not  without  the  higheft  rea- 
fon, fo  a  gracious  God,  in  his  difpenfations  to  \m 
reafon  able  creatures,  has,  in  many  inftanccs,  with 
his  commands,  communicated  the  reafons  on  which 
they  were  founded,  and  has  even  condei'cended  to 
argue  with  his  people,  on  the  juftice  and  redlitude 
of  his  proceedings. 

Services  outward  and  vifible  have  been  enjoined* 
They  have  been  always  enjoined.  But  then  they 
have  always  been  fymbolical  of  difpofitions  and  ac* 
tions  inward  and  fpiritual.     When  this  is  the  cafe, 

from 

*  feifhop  Taylor. 
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^om  unimportant  and  infignificant,  they  become 
the  moit  important  and  Significant  tranfadlions  in 
the  world.  An  uninformed  perfon,  Hving  in  the 
times  of  perfecution  under  the  heathen  cmperorj^ 
mtift  hav«  been,  to  the  laft  degree,  aftonifhed  and 
confounded,  when  told,  that  a  Chriftian  was  ift 
dagger  of  et^rnil  rejeftion  from  the  prefencc  of 
God,  if  he  fcattered  a  handful  x>f  incenfe  on  the 
iire  ;  and  that  he  was  botind,  by  his  religion,  ra- 
ther to  die  in  torments,  than  fubmit  to  do  it.  But 
every  objeftion  vaniflies  in  &  moment,  when  vrc 
know,  that  fuch  an  aftion,  in  a  Chriftian  fo  circnm- 
ilanced,  wjSis  a  token  of  renouncing  his  God  and 
Saviour,  andackiiowledgingafalfe  obgeft  of  worfliip. 

To  come  a  little  nearer  to  the  point  in  queftiom 
Know  we  not,  that  the  a£ti6n  of  tattng^  in  parti- 
cular, from  the  beginning,  both  among  believers 
and  unbelievers,  has  ever  been  efteemed  and  con- 
llituted  an  iiftion  fymbolical  of  religious  aSeAion^ 
and  that,  in  the  days  of  St  Paul,  a  man  denominated 
himfelf  either  one  or  the  other,  as  he  partook  of 
the  Lord*s  table,  or  the  table  of  an  idol  ?  What 
Were  thefe,  in  the  new  Paradife,  the  church  Chrif- 
tian, but  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  the  Tree  of  Death  ? 
Why  (hould  it  feem  incredible,  or  abfurd,  thatji 
in  man's  original  trial,  the  fame  aAion  Ihould  have 
been,  In  fome  manner,  fignificative  of  the  fanie  afi- 
feAion  ?  And  if  in  that  truly  golden  age  of  inno- 
cence, health,  and  ftlicity^  the  food  allotted  to  man 
was  of  the'vegetable  kind,  then  the  fruit  of  a  Tree 
ftaiift  of  courfe  be  the  fubjeft  of  the  prohibition. 
In  after  ages,  linder  the  law  of  Mofcs  and  the  per*- 
ittifRon  of  animal  fdod,  the  figurative  fyftem  of 
rites  #as  artificial  and  fanguinary ;  but  in  the  fa^ 
cred  grove  of  £d%n,  that  firft  tabernacle  or  tem- 
ple, planted  for  a  place  of  worihip  as  well  as  of 
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abode,  the  whole  of  the  religious  fcenery  was  corn*- 
^fed  of  the  beautiful  and  luxuriant  produftions  of 
-primeval  nature,  unftained  with  bIood>  when  as  yet 
there  was  no  naaledidion  opcrn  the  ground. 

This  confideration  fatisfies  the  mind,  and  re* 
anoves  every  objeftion  made  to  the  nature  of  the 
teft,  and  the  wiiUom  of  God  in  appointing  it.  For 
if  in  this,  as  in  other  difpenfations,  the  adtion  of 
•eating  was  intended  to  foe  fymbolical  of  fonie  men- 
tal difpofition  or  affection,  whether  we  can  now  dfi^ 
certain  particulars,  or  not,  all  the  bufibooery  of  in* 
£delity  falls  to  the  ground  at  once.  The  trial  of 
Jldam,  like  that  of  every  other  man,  was,  whether 
he  would  fo  far  believe  in  God,  as  to  look  for  hap- 
^inefs  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command ;  or 
would  feek  that  happinefs  elfewhere,  and  apply  for 
it  to  fome  forbidden  objeft,  of  which  the  Tree  muft 
liave  been  an  emblematical  reprefentation* 

You  will  aik,  what  that  objeft  was  ?  And  what 
information,  as  to  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil« 
Adam  could  receive  from  the  prohibition  ?  By  an- 
fwering  thelaft  queftipn,  a  way  may,  in  fome  mea- 
sure, perhaps,  be  opened  for  an  anfwer  to  the  ixrft. 

A  due  contemplation  of  the  prohibition  -might 
naturally  fuggeft  to  the  mind  of  our  firft  parent  the 
following  important  truths  j  efpecially  if  we  confi* 
der  (as  we  muft  and  ought  to  confider)  that  to  him, 
tinder  the  tuition  of  his  Maker,  all  things  neceifary 
were  explained  and  made  clear,  how  obfcure  foever 
they  may  appear  to  us,  forming  a  judgment  of 
them  from  a  very  concife  narrative,  couched  19 
fgurative  language,  at  this  diftance  "of  time. 

Looking  upon  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  then, 
:and  recollefting  the  precept  of  which  it  was  the 
fubjeft,  Adam  might  karn,  that  God  was  the  fove*- 
4rei^n  Lor<d  of  all  things :  that  :the  dominion  yc&ed 
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Fn  man  over  the  creatures  was  by  no  means  a  domi* 
nion  abfolute  and  independent :  that  without,  and 
beilde  God,  there  was  no  true  and  real  good :  that 
to  defire  any  thing  without  and  befide  him,  wa9^ 
evil ;  that  no  temporal  worldly  good,  however  fair 
and  tempting  its  appearance,  was  to  be  fixed  upoo" 
by  man,  as  the  fource  of  his  felicity :  that  the  ible 
rule  for  (hunning,  or  deHring  things  fenfible,  fhould 
be  the  will  and  word  of  God ;  and  that  good  and 
evil  {hould  be  judged  of  by  that  ftandaird  alone :; 
that  the  obedience,  which  God  would  accept,  muH: 
be  paid  with  all  the  powers  and  aiFe£lions  of  the 
aiind,  ihewing  itfelf  careful  and  prompt  in  every 
the  leaH:  inftance :  that  man  was  not  yet  placed  in 
a  ft'ate  of  confiimmate  and  eftablifhed  blifs;  but 
that  fuch  ftate  was  by  him  to  be  earneftly  expeAed, 
and  incefiantly  deiired  ^  and  that  he  mufb  take  the 
way  to  it,  marked  and  pointed  out  by  God  himfelf.* 
Thefe  particulars  feem  to  flow  from  the  prohibi'- 
tlon  in  an  eafy  and  natural  train.     And  they  lea<t 
us  to  anfwer  the  other  queftion,  namely.  What  was^. 
the  object  reprefented  by  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  ?' 
It  was  that  objeA,  on  which  man  is  prone  to  fet 
bis  afieAicms,  inftead  of  placing  them  on  a  better  & 
it  was  that  objed,  which,  in  every  age,  has  beei^ 
the  great  rival  of  the  Almighty  in  the  human  hearty, 
it  was  that  objcil,  which,  in  one  way  or  other,  has- 
always  been  ^*  worihipped  and  ferved  rather  than^ 
the  Creator;"  it  was  the  creature,  the  world  j. 
and  the  grand  trial  was,  as  it  ever  hath  been,  and. 
ever  will  be,   till  tHe  world  (hall  ceafe  to  exift^ 
whether  things  vilible,  or  things  invifibie,  ihould 
obtain  the  preference ;  whether  man  (hould  walk 
"  by  fight,   or   by  faith."      To  know,  this  was 
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the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;  and  this  know^ 
ledge  came  by  the  law  of  God,  which  faid,  «*  Thou 
ihalt  not  covet."  *  Man's  wifdom  coniifted  in  the 
obfervation  of  that  law ;  but  an  enemy  perfuadcd 
him  to  feek  wifdom  by  tranfgreffing  it.  He  did  fo  j 
and  had  nothing  left,  but  to  repent  of  his  folly  j  a 
cafe  that  happens,  among  his  defcendents,  every 
day,  and  every  hour. 

Let  us,  therefore,  confider  the  Tree  of  Know- 
ledge, in  this  light,  with  refpeft  to  its  nature,  fitu- 
dtion,  dcfign,  qualities,  effeds,  and  the  knowledge 
conferred  by  it. 

The  fruit  of  this  Tree  was,  to  appearance,  fair 
and  pleafent ;  but,  when  taftcd,  it  became,  by  th^ 
divine  appointment,  the  caufe  of  death.  Now, 
what  is  it,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind,  feems 
equally  pleading  and  alluring,  but  the  end  thereof^ 
when  coveted  in  oppofition  to  the  divine  command^ 
proves  to  be  death  ?  It  is  the  Worlds  with  its  plea- 
ftires  and  its  glories,  de  fired  by  its  votaries,  per  fas 
afque  nefisy  to  the  denial  of.  God,  and  to  their  own* 
dertru^ion.  The  Scriptures  proclaim'  this  aloud/ 
and  the  experience  of  all  generations  confirms  their 
tedimony.  Indeed,  wha|;  is  there  in  the  umverfe, 
but  the  Creator  and  the  Creature  ?  And  between 
whom,  but  them,  can  the  conteft  fubfift,  for  the 
love  and  obedience  of  man  ? 

The  Tree  of  Knowledge  was  fituated  in  the  midft 
of  tlice  garden,  as  was  the  Tree  of  Life.  They  ftood 
near  together,  but  they  ftqod  in  oppofitiop.  The 
divine  difpenfations  are  always  belt  iilutlrated  by 
each  ether.  Under  the  Gofpel,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
Tree  of  Life.  What  is  it  that  oppofes  him,  and, 
notyyithftanding  ail  that  he  has  done,,  and  fufFered, 
and  commanded,  and- promifed,  and  threatened,  is 
Cpntinu^lly,  by  its  folicitations,  being  ever  prefent 
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aiird'at  handj  feducing  men  intothe  path  of  death  ?^ 
Scripture  and  experience  again  join  in  ailbring  us>. 
that  it  is  the  World.     When  wc  are  in  the  honfc- 
of  God,  which  is^  Eden^^reftored,  engaged  in  hear-  - 
ing  his  word,  and  in  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  we- 
fit  down,  as  it  were,  under  the  ffcadow  of  thc.Trec- 
of  Life.     No  fooner  are  we  gone  from  it,  and  tea- 
often  even  while  we  arc  there,  the  World  intrudes^ , 
and  draws  off  to  other  fubjefts  our  thoughts  andN 
our  affedtio'ns.     What  faith  Mofes  under  the  law  ?' 
«  Behold  1  fct  before  you,  this  day,  life  and  good,* 
death  and  evil;  chufe  ye."*     Arc  not  thefe  tho- 
two  Trees  of  ParadKe  ?    But  imagination  cannot 
form  to  itfelf  a  more  exquiiite  and  affcfting  piece  - 
of  fcenery  upon  this  fubjeA,  than  that  exhibited  by^ 
iping  Solomon  in  the  bookw  of  Proverbs ;  a  book,,, 
whofe  end  and  dedgn  is,  to  teach  us  the  true  know-* 
ledge  of/ good  and  evil,  that  we  may  purfuc  the: 
one,  and  avoid  the  other.     In  his  vii.  chapter,  un*- 
d<er  the  ufual  figure  of  an  harlot,  loofely  decked  in  ^i 
a  profufion  of  vain  ornaments,  he  introduces  the 
World,  or  the  falfe  wifdom  thereof,  by  its  fcvcrali 
fictitious  charms,  and  meretricious  bland ifliments,. 
aUuring  the  unwary  to  the  chambers  of  deftruftion. 
In  the  fucceeding  chapter,  by  way  of  perfect  con-»- 
traft,  appears,  in  the  beantyiand  majefty  of  holi- 
nefs,  the  offspring,  of  the  Almighty,  the  Son  of  the.- 
Father,  the  true  and  eternal  Wifdom  of  God,  ^ith . 
all  the  tenderiove  and  afife6bionate  concern  of  a^ 
ptirent,  inviting  men  to  the  fubflantial  joys  and  un- 
fading pleafuresof  immortality,  in  the houfe  of  faU 
vation.     Again  we  are  prefented  with  the  Tree  of 
Death,  and  the  Tree  of  Life.     From  Solomon  let: 
us  pafs  to  St  Paul.     ♦'^  To  be  carnally  minded  i» 
death  \  but  to  be  fpiritually  minded  is^  life^    if  ye 
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live  after  the  flcfh  ye  fhall  die  ;  but  if  ye  through- 
the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye 
fhall  live."  *  Behold  once  more  the  Trees  of  Death 
and  Lifel  Such,  in  good  truth,  is  the  face  gf  things^ 
every  where  offering  itfelf  to  view  ;  fuch  is  the  con- 
teft  inceflantly  carrying  on  in  this  prefcnt  Worlds 
which,  on  the  one  hand  entices  the  children  of 
Adam,  by  giving  therofelves  up  to  its  enjoyments, 
to  tafle  the  Tree  of  Death ;  while  the  Redeemer, 
on  the  other,  flill  continues  to  cry  aloud  by  his 
i^ord,  «  To  him  that  overcometh  will,  I  give  to  eat 
of  the  Tree  of  Life." 

The  Tree  of  ICnowledge  was  defigned  to  be  the 
tefl:  of  Adam's  obedience,  tb.e  fubjeit  matter  of  his 
trial.  The  World,  with  its  delirable  objcdls,  is  the 
left  of  our  obedience,  the  fubjtit  matter  of  our 
trial,  whether  we  will  make  it  our  chief  good,  or 
prefer  the  promife  of  God  to  it.  Thus,  the  trial 
of  Abraham  was,  whether  he  would  quit,  his  counr 
try,  and  kindred,  and  yield  up  his  only  Ion  in  obe- 
dience to  the  divine  command,  truiiing  to  a  re- 
compence  in  reverlion.  The  trial  of  Job  was,  whe- 
ther he  would  flill  fcrve  God,  when  deprived  o£ 
his  poffci^ions,  his  family,  and  his  health.  Aft  en 
this  fort,  was  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift  himfelf  proved 
by  the  mod  powerful  incitements  of  the  humaft 
paffions.  Of  the  Tree  of  knowledge  fcJatan  temptect 
hint  to  put  forth  his  hfind  and  take  and  eat,  that 
the  fecond  Adam  might  be  tried  after,  the  example 
of  the  firft.  The  diiciplcs  alfo  are  tried  in  like 
manner  with  their  bklfed  mafter*  They  are  in-, 
ftrufted  to  renounce  the  World,  and  deny  them- 
iclves  •,  which  is  only  the  original  prohibition  inu 
other  words ;  "  Of  tl^e  Tree  of  the  Knowledge  of 
good  and  evil  thou  fhalt  not  eat." 

'  The 
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Tlie  apparent  qualities  of  the  forbidden  tree  are- 
reprefented  to  have  been  thefe.  It  feemed  "  good  for 
food,  and  fair  to  the  fight,  aiid  a.  tree  to  be  defired 
to  make  one  wife."    It  is  remarkable,  that  8t  John^ 
laying  before  us  an  inventory  of  the  World,  and  all 
that  is  in  it  employs,  a  diyifion  entirely  fimilar. 
"  Love  not  the  world,  fays  he,  neither  the  things, 
that  are  in  the  world.     If  any  man  love  the  world, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him*     For  all  that 
is  in  the  world,  the  defire  of  the  flcfh,  and  the  de- 
fire  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the. 
Father,  but  is  of  the  world.     And  the  world  paff- 
€th  away,  and  the  defire  thereof;  but  he  that  doth- 
the  will  of  God  abidcth  for  ever."*    Here  is  a  pic- 
ture of  the  fatal  Tree,^   full  blown,    with  all  its. 
temptations  about  it,  drawn,  by  thepencil  of  truth,* 
in  its  ori^nal  and  proper  colours.    The  expreflions> 
tallv,  to  the  minuteft  decree  of  exaftnefs.     The. 
«<  defire  of  the  flefh"  anfwers  to  "  good  for  food  ;'* 
the  "  defire  of  the  eyes"  is  parallel  with  **  fair  tOv 
the  fight  V?  and  the  "  pride  of  life"  correfponds 
with  "  a  Tr^re  to  be  defired  to  make  one  wife." 
The  oppofition  between  this  Tree  and  the  other  iS' 
ftrongly  marked,     **  If  anyman  lov-e  the  World, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."     And  We* 
are  informed,  that  one  leads  to  death,  the  other  to 
life.     «  Thie  World  pafleth  away,  and  the  defire. 
thereof;  but  he  that  doth  the  Will  of  God  abideth 
for  ever."     Precifely. conformable,  in  every  circum— 
ftance^.  was*  the  threefold  temptation  of  the  fecond 
Adam.     He  was  tempted  to  convert;  flones  intd, 
bread  for  food,  to  fatisfy  «.  the  defire  of  the  ilefli  ;"• 
he  wa*  tempted  with  the  klngdoms^  of  the  world* 
and  the  glories  of  them,  to  fatisfy  "  the  defiire  of 
the  eye&j"  he  was  tempted  to  work  a.  miracle  on. 
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Ac  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  to  fhew  hitnfflfT 
moving  aloft  through  the  air  in  the  fight^  of  the  ^ 
multitude,  to  difplay  "  the  pride  ofiifc.*'     He  re- 
pelled the  tempter,  as  our  iirft  parents  ihould  have 
done,  and  as  we  their  chHdrcn  fhould  do. now,  in- 
ftead  of  judging  according  to  appearances,   by  a 
firm  and  refolute  appeal  to  the  Revelation  of  God, 
Thus,  whether  we  confider  the  Tree  of  Know- 
ledge as  to  its  nature,  its  fituation,  its  defign,  or  its- 
qualities,  it  Teems  to  have  been  a  very  apt  and  fig— 
nificant  emblem  of  the  Creature,  or  the  World, 
with  its  delights  and  its  glories,  the  pbjedls  oppo- 
fed,  in  every  age,  to  God  and  his  word.     To  re- 
jcft  the  allurements  of  the  former,  and  obey  the 
dictates  of  the  latter,  is  the  knowledge  of  good  and«^. 
dvil,  and  the  true  wifdom  of  man.     fclp  that  the 
forbidden  Tree  inParadife,  when  the  divine  inten- 
tions concerning  it  are  explained  from  other  parts- 
of  Scripture,    teaches  the  important  leflbn  more 
than  once  inculcated  by  Solomon,  and  which  was 
likewife  the  refult  of  holy  Job's  enquiries;   "  Be^ 
hold,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom  ;  and : 

to  DEPART  FROM  EVID  IS  UNDERSTANDING." 

Whoever  Ihall  attentively  refteft  on  the  evidence 
which  has  been  produced,  and  duly  confider  the 
perfect  coincidence  and  harmony  of  the  Scriptures  • 
and  difpenfations  of  God  upon  the  fti bjeft,  will,, 
perhaps,  be  convinced,  that,  in  the  main,  we  muft 
have  fixed  upon  the  true  expofition  of  **  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,"  and  the  nature  of  man's 
original  trial.     There   is  a  doubt,   or  difliculty, . 
which  offers  itfelf  and  may  feem  to  require  a  folu— 
tion.     It  is  this.    We  all  know,  as  the  flate  of  hu- 
man affairs  is  at  prefent,  by  what  manner,  and  by 
what  temptations,  the  world  folicits  our  dtfiires  af- 
ter objcfts  forbidden ;  but  what  temptation,  you 
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will  fay,  could  it  hold  forth  to  our  firft  parents, 
exifting  alone,  invefted  with  fovereignty  over  it, 
and  pofleffed  of  all  its  pleafures,  and  its  glories,  in* 
the  Garden  of  Eden  ?  This  queftion  will,  perhaps, 
be.  be  ft  anfwered,  by  afking  one  or  two  more. 
What  temptation,  then,  let  it  be  afked,  could  the' 
World  prefent  to  the  people  of  God,  when  placed 
in  the  land  of  Promife,  and  bleffed  with  every  fpe- 
cies  of  temporal  felicity  ?  What  temptation  can  the 
V/orld  prefent  to  a  pious  Chriftian,  placed  by  Pro- 
vidjence  in  a  ftate  of  affluence,  and  furniflied  witb 
every  good  that  his  heart  can  wiOi  for  ?  The  truth 
is,  that  the  World,  even  fuppofing  it  to  have  been 
lawfully  attained,  and  to  be  in  ever  fo  good  handsj 
has  this  power  of  temptation ;  it  may  engage  the- 
attention  of  the  human  mind,  and  attraft  to  itfelf 
the  affeftions  of  the  human  heart,  till,  by  de- 
grees, its  Maker  is  forfaken  and  forgotten.  It 
may  induce  a  man  to  coniidcr  it  as  an  abode,  and 
no  longer  to  delire  a  removal  to  higher  and  better 
things  with  God  above.  "  Beware,  fays  Mofes," 
left  when  thou  haft  eaten,  and  art  full,  thine  heart 
be  lifted  up,  and  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God."** 
This  proved  to  be  the.  cafe  with  the  Ifraelites.  It 
is  the  temptation  too  often  fatal  both  to  nations 
and  individuals,  when  indulged  by  heaven  witlifuc-' 
^  cefs  and  proi'perity.  And  if  the  World,  obfcured 
as  its  brightnefs  has  been  by  the  fall,  can  and  does 
now  produce  fuch  an  efteft  on  the  wifeft  of  thofe 
that  are  at  any  time  favoured  with  a  large  fliare  of 
it,  how  much  more  miift  it  have  been  able  to 
charm,  and  to  deceive,  when  firft  formed  in  perfcft 
beauty !  Conftdering  this  circumftance,  and  withal, 
kow  "the  Creature,"    in  the  earlieft  ages,    was 

•  <«  worlhipped 


82        THE  TREE  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

'«  worihipped  and  fcrved,  indead  of  the  Creator''^ 
€ne  is  almoft  ready  to  think  it  poilible,  that  Idola- 
try itfelf  might  take  its  beginning  in  Eden. 

From  the  fad  experience  of  thofc  who  have  gono* 
before  us,  let  us  learn  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Law 
of  God,  for  our  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  and  to 
refrain  from  the  fruit  of  the  forbidden  Tree,  the 
Tree  of  Death.     Of  this  fruit,  though  proceeding 
from  the  fame  root,  there  have  been  difterent  pe* 
riods  of  time,  agreeable  to  the  turn  and  temper 
of  each.     In  the  days  of  the  patriarchs,  and  of  the 
Ifraelites,  it  was  the  worfhip  of  the  material  ele- 
ments, or  powers  of  nature,  in  the  place  of  Hinv 
who  made  them,  accompanied  with  every  kind  of 
impurity.     Such  was  the  religion  of  the  revolted 
nations,  and  fuch  the  rites  with  which  it  was  ccle^ 
brated.     Yet  fuch  a  religion,  and  fuch  rites,  the 
people  of  God,  for  many  ages,  not withftan ding  all 
that  he  did  for  them,  and  faid  to  them»  ftrange^ 
9S  it  may  appear  to  us  at  prefent,  were  ever  ready 
to  ndopt  and  embrace.     They  apoftatiled  to  ido* 
latry,  with  the  divine  glory  blazing  before  theitr 
eyes,  on  the  top  of  Sinai.     Nor  could  the  wifeft 
and  greateft  of  their  princes  afterwards  eftape  the 
contagion.     This  corruption,  which  the  Babylonilh 
captivity,  like  a  well* applied   cauftic  ferved  to  eat 
out,  and  to  do  away,  was  fucceeded  b^i  a  difeafe  of 
another  kind,  but  one  that  {luck  to  them,  till  it 
deftroyed  them;  a  miflake  as  to  the  nature  of  their 
oeconomy ;  a  confidence  in  externals ;  a  deep  hy-^ 
pocrify  j    a  fpirit  wholly  fecularized ;  an  ambition 
to   have  all  the  kingdoms    of  the  world  fubjeft 
to  Jefufalem,  and  the  wealth  and  glory  of  them 
centered  there.  "  The  delire  of  the  flelh,  the  defire 
of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,"  were  chofcn  in 
ogpofiticn  to  the  celeftial  fruits  of  love  ^nd  obedi- 
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encC)  humility  and  charity,  faith  and  holiner$i  pro- 
duced among  them  by  Jeifus  Chrift,  the  Tree  of  im* 
mortality.  ^<  They  put  forth  the  hand,  and  taftcd.** 
But  foon  the  exterminating  angel  difpoiTefled  them 
-of  then-  Paradife,  and  they  died  the  death. 

Since  the  alcenfion  of  Chrift,  the  heathen  world 
bas  been  converted  to  the  Gofpel,  and  that  defart 
has  become  the  garden  of  the  Lord.     But  in  this 
garden  alfo— is  there  no  Tree  of  Death  ?  No  fpeci- 
'Ous  fruit  held  forth,  to  entice  the  unwife  to  perdi- 
tion ?  What  i^  the  dodrine,  which,  in  fome  parts 
of  Chriftendom,  gives  adoration  to  beings  that  are 
not  God;  or  that,  which,  in  others,  denies  it  to 
Him  who  is  fo  ?  What  is  the  fcheme,  that  aflcrts 
the  non-neceffity  of  a  Divine  Revelation,  claim- 
ing to  man  the  right,  and  attributing  to  him  the 
power  of  making  a  religion  for  himfelf,  and  pre- 
fcrihiog  to  his  Maker  the  terms  of  his  own  accep- 
tance.^ What  is  the  atheifticafl  policy,  which  ex- 
<:ludes  the  Creator  from  the  care  of  his  works,  and 
his  Providence  from  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  ? 
What  is  that  fyftem  of  paganiim  revived  under  the 
name  and  notton  of  philofophy^  as  oppofed  to  ChriC- 
tianity,  and  every  thing  that  is  called  Religion,  by 
-which  either  the  Deity  is  materialized,  or  matter 
deified  ?  What  is  that  unbounded  liceUtioufnefs  in 
principles  add  manners,  daily  growing  more  and 
more  into  vogue,  and  (hamelefsly,  by  fome  of  the 
new  philofophers,  defended  in  form  ?  What  is  the 
luxury,  the  fplendour,  the  extravagance,  the  dil^ 
fipation,  the  abandoned  profligacy,  and  ungodlineis 
of  the  age  ? 

Behold  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  fatal  Treel 
View  the  extent  of  Its  branches,  and  the  abundance 
of  its  fruit,  in  thefe  latter  days  !  But  remember, 
^bat,  ftlU — the  end  is  Death;  to  a  nation,  exciiion-$ 
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to  individuals,  without  repentance  and  faith,  de^ 
ftruftion  everlafting  from  the  prcfence  of  theLord^ 
«and  from  the  glory  of  his  power,  when- he  fhall 
defcend  into  his  garden  to  make  inquifition,  and 
call  offenders  to  their  final  account.  Be  not  ye 
therefore  deceived  and  feduced,  however  the  temp- 
tation may  feem  <<  fair  to  the  fight,  and  good  £ot 
food  ;*'  however  "  defirable"  it  may  be  reprefcntcd 
"  to  malce  you  wife."  Take  your  direAion,  through 
life,  from  the  word  of  God,  and  be  not  prevailed 
upon  to  falfify,  or  tranfgrefs  it.  The  conflift  ma^ 
be  fliarp,  but  it  will  be  foon  over ;  bear  up  refo^ 
lutely  under  it ;  and  for  your  confolation  and  en- 
couragement in  the  hour  of  trial,  when  llrongly 
follicited  to  tafte  the  Tree  of  Death,  liften  to  that 
ftrength- conferring  voice,  which  crieth  from  the 
eternal  throne,  in  words  that  will  bear  a  repetition— 
<<  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  Paradi^ 
<jfGod." 
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Zech.  ix.  9i  10. 

itejotce  greatly y  0  daughter  of  ZioH  >•  Jbot^t,  0  daughter 
of  Jerujalem :  heholdy  thy  king  cometh  unto  thee  ■:  h& 
isjufli  and  having  falvatietty  lowly ^  and  riding  upon 
an  afsy  and  upon  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  afs.  And  Invill 
cut  off  the  chariot  from  Ephraim^  and  the  horfe  front 
Jerufaleniy  and  the  battle  bow  floall  be  cut  off :  and 
he  [hall fpea^  peace  unto  the  heathen:  and  his  dominion 
Jhall  be  from  feu  even  untojea^  and  from  the  river 
even  to  the  ends  of  tl^  earths  % 

X  HIS  prophecy  was  delivered  by  Zech^riah,  five 
hundred  years  before  the  Advent  of  Chrift.  And 
St  Matthew,  in  the  Gofpel  appointed  for  this  day, 
affirmeth  it  to  have  had  its  accomplifhment,  when 
Gur  Lord  entered  Jerufalemj  in  the  manner  here 
defcribed,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  attending 
multitude.  "  All  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be 
fulfilled  which  was  fpokeii  by  the  prophet,  faying. 
Tell  ye  the  daughter  of  Sion,  Behold  thy  King 
cometh  unto  thee,  meek,  and  fitting  upon  an  afs> 
and  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  afs."  The  prediction  i$ 
lof  the  literal  kind,  and  it  was  literally  and  moft 
exaftly  fulfilled  in  Jefus  of  Nazareth.  No  other 
King,  with  thcfe  charafteriftifc  marks  upon  hira, 
ever  thus  came  to  Sion,  before  him  •,  and  fince  the 
Jews  rejefted  him,  they  have  loft  their  temple. 
Vol.  I.  H  their 
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their  city,  and  their  country ;  nor  has  there  been 
any  Sion,  to  which  their  King  might  come.  Jeru- 
falem  would  not  rejoice,  on  the  day  when  the  pro- 
phet had  enjoined  her  to  rejoice  \  and  therefore  (he 
hath  had  cau&  to  mourn,  from  that  day  to  this. 
The  rulers  of  Sion  were  vexed  and  chagrined  at 
beholding  a  fcene,  which  ftiould  have  excited  them 
to  fliout  aloud  for  joy.  The  difciples,  indeed,  ex- 
ulted, and  fang  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David. 
Could  Meffiah  enter  his  capital,  unacknowledged  ? 
That  was  impoffible.  Had  men  been  filent  upon 
this  occaiion,  the  buildings  and  pavements  of  the 
city  mud  have  fupplied  the  dtk£ty  and  borne  their 
atteftation  to  the  promifed  and  long  cxpefted  King 
of  Ifrael.  *«  1  tell  you,'*  replied  our  Lord  to  the 
Pharifecs,  who  defircd  him  to  rebuke  his  difciples, 
"  I  tell  you,  that  if  thefe  fhould  hold  their  peace, 
the  ftones  would  immediately  cry  out." 

That  we  may  perceive  the  full  force  and  beauty 
of  the  prophecy  before  us,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
ihew  its  conncclion  with  the  preceding  part  of  the 
<:hapter,  wherein  it  Hands. 

In  this  ix.  chapter  of  his  prophecy,  Zecharrah 
^enounceth  fome  of  the  divine  judgments,  which, 
were  executed  by  that  fcourge  of  heaven,  Alexan- 
der the  Great,  when  he  over-ran  Syria,  took  Da- 
tnafcus, .  burnt  Tyre,  deftroyed  Gaza,  and,  in  imi-^ 
tation  of  his  favourite  hero,  dragged  the  governdr 
thereof  at  his  chariot  wheels.  "  The  burden  of 
the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  Hadrach,  and 
Damafcus  (hall  be  the  reft  thereof — And  Hamath 
alfo  fhall  border  thereby,  Tyrus  and.  Sidon  though 
it  be  very  wife.  And  Tyrus  did  build  herfelf  a 
ftrong  hold,  and  heaped  up  iilver  as  the  duft,  and 
fine  gold  as  the  mire  of  the  ftreets.  Behold,  the 
Lord  will  caft  her  out,  and  he  will  fmite  her  power 
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in  the  fea,  and  fhe  fhall  be  devoured  with  firc^ 
Aikelon  fhall  fee  it  and  fear ;  Gaza  alfo  fhall  fee 
it,  and  Ihall  be  very  forrowful,  and  Ekron  :  for  her 
cxpCiSlation  {hall  be  alhamed,  and  the  king  fliali 
periih  from  Gaza,  and  Affeelon  fhall  not  be  inha* 
bitcd."  The  prophet  next  foretelleth  the  mixtare 
and  incorporation  of  the  Philiftines,  when  thui 
humbled  by  Alexander,  with  their  old  enemies  the 
Jews.  "  And  a  baftard,'*  or,  an  alien  generation, 
(^ax>j>ysms,  fay  the  Lxx)  "  ftiall  dwell  in  Afhdod  % 
and  I  will  cut  oflF  the  pride  of  the  Philiftines ;  and 
I  will  take  away  his  blood  out  of  his  mouth,  and 
his  abominations  from  between  his  teeth ;  but  he 
that  remameth,  even  he  fhall  be  for  our  God,  and 
he  fhall  be  as  a  governor  in  Judah  and  Ekron  as  a 
Jebufite."  Amidft  thefe  revolutions  and  alterations 
of  affairs  in  the  world,  God  promifeth,  in  the  next 
▼erfe,  to  prefcrvc  his  temple,  while  fa  many  caftles 
and  ftrong  holds  about  Jerufalem  were  overturned^ 
fo  many  cities  fwept  of  their  inhabitants  by  the  be- 
fom  of  deftnifbion.  "  And  I  will  encamp  about 
inine  houfe,  becaufe  of  the  army,  becaufe  of  him' 
that  paffeth  by,  and  becaufe  of  him  that  rcturneth ; 
and  no  oppreflbr  fhall  pafs  through  them  any  more;, 
for  now  have  I  feen  with  mine  eyes."  Then  fol- 
loweth  the  prophecy  in  my  text-^"  Rejoice  greatly,^^ 
O  daughter  of  Sion  ;  fhout,  O  daughter  of  Jerufa- 
lem J  behold,  thy  King  cameth  unto  thee ;  he  15. 
juft  and  having  falvation,  lowly,  and  riding  upon' 
an  afs,  and  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  afs.  And  I  will 
cut  off  the  chariot  from  Ephraim,  and  the  horfe 
from  Jerufalem,  and  the  battle  bow  fhall  be  cut  off; 
and  he  fhall  fpeak  peace  unto  the  heathen :  and  his- 
dominion  fhall  be  from  fea  even  unto  fea,'  and  fronv 
the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  As  if  the  pro- 
phet had  fpoken  in  more  words  to  Jerufaleni  thus — -- 
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"  Thine  eyes,  in  the  generations  following,  fhall 
behold  the  flourifhing  pride  of  fundry  nations,  each 
endeavouring  to  overtop  others  in  height  of  glory 
and  temporal  ftate  ;^  each  ffcriv}ng  to  keep  others 
under,  by  human  policy,  or  ftrength  of  war.  And 
whilft  the  fight  of  their  mutual  conquefts  fhall  pof- 
fefs  thy  thoughts,  thou  wilt  be  ready,  in  the  pride 
of  thine  heart,  to  fay,  Jerufalem  and  Judah  one 
day  ihall  have  their  turn,  and  ia  that  day  ihall  the 
fons  of  Jacob,  the  feed  of  Abraham  and  David,  be 
like  the  monarchs  of  Greece  and  Perfia,  far  exalt- 
ed above  the  kings  of  other  nations :  every  one» 
able  to  bear  arms,  glidering  with  his  golden  fhield, 
and  leading  the  princes  of  the  heathen,  as  priibners, 
bound  in  chains,  and*  their  nobles  in  fetters  of  iron. 
The  beauty  and  riches  of  their  coftly  temples  ftiall 
deck  the  chariots  of  my  children,  which  their  cap- 
tives (hall  draw  in  triumph.  But  thou  fhouldcft 
r\:member,  that  the  promifed  prince  of  peace,  of 
])enignity,  and  jufiice,  fliould  not  be  fought  among 
the  tumuhuous  hofts  of  war:  nor  canft  thou  hope 
that  He,  who  is  the  Deilre  of  all  nations,  fhould 
be  thy  Leader  or  General,  to  deftroy  thofc  nations* 
It  is  glory  and  honour  enough  for  thee,  glory  and 
honour  greater  than  the  greateft  conquetor  on  earth 
could  ever  compafs,  that  the  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords  iliall  be  anointed  and  proclaimed 
King  upoij  the  hill  of  Sion  :  that  the  inviolable  de- 
crees of  everlafting  peace  (hall  be  given  to  all  the 
nations  under  heaven  from  thy  courts.  And  therer 
fore  while  horfes  and  chariots  and  other  glorious 
preparations  of  war  fliall  prefent  thcmfelves  to  thy 
%'iew,  fuffer  them  to  pafs  as  they  come,  and  rcit 
aflured,  that  thy  King,  of  whofe  codling  thou  haft 
often  been  admoniflieJ  by  the  prophets,  is  not  a- 
mong  them..    The  manner  of  his  coming  to  thee^ 
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fo  tliou  wilt  mark  it,  bodes  far  better  tidings  to> 
thee  and  all  the  nations  befidcs,  than  can  accom- 
pany the  profperous  fuccefs  of  wars,  or  any  viftory* 
ftained  with  blood.  What  king  of  Judah  or  Ifrael 
did  ever  levy  an  army,  though  in  juft  defence  of 
their  country  and  people,  on  fo  fair  terms,  that  no 
poor  amongft  them  were  pinched  with  taxes  for 
the  fupply  ?  What  viftory  did  they  ever  obtain  fo- 
,cheap,  that  many  of  their  children  were  not  forced 
to  fit  down  with  lofs,  many  wounded,  others  maim- 
ed, and  fome  always  flain  ?  But,  16,  now  I  bring 
thee  unufual  matter  of  exultation  and  joy.  For 
behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee,  whenfoever  he 
eomcth,  attended  M'ith  jufHce  for  his  guide,  and 
falvation  for  his  train.  He  fliall  execute  judgment 
without  oppreflion  :  he  fhall  fave  thee,  fothou  wilt " 
be  faved,  without  defl^roying  any,  being  able  to* 
make  thy  lame  to  go,  to  give  life  to  thy  dead,  wi- 
thout hazard  either  of  life  or  limb  to  any  that  refts- 
within  thy  territories.  Such  fhcH  be  the  manner 
of  his  coming,  and  fuch  his  prefence,  th-at  the: 
poorcft  wretch  among  thy  children  may  think  him- 
felf  more  happy,  than  any  king  of  Judah  or  ffrael 
which  was  before  him,  fo  he  will  but  conform  him- 
fielf  to  the  temper  and  demeanour  of  his  Saviour- 
For  he  cometh  unto  thee  poor  and  lowly^  riding; 
upon  an  afs,  to  w^an  thee  from  the  vain  hopes  of 
the  heathen,  from  which  the  prophets  have  fo  of- 
ten dehcrted  thy  forefathers.  Some  pirt  their.truft 
in  horfes,  and  fome  in  chariots  y  but  thy  confidence 
niuft  be  in  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  will  always  be 
thy  King,  to  defend  thee,  to  protect  thee,  to- 
ftrengthen  thee  through  this  weaknefs."* 

Hflving  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  pro- 
phecy, proceed  we  to  make  fome  obfervations  and. 

H  3  reflexion* 

♦  Dr  Jaccson,  Vol.  ij.  P.. 84^, 


^o  THE  PRINCE  OF  PEACE. 

refleAtdns  upon  the  fevcral  parts  of  it,  in  the  oi> 
der  in  which  they  lie. 

Beautiful  ami  ftriking  is  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  introdueed.  The  prophet  doth  not  coldly  inform 
Jerufalem,  that' her  ICing  (hould  come  to  her,  and 
that,  when  he  did  come,  flie  ought  to  rejoice,. 
Rapt  into  future  times,  he  feems  to  have  been  pre- 
fent  at  the  glorious  fcene.  Standing  upon  mount 
Olivet,  he  hears  theHofannas  of  the  diiciples,  and 
bejiolds  the  proceffion  approach  tovrards  the  gates 
of  Jerufalem :  he  turns  himfelf  to  the  city,  and 
breaks  forth  in  tranfport,  "  Kejeice  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Sion  ;  fliout,  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem !" 
Religion,  then,  hath  i*s  joys ;  a  prophet  calleth  us 
to  exult  and  ihout;  and  often  as  thib  holy  feafon 
returneth,  the  church  fecondeth  his  call.  Her  fer- 
vices  difpel  the  gloom  of  melancholy,  and  put  glad- 
iiefs  into  the  hearts  of  all  her  children.  They  are 
"wonderfully  calculated  to  renew  good  impreffiohs 
in  our  mind^,  to  increafe  our  faith,  to  invigorate 
our  hope,  to  blow  up  the  facred  fires  of  devotion 
and  charity,  and  to  fill  us  with  all  holy  and  hea- 
venly tempers^  They  produce  a  joy  "  which  no 
man  taketh  from  us,"  and  in  which  '*  a  ftrangep 
intermeddleth  not  5"  they  infpire  a  pleafure  which 
no  .pain  can  overcome,  /of  which  no  time  can  de- 
prive lis,  and  which  death  will  perfeft  and  enfure 
to  us  for  ever.  Perverfe  Jerufalem  rejefted  joy,  and 
chofe  forrow  for  her  portion.  Glad  tidings  came 
to  the  Gentiles,  ^and  were  gladly  received.  The 
Ghriftian  church,  formed  of  them,  is  now  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sion,  and  the  new  Jcrulalem.  To  her  the  pro- 
mifes  aye  transferred,  5ind  made  good.  She  there- 
fore obeyeth  the  prophet's  injunftion ;  flie  continual- 
ly, with  the  holy  Virgin,  "  magnifieth  the  Lord, 
and  her  fpirlt  rejoiceth  in  God  her  Saviour."   s 

The 
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The  next  words  of  our  prophet  affign  the  reafon 
why  Jerufalem  was  called  upon  to  rejoice,  namely, 
the  approach  of  her  King ;  <«  Behold  thy  King  co- 
^  meth  unto  thee."  A  perfon  was  to  vilit  Jerufalem 
who  fliould  dcferve  to  be  emphatically  ftyled  **  her 
King."  The  nations  had  their  kings  and  conquer- 
ors, their  Nebuchadnezzars  and  Cyrus's,  their  A- 
iexanders  and  Caefars  5  thefc  appeared,  in  their 
turns,  upon  the  ftage,  contending  for  the  empire  of 
the  world.  Each  performed  the  part  aliigned  him 
by  an  all-dire6lijDg  Providence,  and  then  vaniflied 
away.  Sion  beheld  all  thefe  changes,  and  ftill 
furvived  the  commotions  occasioned  by  them.  The 
prophets  had  promifed  her  a  King,  who  ihould  o- 
vercome  her  enemies,  and  triumph  glorioufly;  who 
fhould  ere^,  in  the  time  of  the  fourth  great  mo- 
narchy, an  univerfal  and  evcrbiling  kingdom,  and 
give  laws  to  the  world  ;  nay,  who  ihould  govern  all 
things  in  heaven  and  earth.  At  the  time  predict* 
cd,  not  only  Jerufalem  looked  for  a  completion  of 
the  prophecies,  but  the  whole  earth  fat  fUU,  ex- 
pe6\ing  that  Judea  fhould  give  her  a  King.  And 
Id,  the  promifed  King  of  the  Jews  Js  born  of  the 
royal  houfe  and  lineage  of  David.  All  the  circum- 
ilances.of  his  birth,  the  words  of  his  mouth,  and 
the  actions  of  his  life,  demonftrate  him  to  be  the 
Meflias,  foretold  by  the  prophets  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world.  He  cometh  to  his  own,  and  Je- 
rufalem is  commanded  to  rejoice  and  jfhout  ^  but 
his  own  receive  him  not,  and  Jerufalem  turns  a 
deaf  ear  to  t^  voices  of  all  her  prophets,  not  fuSer- 
ing  herlelf'  to  believe  that  any  thing  faid  by  them 
could  refer  to  Jefus  of  Nalzareth.  fJer  heart  was 
depraved  and  hardentd :  ilie  demanded  to  be  put 
in  poflellion  of  the  empire  of  this  world ;  flie  deC- 
pifed  the  appearance  of  her  Kingi  with  the  accla- 
mations 
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mations  of  an  ignoble  multitude,  and  foon  narled  a* 
SPIRITUAL  monarch  to  the  croft. 

With  how  difierent  fenfations  are  the  members 
of  the  church  Chriftian  affedled,  when  they  hear 
the  words  of  Zechariah,  **  Behold,  thy  King  comcth 
unto  thee/'  and  read  the  hirtory  of  their  accom- 
plifhment  in  the  Gofpel  for  this  day.  With  inex- 
prcffible  delight  we  carry  back  our  thoughts  to  that 
happy  sera,  when  the  King  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well 
as  the  Jews,  made  his  appearance  in  the  flf  fh.  We 
join  his  train,  we  attend  him  in  his  progrefs  to- 
wards Jerufalem,  and  feem  to  enter  with  him  into 
the  holy  city,  while  "  the  multitude  of  thofe  who 
follow  after,  cry,  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  JJavid  ; 
bleffed  is  he  that  comelh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."^ 
When  we  behold  this  fcene,  as  prcfented  to  our 
view  at  this  feafon,  we  are  taught  to  conceive  by  it 
a  noble  idea  of  Mefliah,  at  his  iirft  advent,  ufher- 
ed  into  the  church,  as  her  Lord  and  King,  the  pro* 
phets  going  before,  and  the  aportles  following  after 
him,  all  proclaiming  and  bearing  teftimony  to  Je- 
fus,  all  finging  Hofanna  to  the  ion  of  David,  alt 
pronouncing  the  blefTednefs  of  him,  who  thus  cc- 
meth  in  the  name  of  Jehovah.  We  know  that  this 
Is  He  to  whom  all  the  prophets  give  witnefs,  and 
that  he  hath  fulfilled  thofe  things  which  were  writ- 
ten of  him.  We  know  that  he  hath  overcome  our 
enemies,  and  triumphed  glorioufly ;  that  he  hath 
ercfted  an  univerfal  and  everlafting  kingdom,  and 
given  laws  to  the  world  •,  nay,  that  he  doth  govern 
aii^things  in  heaven  and  earth.  Of  the  manner  in 
which  he  atchieved  his  viclories,  and  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  his  kingdom,  we  ihall  have  occaiion 
to  fpeak,  as  we  proceed  to  eonlider  the  chara^er 
which  our  prophet  hath  drawn  of  this  King  of  If* 

raeL 
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rael.      "  He  is  juft,  and  having  falvation,  lowly, 
and  riding  on  an  afs." 

Righteoufnefs,  Salvation,  and  Humility,  diftin- 
guifh  the  pcrfon  and  reign  of  Mefliah.  Righteouf- 
nefs leads  the  way.  "  He  is  jufi:,  or  righteous." 
St  Stephen,  in  his  apology  to  the  Jews,  aflirmeth 
the  prophets  to  have  forefhewn  the  coming  of  Je- 
fus,  under  the  title  of  the  Juft  One.  "  Which  of 
th6  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  perfecuted  ?  And 
they  have  flain  them  which  ihewed  before  of  the 
coming  of  the  Juft  One  5  of  whom  ye  have  been 
now  the  betrayers  and  murderers."  *  David,  in 
fpirit,  thus  addrefled  King  Mefliah,  as  we  are  aflu- 
red  by  St  Paul's  application  of  the  paflagc  in  the 
firft  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews.  "  Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever  -y  a  fceptre  oif 
righteoufnefs  is  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom.  Thou 
haft  loved  righteoufnefs,  and  hated  iniquity;  there- 
fore-God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows."  f  Jeremiah 
defcribeth  him  as  righteous  himfelf,  and  as  making 
others  fo.  "  The  days  come  faith  Jehovah,  that 
I  will  raife  unto  David  a  Righteous  Branch  :  and  2. 
King  ftidl  reign,  and  fliall  profper,  and  fliall  exe- 
cute Judgment  and  Juftice  in  the  earth — And  this 
is  his  name  whereby  he  fhall  be  called,  Jehovah 
OUR  righteousness.":}:  And  indeed,  we  feldoiu 
lind  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  mentioned,'*but  Righ- 
teouihefs  is  immediately  mentioned,  as  the  firft 
fruits  of  it.  Righteoufnefs,  the  Aftrxa  of  the  an- 
cients, left  the  earth  at  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  re- 
turned again  to  vilit  and  to  blefs  it,  at  the  birth  of 
Chrift.  He  was.  conceived  without  ftain,  lived 
without  fin,  and  died  without  guilt.  He  conver*. 
fed  in  the  world,  yet  contra<5led  none  of  its  poUu- 

tionj 
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tion,  but,  li-ke  his  glorious  emblem  the  light,  pafl^ 
cd  through  all  things  undefiled.  His  bittereft  ene- 
mies, Jews  and  Gentiles,  joined  to  atteft  his  up- 
rightnefs.  "  Have  thou  nothing  to  do  with 
that  jiift  man,"*  faid  the  wife  of  Pilate.  Pi- 
late himfelf,  upon  the  ftrifteft  examination^  de- 
clared, «  I  find  no  fault  in  this  man."f  Ju- 
das, who  had  every  poflible  opportunity  of  know- 
ing the  charafter  of  his  maftcr,  cried,  out,  in  agony 
of  defpair,  "  I  have  betrayed  the  innocent  blood  ;'*  if 
and  the  Roman  centurion,  who  watched  at  the 
crofs,  gave  in  his  evidence,  "  Certainly,  this  was 
a  righteous  man."  ||  The  kingdom  which  he  came 
to  cftabliih  was  a  kingdom  of  Righteoufnefs.  He 
called  men  from  the  ways  of  fin  by  his  fermons,  he 
allured  them  from  its  pleafures  by  his  example,  he 
cleanfed  them  from  its  guilt  by  his  blood,  and  re- 
fcucd  them  from  its  power  by  his  bpirit.  Where 
the  Gofpel  came,  idolatry  gave  place  to  true  piety; 
every  holy  and  amiable  tcippcr  was  planted  and 
fiourifhed  in  the  hearts  of  the  regenerate ;  and  to. 
be  a  Chriftian,  was  to  be  every  thing  that  was  hO' 
neft,  and  juft,  and  good.  Thus  did  Jefus  of  Na- 
zareth anfwer  his  title  of  «  the  Juft  One,"  and  e- 
vince  himfelf  to  be  the  true  "  Melchifedeck,"  or 
•<  King  of  Righteoufnefs."  The  Jews  chofe  not  ta 
be  the  fubje<Sls  of  fuch  a  King,  and  declared,  they 
*'  would  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  them.'* 
Therefore  the  kingdom  of  God  was  taken  from 
them,  and.  given  to  a  people  bringing  forth  the 
fruits  thereof.  Be  it  our  care,  while  we  celebrate 
the  advent  of  our  King,  not  to  forget  this  part  of 
his  chara<Sler ;  and  let  us  reft  affured,  that  if  we 
would  be  his  fubjefts,  as  well  ^s  pafs  for  fuch,  and 

(hare 
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Ih^e  the  bleilings  of  his  reign,  as  well  as  talk  of 
them,  we  muft  be  like  hitn.  His  fubjefts  are  his 
children;  and  none  will  be  finally  owned  by  him 
as  fuch,  who  bear  not  itnprefled  upon  them  the 
fimilitude  of  their  Father, 

Salvation  is  the  next  fign  and  token  which  Ze- 
chariah  hath  given  us,  whereby  to  know  the  King 
©f  Zion.  «  He  is  juft,  and  having  Salvation." 
He  was  to  execute  that  part  of  the  regal  office, 
which  confifteth  in  refcuing  a  people  from  their  op* 
preflbrs.  Whoever  reads  the  hiftory  of  Ifrael,  finds 
it  to  contain  an  account  of  many  Saviours,  raifed 
up,  at  fundry  times,  for  this  purpofe.  Such  were 
Mofes,  Barak,  Gideon,  Samplon,  and  many  more 
in  the  ages  after  them.  But  no  one  of  thefe  was 
"  He  that  fhould  come."  They,  like  the  legal 
priefls,  "  were  not  fuffered  to  continue,  by  rea- 
fon  of  death  ;'*  the  church  was  ftill  taught  to  "  look 
for  another"  and  a  more  glorious  Saviour,  in  the 
latter  days;  the  prophecies  were  fuUof  the  great 
Salvation  which  he  fhould  eifeft;  fo  great,  that, 
in  tomparifon  of  it,  former  deliverances  were  not 
to  be  mentioned,  unlefs  as  (hadows  and  faint  refem* 
blances  of  that  grand  and  complete  one.  At  the 
time  appointed,  Jefus  of  Nazareth  appeared  in  this 
charadter,  and  brought  his  credentials  with  him, 
the  authenticity  of  which  was  fairly  allowed  by  a 
mafter  in  Ifrael ;  *<  No  man  can  do  thefe  miracles 
that  thou  doeft,  except  God  were. with  him."  At 
the  birth  of  Chrift,  an  herald  from  heaven  proclaim- 
ed him  to  the  (bepherds  by  this  ftyle  and  title.  "  Be- 
hold, I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
ihall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour."  And  if 
tidings  of  Salvation  are  not  tidings  of  joy,  what  ti- 
dings can  be  fuch  ?  The  greater  the  Salvation,  the  ^ 

greate' 
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greater  ought  to  be  the  joy.  And  what  is  the  fie* 
liverance  of  a  lingle  people  from  a  temporal  adver- 
ftry,  when  compared  with  the  Salvation  of  the 
whole  world  from  the  opprefEon  of  the  fpiritual 
enemy;  from  fin,  and  ficknefsi  and  forrow,  and 
pain,  and  death,  and  hell  ?  This  was  the  Salvation 
which  Jefus  undertook  to  eflFeft ;  and  his  miracles 
declared  him  equal  to  the  mighty  tafk.  He  for- 
gave iin,  he  healed  ficknefs,  he  difpclled  forrow, 
he  removed  pain,  he  raifed  the  dead,'  he  caft  out 
devils.  Had  not  the  prop^iet  reafon  to  cry  out, 
*'  Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion ;  fhout,  O 
daughter  of  Jerufalem;  behold,  thy  King,  behold, 
thy  righteous  Saviour  cometh  unto  thee  ?"  But  the 
daughter  of  Zion  would  have  fhut  her  gates  againft 
this  righteous  Saviour  j  the  daughter  of  Jerufalem 
renounced  her  part  and  portion  in  fuch  Salvation. 
She  had  fet  her  heart  upon  being  great  in  this 
world,  whereas  Chrift  came  to  make  her  fo  in  ano- 
ther. And  whenever  Chriftians  (hall  refemble  Je.ws 
in  the  turn  of  their  afFeftions,  whenever  they  {hall 
regard  religon  only  as  a  means  of  aggrandizing 
themfelves  upon  earth,  in  their  hearts  they  will  en- 
tertain the  fame  notion  of  the  Salvation  of  Jefus, 
and  the  fame  contempt  for  it,  that  the  Jews  did* 
But  let  the  fufFerings  of  Jerufalem  warn  us,  that 
we  fhare  not  in  her  guilt,  left  we  Ihare  alfo  in  her 
punifhment,  and  come  into  the  fame  condemnatioHk 
We  a^knowlege  for  our  Saviour  the  perfon  whom 
Ifrael  rejected .  Let  us  not  miftake  the  nature  of 
his  Salvation.  "  He  fhall  be  called  Jesus,"  faith 
the  angel  to  his  holy  mother,  «'  for  he  ihall  favt 
his  people  from  their  sins."  * 

As  the  Salvation  to  be  wrought  by  King  Meffiah 
was  to  be  f©  different  from  that  wrought  by  all  o* 

ther 
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ik  kings  and  t:onquerorS)  different  likewife  was 
to  be  his  appearance  and  demeanour.  "Behold, 
thy  King  cometh  unto  thee*,  he  is  juft,  and  having 
Talvation,  lowly,  and  riding  on  an  afs.'^  This  is 
demonftration  agamft  the  Jew5,  that  how  great  fo- 
ever,  in  the  end,  the  external  glory  of  Meffiah  is 
'to  be,  (and  neither  they  nor  we  can  fet  that  too 
high)  yet  he  was  once  to  vifit  his  people  in  great 
humility  5  he  was  to  appear,  at  his  firft  advent,  in 
-a  ftate  of  humiliation.  The  nature  of  his  underta- 
king  required  it,  and  their  own  law  and  prophets 
are  clear  and  exprefs  upon  the  fubjeft.  Though 
'God,  he  was  to  become  man ;  «'  A  virgin  fhall 
xronceive,  and  bear  a  fon,  and  they  fliall  call  his 
name  Immanuel,  which  is,  being  interpreted,  God 
WITH  us."  *  He  was  to  be  "  a  man  of  forrows> 
-and  acquainted  with  grief  j"  a  man  without  "  form 
or  comelinefe,"  f  without  the  glare  of  outward  fplen- 
tJor  to  recommend  him  ;  <*  his  vifage,''  on  the  con- 
trary, by  fuffering  affliftion,  was  to  be  **  marred 
more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the 
ions  of  men."  %  He  was  to  keep  the  law,  and  to 
•die  for  fin.  <^  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldeft 
not — burnt  offering  and  fin  offering  haft  thou  not 
required.  Then  faid  I,  lo  I  come ;  in  the  volume 
of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me ;  I  delight  to  do  thy 
will,  O  my  God,  yea  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.  || 
He  made  his  foul  an  offering-  for  fin  j  he  was  cut 
off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living ;  he  made  his  grave 
with  thtt  rich."  §  If  words  can  render  any  thing 
plain,  it  is  plain  from  thefe  paffages,  that  Meffiah 
Vas  to  be  an  humble  and  a  fuffering  charafter. 
The  types  and  the  prophecies  are  as  pofitive  for 
his  humiliation,  as  they  are  for  his  exaltation  5  nor 
Vol.  I.  I  could 
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could  any  one  pcrfon  accomplifh  them  all,  withotft 
being  equally  remarkable  for  lowlihe&  and  meek* 
nefs,  gl»ry  and  honour.     The  modern  Jews,  fen- 
'fible  of  this,  have  framed  to  themfelves  two  MeC- 
fiahs ;  one,  Ben  Jofeph,  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraira, 
defigned  to  be  poor  and  contemptible,  and  to  un- 
xiergo  great  indignities ;  the  other,  Ben  David,  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  who  is  to  be  vidlorious,  to  con- 
quer all  the  earth  before  them,  and  to  live  for  ever 
in  temporal^randeur.     This  idle  dream,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  the  whole  Old  Teftament,  and  nn- 
kndwn   to   their   expofitors  before  Chrift,  came, 
ihiCws  us,  that  blindnefs  hath  happened  to  Jfrael 
not  for  want  of  light,  but  bccaufe  they  have  fhut 
their  eyes  againft  it  till  they  cannot  now  open  them, 
,to  behold  the  brightncfe  of  its  fliinning ;  to  view 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  as  the  end  of  their  law,  and  the 
?accon\plilhment  of  their  prophecies.  To  an  unpreju- 
sliced  perfon,  acquainted  with  that  law,  and  thofe 
prophecies,  the  light  of  ths  lowly  Jefiis,  entering  Je- 
-.Tufalem  in  great  humility,  and  in  ftill  greater,  bow- 
ing his  head  and  expiring  on  mount  Calvary,  is  a  no 
lefs  ftriking  evidence  ofhis  being  the  Meffiah,  than 
his  glorious  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  and  triuni>» 
phant  afcenfion  into  heaven.     The  Scriptures  muft 
needs  be  fulfilled,  in  one  refped,  as  well  as  the  other. 
Thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fuffer,  and  thus  it  beho- 
ved him  to  humble  himfelf,  in  order  to  his  fuftering. 
Through  pride  Adam  fell,  and  therefore  by  lowli- 
nefs  muft  Chrift  be  exalted.     «  An  haughty  fpint 
£oeth  before  a  fall)  but  before  honour  is  Humility."* 
In  thisftate  of  meeknefs  and  lowlinefs,  was  Chrift 
to  gain  a  complete  victory  over  the  enemies  of  man's 
ialvatipn.     The  warfare  was  new,  and  it  is  no  won?- 
^der,  that  the  weapons  employed  in  it  fliould  be  un- 
common* 
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comiBoei.  Other  warriors  prepare  their  horfes  an<8 
theirchariots,  their  bows,  their  fpears,  and  their' 
ihields.  But  Meffiah  difarms  hia  followers,  in  or* 
der  that  they  may  overcome.  For  thus  our  pro- 
phet goes  on ;  "  And  I  will  cut  off  the  chariot  from* 
Jlphraim,  and  the  horfe  from  Jerufalem,  and  the 
battle  bow  ihall  be  cut  off:  And  he  fhall  fpeak 
peace  iinto  the  heathen*"  Could  a  plainer  declara^ 
tion  have  been  made,  that  the  conquefts  of  Mei]iah 
were  not  to  be  of  a  fecular  nature ',  that  his  king- 
dom was  not  of  this  world  ?  "  If  my  kingdom  were 
of  this  world,"  faith  he  himfelf,  "  then  would  my, 
&rvants  fight."  *  But  lo^  he  taketh  from  them  the 
weapcms  of  war.  Was  there  a  (hield  or  fword  feen 
n,mong  the  thoafands  of  the  Ifrael  of  God?  No* 
fiiicld,  but  that  of  faith ;  no  fword,  but  that  of  the- 
hpirit.  Like  their  great  leader,  they  encountered 
their  adveriaries  with  patience,  and  .overcame  by 
iuffering.  So  far  was  the  advent  of  Chrift  fron^ 
carrying  with  it  any  appearance  of  war,  that  the  na- 
tiocis  at  the  time  lay  hufhed  in  the  tranquillity  of 
an  univerfal  peace.  "  He  fpake  pcacie  to  the  hea- 
then," as  well  as  to  his  own  people  the  Jews.  The: 
waves  of  this  troublefome  world  ceafed  to  tofs  them- 
fclves,  and  a  delightful  calm  feemed  to  forebode 
the  approach  of  thofe  halcyon  days,  when  the 
Prince  of  Peac^  fhould  make  his  abode  amongft  us  ;. 
like  the  ftillnefs  of  that  hallowed  night,  on  which 
the  angelic  choir  defcended,  to  fing  "  Peace  on 
earth*,"  peace  with  God,  by  the  pardon  cf  fin v 
peace  with  ourfelvcs,  by  the  anfwer  of  a  clear  cor,— 
fcience ;  peace  with  one  another,  by  mutual  chari^ty— 
O  divine  Peace,  how  lovely  and  how  pleafant  doit 
thou  appear  !  How  happy  and  heavenly  is  the  king- 
dom of  Mefllah,  where  thou  art  to  be  found !  Who 

I  a  would.. 

••  John  xviii.  if- 


lOO 


THE  PRINCE  OF  PEACE. 


would  not  wi£h  to  fee,  who  would  not  labour  to^ 
promote  the  full  accomplifhment  of  the  laft  claufe^ 
of  the  prophecy  we  have  been  confidering,  in  the- 
cxtenfion  of  this  kingdom  and  dominion  of  Chrift 
*^  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends, 
ef  the  earth ;"  that  fo  all  the  nations  of  the  world- 
might  remember  themfelves,  and  turn  to  the  LordT- 
Jefus,  as  many  did  at  the  fir  ft  preaching  of  his 
Gofpel.     And  let  the  daughter  of  Zion  l«ad  the* 
way,  reftored  to  her  pre-eminence  among  the  chur*^ 
ches.     We  will  not  envy  her  the  honour,  as  fhc- 
formerly  envied  us  Gentiles,  but  rather  rejoice  and« 
fliout  with  her,  in  the  day  when  (he  fhall  be  led  to« 
acknowledge  her  King ;  the  King  of  Righteoufnefs, 
Salvation^  and  Peace;    the  once  lowly,  but  now 
highly  exalted  Jefus  of  Nazareth ;  who,  as  at  this 
time,  came  to  viiit  us  in  great  humility,  and  fhall 
come  again,  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  judge  the* 
world ;  when  we  fhall  behold  him,  glorious  as  Je-^ 
rufalem  herfelf  can  wifli,  riding  upon  the  heavens, 
in  power  and  majcfty  unutterable,  amidft  the  ac«. 
clamations  of  faints  and  angels,^ 
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'^     Behold^  he  cometh  with  clouds .^  and  every  eyeJhoUfee  hlnij.^ 
^\\         and  they  aljo  that  pierced  him  ;  and  all  the  hind  reds  cf 
the  earth  Jh all  wail  hecaufe  of  hini*    Even  fo^  Amen* 

A  r  is  the  peculiar  fupputation  of  the  Chriftian 
churchy  as- a  pious  writer  well  obferves,  to  begin 
the  year,  and  to  commence  the  annual  courfe  of  her 
fl:rvices,  at  this  time  of  Advent,  herein  diiFering 
from  all  other  accounts  of  time  whatfoever.     The 
realbn  of  which  feems  plainly  to  be  this,  becaufe  in. 
the  numbering  her  days,  and  meafuring  her  fea-- 
ibns,  fhe  does  not  fo  much  regard  the  liin  in  tbc 
firmament,  as  the  great  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  her 
Juord  and  Saviour,  Svho  is  in  heaven.     She  confi-  - 
ders  herfclf  as  '«  redeemed  from  the  earth  y  *and  - 
therefore  no  longer  confined  to  the  calculations  of 
.  4he  world,  or  obliged  to  direft  herfelf  by  the  cour- 
fcs.of  the  material  luminaries.     It  is  her*  employ- 
ment to  make  known  to  htc  children  the  time  of: 
falvation,  .called  in  Scripture,  •*  the  year  of  the  re- 
deemed ;"   and  this  year  was  introduced  by  the 
cverlafting  day-fpring  from  on  hgh  vifiting  her;, 
whereby  (he  became,  what  the  Sp  rit  ftyles  her,  in^ 
the  Revelation,  "  a  city  that  h  s  no  need  of  the. 
fuB^  neither  of  the  moon  to  ibine  in  it,  for  the. 
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Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  and  the  glor7 
thereof.'* 

The  lellbns  and  fervices  therefore  for  the  four 
firft  Sundays  in  her  liturgical  year  propofe  to  our 
meditations  the  twofold  Advent  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  teaching  us  that  it  is  he  who  was  to  come^ 
and  did  come  to  redeem  the  world ;  and  that  it  is 
he  alfo,  who  ihall  come  again,  to  be  our  judge. 
Thefe  two  Advents  involve  in  them  and  compre- 
hend between  them  the  whole  counfel  of  God  for 
the  redemption  of  mankind,  by  the  coming  of 
Chrift  in  the  flefh,  with  the  final  iffuc  of  that 
counfel  in  refpeft  of  each  individual,  to  be  mani- 
fefted  at  his  coming  to  judgment. 

The  end  propofed  by  the  church,  in  fetting  thefe 
two  appearances  of  Chrift  together  before  us,  at 
this  time,  is,  to  beget  in  our  minds  proper  difpofi- 
tions  to  celebrate  the  one,  and  expeft  the  other  ; 
that  fo,  with  joy  and  thankfulnefs,  we  may  now 
•<  go  to  Bethlehem,  and  fee  this  thing  whiclt  is  come 
to  pafs,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us'* 
even  the  Son  of  God  come  to  viiit  us  in  great  hu- 
mility ;  and  thence,  with  faith  unfeigned,  and  hope 
immoveable,  afcend  in  heart  and  mind  to  meet  the 
fame  Son  of  God  in  the  air,  coming  in  glorious  ma- 
jefty,  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead. 

And  certainly,  if  any  thing  can  lead  men  to  re- 
pentance, and  turn  the  hearts  of  the  difobedient  to 
the  wifdom  of  that  Juft  One,  the  wifdom  which 
maketh  wife  unto  falvation,  through  faith  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  it  muft  be  the  united  conliderations  of  his 
mercy,  and  his  juftice :  his  infinite  mercy  during 
the  day  of  grace,  when  all  tins,  that  can  be  repent- 
ed of,  are  forgiven  unto  men  y  his  inexorable  juf- 
■tlce  at  the  day  of  retribution,  when  he  ihall  infalli* 
bly  render  unto 'every  man  according  as  his  work 
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{hall  be.  And  perhaps  there  is  no  better  method: 
of  ftlrring  up  our  wills  to  procure  an  intereft^  or  of 
difcovering  the  intereft  we  already  poflefs  in  the 
love  of  Chrift,  than  by  viewing  in  their  proper  co- 
loujs  the  terrors  of  his  judgment^  as  they  will  fhew 
themfelves  to  the  aftonifiied  world  at  that  awful 
hour  of  his  fecond  Advent;  when  the  mafk  put, 
upon  falfe  principles  and  evil  anions  (hall  drop  off, 
and  all  things  be  eftimated  by  the  meafures  of 
Chriftianity,  and  the  ftandard  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus. 

The  words  of  the  divine  and  well  beloved  Jofin 
now  read  are,  it  is  prefumcd,  not  improper  for  this 
purpofe,  as  they  evidently  fall  in  with  the  defign  of 
our  church  at  this  feafon,  and  fpeak  the  fame  lan- 
guage with  her  Advent  fervices "  Behold,  he 

Cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  Qiall  fee  him, 
and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him ;  and  all  the  kin- 
dreds of  the  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him.  Even 
fo,  Amen.'* 

In  thefe  words  we  may  obferve, 

I.  Chrift's  Advent  to  judgment,  with  the  man- 
ner of  it ;  **  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds." 

II.  The  circumftance  of  the  world's  beholding 
him,  and  the  effeft  it  fliall  produce ;  <«  E- 
very  eye  ihall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  that 
pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
ihall  wail  becaufe  of  him.'* 

III.  The  faith  and  hope  of  the  church,  dif- 
played  by  her  wiftiing  and  praying  for  his 
manifeftation,  notwithftanding  all  the  ter- 
rors that  are  to  attend  it ;  "  Even  fo.     A- 


men." 


I,  Then  we  are  to  confider  Chrifl's  Advent  to 
judgment.  There  is  fomething  wonderfully  awful  and 
affecting  in  the  fhort  defcription  the  text  gives  us 
otit.    The  beautiful  manner,  particularly^  in  which 

it 
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ft  19  fhtrckiuced,  is  Worthy  notice.    St  John,  having . 
occafion  to  mention  his  dear  Ixwd  and  mafter,  ^at, 
whofe  command  he  wrote  this  epiftie  to  the  church- 
esy.£red  and  tranfpofted  at  the  glorious  name,  runs- 
on  with  amazing  rapidity,  enumerating  the  bleffings 
of  the  Redemption  which  is  by  him ;  and  having, 
carried  him  from  his  crofs  to  his  throne,  and  afcribed 
all  glory  to  him  fitting  upon  it,  immediately  he  fec5 
him  in  the  clouds,  and  breaks  forth  in  the  words 
of  the  text.     The  whole  paflage  runs  thus ;  "  John 
to  the  feven  churches,  which  are  in  Alia,  Grace  be 
unto  you,  and  peace  from  him  which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to  come ;  and  from  the  feven 
fpirits  which  are  before  his  throne ;  and  from  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  who  is  the  faithful  witncfs,    and  the 
firft  begotten  from  the  dead,  and  the  prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth;  unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
wafbed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  bloo(^,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  fat  her  j. 
untc  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Allien. — Behold,  he  cometh  !'*     It  is  evident  like*- 
wife,  at  firft  fight,  how  well  this  fudden  and  abrupt 
introdudlion  is  cakulited.to  awaken  our  attention  to 
what  follows.     "  The  corruptible  body,  alas,  prefix 
eth  down  the  foul  that  muleth  on  many  things,'* 
and  cfpccially  when  it  mufetL  on  the  things  of  e- 
ternity.    Multitudes  lie  afleep  in  their  fins,  amufed 
with  delufive  dreams;    dead  to  their  true  views 
and  interefts,  as  a  corpfe  fleeping  in  the  duft  is 
dead  to  the  views,  and  interefts  of  this  life.    There- 
fore the  Holy  Spwit,  about  to  make  proclamation : 
of  Chrift's  fecond  Advent,  firft  founds  a  trumpet 
in  8ion,  and  an  alarm  in  the  holy  mountain,  and 
ufiicrs  it  in  with  an  emphatical — Behold!  which, . 
like  the  voice  of  that  wakeful  bird  that  gives  the 
firft  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  morning,  and  as  a 
>  prelude 
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prelude  to  the  Archangel's  trump,  which  is  to  give* 
notice  of  the  lad  morning  that  ihall  ever  rife  upont 
the  world,  is  defigned  to  awaken  a  carelefs  and  in<^ 
doient  generation  out  of  its  lethargy,  importing  the 
fame  in  this  place,  with  thofe  other  frequent  calls 
of  the  apoftles  and  prophets — *<  Awake,  thou  that- 
fleepeft,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  ihalL 
give  thee  light.    Arife,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  comings 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifing  upon  thee.'* 

<<  Behold  he  cometh  !''  And  is  not  this  a  fight* 
moft  worthy  of  our  attention  ?  Is  it  not  very  mcet^. 
right,  and  our  bounden  duty,  that  we  ihould  be* 
hold  it  ?   That  we  fhould  open  the  eyes  of  our* 
£aith,  which  the  bewitching  cup  of  pleafurc  and 
vamty,  mingled  by  a  deceitful  world  for  our  de- 
Aru£tion,  has  charmed  to  fleep  ?  That  we  fhould^ 
"  lift  up  our  heads,  and  look  up^  to  fee  our  re- 
demption drawing  nigh?"  For  draw* nigh  it  will 
and  it  does,. whether  we  confider  it,  or  not.    Eve* 
ry  evening  takes  a  day  from  the  world's  duration*. 
The  portion  of  the  wicked  is  fo  much  Icfs,  and  the* 
time  of  their  punifhment  fo   much  approached.: 
The  fufieriBgs  of  the  patient  fo  much  diminifhed^ 
and  their  hopes  of  deliverance  fo  much  increafed*. 
Nay,  every  clock  that  ftrikes  bids  us  recoUefb,  that 
the  promifeof  Chrift  has  then  received  an  addi-. 
tional  force ;  «  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  according  as; 
his  work  fhall  be."      The  precife  day  and  hour 
knoweth  no  man.     Thougluprobably,  as  it  was  at 
his  firft  Advent,  fo  likewii'e  will  it  be  at  his  fecond. 
The  faithful  fervants,  who  are  watching  for  the  re- 
turn of  their  Lord,^  and  "  looking  for  redemption 
in  Jerufalem,"  will  be  able,  by  the  books  or  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  figns  of  the  times,  to  teH  when 
iib£  day  is,  approaching.     But  what  avails  a  curious 
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difqulfition  upon  the  cxaft  period  of  the  world's 
diffolution  ?  What  is  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  thofc 
malefactors,  who,  inftead  of  preparing  for  their 
trial,  fpend  the  fmall  portion  of  time  allotted  them^ 
in  difputing  with  each  other  concerning  the  hour 
in  which  thev  trumpet  ftiall  found,  and  the  judge 
make  his  entry  ?  In  this,  above  all  other  cafes, 
*<  blefied  is  the  man  that  fcareth  always.  Blefled 
is  that  fervant,  who,  whether  his  maftcrcometh  at 
the  fecond  watch,  or  whether  he  cometh  at  the 
third  watch,"  is  ready  to  receive  him,  and  exhibit 
his  accounts.  Bleffed)  in  fhort,  is  he,  and  he  only, 
who  hears  continually  thefe  words  of  the  beloved 
John  ;  "  Behold,  he  coraeth." 

He  cometh,  indeed  !  But  how  changed  ?  H«w 
different  his  appearance,  from  what  it  once  was  ? 
How  fhall  we  be  able  to  conceive  of  it  as  it  deferves, 
to  raife  our  thoughts  from  the  voice  of  ihc  tender 
babe  in  the  niauger,  bewailing  our  fins  that  brought 
him  thither,  to  the  voice  of  the  tion  of  God,  from 
which  the.  heavens  and  the  earth  fhall  fly  aivay,  and 
no  place  be  found  for  them  any  more  for  ever ! 
Yet  fo  it  is.  Behold,  he  who  came  m  fVraddling 
clothes,  cometh  with  clouds.  He  who  came  ta 
preach  the  day  of  falvation,  cometh  again  to  pro- 
claim the  day  of  vengeance.  He  who  was  led  as  a 
a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  leads  his  ten  thoufands  to 
the  prey,  as  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  He' 
who  cried  not,  nor  lifted  up  his  voice  againO:  his 
enemies  upon  earth,  ihunders  with  the  glorious 
voice  of  his  excellency  againfi  them  from  heaven. 
He  wha  never  brake  a  bruifed  reed,  rules  the  na- 
tions with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  breaks  them  in  pieces 
tike  a  potter's  vefTel.  He  who  quenched  not  the 
fmoking  flax,  extinguiflies  the  great  lights  of  the* 
world  5  darkens  the  fun,^  and  turns  the  moon  into 
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blood ;  commands  the  ftars  from  their  ftations,  and 
the  dead  from  their  graves  ^  ihakes  the  powers  of 
lieaven,  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  all 
hearts,  that  are  not  fixed  on  him. 

The  trumpet  founds, and  he  is  coming!  The  ever« 
Jading  gates  of  heaven,  which  lifted  up  their  heads 
for  the  King  of  Glory  to  enter. in,  are  again  lifted 
up  ;  and  behold  the  proceiBon  that  comes  forth  of 
them,  defcending  to  this  k)wer  world,  as  it  is  de- 
fcribed  by  one  who  faw  it  in  a  viiion.  I  faw  heaven 
opened,  and  behold  a  white  horfe,  and  he  that  fat 
upon  him  was  called  faithful  and  true,"  the  accom- 
plifher  of  all  his  promifes ;  *<  and  in  righteoufnefs 
he  dot'i  judge"  the  world,  and  "  make  war"  againft 
all  that  oppofe  him.  <^  His  eyes  were  as  a  £ia(be 
of  fire,"  difccrning  and  deftroying  the  counfels  of 
his  adverfaries ;  <<  and  on  his  head  were  many 
crowns  j"  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  were  be- 
come his ;  **  and  he  had  a  name  written,  that  no 
man  knew,  but  he  himfeif,"  the  ineffable  name  of 
the  divine  effehce.  "  And  he  was  clothed  with  a 
vefture  dipt  in  blood,"  the  garment  of  vengeance. 
"  And  his  name,"  by  which  he  is  known  to  menf 
<<  is  called,  the. Word  of  God.  And  the  armies 
which  were  in  heaven  followed  him  upon  white 
horfes,"  attending  him  in  his  glory,  «<  clothed  in  fine 
linen  white  and  ctean,"  which  is  the  righteoufnefs 
of  faints.  <<  And  out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a  (harp 
fword,"  namely,  his  holy  word,  «  that  with  it  he 
ihould  fmite  the  nations.  And  he  fhall  rule  them," 
that  have  rejeded  the  golden  fceptre  of  mercy, 
<<  with  a  rod  of  iron.  And  he  treadeth  the  wine* 
prefs  of  the  fiercenefs  and  wrath  of  Almighty  God. 
And  he  hath  on  his  vefture  and  on  his  thigh  a 
name  written,  King  or  kings,  and  lord  of  lords." 
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^hen  Joihua,  at  the  head  of  the  armies  of  Ifrael, 
Surrounded  Jericho,  fit  the  found  of  the  trumpet, 
'*he  walk  felldat.  When  the  divine  Joftiua,  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  of  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  the 
church  triumphant,  furrounds  this  city  of  deftruc- 
tion,  can  the  event  be  otherwife  ?  Affuredly  it  can- 
not. The  ftrength,  beauty,  and  glory  of  the  world 
yrill  f^ll,  and  come  to  nothing,  at  the  momenit 
when  the  trumpet,  founding  from  the  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other,  fhall  give  notice,  that  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth  is  coming  to  his  judgment- 
feat  in  the  air.  The  throne  that  fliall  be  there  e- 
refted  for  him  is  thus  defcribed  by  Daniel—**  I  be- 
held till  the  thrones  were  caft  down,  and  the  an- 
tient  of  days  did  fit ;  whofe  garment  was  white  as 
fnow,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool. 
His  throne  was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels, 
as  burning  fire;  a  fiery  ilream  ifiued,  and  came 
forth  from  before  him :  thoufand  thoufands  mini>- 
ficred  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou- 
fand fiood  before  him.  The  judgment  was  fet, 
and  the  books  were  opened."  In  the  clouds  oirer 
our  heads  is  this  judgment- feat  to  be  formed,  as  it 
is  alfo  written  in  the  book  of  Pfalms — "  Clouds 
and  darknefs  ate  round  about  him,  righteoufnefs 
-and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne.'* 
From  amidft  this  thick  darknefs  the  lightnings, 
thofe  fwift  executioners  of  divine  vengeance,  fliall 
flafh  abroad  over  the  earth  while  ten  thoufand 
thunders,  rolling  forth  from  the  glorious  God  that 
maketh  them,  ftiall  at  once  utter  their  tremendous 
voices :  as  it  is  written  again  in  the  fame  book  of 
Pfalms — w  Our  God  fhall  come,  and  (hall  not 
•keep  filence,"  as  once,  when  like  a  ihecp  dumb  be- 
fore his  fliearers  he  opened  not  his  m^uth.  **  A 
&e  (hall  now  devour  before  him,  and  it  fhall  be 
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Tcry  tcmpeftuous  round  about  ^him*  The  Lord/* 
even  the  Lord  Jefus,  <<  fball  thunder  out  of  bea'v 
yen^  and  the  higheft  give  his  thunder,  hail  ftones 
and  coals  of  fire."  By  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming 
all  enemies  {hall  fooa  be  confumed,  all  clouds  ihall 
pafs  away  ;  and  the  judge  fhall  appear  upon  hb  ra« 
diant  throne,  like  his  emblem  the  fun;  fo  that 
there  (hall  -not  be  a  tongue  but  muft  own  with  the 
church,  in  her  triumphant  fong,  **  Heaven  and 
earth  are  full  of  the  majedy  of  thy  gjlory.**  And 
zs  Chrid  upon  his  thrpne,  like  the  ftin,  will  fe^ 
all,  fo,  like  the  fun,  he  will  be  fecn  of  all,  which 
brings  us  to  the 

II.  Thing  to  be  confidered,  namely,  the  circum- 
ftance  of  mankind  beholding  him,  with  the  effeft 
it  fhall  produce  upon  them ;  «  Every  eye  fhall  fee 
him',  and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him,  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  earth  fliall  wail  becaufe  of  him," 

The  judge  being  feated  on  kis  throne,  aqd  all 
things  fubdued  to  him,  ^<  before  him,  fhall  be  ga-» 
thered  all  nations,''  all  the  innumerable  multitudes 
of  men^and  women  that  have  lived  in  every  age, 
and  every  country.  Every  eye  fliall  fee  the  God 
that  made  it,  and  commanded  it  to  be  pure,  and 
iingle.  How  it  has  fulfilled  his  commandment^ 
will  then  be  known.  The  Sight  of  Chrift  upon  hi$ 
throne  will  be  a  trying  fight  5  the  eflTefts  of  it  will 
enter  the  heart  lil^e  the  piercings  of  a  fword,  and 
reveal  all  its  thoughts  in  the  countenance ;  hypor 
crify  fliall  then  be  no  more.  "  Every  eye  fhall  fee 
him."  But  who  flrall  be  able  to  endure  the  fight  ? 
Even  ^*  they  that  pierced  him"  muft  *«  look  on  him 
Whom  they  pierced."  Pilate  will  behold  the  poor, 
defpifed  Galilean^  whom  he  fcourged,  and  deliver- 
ed to  be  crucified,  now  ready  to  judge  him,  and  all 
the  world.     Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who  mock- 
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«d  and  fet  him  at  nought,  will  fee  him  encompafled 
vnth  ten  thoufands  of  faints  and  angels,  about  ta 
fpeak  unto  them  in  hb  wrath,  and  trouble  them  in 
liis  fore  difpleafure.  A  corrupt  temporifing  San  he- 
drim,  who  were  inftant  with  loud  voices  that  he 
niight  be  crucified,  will  fee  heaven  and  earth  flic 
away  before  the  face  of  that  prieft,  of  whom  they, 
kis  reprefentatives,  were  the  betrayers  and  murder* 
crs.  They  who  plaited  and  put  on  the  crown  of 
thorns,  ihall  be  firuck  blind  with  rays  of  glory 
beaming  from  his  facred  head.  And  they  who 
drove  the  nails,  and  he  who  thruft  the  fpear  into 
his  fide,  fhall  fee  that  fame  Jefus,  whom  they  pier- 
ced, exalted  above  every  name  that  is  named  in 
lieaven  and  earth. 

But  think  not  that  the  Jews,  wlio  crucified  Chrift, 
are  the  only  perfons  that  will  have  reafon  to  trem- 
ble at  this  fignt.  There  are  others,  who  may  dread 
it,  as  well  as  they.  Thofe,  whofe  fins,  yet  unre- 
pented  of,  fharpened^the  nails,  and  pointed  Qvery 
thorn.  Thofe  careldfs  ones,  who  are  at  eafe; 
whofe  hearts,  harder  than  the  rocks,  that  rent 
afunder  at  his  crucifixion,  remain  unmoved  at 
the  fight  of  the  Son  of  God,  dying  upon  the  crofs 
for  them,  and  calling  from  thence  to  a  thoughtlefs 
world— <<  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  sdl  ye  that  pafs  by  ? 
Behold,  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  unto 
my  forrow  which  is  done  unto  me,  wherewith  the 
Lord  hath  zSLi&cd  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger.'' 

Bifhop  Taylor,  in  one  of  his  Advent  fermons, 
}ias  an  expofiulation  with  a  finner  upon  this  fubjeA, 
which  is  fo  juft,  beautiful,  and  afie^ng,  and  fo  in- 
finitely beyond  any  thing  I  can  offer,  that  I  fhall 
not  only  have  your  pardon,  but  your  thanks,  for 
reciting  it.  **  It  was  for  thy  fake  that  the  judge 
did  fufier  unfpc^ble  pains,  fuck  as  were  fufficient 
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to  reconcile  all  tht  world  to  God.  And  to  confi* 
der  that  thou  haft,  for  thy  own  particular,  made  all 
this  in  vain  and  ineffeAive  ?  that  Chrift  thy  Lord 
and  judge  fliould  be  tormented  for  nothing ;  that 
thou  wouldeft  not  accept  felicity  and  pardon,  when 
he  purchaTed  them  at  fo  dear  a  price  y  it  muft  needs 
be  an  infinite  condemnation  to  thee;  Hew  {halt 
thou  look  upon  him  that  fainted  and*  died  for  lover 
of  thee,  and  thou  didft  fcorn  his  miraculous  mer-^ 
ties  ?  How  (halt  thou  dare  to  behold  that  holy  face 
Which  brought  falvation  to  thee,  and  thou  didft 
turn  away,  and  fall  in  love  with  death,  and  deform 
mity,  and  fin  ?  And  yet,  in  the  beholding  that  face^ 
confifts  much  of  the  glories  of  eternity.  Surely  alb 
the  pains  and  the  paffions>.  the  forrows  and  the 
groans,  the  humility  and  poverty,  the  labours  and 
the  watchings,  the  prayers  and  the  fermons,  the 
miracles  and  the  prophecies,  the  whip^and  the  nails» 
the  death  and  the  burial,  the  ihame  and  the  fmart^. 
the  crofs  and  the  grave  of  Jefus,  {hall  be  laid  upon 
thy  fcore,  if  thou  hz&  refufed  the  mercies  and  de- 
fign  of  all  their  holy  ends  and  purpofes«.  And  if' 
thou  remembereft  what  a  calamity  that  was,  whiclt^ 
broke  the  Jewi{h  nation  in  pieces,  when  Chrifl: 
came  to  judge  them,  for  their  murdering  him,  ^o- 
was  their  king,  and  the  prince  of  life ;  and  confi- 
dereft,  that  this  was  but  a  dark  image  of  the  terrors 
of  the  day  of  judgment,  thou  mayeil:  then  appre<*> 
hend,  that  there  is  fome  {Grange  unfpeakable  evil 
in  {^ere  for  one  who  refufes  the  falvation  of  Jef^^B^ 
and  rather  chufes  that  Satan  {hould  rejoice  in  his 
def^ruAion,  than  that  Jefus  {liould  triumph  in  his 
feUcity." 

Thus  far  this  excellent  prelate.     And  all  who 
confider  the  matter  in  this  its  true  and  proper  lights , 
cannot  wonder  sit  the  effeA  which^  as  St  John  in. 
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the  text  tpl\s  xts,  the  fight  of  Chrsft  will  produce 
among  the  kindreds  of  the  earth.  They  fhall  yrzil 
becaufe  of  ChrUl,  when  they  fee  him  whom  they 
have  pierced  by  their  fins,  and  crucified  afrefh. 
And  that  wailing  muft  needs  be  terrible,  when  mil- 
lions of  men  and  women  fhall  at  the  fame  inflant 
fearfully  cry  out,  and  the  noife  fhall  mingle  with 
the  trumpet  of  the  Archangel,  and  the  thunders 
of  the  dying  and  groaning  heavens  paffing  away 
l^ith  a  great  noife,  and  the  roaring  of  the  flames  in 
which  the  earth  and  all  the  works  that  are  therein 
^^all  then  be  diffblving.  The  terror  and  lamenta« 
,tion  throughout  the  wprld  at  tint  time,  with  the 
foreboding  pangs  and  convulfions  of  departing  na« 
tus:e>  will  be  fuch  as  never  were,  fince  the  day  that 
God  created  man  upon  the  earth.  Include  in  your 
idea  the  deflruftion  of  the  old  world  by  the  flood, 
•  the  overthrow  of  the  cities  of  the  plain  by  fire  and 
^imftone,  and  the  defolation  of  *  Jerufalem  by  the 
^oman  armies,  with  an  aflemb^age  of  the  plagues 
of  Egypt,  and  the  miferies  and  calamities  felt  by 
^ex>  m  all  ages,  yet  your  conceptions  will  fall  as  far 
ihort  of  the  things  themfelves,  as  the  fhadow  does 
of  the  fubf^ance.  Nothing  can  exceed  our  blefied 
Xiord's  defcription  of  this  laf):  fcene,  but  its  a£tual 
accomplifhment«^<^  There  fhall  be  figns  in  the  fun^ 
and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  flars ;  and  upon  the 
^arth  diftrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity,  the .  fea 
ai^d  the  waves  roaring  *,  men's  hearts  failing  them 
for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  thofc  things  which 
are  coming  on  the  earth  y  for  the  powers  of  the 
heaven  fhall  be  fhakcn.  And  then  Ihall  appear  the 
iign  of  the  fon  of  man  in  heaven ;  and  then  fhall 
oU  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and  they  fhall  fee 
the  fbn  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
with  power  and  great  glory."     At  this  moft  awful 
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smd'tifeinendous  hour,  when  the  fon  of  man'  fliallt 
difplay  his  banner  the  crofs  in  the  clouds ;  whenr 
the  fea  and  the  waters  of  the  great  deep  ihall  roar  ^ 
when  the  deftroying  angel  ihall  again  go  forth  at» 
midnight  into  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  there  fhall  be: 
a  great  cry  throughout  all  the  land,  becaufe  of  death- 
and  judgment ;  then  (hall  be  brought  ta  pafs  that 
which  is  written  in  the  R  evelation  j  "Ibeheld  when  ther 
kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men>  and  the  i^ich^ 
men,  and* the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men^ 
and  every  bondman,  and  every  freeman- hid  them-' 
felves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  fatd  to  the  mountains  and  rocks^  fall  on 
us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  fittetlv 
on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath-  of  the  Lamb^ 
For  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who^ 
fhall  be  able  to  ftand  ?" 

A  view  of  the  terrors  of  the  Lord'  has  by  thi^ 
thne,  perhaps,  made  us  all  ready  to  join  in  aiking^. 
this  lad  queftion  .^  "Who  fhall  be  able  to  ftand  ?'*' 
And  we  cannot  help  taking  up  our  parable  with  Ba-* 
laam ;  <*  A4as !  who  (halMive,  when  God  doth  this  ?"** 
But  thanks  be  to  God,  an  anfwer  wiU  be  abundantly^ 
miniftred  unto  us  by  a  coi^deration.  of  tho 

III.  And  Uft  point  propofed^  nafoely^  the  faith; 
and  hope  of  the  church,  who  wifhcs  forChriilV 
snanifeftation,  notwithftanding  all  the  terrors  tbatt 
are  to  attend  it,  as  appears  by  the  renaaining  word9 
of  my  text-^"  Even  fo.     Amen/' 

For  thefe  are  not  the  words  of  St  John  only,  butt 
they  carry  in  them  the  prayers  and  fighs  of  Chrif* 
tians,  fent  upito  the  throne  of  grace  through  him* 
It- is  not  «  the  Spirit"  alone,  fpeaking  by  him,  that 
feys  ««  Come/'  but  "  the  bride,"  or  church,  alfo 
fays  the  fame.  "  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
tmcy  is  the  voice  of  the  departed  fpirits>  xcAiog 

K  1  {xoxsk^ 


JI4  THE  KING  OF  GLORY. 

from  their  labours  under  the  ahar.in  heaven,  and 
waiting  for  the  completion  of  their  glory,  at  the 
day  of  their  Rejdeemer's  triumph.     And  that  part 
of  the  church  which  .iis  flill  militant,  and  fojourns 
in  the  wildcrncfs,  may  be  heard  earneftly  joining 
in  the  fame  expodulation,  in  the  Ixiv.  chapter  of  the 
prophet  Ifaiah ;  "  O  that  thou  wouldft  rent  the  hea- 
vens, that  thou  would  come  down, that  the  mountains 
might  flow  down  at  thyprefence;  as  when  the  melting 
fire  burneth,  the  fire  caufeth  the -waters  to  boil;  tc^ 
make  thy  name  known  to  thine  adverfaries,  that 
,  the  nations  may  tremble  at  thy  prefence.     When 
iSormerly  thou  didft  terrible  things,  which  we  look- 
ed not  for,  thou  cameft  down,  the  mountains  flow- 
ed down  at  thy  prefence."     Nay,  we  ourfelves,  e- 
very  one  of  us,  daily  put  up  the  very  fame  petition 
to  God,  when  we  pray  that  •'  his  kingdom  may 
come :"  for  his  kingdom  of  glory  cannot  come,  till 
all  thefe  things  fhall  have  been  brought  to  pafs. 
And  again,  when,  ilanding  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
we  have  before  our  eyes  a  plain  proof,  that  **  ma  a 
who  is  born  of  a  woman,  Lath  but  a  fhort  time  t& 
live"  in  this  world;  we  earneftly  befcech  the  Fa- 
ther of  Spirits,.  "  that  it  would  pleafe  him  of  hia 
gtjicious  goodnefs  fliortly  to  accomplifti  the  num- 
ber of  his  eleft,  and  to  haften  his  kingdom."    Thus 
the  coming  of  that  day,  in  which  "  all  the  kindreds 
^[  the  earth  fhall  wail,"  is  the  conftant  fubjeft  of 
the  wifiies  and  prayers  of  the  fons  of  God.     A 
found  Chriftian  faith  gives  them  confidence  to- 
wards God,  and  teaches  them,  without  hypocrify, 
to  pray  for  the  fecond  Advent  of  Chrift.     For  al- 
though in  that  day  "he  cometh  with  clouds,"  yet 
God's  promife  is,  that  whenever  **  he  brings  his 
doud"  over  the  earth,  bis  "  bow  ihall  be  in  the 
cloud,"  the  fure  token  of  the  «  everlafting  covc- 
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Bant  of  mercy  between  him  and  all  fiefh."     And 
accordingly,  when  Ezekiel  and  St  John  faw  Cbrift. 
upon  his  terrible  throne,  he  appeared  encompailed 
with  a  RAINBOW,  to  teach  us  that  even  the  throne 
of  judgment  is  incircled  by  mercy,  which  rejoices 
againft  judgment.     All  the  cries  of  defpairing  na- 
tions,  the  thunderis  pf  heaven,  and  the  horrible 
noifes  of  the  periiiiing  earth  ihall  not  keep  thofe^, 
who  have  been  indeed  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  from 
hearing  a  voice  faying  unto  them,  "  Come  up  hi- 
ther."    Yea,  and  they  who  in  faith  and  patience 
have  waited  for  the  Lord,  as'  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
fpeaks,  «  (hall  then  renew  their  ftrength,  they  fhalh 
mount  up  as  eagles.'*      They  Ihall  aftend  to  meet 
their  Redeemer  in  the  air,  and  the  eye  of  faith  fhalL 
ftedfaftly  behold  the  glories  of  the  Sun  of  Righce- 
©ufnefs.     Marvel  no  longer  then  that  the  church< 
£o  pafEonately  defires  the  manifeftation  of  Chrift.. 
Marvel  not  that  ihe  fhould  fay,  come  !  when  the. 
Advent  of  him  to  whom  (he  fpeaks  is  to  be  the  day: 
of  her  efpoufals>  and  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  her 
heart  j  the  end  of  her  Saviour's  fufferings,  and  herr 
faith ;  a  day  of  triumgh,  and  everlafting  felicity^. 
Let  the  men  of  the  world  lament,  for  their  joy  is>. 
ended^  and  their  forrows  beginnings  but  let  the 
jEedeemed  be  glad,  for  their  forrows  are  at  an  end,, 
and  their  joys  beginning.     Let  the  **  tribes  of  the 
earth  mourn,"  but  "  let  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that 
Haade  him,  aiid  let  the  children  of  Sion  be  joyful  in 
their  king."    For  the  trumpet  which  proclaims  the 
deflru£lion  of  the  ungodly,  declares  at  the  fame 
time  the  falvation  of  the  righteous.     When  that 
trumpet  founds  throughout  the  land^  the  eterhaL 
juhilee  is  begun.     There  is  liberty  for  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prif«)n  doors,  even  the  gates 
of  the  grai^e>  for  thofe  to  come  out^  who  lie  there 

in 


vxS  THE  KING  OF  GLORY: 

ijD  darknefs,  and  in  the  (hadow  of  death ;  and  eYe^^ 
i?y  child  of  God  is  free  to  return  to  his  poiTeiiion 
and  inheritance,  and  to  the  family  of  his  heavenly 
Father.  When  they  who  have  loved  the  worlds 
mftead  of  him  whom  the  world  crucified)  and  truft* 
ed  in  the  falfe  glory  and  riches  of  earthly  Babylon^ 
fiiall  <<  ftand  weeping  and  wailing,  to  fee  the  fmoke 
of  her  burning,  faying,  Alas,  alas,  that  great  city^ 
that  was  clothed  in  purple,  and  fine  linen,  and 
fcarlety  and  decked  with  gold,  and  precious  ftones  ^ 
how  in  one  hour  is  fo  great  riches  come  to  nought  ? 
—What  faith  the  Spirit  to  the  church  ?  "  Rejoice, 
over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  Apoftles  and 
Prophets,  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.'* 
And  what  faith  the  church  herfelf  ?  "  The  king- 
doms of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  his  Chrift,  and  he  fhall  reign  for  even 
and  ever.  Hallelujah,  for  the  Lord  God  omnipo« 
tent  reigneth.  Let  us  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and 
give  honour,  to  him :  for  the  marriage  of  the 
Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf: 
ready." 

And  now,  my  brethren,  whofe  heart  does  not  bura; 
within  him,  when  he  hears  the  melody  of  the  ce<^ 
kfiial  choir  chanting  forth  the  praifes  of  their  vic-» 
torious  Redeemer,  round  his  glorious,  throne  ?  J» 
there  a  fingle  perfon  here,  whofe  foul  has  not  a  de-^ 
fire  and  longing  to  enter  into  the  courts  of  the 
Lord,   and  to  bear  his  part  in  the  never-ending- 
chorus  P  But  know^  O  man,  whofoever  thou  art,; 
that  haft  this  defire  ^nd  longing,  know  thou  muft- 
be  a  penitent  upon  earth,  before  thou  canft  be  a 
&int  in  heaven.    Thou  muft  be  holy  in  time,  i£ 
thou  wouldeft  -be  glorious  in  eternity.     Acquaint 
now  therefore  thyfelf  with  God,  and  be  at  peace 
with  him^  thyfelf|  and.  all  mankind  i  thereby,  ancL 

thewbjj 


THE  KING  OF  GLORY.  117 

tfercbf  only,  ft  all  good  come  unto  thee  at  thy  lat- 
ter end.  Stop  not  thine  ears,  an<i  harden  no^ 
thine  heart  againft  inftruftion,  when  it  is  the  day 
of  trial  and  probation  in  the  wilderncfs.  ReceiTC  ~ 
now,  I jwray  thee,  thelaw  of  thcmoftHigh-,  retire, and 
meditate«upon  it,  and  lay  up  his  words  in  thy  heart; 
nor  fuffer  the  world  to  rob  thee  of  tl^at  wifdom 
which  is  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  to  which 
all  the  things  thou  canft  defire  are  not  to  be  comf^ 
pared.  Fear  not,  neither  be  difmayed,  becaufe  of 
the  multitude  of  thy  pafk  tranfgrei&ons,  which 
prefent  thetofelves  to  thy  troubled  confcience,  and 
fet  themfelves  in  array  againft  thee.  God  can  fefv 
give,  if  thou  canft  repent.  Nay,  he  will  «  give 
*  thee  repentance  unto  life,"  if  thou  wilt  rcqueft 
it  of  him.  If  thou  return  to  the  Almighty,  thoti 
fhah  yet  be  built  up,  and  impoflible  as  it  may  ap^- 
pear,  thou  (halt  put  away  iniquity  far  from  tthy 
tabernacle :  thou  fhalt  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn 
to  do  good:  thou  ihalt  cad  ofFthe  works  6f  dark- 
nefs,  and  put  on  the  armour  of  lightj  now  in  the 
time  of  this  mortal  life :  thou  ihdt  have  thy  de-  . 
light  in  the  Almighty,  and  lift  up  thy  face  unto 
God :  thou  fhalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him,  ^nd 
he  Ihall  hear  thee ;  he  fliall  not  lay  thy  fins  to  thy 
charge,  but  forgive  thee  what  is  paft,  and  give  thee 
grace  to  amend  thy  finful  life  ;  to  decline  from  the 
ways  of  the  deftrpyer,  in  which,  perhaps,  thou 
haft  unhappily  wantlered,  and  incline  to  the  paths* 
of  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  and  walk  therein 
before  him  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  when 
the  work  fliall  be  finifhed,  for  which  God  fcnt  thee 
into  the  world,  even  the  work  of  thy  falvation, 
thou  wilt  perceive,  that  to  depart  and  to  be  with' 
Chrift  is  far  better  than  to  live  here  in  poflefEon 
of  all  that  the  world  can  give  thee.    Thou  flialt  go 

out 
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^out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace  by  angefs^. 
who  fliall  convey  an^  welcome  thy  fpirit  to  the  re- 
gions of  .the  living,  to  the  bofom3  of  our  holy  fa- 
thers, Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  whence  forrow^ 
grief,  and  lamentations  are  banifhed  away,  where 
the  light  of  God's  countenance  vlfits  and  ihines 
continually.  And  when  the  trumpet  ihall  found, 
and  all  the  tribes  and  kindreds  of  the  earth  ihaU 
wail,  thou  fhalt  lift  up  thy  voice  and  iing  for  the 
majefty  and  glory  of  thy  triumphant  liord,  and 
call  to  the  heavens  and  the  earth  to  bear  thee 
company——**  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let 
the  earth  be  glad ;  let  the  fea  make  a  noife,  and 
all  that  is  therein  ;  let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all 
that  is  in  it ;  then  (hall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood 
rejoice  before  the  Lord;  for  he  cometh,  for  he 
Cometh  to  judge  the  earth,  and  with  righteoufnefs 
to  judge  the  world,  ^nd  the  people  with  hi$  truth* 
lie  which  teftifieth  thefe  things,  faith,  Surely  I  com^ 
quickly)  Amen.    Even  fo>  come^  Lord  Jefus.*' 


V  . 
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John.  i.  14^ 

^T)e  Word  was  madejlejhy  and  dwelt  among  us  (and 
tve  beheld  his  glory  ^  the  glory  as  of  the  only-iegoiten 
of  the  Father  J  Jull  of  grace  andjruth. 

J.N  contemplating  the  charaAer  of  man's  Redeem- 
er, it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  our  admiration  be 
moft  excited  by  the  natural  dignity,  or  the  volun- 
tary abafement  of  hi;  perfon.  To  form  fuitable 
ideas  of  either,  it  Is  expedient  to  take  a  view  of 
both.  And  they  appear  to  the  utmoft  advantage 
m  the  exordium  of  St  John's  Gofpel,  where  he  fet- 
teth  himlelf  to  publifh  iirft,  the  Divinity,  and  then 
the*  incai*nation  of  his  moft  adorable  and  beloved 
Mafter.  He  mentions  in  due  order,  and  regular 
gradation,  the  glory  which  the  word  had  with  the 
Father,  before  man,  or  the  world  which  he  now 
inhabits,  had  a  being;  <<  In  the  beginning, was  the 
Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the 
Word  was  God" — His  glory,  with  rcfpefl:  to  the 
creatures,  the  works  of  his  hands  \  ««  All  things 
were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  waa  not  any 
thing  made  that  was  made" — His  glory,  as  the  fole 
author  of  life  aad  immortality ;  ^  In  him  was  life, 
and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men" — His  glory,  with 
rerpe£t  to  man  in  general,  as  fallen  into  a  ftate  of 
ignorance  and  fenfuality  \  '<  And  the  light  fhined 

in 
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in  darknefsi  and  the  darknefs  comprehended  it  not" 
—His  gloryj>  with  xefpeft  to  the  Jews,  to  whom  he 
firft  manifefted  himfelf ;  "  He  came  unto  his  own, 
and  his  own  received  him  not" — His  glory,  with 
refpeft  to  Chriftians  5  **  To  as  many  as  believed  on 
him  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God  5'* 
in  order  to  effect  which  he  himfelf  became  the  fon 
of  man  5  "  The  Word  was  made  flefh,  and  dwelt 
among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth." 

'  Can  any  thing  be  more  truly  noble  and  fublime 
than  the  former  part  of  the  Evangelift's  difcourfe, 
more  pleafing  and  acceptable  than  the  latter,  de- 
fending from  the  loftieft  of  fpeculations  on  the 
Pivine  Nature  of  the  Word,  to  difplay  the  benefits 
of  his  advent  in  theilefh ;  like  the  Nile,  when,  roll- 
ing from  th6  heights  of  the  Nubian  mouritainS|  it 
diffiifeth  riches  and  plenteoufnefs  over  all  the  land 
of  Egypt  ? 

The  union  of  tjro  natures  in  the  perfon  of  our 
Lord,  which  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  the  fource 
of  every  bleffing  we  enjoy  in  time,  or  hope  to  en- 
joy in  eternity,  is  expreffed  by  St  John  in  thefc 
terms,  <*  The  Word  was  made  fleili,"*  each  of 
which  will  be  found  worthy  our  attention.    . 

The  Term  Word  (^»y<w)  was  in  ufe  among  the 
ancient  philofophers,  who  fometimes  fpeak  of  a  per- 
fon under  that  appellation,  as  the  maker  of  the  u- 
niverfe.  80  TertuUian  informs  the  Gentiles.^ 
And  Euiebius,  in  the  xi.  book  of  his  Evangelic^ 
Preparation,  cites  a  Paflage  from  Araelius,  a  celc»- 

brated 

•  Xoyo;  *'a^5  cyivsro, 
f  1*  Apud  veftros  quoque  fapientes  XoyoVf  id  e(l  Sermoncm  at* 
que  Rationem,  coniUt  artificem  videri  univerfitatis.     Hunc  e- 
nim  Zeno  determiaat  fa^itatoreiD)  qui  cun^a  in  diipofitionc  folr^ 
mavcrit." 
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brated  admirer  and  imitatoi:  of  Plato,  in  which  he  , 
fpeaks  of  the  ^«y«f  as  being  eternal  and  the  maker 
of  all  things.  This,  he  fays,  was  the  opinion  of 
Heraclitus ;  and  then  introduces  the  beginning  of 
the  Gofpcl  of  St  John ;  concerniftg  whom)  it  feems, 
he  was  wont  to  complain,  that  he  had  transferred 
into  his  book  the  fentimects  of  his  niafter  Plato. 

But  it  is  not  likely  that  our  Evangelift  either  bor^ 
rowed  from,  or  intended  to  copy  after  Plato.  And 
fince  not  only  Plato,  but  Pythagoras  and  Zeno  like- 
wife,  converled  wifh  the  Jews,  it  is  not  at  all  woa-> 
derful  that  we  Ipeet  with  fomething  about  a  ®Kios 
Aoros,  or  Divine  Woud,  in  their  wrifeingSi  Nor, 
after  all,  might  the  philofophcr  and  the  apoftle  ufc 
the  fame  term  in  the  fame  acceptation. 

It  is  cuftomary  with  the  writers  of  the  New  Tef- 
tamerit  to  exprefs  themfelves,  as  much  as  may  be,  • 
in  th«  language  of  the  Old,  to  which,  therefore, 
we  muft.  have  recourfe  for  an  explanation  of  their 
meaning,  as  the  penmen  of  both,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  one  Spirit,  ufed  their  terms  in  the  fame  fenfe. 
Now,  upon  looking  into  the  Old  Teftament,  we 
find,  that  *«  the  Word  of  Jehovah,**  *  is  frequently 
and  evidently  the  flyle  of  a  per/on^  who  is  faid  «  to 
come,  to  be  revealed,  or  manifeiled,'*  and  the  Kke. 
As  in  the  xv.  chapter  of  Geueiis ;  *«  After  thefe 
things,  the  Word  of  Jehovah  came  unto  Abrahani 
in  a  vifion,  faying,.  Fear  not,  Abraham  5  I  am  thy 
fliield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward.    And  Abra-. 
ham  faid,  Lord  God,  what  wilt  thou  give  me,  &c." 
— "  Behold  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him, 
faying,  This  fhall  not  be  thine  heir-— and  he  brought 
him  forth  abroad,  &c."     Thus  again,  1  Sam.  iii. 
"  Jehovah  revealed  himfelf  to  Samuel  in  Shiloh  by 
the  Word  of  Jehovah."     The  fame  perfon  is,  at 
Vol.  I.  L  other 
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other  times,  charaAerized  by  the  title,  "  the  Name 
^f  Jehovah,"  *  as  in  Ifaiah  xxx.  27.  "  Behold  the 
Name  of  Jehovah  cometh  from  far,  burning  with 
his  anger,  &c." 

With  regard  to  the  natare  of  the  perfon  thus  de- 
i|iominated,  whoever  {hall  duly  coniider  the  attri- 
butes, powers,  and  adtions  afcribed  to  him,  will  fee 
i^eafon  to  thmk  of  him  not  as  of  a  created  intelli- 
gence, but  a  perfon  of  the  divine  eflence,  poileffed 
of  all  its  incommunicable  properties.  And  it  may 
be  noticed,  that  the  Targums,  or  Chaldee  Para- 
phrafts,  continually  fubftitute  if^^  Word  of  Jehovahy\ 
for  JehovahX^  afcribing  divine  char  afters  to  the  per- 
fon fo  named.  And  the  ancient  grecizing  Jews 
ipeak  in  the  fame  ilyle.  Thus  in  that  excellent 
apocryphal  book  of  Wifdom,  ix.  i .  ^<  O  God  who 
haft  made  all  thmgs  "  Aorox  n  by  thy  Word  :"  and 
again,  in  the  paflage,  which  fo  wonderfully  de- 
fcribes  the  horrots  of  that  night,  never  to  be  for- 
gotten by  an  Ifraelite,  wherein  the  firft  born  of  the 
Egyptians  were  flain — "  While  all  things  were  in 
quiet  (Hence,  and  that  night  was  in  the  midft  of 
her  fwift  courfe,  thine  Almighty  Word  (aotos) 
leaped  down  from  heaven,  out  of  thy  royal  throne^ 
as  a  fierce  man  of  war  into  the  midft  of  a  land  of 
deftruftion;  and  brought  thine  unfeigned  com- 
mandment, as  a  fharp  fword;  and  ftanding  up, 
filled  all  things  with  death;  and  it  touched  the 
heaven,  but  it  ftood  upon  the  earth."  Ch.  xviii.  14. 
But  whatever  may  be  thought  of  thefe  pafTagcs, 
certain  it  is,  that  when  St  John  comes  to  treat  of 
this  Word,  although,  to  ihew  ^  diftin£lion  of  pcr- 
fonality,  he  firft  tells  us,  "  The  Word  was  with 
God  J*'  yet  to  prevent  all  miftakes  on  the  other  fide 
«f  the  queftion,  he  inftantly  adds,  <<  And  the  Word 

was 
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was  God  5"  thus  evidently  aflerting  an  unity  of  ef- 
fence. 

And  let  any  impartial  man  only  lay  together, 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and'  duly  weigh  the  following 
particulars ;  that  St  John  tells  us,  "  The  Word 
was  God,"  and  «  Th^  Word  was  made  flefh ;''  that 
St  Paul  fays,  «  God  was  manifeft  in  the  flefh ;  God 
was  in^hrift,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf ;  and 
in  him  dwelt  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,''^ 
that  our  Saviour  is  ftiled  Jehovah,  a  name  appro- 
priated to  the  Deity ;  that  he  fays  of  himfelf,  <*  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft  * — I 
am  he  that  fearcheth  the  hearts  and  reins ;"  that 
he  created  the  world  by  his  power,  redeemed  it  by 
his  mercy,  governs  it  by  his  providence,  and  (hall 
}udge  it  in  righteoufnefs ;  let  any  impartial  man,  I 
fay,  confider  thefe  things  with  the  attention  they 
defer ve,  and  determine  for  himfelf,  concerning  the 
nature  and  dignity  of  him,  who  was  incarnate  for^ 
our  falvation. 

Should  it  be  alked,  why  this  pcrfon  is  ftiled  the 
Word  ?  the  proper  anfwer  feems  to  be,  that  as  a^ 
thought,  or  conception  of  the  underflanding,  is 
brought  forth  and  communicated  in  fpeech^  or  dif-^ 
eourfej  fo  is  the  divine  will  made  kno^n  by  the 
Word,  who  is  the  offspring  and  emanation  of  the 
eternal  mind  \  an  emanation  pure  and  undivided, 

L  2  like 

♦  Upon  thw  palTage,  which  is  found  Rev.  i.  II.  Br  Doddridcb 
)tas  tlie  following  Note — "  7'hat  thefe  titles  (which  occur  jud  a- 
bove  in  ver.  8.)  (houid  be  repeated  £o  foon  in  a  conne£lion  which, 
demonflrates  they  are  given  to  Chrift,  will  appear  very  remark- 
able, whatever  fenfe  be  given  to  the  eighth  verfe.    The  argument 
drawn  in  the  preceding  note  upon  it,  would  have  been  (Irong,. 
wherever  fuch  a  pafTa^e  as  this  had  been  found ;  but  its  immediate 
connexion  with  this,  greatly  ftrengthens  it.     And  I  cannot  for-  - 
l)car  recording  it,  that  this  text  has  done  more  than  any  other  in* 
the  Bible,  towards  preventing  me  from  giving  into  that  fcheme^. 
which  would  make  our  JLordJdiis  Chrift  no  more  than  a  dei&edi 
.  qieature.*' 


,-i 
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Jike  that  of  light,  which  is  the  proper  ifliie  of  the 
fun,  and  yet  coeval  with  its  parent  orb ;  fince  the 
fun  cannot  be  fuppofed,  by  the  moft  exact  and  phi- 
lofophical  imagination,  to  exift  a  moment,  without 
emitting  light ;  and  were  the  one  eternal,  the  other, 
though  ftriftly  and  properly  produced  by  it,  would 
-be  as  ftriftly  and  properly  coeternal  with  it.  80 
true  is  the  affcrtion  of  the  Nicene  fathers  j  fo  apt 
the  inftance  fubjoined  for  its  illuftration;  "  God 
of  God,  light  of  light :"  in  apoilolical  language, 
**  The  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  perfon."  *  And  whether  we 
confider  our  Lord  under  the  idea  of  the  Word,  or 
that  of  Light,  it  will  lead  us  to  the  fame  conclu- 
lion,  refpefting  his  office;  For  as  no  man  can  dif- 
cover  the  mind  of  another,  but  by  the  word  which 
proceecleth  from  him ;  as  no  man  can  fee  the  fun, 
but  b)  the  light  which  iifelf  emittethj  even  fo, 
"  No  man  knoweth  the  Father,  lave  the  Son,  and 
him  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him."f 

'  This  glorious  Word,  this  uncreated  Light,  was 
united  to  our  nature  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift  j 
"  The  Word  was  made  JleJhJ^  F^^fi^  which  is  a 
part  of  our  nature,  ftands  here  for  the  whole  ;  and 
being  the  bafcr  part  of  the  compofition,  feems  pur- 
pofely  mentioned,  to  intimate,  that  the  care  and 
love  of  heaven  extend  eveji  to  that  5  that  cur  bo- 
dies, no  lefs  than  our  fpirits,  are  included  in  the 
fcheme  of  redemption  j  fo  that  whik  the  foul  re- 
pofeth,  in  Jiumbie  confidence,  on  the  mercies  of 
Jefus,  thtjlejfj  alfo  may  *'  reft  in  hope."  In  flefli, 
and  by  the  inftigation  of  flefii,  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted. By  taking  fleih  upon  him,  therefore,,  the 
great  Phyiician,   the  fovqreign  healer  of  all  our 

maladii^s, 

f  Mutth.  xi  a,. 
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maladies,  correfted  the  bad  qualities  of  the  foun— 
tain>  that  the  ilreams  might  flow  pure  and  falutary. 
In  flefh  the  oflfence  was  comitiittedi  and  therefore 
in  flefli  fatisfaftlon  muft  be  made  for  it.      Our- 
High-Prieft  was   incarnate,  that   he  might  haver 
fomeching  to  offer,  more  valuable  and  efficacious  • 
than  the  flefh  of  bulls  and  calves^     "  Sacrifice  and 
offering  thou  wouldeft  not,  but  a  body  haft  thou 
prepared  me.     In  burnt  ofierings  and  facrifices  for- 
iin  thou  haft  had  no  pleafure ;  then  faid  I,  Lo  T 
come  (in  tlie  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of 
me)  to  do  thy  wili,  O  God.'^*     The  nature  thar- 
flnned,  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  was  to  fuf- 
fer  for  fin ;  and  the  Word  was  made  flefh  for  the 
fame  reafon,  that,  when  fo  made,  he  was  baptized  I 
by  John,  ««  To  fulfil  all  rigliteoufnefs."     ♦<  And  as- 
Ghrifi:  took  manhood,  that  by  it  he  might  be  cap- 
able of  death,  whereunto  he  humbled  himfelf ;  {o^* 
becaufe  manhood  is  the  proper  fubjeft  of  compaf-- 
fion  and  feeling  pity,  which  maketh  the  fdeptrc  of 
Ghrift's  regency,  even  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, , 
to  be  amiable ;  he  who,  without  our  nature,  could  ^ 
not  on  earth  fuffer  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  doth-, 
now  alfo,  by  means  thereof,  both  make  inter ceifion  ^ 
to  God  for  finners,  and  exercife  dominion  over  alb 
men,  with  a  true,  a  natural,  andafcnfible  touch. 
of  pity."  f 

•  As  the  Divinity  is  an  object  by  no  means  within  / 
the  grafp  of  the  human  underftanding,  it  were  ab» 
furd  to  expeft  an  adequate  idea  of  the  mode  of  its 
union  with  flefh,  exprefTed  in  the  text  by  the  v/ord^ 
«  made;''  «  The  Word  was  m^e/e  flefh.'*:!:  It  fuf— 
ficeth,  in  this  cafe,  to  maintain  the  general  truth; 
jo£  the  propofition  agaiaft  thofe,  who,  in  different  i 

L  3  ways,, 

J  Pf.  xl.  6.  Heb.  X,  5,        t  Hooker,  Ecclcfiaft.  Polity,  y.  5  j^ . 
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ways,  by  lubtilty  and  fophiftry,  have  labotJred  to 
oppugn  and  deftroy  it.  We  muft  not,  with  Arius, 
den^  the  Saviour  to  be  truly  God,  becaufe  he  be- 
came man  5  nor  aflert,  with  Appollinaris,  that  he 
was  not  really  man,  becaufe  he  was  alfo  God. 
"We  muft  not,  with  Neftorius,  rend  Chrift  afufi- 
der,  and  divide  him  into  two  perfons ;  nor,  af- 
ter the  example  of  Eutyches,  confound  in  his  per- 
fon  thofe  natures  which  fliould  be  diftinguifhed. 
Thefe  were  the  four  capital  errors,  which,  in  the 
earlier  ages,  harrafled  and  dil\ra£ted  the  Chriftiau 
church,  on  the  point  of  the  incarnation  5  and  in 
oppofition  to  which,  the  four  moft  famous  ancient 
general  councils  of  Nice,  Conftantinople,  Ephefus^ 
and  Chalcedon,  were  called.  Whatevtr  was  by 
them  decreed,  either  in  declaration  of  Chriftiao 
belief,  or  refutation  of  herefy,  may  all  be  com- 
prifed,  as  judicious  Hooker  well  noteth,  in  four 
words,  "truly,  perftdlly,  indivifibly,  diftin6tly;"* 
truly  God,  perfectly  man,  indivilibly  one  perfon, 
diftin<ftly  two  natures.  «<  Within  the  compafs  of 
which  four  heads,  iaith  he,  I  may  truly  affirm,  that 
all  herefie&y  which  touch  the  perfon  of  Jefus  ChriO, 
(whether  they  have  rifen  in  thefe  latter  days,  or 
in  any  age  heretofore)  maybe  with  great  facility 
brought  to  confine  themfelves."f 

The  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  writing  on  the  fuh- 
je^  of  the  incarnation,  thus  exprelTeth  himfelf, 
«  He  taketh  not  hold  of  angels,  but  he  taketh  hold 
of  the  feed  of  Abraham ;" :[:  he  took,  or  affumed 
the  manhood  into  God.  As  the  reafonable  foul 
and  llelh  is  one  man,  fo  God  and  man  is  one 
Chrift.  The  foul  is  net  turned  into,  nor  com- 
pounded 

•  AXrJeJsv,  riXtufy  a^ieu^irar?)  affwy^vru;.  f  Book  V.  Se£V.  54. 
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pounded  with  the  body;  yet  they  two,  though  diC- 
tiq^  in  nature,  form  one  man.  The  natures  arc 
preferved,  without  confullon  5  the  perfon  is  entire, 
without  diviiion.* 

Thus,  then,  as  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  the 
counfels  of  the  moft  High  reqwired,  *«  The  Word 
was  made  flefh*,'"  and  being  made  flefh,  <<  dwelt 
among  ft  us ;"  not  appearing  occafionally,  as  in  an- 
cient tiines,  but  making  his  abode  with  his  crea- 
tures J  "  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  [xirts  of  the 
earth,  and  delighting  to  be  with  the  fons  of  men  ;" 
infomuch,  that  we  read  of  thofe,  who  were  not 
afraid  to  aik  him,  "  Mafter,  where  dwelleft  thou  ?'* 
and  received  this  gracious  anfwer,  "  Come  and  fee.*' 
*<  He  pitched  his  tent  among  us,"f  a  ftrapger  and 
a  fojourner,  as  his  fathers  were,  concerning  whom 
it  is  the  apoilk's  obfervation,  that,  though  the  heirs 
of  the  promife,  they  lived  in  tents,  fliifting  from 
place  to  place,  and  declaring,  that  here,  on  earth, 
they  had  no  permanent  city,  but  looked  for  one  to 
come.  The  flcfhly  tabernacle,  in  which  he  refided^ 
at  the  clofe  of  his  pilgrimage,  was  to  be  taken  down, 
in  order  afterwards  to  be  re-erefted4n  a  more  glo*- 
rious  manner,  and  for  ever  fixed  at  the  right  hand 
of  God ;  like  the  Glory  of  old,  which  firfi  travels 
led  with  Ifrael  through  the  wildernefs  in  a  move- 
able tent,  and  then,  at  length,  refted  in  a  durable 
temple,  on  the  hill  of  Sion.  As  the  Captain  of 
our  ialvation,  the  Leader  of  the  Ifrael  of  God,  he 
preceded  liis  people  to  the  battle  ag.unft  their  fpi- 
ritual  enemies  j  and  now,  as  King  of  Glory,  crowrn- 
ed  with  vidlory  and  honour,  he  is  feated  on  his 

throne 

•  Sic  fa£him  eft  Caro,  ut  maneret  Vetburr  ;  non  imiT.utando 
quoderat,  fed  alTumcndo  qugcl  non  erat :  n^.^lra  auxit,  fua  non 
minuit  j  jaec  facramentum  pietatis  dctrimentum  Dcitatis. 

CoNCiL.  CuALCcn* 
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throne^  holding  forth  rewards  to  ail  his  faithful 
ibldiers  and  fer\ants,  which  they  are  to  receive  at 
his  handsy  when  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage  and 
warfare  fliall  be  ended. 

But  let  us  not  imagine,  that,  even  in  the  ftate  of 
humiliation,  his  glory  was  altogether  obfcured  by 
the  veil,  within  which  it  dwelt ;  or  that  its  frequent 
irradiations  were  not  fufficient  to  convince  thofe 
who  beheld  the  houfe,  how  illuftrious  a  gueft  it 
had  the  honour  to  contain.  Eye-witneffes  have 
given  a  different  account.  "  The  Word  was  made 
flefh,  and  dwelt  among  us ;  and  we  beheld  his- 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
ther." The  fun  was  covered  with  a  cloud ;  but  it 
was  the  fun  ftill ;  and  often  manifefted,  through 
the  cloud,  the  power  and  brightnefs  of  its  beams. 

That  Chrift  was  man,  the  labours  and  the  for* 
rows,  the  ftripes,  the  wounds,  the  pains,  and  the 
death,  which,  as  man,  he  fufRred,  did  fully  atteft. 
But  they  who  faw  the  moft  boiilerous  elements  ia 
nature  ceafe  from  raging,  and  compofe  themfelves- 
into  a  perfect  calm,  when  he  faid,  "  Peace,  be  ftill;" 
they  who  faw  a  foul  and  inveterate  leprofy  done 
away  in  a  moment,  by  the  words,  "  Be  clean  ;'* 
they  who  faw  a  body,^  that  had  been  four  days, 
dead,  arife  from  its  tomb,  when  he  called,  ««  La«- 
zarus,  come  forth  *,"  thefc  might  well  alk,  "  What. 
manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and 
the  fea,"  difeafe,  and  death  itfelf,  <«  obey  him  ?" 
Outwardly  indeed  he  appears  to  be  a  man  5  but 
furely,  under  that  form,  a  celeftial  vilitant  is  come 
among  us.     Is  not  this  the  Lord  of  nature  ?  Is  not : 
this  man^s  Almighty  Redeemer  ? 

When,  at  the  marriage  in  Cana,  he  had  caufed ' 
water  to  change  its  nature  and  properties,  and  to 
become  wine,  it  is  faid,  "  This  beginning  of  mira-- 

cles-j 
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cks  did  Jefus  in  Cans  of  Galilee,  and  manifsjled 
forth  his  glory ;  and  hi5  difciples  believed  on  him." 

But  our  hvangelifl  faw  more.  He  was  one  of  rhofe 
who  attended  their  Mafter  on  the  mount  of  trans- 
figoration,  and  to  whom  was  vouchfafed  a  glimpfe 
of  that  excellent  glory,  whieh  the  Word  "  had 
with  the  Father  before  the  world  was,"  and  with 
which  the  humanity,  by.  him  aflumed,  is  now  for 
ever  invefted.  The  Divinity,,  enfhrined  within^ 
communicated  its  radiance  outwardly  to  the  body, 
and  even  to  the  garments,,  till  mortality  feemed  to 
be  fwallowed  up  of  Ufe ;  "  His  face  did'  Ihinc  as  the 
fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light."  Th6 
**  I-X)rd  our  God  became  exceeding  glorious,  he 
-was  clothed  with  majefty  and  honour,  he  decked 
hinifelf  with  light  as  it  were  with  a  garment." 

And  if  we  reflctH:  upon  tlie  manner  in  which  it 
pleafed  the  Father  to  exult  and  ennoble  the  molt 
a'^afing  circumftaifces  of  his  life  and  death,  by  the 
choir  of  angels  that  defcended  to  celebrate  his 
birth  J  the  new  ftar  which  appeared  in  the  Ikics^ 
guiding  the  caftern  fages  to  Bethlehem  v  the  voice 
which  anfwered  him  from  heaven,  in  the  audience 
of  the  Jews ;  the  preternatural  eclipfe  of  the  fua 
at  his  crucifixion ;  recolledling  at  the  fame  time, 
jthe  triumph  of  his  refurredlion  and  the  manner  of 
his  afcenfion  in  the  prcfencCi  of  his  diiciples ;  all 
thefe  particulars  confpire  to  declare  the  glory  not 
of  a  fei^vant,  as  Mofts,  but  of  a  Son,  of  "  the  on? 
ly  begotten  j'*  a  glory  not  of  magnificence  only,  or 
one  befet  with  terrors,  like  that  at  Sinai,  but  bear- 
ing towards  man,  in  every  inftance,  a  benign  and 
moft  friendly  afpeft  ;  as  the  fame  bright  luminary, 
which  rifes  in  glorious  majt^fty  upon  the  earth,  gives 
life,    health,    and.gladnels  to    all  its  inhabitants, 

"We 
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<«  We  belield  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be- 
gotten of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

In  a  fubfequent  verfe  of  this  chapter,  we  find 
<«  grace  and  truth,''  fet  in  oppofition  to  the  Mofaic 
law.  «  The  law  was  given  by  Mofes,  but  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift."  The  law  was  the 
difpenfation  of  jufticc,  auftere,  rigorous,  inflexible. 
*«  He  that  doeth  thefe  things,  fhall  live  in  them  •,'* 
and,  «  Cur  fed  is  he  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,,  to  do 
them."  The  Gofpel  is  the  difpenfation  of  mercy, 
mild,  gracious,  forgiving,  faying  to  the  unhappy 
tranfgreffor  of  the  law,  <«  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
and  thou  fhalt  be  faved."  The  law  could  only 
^make  fin  known,  and,  by  confequence,.  aggravate 
its  guilt ;  the  Gofpel  can  pardon  fin,  and  abolifh 
its  guilt.  Such  is  the  contraft  between  the  moral 
Jaw  and  "  grace."  The  ceremonial  Hands  oppofed 
to  *'  truth,"  not  as  being^^,  hvxjigurative.  *<  The 
law  had  a  fhadow  of  good  things  to  come ;  but  the 
body,"  the  fubftance,  the  reality,  the  truth,  point* 
ed  at,  and  delineated  by  fuch  a  fhadowy  reprefen- 
tation,  "  is  of  Chrift."  The  blood  of  bulls  and 
goats,  for  inftance,  was  oflfered,  but  it  could  not 
take  away  fin ;  it  was  never  intended  fo  to  do ;  it 
was  <*  a  figure  for  the  time  then  prefent,"  defigned 
to  direft  the  faith  of  the  offerer  to  its  correfpon- 
dent  truth,  namely,  the  blood  of  Mefliah,  to  be 
afterward  fhed  for  that  purpofe.  In  itfelf,  the  law 
was  ineffeftual,  and,  of  courfe,  if  relied  in,  proved 
fallacious  and  de(Vru6tive. 

But  the  words,-  as  they  ftand  in  the  text,  may 
be  taken  in  a  more  extended  fcnfe,  comprehending 
the  whole  world,  which,  at  the  time  of  Chrift's 
advent,  was  in  a  ftatc  of  error^  and  condemnation. 
The  two  bleilings,    therefore,   of  which  it  flood 

moifc 
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t&oft  eminently  in  need,  were,  "grace  and  truth;'* 
grace  to  deliver  it  from  condemnation,  and  truth, 
to  correft  its  errors.  Both  thcfe  God  by  Chrift 
did  vouchfafe  to  beftow  upon  it.  «*  He  hath  made 
us  accepted*  in  the  Beloved,"  remitting  our  fins, 
and  receiving  us  to  favour.  He  hath  alfo  fhewn 
us  the  true  and  the  right  way,  enabling  as  well  a» 
direding  us  to  walk  therein.  Grace,  without  truth, 
can  only  mock  us ;  truth,  without  grace,  can  only  af- 
iright  us.  But  when  grace  hath  brought  us  to  him, 
truth  will  keep  us  with  him  :  and  through  grace  we 
ihall  accomplilh  what  truth  rcquircth  at  our  hands. 
*«  Surely  his  falvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear  him, 
that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land.  Mercy  and 
truth  arc  met  together,  righteoufnefs  and  peace  have 
kified  each  other."f 

With  wonder,  gratitude,  and  joy,  therefore,  let 
us  refleft  upon  the  honour  done  us  by  the  Word 
being  made  Flesh.  Our  nature  is  exalted  to  the 
throne  of  God ;  there  is  a  man  in  heaven  !  The 
difciples  beheld  Chrift- s  glory  in  the  days  of  his  hu- 
miliation ;  but  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive the  glory  with  which  God  hath  now  inverted 
**  that  body  which  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  make 
hb  own ;  that  b«dy  wherewith  he  hath  faved  the 
world  5  that  body  which  hath  been  and  is  the  root 
of  eternal  life,  the  inftrument  wherewith  Deity 
worketh,  the  facrifice  which  taketh  away  fin,  the 
price  which  hath  ranfomed  fouls  from  death,  the 
leader  of  the  whole  army  of  bodies  that  fhall  rife 
again.  For  though  it  had  a  beginning  from  us, 
,yet  God  hath  given  it  vital  efl3[cacy,  heaven  hath 
endowed  it  with  celeftial  power,  that  virtue  which 

it 

**  Bx^vnf  nfAtH*    EphcC  s.  6.  f  Pf.  Imr.  9,  lo. 
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it  hath  from  above,  in  regard  tvhereof,  ail  the  an* 
gels  in  heaven, adore  it."* 

And  if  "  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flefli," 
can  God  hate  the  fiefh,  which,  by  being  taken  in- 
to one  perfon.with  the  Wori5,  is  uhited  to  the 
Codhead  ?  Can  the  Father  hate  Him,  of  whom  ]ie 
more  than  once  declared  from  heaven,  ** This  is 
my  beleved  Son,  in-  whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ?'* 
*'  And  we  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  flefli, 
and  of  HIS  bones.  It  is  a  great  myftery,"  faith 
the  apoftle,  "  but  I  fpeak  concerning  Chrift  and  the 
church."  f 

When  man  had  offended,  he  fled  from  his  Ma- 
kpr,  and  dared  no  more  to  approach  the  divine  pre- 
fence.  But  now  that  the  Word  incarnate  hath 
publlflied  his  general  invitation — "  O  thou  that 
heareft  the  prayer,  unto  thee  fhall  all fleih  come!" 

If  the  Son  of  God  became  the  Son  of  man,  why 
fhoukl  it  feem  a  thing  incredible,  that  the  fons  of 
men  fhould  become  the  fons  of  God  ?  "  Beloved, 
now  are  we  the  fons  of  God ;  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  fhall  be ;  but  vsre  know,  that  when 
Chrift,  who  is  our  life,  fliall  appear,  then  (hall  we 
alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory  5  for  we  fliall  fee  him 
as  he  is."f 

Delight  we,  then,  to  talk  (and,  flnce  the  incar- 
nation of  the  WonD,  why  fhould  w^e  not  delight  to 
talk)  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature  ?  Jact  us  be 
careful  tq  a6t  up  to  it.  To  a  Chriflian  the  advice 
of  the  philofopher  comes  with  redoubled  force; 

**  Reverence  yourfelf." Confider,  to  whom  you 

are  related,  by  whom  you  have  been  begotten  a- 
gain  to  a  lively  hope  of  an  unfading  inheritance, 
.The  llock,  from  which  you  are  fprung,  is  noble, 

it 

•  Hooker,  Book  v.  Se£V.  54. 
f  Ephef .  V.  30.  I  I  John  ii.  %, 
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It  Is  royal,  it  is  divine.  Difgrace  it  not  by  bafc  and 
unworthy  anions.  Your  inheritance  is  with  the 
faints  in  light  5  have  no  fellow  fhip  with  the  works 
of  darknefs.  Let  your  education  be  fuitaWe  to  youf 
birth,  your  condudl  anfwerable  to  your  elcpeAa* 
tions.  *  The  infirmities  and  difhonours^  to  which 
mortality  is,  and  muft  be  fubjeA^  need  not  difcom- 
pofe  and  afflict  you*  Be  not  difmayed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  pain  and  ficknefs ;  let  not  the  coffin^and 
the  fliroud  terrify  you.  For  though  "  all  ilefh  be 
as  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  of  man  as  the  £ower 
of  grafs  ;^  though  "  the  grafs  withereth,  the  flower 
fadeth,'*  kindly  admoni{hing  you  to  prepare  for  an 
autumn  and  a  winter,  when  the  fpring  of  youtlt 
and  the  fummer  of  manhood  (hall  be  pafied  and 
gone ;  yet  <*  the  Word  of  God  abideth  for  ever.** 
And  this  is  the  Word,  which  hath  been  <<  made 
€efh,  and  dwelt  among  us  -"  this  is  the  Word,  to 
which  yonr  nature  is  in  Chrift  united ;  ^'  thb  is  the 
WoRD>  which  by  the  Gofpel  is  preached  unto  you  j" 
>whofe  glory  there  difplayed,  «  as  the  glory  of  the 
•only  begotten  of  the  Father/^  you  may  now  be* 
hold ;  and  who,  by  his  <<  grace''  preceding,  and  his 
<♦  truth''  accompanying,  will  lead  you  to  glory,  the 
excellence  of  which,  enjoyment  only  can  enable, 
.you  to  comprehfndv 

•  Utile  cflfe  civitatibos,  elicit  Varro,  ut  fe  Tiri  fortes,  etiamfi 
falAim  fit,  Diis  g^enitos  efle'credant,  ut  eo  modo  humanus  animus 
velut  divinse  ftirpis  fiduciem  gereHf,  res  magnas  aggrcdiendas  prae« 
fumat  auiacins,  et  agat  vekementius.  Auguflia.  de  Civit.  Del. 
l^ib.  iii.  p.  49*     ^c  Lcland,  AdfanC  andJNcccfT.  o£  Rev,  u  x€:i. 
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THE  CASE  OF  THE  JEWS, 


John  i.  n. 

His  own  received  him  net. 

i  HAT  the  eternal  Son  of  Cod  fliould  condefcend, 
an  human  form,  to  vifit  his  people,  as  their  Saviour 
and  Redeemer,  is  an  event,  which  may  well  be  al- 
lowed to  excite  our  admiration.  But  bow  does  our 
aftonifliment  rife,  when  we  are  informed,  that  his 
people  refufed  to  receive  fo  gracious  a  vifitant? 

The  unbeliever,  who  is  continually  prying  into 
every  corner  of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  for  ar- 
guments to  countenance  him  in  his  unbelief,  feizes, 
we  may  be  fure,  with  avidity,  on  this  prominent 
and  marvellous  circumftancc,  and  labours  to  make 
his  ;idvantage  of  it ;  affc^ing  to  conclude,  that  the 
incredulity  of  the  Jew  can  only  be  accounted  for, 
by  fuppoling  a  deficiency  in  the  evidence  laid  be- 
fore him.  And  the  believer,  though  fatisfied  that 
the  miffion.of  Jefus  ftands  inconteftibly  proved, 
v/ill  yet  often  find  himfelf  perplexed,  when  he  re- 
fledleth,  how  ftrange  an  occurrence  it  is,  that  a 
people,  felc£^ed  from  all  others  to  be  the  peculium 
of  the  Moft  High  J  by  his  mighty  hand  and  ftretched 
out  arm  refcued  from  bondage  ;  conducted  through 
all  kinds  of  difHculties  and  dangers  \  at  length 
fettled  in  a  country  deftincd  for  their  habitation  ; 
aftd  there  coofiituted  the  depofitaries  and  guardi- 
ans 
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ans  of  the  divine  oracles  and  inftitutions  ^  that  this* 
people  fhould  reject  and  crucify  the  pcrfon  all  along, 
foretold,  as  we  fey,  by  thofe  oracles,  and  pointed- 
oat  by  thofe  inftitutions. 

The  truth  is,  that  in  all  the  annals  of  mankind,. 
and  in  the  whole  compafs  of  fpeculation,  we  meet: 
aot  with  a  fubjeft  of  lo  very  lingular  and^  extraor* 
dinary  a. nature,  as  that  now  before  us,  namely,  the 
cafe  of  the  Jews.     It  may  be  added,  that  there  is 
none,  on  every  account,  more  dcferving  the  deep^ 
and  attentive  eonfideration  of  Chriftiaas.     Let  us, 
therefore,  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  phaenomc-* 
Bon,  with  which  they  prefent  us.      Let  us  hear* 
their  plea,  and  examine  the  grounds  and  r^afons,^ 
on  which  it  is  founded. 

They  did  not,  becaufe  they  cotild  not,  deny  that^ 
the  Son  of .  Mary  wrought  miracles ;  miracles,^> 
though  differing  in  kind,  yet  equal,  in  number  and > 
magnitude,  to  thbfe  performed  by  their  own  great: 
lawgiver.  Why,  then,  believing  Mofes^  did  they^ 
not  believe  him  ?  What  was  it,  that  eoukl  occafion- 
their  infidelity?  That  which  occafions  k  at^ll  times,, 
and  in  all  places,,  when  proper  evidence  is  offered, 
and  rejected — ^The  adoption  of  certain  prejudices « 
and  prepofleilions,  as  firft  principles,  in  oppofitiont 
to  which  no  evidence  is  to  be  admitted.  Four 
points  were  by  them  taken  for  granted,  from  which* 
flowed  all  their  reafonings,  and  all  their  proceed-- 
ings. 

The  points  were  thefe : 
JFtr^,  That,  as  the  chofcn  feed  of  Abraham,. 

they,  had  an  exclufive  indefeafibk  right  to  ^ 

the  favours  of  heaven. 
Stcondlyy  That  the  law  of  Mofes,  on  account. 

of.  its  own  intriniic  efficacy,  and  without  a^ 

M  2  view^ 
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view  to  any  thing  farther,  was  ordained  foic 
perpetual  obfervance* 
Thirdly f  That  the  pofTeflion  of  their  city,  tem-v 
pie,  and  country,  in  peace,  wealth,  and  prof* 
perity,  was  the  end  of  the  promifes. 
Fourthly y  That  the  prophecies  warranted  them 
in  the  expeftation  of  a  Mcfliah,  who,  as  a^ 
temporal  prince,  ihould  fecure  them  in  fuch 
poffeffion,  by  fubduing  their  civil  enemies,, 
and  reigning  over  them,  in  Judea. 
If  thefe  things  were  fo,  they  had  much,  indeed, 
to  fay  for  themfelves.     But  let  us  fee,   whether 
there  be  not,  in  their  own  Scriptures,  evidence  fuf-^ 
iicient  to  fet  thefe  pofitions  aiide,  and  to  condemn 
,  thofe  men,  who,  upon  the  flrength  of  them,  rejec- 
ted and  crucified  Jcfus  of  Nazareth. 

Their ^;r^  portion  was,  that,  as  the  chofen  feed 
of  Abraham,  they  had  nn  excluiive  and  indefeaOble 
right  to  the  favours  of  heaven. 

For  thus,  in  reading  the  gofpel  hiftory,.we  find 
them  continually  priding  themfelves  in  their  defcent 
irom  Abraham;  as  if,  in  order  to  their  acceptance 
with  God,  nothing  were  required,  but  a  proof  of 
their  relation  to  that  patriarch ;  and  as  if,  while 
that  relation  fubfifted,  no  mifcondu6l  of  their  own 
could  occafion  them,  as  a  nation,  to  forfeit  fuch  ac* 
ceptance.  When  our  Lord  fpake  to  them  concern- 
ing that  liberty  wherewith  he  came  to  make  thcnx 
free,  they,  miftaking  fpiritual  for  civil  liberty,  con-» 
fidently  and  roundly  replied,  "  We  are  Abraham's 
feed,  and  were  never  in  bondage  to  any  man ;"  ^ 
unaccountably  forgetting,  as  it  fhould  feem,  what 
they  had  formerly  fuffered  in  Egypt  and  Babylon^ 
and  the  ftate  in  which  they  livedo  at  that  very  time,, 
under  the  Roman  power.     The  nxention  of  hea-. 

vcq's. 
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▼enV mercy  being  extended  to  the  Gentiles,  al-- 
ways   put   them   befide  themfelv^s.      Chrift  only; 
hinted  the  cafe  of  Elijah  healing  Naanian  the  Sy^. 
riarij  and  that  of  Elifha  being  fent  to  a  widow  of 
Sareptay*   leaving  the  application  to   themfclves.< 
They  underftood  him,  and  endeavoured  inftantly, 
to  deftroy  him.     St  Paul,  relating  the  ftory  of  his. 
converdon,  was  patiently  heard,   till  he  touched, 
upon  the  circumftance  of  his  miiRon  to  the  Gentiles,- 
"They  gave  him  audience  to  this  word,  and  then 
lifted  up  their  voices,  and  ftid,   Away  with  fuch  a, 
fellow  from  the  earth,   for  it  is  not  fit  that  he, 

fliouldlIve!"t 

Now  this  notion  was  taken  up,  in  dire£l  oppo-  - 

fixion  to  their  own  Scripture.. 

For  they  negledled  to  obferve,  what  it  was  very  ' 
obvious  for  any  one  to  obferve,  who  read  the  Scrip*, 
tures,  that  Abraham  himfelf  was  not  chofen  and, 
bleffed,  merely  as  Abraham  the  fon  of  Terah ;  but  : 
%s  a  fervant  of  .God,  tried  in  various- ways,  and,  in  ^ 
all,    foimd  faithful  and  obedient.     They  ftiould,  . 
therefore,  have  reflected,  that  his  defcendents,  of, 
courfe,  ftood  on  the  fame  foot,  and  would  not  be.  - 
accounted  the.  children  of  Abraham,  when  they; 
ceafed  to  do  the  works  of  Abraham.^ 

The  fame  leiTon  might  have  been  learned  from  -i 
that  part  of  the  facred  hiftory,  which  records  the. 
rejedlion  of  Ilhmael  the  eldeil  fon  of  Abraham ; . 
and  afterward,    of .  Efau.  the  firft  born  of  Ifaac 
Thefe  tranfaitions  evinced,   that   no  dependence.* 
could  be  placed  on  the  incident  of  being  the  feed  •£. 
Abraham ;  fince,  of  that  feed,  for  certain  reafons,,c 
fome  have  been  rejefted,  while  others^ere  accep-*  - 
te<J.     So  it  had  been  formerly ;  and  therefore,  in  » 
parallel  circumftances,  fo  it  might  be- again. 

M  3  Remarkable,, 

*  Luke  1?.  2f.        t  A0&  xziu  az.  -      |  Sec  John  Yiii.  39, >- 
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Remarkable,  to  this  purpofe,  was  the  caft  of 
their  anccftors,  who  came  out  of  Egypt.  A  pro- 
xnife  was  made,  that  they  fhould  enter  into  Canaan^ 
But  the  promife  was  afterwards  revoked,  becaufe  it 
was  conditional.  They  fell  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
others  fucceeded  to  the  inheritance.  And  why  did 
they  not  enter  into  reft  ?  For  the  fame  reafon 
which  keeps  the  Jews  out,  at  this  hour ;  becaufe  o£ 
their  unbelief,  and  hardncfs  of  heart. 

The  light  of  God's  countenance  was  frequently 
withdrawn  from  the  Ifraelites,  when  they  finned,^ 
and  again  reftored,  upon  their  repentance.  Other 
qualifications  were  therefore  requlfite,  without 
which,  it  little  availed  them  to  be  of  the  houfc  and 
lineage  of  Abraham.    ' 

It  fhould  have  been  recolle6led  by  the  Jews,  that 
the  grand  and  capital  promKe  made  to  Abraham 
was  not  limited,  to  his  natural  pofterity,  but,  on  the- 
contrary,  in  the  mod  exprcfs  terms  that  language 
could  afford,  extended  to  all  others.  It  was  the^ 
promife  of  the  Seed,  that  is,  the  MefHah,  in  whom, 
not  Ifrael  only  according  to  the  flefh,  but  "  all 

THE  NATIONS  OF  THE  EARTH-  fhould  be  blefTcd.*'  * 

And  for  this  reafon,  the  promife  was  made,  pre  vi- 
nous to  the  covenant  of  circumciiion,  under  which 
the  Jews  claimed.  In  the  flate  of  uncircumcilion 
*'  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto 
him  for  righteoufnefs ;"  plainly  becoming  thereby 
the  father  of  them  who  fhould  afterward  believe 
like  him,  though  not  circumcifed  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
the  father  of  the  Gentiles,  or  "  nations  of  the 
earth,"  one  day  to  be  bleiTed,"  in  the  promifed 
Seed,  or  Meffiah. 

The  Jews  trufled  in  Mofes.     Wherefore,  then, 
did  they  not  hear  Mofes,  and  attend  to  what  he 

had 

•  Gen.  xii.  3. 
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had  to  fay  to  them  ?    In  the  plaineft  words  he  had 
fold  them,  1 500  years  before,  what  at  length  appear- 
ed to  St  Peter,  who,  for  fome  time,  had  the  preju- 
dices of  a  Jew  about  hiin ;  that  **  God  did.  not  re- 
fpe<St  perfons  •,"*  He  had  told  them,  that  if  they- 
labelled  agaioft  their  God,  they  fhould  be  «  pu* 
nifhed,  ^ijlrangers  were  punifhed  ;  and  as  the  «^j-- 
thm^  fo  fhould  they  perifh^^'f    Nay,  he  had  clearly 
pred  idled,  that  the  days  would  come,  when  upon  their 
rejection  for  their  abominable  iniquities,  the  Gen- 
tiles ihould  be  taken  in  their  room,  to  **  provoke^ 
them  to  jealoufy." :];     Before  the  time  of  Mofes,. 
their  progenitor  Jacob  had  declared,  that  whenever- 
Shiloh  fhould  come,  "  the  nations  would  be  ga- 
thered to  him."||       How  very  bold  and   explicit 
Ifaiah  continually  is  upon  this  topic  of  light,  life,, 
and  falyation  to  be  manifefted,  through  Meffiah,  to* 
the  Gentiles,  is  well  known.     Malachi  was  the  laft. 
of  their  prophets.     He  lived  within  400  years  of 
the  appearance  of  Jefus,    What  a  prophecy  did  he 
leave  upon  the  fubje<Sl,  penned,  as  it  were,  with  a 
fun  beam — *^  I  have  no  pleafure  in  you,  faith  the- 
Lord  of  hofts,  neither  will  I  accept  an  offering  at 
your  hand :  for  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great 
among  the  Gentiles^  and  in  every  place  incenfe  fhall. 
be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering :  for 
my  name  fhall  be  great  among  the  H^atherty  faith, 
the  Lord  of  hofls.*'  § , 

Such  are  the  documents  and  the  warnings,  con- 
tained in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  feflament,  againfl 
the  firfl  tenet  of  the  Jews,  that,  as  the  chofen  feed 
of  Abraham,  they  had  an  exclufive  and  indcfeafible 

right 

^  Deut.  X.  17.  Sec  A£ls  x.  34.  f  Deut.  vii.  19,  ao* 

I  Deut.  xxxii.  ao,  ii.  {{  Gen.  xUx.  XQ*. 

§.Mai.  i.  I0»ii. 


l^a        THE  CASE  OF  THE  JEWSt 

right  to  the  favours  of  heaven.     Yet,  with  thefcr 
Script ures- in  their  handsi  in  their  heads,  in  thcir> 
mouths,  and  upon  their  phyladteries,  boafting.  and, 
glorying  upon  every  occaiion,  in  an  exadl-  and  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  them,  did  thofe  men,  after 
having  crucified  Jefus,  perfecute  his  apoftles  unto- 
t4ie  death,  from  city  to  city,  becaofe  the  Gentiles, 
were  invited  to  fhare  the  benefits  and  bleflings  of- 
the  Gofpel. — Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice !  Such 
the  illuiionof  fejflove ! 

Proceed  we  to   confider   their  fecond  pofition, , 
namelvj  that  the  law  of  Mofes,  on  account  of  its 
own  intrinfic  efficacy,  and  without  a  view  to  any. 
thing  farther,  was  ordained  for  perpetual  obfer- 
vance. 

'  It  was  by  no  means  fafe,  before  an  audience  of 
Jews,  to  hint,  though  ever  fo  remotely,  at  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  Mofaic  rites  confidered  in  therafclves 
to  procure  the  divine  favour  \  or  to.  inlinuate, . 
though  ever  fb  covertly,  the  termination  and  abo- 
lition of  that  fyfliem.  Some  of  the  **  blafphemous 
words,"  chaargcd  upon  the  protomartyr  St  Stephen,  , 
and  for  which  he  was  ftoned,  were  thefe;  «*  that 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  ihould  change  the  cuiioms,  or 
rites,  which  Mofes  delivered,"  *  In  their  ears,  this, 
was  the  worft  of  blafphemies.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  Stephen  had  ufed  fuch  an  expreifion ;  it  is- 
probable,  at . that  feafon,  he  was  more  guarded;, 
and,  they,  who  depofed  their  teftimony  againfl:  him,. 
arc  flyled,  <<  falfe  witnefTes."  By  urging  fome  pro- 
phecy, or  parallel,  from  the  Old  Tellamejit,  as  he* 
afterwards  urged  feveral  in  his  apology,  it  is  likely, 
be  had  intimated  as  much;  and  the  words  them-, 
ielves,  with  which  he  flands  charged,  contain  no- 
thing more  than  the  truths  fufficiently  attefled  by 

the  : 
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the  law  itfelf ;  which  all  along  carried  in  it  the 
mod  plenary  and  abundant  evidence  of  its  own  pre- 
fent  inefficacy,  and  future  diflblution  ;  as  they,  who- 
pi'ided  tbemfelves  in  the  ftudy  and  interpretation 
of  it,  ought  to  have  kno\Vn. 

For,  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  law — Let  us,  for 
a  moment,  fuppofe,  with  the  Jew,  that  the  legal 
ceremonies,  in  themfelves,  without  having  refpeft 
to  any  thing  above  and  beyond  them,  were  indeed 
cficiSlive  of  the  purpofcs,  for  which  they  were  faid 
to  be  deligned. — To  what  llrange  concluilons  fhaU- 
we  be  led  ?  We  mud  conclude,  that  the  death  af 
a  beaft  could  render  the  Deity  propitious  to  the  of-: 
ferer  ;  that  a  goat  could  carry  the  tranfgreffions  of 
a  congregation  into  the  wildernefs  5  that  the  blood 
of  bulls  could  atone  for  fin  j  that  water,  with  the 
afhes  of  a  red  heifer  infufed  in  it,  could  purge  a- 
way  the  pollutions  of  the  mind ;  and  the  like* 
But  againft  fuch  conclufions  common  fenfe  exclaims, 
aloud,  and  forces  us  to  draw  another,  and  the  on- 
ly juft  and  proper  inference,  namely,  that  fuch  rites 
derived  their  virtue  not  from  themfelves,  but  from, 
pcrfons  and  anions  reprcfented  by  them ;  that  they 
wer€  a  figure  for  the  time  being ;  a  fliadow  exhi-^ 
biti&g  to  the  faith  of  the  pious  and  tntelligent  to«^ 
tary  the  fhape  and  lineaments  of  a  fubftan.ce,  whicK 
did  not  appear.  This  muft  ever  be  the  cafe  of  ex- 
ternal ceremonies  in  religion ;  and  we  ourfelvcs 
fliould  be  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Jew, 
if  blindly  and  ignorantly  adhering  to  the  letter  of 
our  own  facraments,  exclufive  of  the  things  they 
fignify,  and  the  difpofitions  they  require,  we  ihould 
fuppofe  a  power  inherent  in  the  baptifmal  water, 
to  wafh  away  guilt,  and  in  the  euchariilic  elements, 
to  confer  pardon  and  peace* 

Again., 
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Again.     Be  pleafed  to  obferve  the  oppofite  cliar— 
rafter  given,  at  different  times,   of  the  fame  rites* 
One  while  it  is  faid,  that  they  were  highly  accep- 
table to  God  ;    that  he  was  delighted  with  the  fa- 
vour of  the  facrifices,  and  well  pleafed,  as  it  is  na-> 
turiil  to  fuppofe  he  fhould  be,  with  the  obfervance 
of  his  own  inftitations.     At  other  times,  we  hear- 
bim  declaring,  with  indignation,  that  his  foul  was 
weary  with  offerings,  and  hated  the  appointed  feafts; 
that  he  could  not  away  with  the  new  moons  and 
fabbaths  ^  that  incenfe  was  an  abomination  to  him ; 
and,  in  a  word,  that  he  would  not  eat  the  flefti  of 
bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats.     Now,  if  we 
take  the  law  and  its  rites  to  have  been  the  things 
really  and  ultimately  dcfigned,  as  in  thcmfcves  ex- 
cellent and  efficacious,    they  would  have  been  al- 
•  ways  plcafing  to  God,  like  duties  intrinfically  good 
and  virtuous,  of  which  we  never  hear  the  Almighty 
fpeaking,  as  he  doth  of  thefe  facri£ces  and  obla- 
tions.    But  if  the  legal  rites  were  figurative  j  if  they 
were  fymbolical  of  internal  difpofitions  and  aftions;. 
then,  would  they  ncceffarily  become  pleafing  and- 
difpleafing  to  God,  in  different  refpedt's  :  pleafing,. 
when  accompanied  by  fuch  internal  difpofitions  and- 
aftions;  when  disjoined  from  them,  and  reffed  in 
as  meritorious,  to  the  laft  degree  difplcafing,  hate- 
ful, and  abominable.     They  are  faid  to  have  been . 
both  the  one  and  the  other;  and  therefore,  were  moft 
indubitably  figurative.     To  any  confidering  perfon 
the  thing  fpeaks  itfelf.' 

But  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  did  not 
leave  a  truth  of  fuch  importance  to  be  inferred. 
They  have  exprefsly  declared  it. 

To  inftance  in  that  rite,  which  was  the  difcrimina- . 
ting  and  charafteriftic  mark  of  the  feed  of  Abraham, . 
circunKifipn,     Mofcs  himfelf  hath  affirmed  that  a 

fpirituali 
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^iritual  or  mental  circumciiion  was  intended  ;  and 
that  the  end  of  that  commandment  was  the  love  of 
God,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  faith  unfeigned. 
•«  Cirumcife  (fays  he)  the  forelkin  of  your  hearts 
and  be  no  more  ftiff  necked."*  And  again,  **  The 
Lord  thy  God  fhall  circumcife  thy  heart,  and  the 
heart  of  thy  feed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
^11  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  may- 
eft  live."f  When  a  Jew,  reading  tnis,  ftill  conti- 
nues to  think,  that  the  legal  rites  were  inftituted  for 
their  own  fake,  and  that  their  value  lies  in  the  opus 
operatuniy  is  the  veil  on  Mofes'  face,  or  on  his 
heart  ?  For  hath  not  Mofes  told  hiniy  in  terms  a^ 
plain  as  thofe  in  which  St  Paul  hath  told  us^  that 
He  is  not  a  Jew,  who  is  one  outwardly,  nor  is  that 
circumciiion,  which  is  outward  In  the  flefh  ;  but 
lie  is  a  Jew,  who  is  one  inwardly ;  and  circum- 
ciiion is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in 
the   letter  J   whofe   praife  is  not  of  men,  but  df 

GoArx 

Thus  with  regard  to  the  many*ablutions  enjoin*- 
-ed  and  pra6lifed  under  the  law — «  Wafli  ye,  make 
ye  clean,"  faith  God  to  his  people,  by  the  prophet 
Jfaiah.  So  far,  the  terms  are  legal,  and  may  be 
deemed  ambiguous :  but  by  what  immediately  fol- 
lows, their  meaning  is  explained  and  fixed  ;  "  Put 
•away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes^ 
ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well."|)  As  if  he  had 
faid,  what  avails  the  outward  and  vifible  fign,  with- 
out the  thing  fignified  by  it  ?  When  we  read  in  the 
li.  Pfalm,  *•  Purge  me  with  hyflop,  and  I  fhall  be 
clean ;  wafh  me,  and  I  fhall  be  whiter  than  fnow;"  j 
we  may  think  we  hear  the  voice  of  a  Jew.  -  But  let 
CIS  hear  him  again—"  Wafh  me  thoroughly  from 

mine 

*  Dcut.  X.  16.        t  Deut.  XXX.  6.        1  Rom.  n.  iilt. 
i  Ifai.  i.  s6, 17.  §  liai.  li.  7- 


t44         ^HE  CASE  OF  THE  JEW^, 

mine  iniquity,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin.     Hidb 
thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniqui- 
ties.    Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God ;  and  re- 
new a  right  fpirit  within  me.     Caft  me  not  away 
from  thy  prefence,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me.     Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falva- 
tion,  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit."*     What 
^an  a  Chrift^jn — What  can  the  devouteft  and  beft 
informed  Chriftian  in  the  like  unhappy  circumftan- 
ces,  fay  more,  than  thus  to  pray,  that  God  would 
by  his  mercy  pardon  the  guilt,  and  efface  the  flain 
of  fin,  and  renew  the  heart  and  foul  again  to  righte- 
oufnefs,  by  the  grace  and  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit } 
And  whoever  perufes  with  attention  the  writings 
of  the  prophets,  will  find,  that  it  is  always  one 
part  of  their  employment,  to  recall  the  Ifi-aelites 
from  the  dead  letter  to  the  living  fpirit  of  their  law  5 
to  prefs  upon  them  the  neceflity  of  fuing  for  the 
divine  favour  by  that  true  repentance,   and  that 
fledfafl:  faith  in  God's  promifes,  in  the  exercife  of 
Vrhich  it  was  the  defign  of  their  ritual  to  train  them. 
The  office  of  a  Chriftian  minifter,  mutatis  fjwtandif 
is,  in  this  particular,  the  fame ;  and  it  may  be  exe- 
cuted, with  the  utmoft  propriety,  in  the  very  fame 
language.      The  noble  and  afiefting  exhortatioit 
in  our  Commination  office  affords  a  ftrifcing  proof 
of  this  ;  where  the  prophetical  and  the  evangelical 
expreffions  are  finely  interwoven,  and,  like  the  co^ 
lours  in  a  good  pifturc,  moft  harmonioufly  melt 
into  each  other. 

To  fpeak  a  word  more,  touching  the  perpetuity 
of  the  law  of  Mofes.  The  Jew  argues  for  it,  frotn 
the  immutability  of  God.  But  it  is  no  more  a  re- 
flexion upon  the  divine  immutability,  that  the  law, 
iiaving  anfwered  -its  end,  ihould  be  aboliihed^  than 

it 

*  Pf.  ih  ft,  9,  Ct  feq. 
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it  is,  that  the  world  ihould  be  deftroyed,  after  the 
accompli ihaient  of  the  defign,  for  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. He,  who  gave  the  law,  foretold,  in  the  clear* 
eft  terms,  by  his  prophets,  that,  at  a  certain  period^ 
it  ihould  ceaie ;  that  he  would  make  a  new  covenant 
by  the  Mef&ah,  and  that  the  old  covenant  fhould  be 
difannulled  \*  that  the  old  things  fhoirld  pafs  away, 
and  be  forgotten ;  f  that  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
ihould  cor^e  no  more  to  niind;|  that  the  legal  facrifi* 
ces  ihould  c^e,  and  facrifices  of  a  purer  kind  be  efta^ 
Uifhed  in  their  room ;  ||  that  the  Aaronical  order  of  - 
priellhood  ihould  be  diOTolved,  and  the  order  of  Mel« 
chifedeck  be  introduced  by  the  Meffiah;  and  thatthis 
latter  prieilhood  ihould  be  an  ordinance  for  evo**  § 

From  thefe  coniiderations  it  appears,  that  the 
law;  in' its  nature,  was  iigurative  and  tranfitory,  be- 
ing a  difpenfation  interpofed  between  the  promiic 
and  its  accomplifliment.  Previous  to  the  law,  the 
Gofpel  was  preached  to  Abraham,  that  in  his  kcd, 
the  Meifiah,  all  nations  ihould  be  bleffed.  The 
fame  Gofpel,  at  the.  beginnings  had  been  preached 
to  Adam,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman,  or  the  Mei^ 
iiah,  Ihould  bruife  the  head,  that  is,  deilroy  the 
power  of  the  old  ferpent,  who  is  called  the  devil 
and  Satan,  who  deceived  our  iiril  parents,  and  dc- 
ceiveth  the  whole  world.  But  as  there  was  to  be 
€1  long  interval  between  the  promife  and  its  perfor- 
niance,  in  the  mean  time,  till  the  feed  (hould  come^ 
to  whom  the  promife  was  made,  the  law  took  men 
wnder  its  tuition,  prefcribed  to  them  their  duty, 
ihewed  them  their  guilt  and  their  pollution,  and 
pointed  out  the  means  of  pardon  and  fan(H:ification. 
When  the  promife  was  fulfilled,  and  the  feed  came, 
it  had  executed  its  office,  and  ceafed  of  cowrie. 

Vol.  I.  N  giving 

•  Jer  xxjci.  31.        f  Ifai.  xHii.  l8,  T9.         ^  Jcr.  iii.  16. 
8  Mai.  i.  10.        §  Pf.  ex.  4.     Sec  Pa8c i a t'j  Thoughts,  P.  187. 
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giving  place  to  him,  wliom  it  had  hitherto  prefi- 
gured and  predifted.  It  fpoke  by  the  mouth  of 
the  aged  atid  dying  Simeon,  when,  upon  embracing 
the  child  Jefus  in  the  temple,  he  exclaimed,  "  Lord, 
now  letteil  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  ac- 
cording to  thy  word  j  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy 
falvation,  which  thou  haft  prepared  before  the  face 
of  all  people ;  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and 
So  be  the  glory  of  thy  people  H'raei." 

The  third  point,  taken  for  granted  by  the  Jews 
in  our  Saviour's  time,  was,  that  the  poffeflioii  of 
their  city,  temple  and  country,  in  peace,  weahh, 
and  profperity,  was  the  end  of  the  promifes. 

But  their  own  Scriptures  niiiitate,  with  equal 
force,  againft  thb  notion  likcwife. 

For  here,  we  muft  recc^kft  again,  that  ihe  pro- 
liiifc,  emphatically  ib  filled,  wasouade,  in  AbVaham, 
to  "  all  the  nations  of  the  earih,"  who  could  not 
pofliiily  have  any  concern  in  ihe  blefiing  of  Canaan. 

We  muft  obfcrve,  that,  if  Canaan  were  indeed 
the  end  of  the  promife,  the  fathers  of  the  Jewifli 
people,  Abraham,  Itaac,  and  Jacob,  never  were, 
nor  could  hope  to  be  partaktrs  of  it.  They  fo- 
journed  in  the  land  of  Proiuife,  as  in  a  ftrange  land. 
Cod  gave  them  none  inheritance  in  it,  not  fo  much, 
as  to  iM  their  foot  on.  They  confeiTcd  themfelves 
to  be  llrangers  and  pilgrims,  travelling  towards  a 
country,  in  which  tht-y  might  fix  iheir  abode. 
Such  » hey  lived,  and  fuch  i hey  died.  Ihe  coun- 
try, I'-ierefore,  which  they  fought,  was  one  beyond 
the  grsv:. 

When  the  children  of  Abraham  were  fettled  in 
Canaan,  true  Jfraelites  underftood,  that  the  reft 
they  thtre  enjoyed  was  by  no  mea^s  the  real,  per- 
manent, final  Ti^fi,  proniiffd  and  intended.  In  the" 
xcv.  Pfdijn,  JJavid,  thuu^^h  king  of  Ifratl,  and  kat- 
ed 
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c<f  on  the  hill  of  Sion,  ftill  fpeaks  of  another  future 
refV,  warning  the  people  of  his  time,  that  they  fell 
not  fliort  of  it,  as  their  anceftors,  who  came  out  of 
Egypt,  fell  ihort  of  Canaan,  through  unbelief  and 
diibbedience.  If  Joihua  had  given  them  the  true 
Ehal  reft,  David  fo  long  afterward  could  not  have 
fpoken  of  another  day  of  trial,  and  another  reft  re« 
ferved  in  ftore  for  the  faithful.  For  this  reafon  it 
is,  that  the  fame  Davids  in  that  fublime  and  devout 
zQl  of  praife  and  thankfgiviog  uttered  juft  before^ 
his  death,  recognizing  the  mercies  of  God  to  Ifiraei 
in  the  land  of  Promife,  yet  makes  the  very  confsf- 
fion  which  the  ancient  patriarchs  had  made^  whea 
they  had  none  inheritance  in  that  land.  <<  We  arc 
ftrangers  before  thee>  our  God,  and  fojoumers,  as 
were  all  our  fathers :  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as 
a  fhadow,  and  there  is  none  abiding.''  * 

If,  therefore,  the  land  of  Canaan  were  not  the 
true  and  final  feat  of  reft,  peace  and  felicity  for  the 
people  of  God,  we  muft  conclude  concerning  that>. 
ts*we  did  above  concerning  the  law,  that  it  termir 
nated  not  in  itfelf,  jior  was  given  for  its  own  fake>. 
but  was  alfo,  in  its  kind,  a  figure^  for  the  time  theO' 
prefent}  af  a  glorious  and  permanent  poflei&on  in 
a  better  wor^d,  where  all  thofe,  who  live  and  die: 
in  the  Lord,  fliall  indeed  reft  from  their  labours^ 
The  Jews  had  fufficicnt  grounds,  from  their  own 
Scriptures,  to  confider  it  as  fuch.  They  fhould 
have  confidered  it  as  fuch  ^  and  they  (]>ould  have 
carried  on  their  thoughts'  to  the  reft  and  the  inhe<" 
ritance  of  the  (iiints  in  light,  whither  their  fathers 
weregone  before  them  through  faith  in  the  promtfed 
feed,  the  Mefliah,  whofe  o^ce  it  was,  like  anotheir 
Joihua,  by  vanquifliing  the  adverfe  powers,  to  open 
the  kingdom  of  heaven^  that  true  land  of  Jfromife 
to  all  believers. 

^•i.GlicDB.j«U.  li.  N  z.  The: 
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TYxt  fourth  po&ion  maintained  by  the  Jews  war, 
that  the  prophecies  warranted  them  in  the  expe^a.- 
tion  of  9  Meffiah,  who^  as  a  temporal  prince,  ihould 
fecure  them  in  their  poflefiions,  by  fubduing  their 
civil  enemies,  and  reigning  over  them  in  Judea. 
-  The  feme  prejudice  which  operated  with  regard 
to  the  family  of  Abraham,  the  law  of  Mofes,  and 
the  land  of  Promife,  operated  likewife  with  regard 
to  the  Mefiiah.  This  was  but  a  natural  and  necef- 
fary  confequence.  For  if  they  had  £xed  their 
tlioughts  on  their  national  privileges,  their  ceremo- 
nies, and  the  inheritance  of  Canaan,  the  Mefliah 
by  them  defired  mult  needs  be  one,  who  would  de- 
fend and  preferve  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  thofe 
privileges,  thofe  ceremonies,  and  that  inheritance. 
Accordingly,  the  notion  current  among  the  Jews, 
when  our  Lord  was  upon  earth,  and  which,  we 
find,  ftuck  fail  to  his  difciples  even  after  his  refur- 
reftioii,  was,  that  Meiliah,  when  he  came,  fhould 
**  reftore  again  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael."  *  And  the 
grand  argument  infifted  on  in  the  Talmud,  and  by 
the  Rabbins,  is,  that  he  did  not  fubdue  the  nations 
by  the  force  and  terror  of  his  arms.  He  overcame 
not  the  Gentiles,  fay  they,  with  martial  power;  ho 
loaded  us  not  with  their  fpoils  5  he  neither  enlarged 
our  dominion,  nor  incrcafcd  our  power,  f 

Now  the  Scriptures  do  undoubtedly  defcribe 
Meffiah,  as  one,  who  fliould  deli\er  his  people 
from  their  enemies,  and  reign  over  them  in  glori- 
ous majefty.  1  he  Jews  cor.ltrued  thofe  pafiages  of 
a  temporal  deliverance  from  the  Roman  yoke,  and 
a  temporal  reigp  in  Faieitine.  But  did  they  con- 
ftiue  them  aright  f  Do  not  the  fame  bcriptures  un- 
fold the  deiign  of  his  coming,  and^  the  procels  of 
the  redemption  by  him,  in  the  fuUeft  and  moft  par- 
ticular 

•  Aftsi.  6.  t  Sec  Pajsjcual.  P.  19Q.  . 
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rfcul^ir  manner  ?  Surely  they  do.     How  many  paf- 
fages  ate  there,  always  allowed  by  the  ancicst,  and 
not  now  denied,  by  the  modern  Jews,  to  belong, 
to  MefBah,  which  defcribc  him  as  poor,  lowly,  dc- 
fpifed,  afflii^ed,  oppreffed,  dying,  dead?    Would 
you  now  compofe  a  man's  character,  without  ac- 
counting for  the  contrarieties  in  it?  Can  yoa  be 
faid  to  have  com^ofed  that  of  the  MeiSah,  while: 
yoa  Idave  out  one  half,  of  it  ?'  Are  you  not  bound 
to  find  a  perfon,  in  whom  all  the  fcemingly  con- 
tradictory particulars  are  reconciled  ?     They  are 
eadly,  they  are  completely  reconciiefl  in  the  perforx 
of  Jefus^  as  fet  forth,  by  us  Chriftians,  in  his  two-*- 
fbld  nature,  as  God  and  man.     They  never  wcre>, 
they  never  will,  they  never  can  be  reconciled  iii 
any  other:  and  the  Jews,  by  their  modern  fi^Hont* 
of  two  different  Mefliahs,  to  anfwer  the  purpofe^, 
have  at  once  juftifiedus,  and  given  fentence  againft. 
themfelves. 

Bui!  that  the^forc^  of  the  prophetfcal  teftimony- 
in  favour  of  the  Meffiahfhip  of  Jefus  may  appear  at 
one  view,  permit  me,  in  a  concife  and  fummary- 
way,  to  recall  the  feveral  particulars  of  it  to  your 
remembrance,  as' I  find  them  collcfted  by  a  very/ 
learned  and  eminent  writer. 

The  prophets  fpeak  of  a  new  and  fecond  cove- 
nant,   which  God  would  make  with  his  people:: 
they  mention,  not  once,  onwice,  but  very  often,, 
the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  from  fuperftition  and. 
idolatry,  to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God :  theyc 
^cak  of  four  fuccef^ve  empires,  the-laft  of  whica> 
was  the  Roman  empire;  and  under«  this  laft  em- 
pire, they  fay,  that  a  new  and  everlafting  kingdom 
fhould  be  eftablilhed,  by  one,  to  whom  God  fhould. 
give  abfolute  power  and  dominion*     A  great  per- 
fea  was  to  come^  who  fhould  be  Tmmanuel^  or  God 

N  a.  with: 
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with  us,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  man,,  the 
feed  of  Abraham  and  of  David  ;  born  of  a  virgin,, 
poor  and  obfcure,  and  yet  one  ivhom  David  calls 
his  Lord  ^  the  Lord  to  whom  the  temple  belonged^ 
the  mighty  God,  a  great  king,  an  everlafting  prieft> 
though  not  of  the  tribe  of  Levi;  born  at  Bethle- 
hem^ a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  but  greater  than 
Mofes  ;  a  prophet,  who  (hall  preach  to. the  poor 
and  meek,  and  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  comfort  the  mourners,  and  heal  the  broken 
hearted ;  who  ihould  proclaim  his  Gofpel^  £r{l  and 
principally,  in  the  land  of  2ebulon  and  Naphtali,. 
in  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles;  who  ftiould  have  a  fore* 
runner  in  the  ipirit  of  Elias,  crying  in  the  wildtr- 
nefs.  Prepare  ye  the  way  ol  the  Lord ;  who  ihould 
inftru^^  in  a  mild  and  peaceable  manner,  without 
wrath  and  contention,  before  the  deiiru«5lion  of  the 
temple,  in  which  temple  he  fbould  be  feen  and 
heard ;  who  fhonld  enter  Jerufalem  meek  and  hum- 
ble, and  riding  on  an  afs ;  who  fliould  work  mira- 
cles more  than  Mofes  and  all  the  'prophets,  and 
miracles  of  the  rnerciful  and  beneficent  kind,  open. 
the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  and 
make  the  dumb  to  praife  God,  and  the  lame  to 
leap  as  an  hart ;  who,  notwithftanding  all  his  pow- 
er and  goodnefs,  fhould  be  rejected  by  the  greater- 
part  of  the  nation,  to  whom  he  fhould  be  a  {tum- 
bling block ;  who  Ihould  be  defpifed  and  afHifted^ 
a  man  of  forrow,^  and  cut  off  from  the  land  ©f  the 
living ;  who  fhould  have  enemies  numerous,  pow- 
erful, crafty,  and  wicked ;  who  fhojuld  be  accufed 
by  falfe  witneiTes,  betrayed  by  an  intimate  and  par- 
ticular friend,  fold  for  thirty  pieces  of,filver,  and 
the  money  given  for  a  potter's  field,,  when  it  had 
been  flung  away  by  the  traitor,  who  fhould  not 
live  long  after  his  crime^  and  whofe  oiSice  fhould 

be 
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be  filled  up  by  another :  that  the  enemies  of  this 
blcffed  perfon  fhould  vfe  him  contumelioufly,buf- 
£et  him,  and  fpit  upon  liim,  while  he  fliould  be  led 
like  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  not  opening  his  mouth,, 
but  to  intercede  for  the  tranfgreflbrs ;  that  his  e- 
nemies  fhould  flrip  him  of  his  raiment,  divide  it 
among  themfelves,  and  caft  lots  upon  it,  furround 
him,  pierce  his  hands  and  his  feet,  mock  him,  and 
llnake  their  heads  at  him,  give  him.  gall  to  eat,  and- 
vinegar  to  drink  \  that  he  Ihould  be  reduced  to  fo 
weak  and  langulfliing  a  condition,  that  his  bones 
might  all  be  counted,  his  heart  Ihould  melt  within 
h-im,  and  his  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his 
mouth  y  that  he  Ihould  be  brought  to  the  duft  of 
death  ;  that  he  fhould  be  pierced,  and  yet  not  one 
of  his  bones  be  broken ;  that  he  fhould  be  laid  in 
the  fepulchre  of  a  rick  and  honourable  man,  none 
of  his  eneiiues  hindering  it ;  tliat  he  fhould  rife  a» 
gain,  before  he  had  feen  corruption,,  ajid  fubdue 
his  enemies,  and  afcend  into  heaven,  and  fit  at 
God's  right  hand,  and  be  crowned  with  honour 
and  glory,  and  fee  his  feed,  and  profper,.  and  juf^ 
tify  many,  and  be  adored  by  kings  and  princes  v. 
that  then  Jerufalem  Ihould  be  made  defolate,  and 
the  Jews  difperfed  in  all  lands,  and,  the  Gentiks. 
fhould  be  converted,  and  flow  into  the  church,* 

In  the  application  of  a  fingle  prophecy,  efpecially 
if  it  be  a  figurative  one,  interefl  and  ingenuity  may, 
raife  many  doubts  and  difficulties  j  but  againfl  the  ac-« 
cumulated  weight  of  evidence,  *«^'  owt^^o^nv  en  v^t^Sou* 
afforded  by  fo  many  plain  literal  predi£lions,  all 
pointing  to  one  perfon,  all  punftually  and  exaftly 
fulfilled  in  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  in  him  alone,  no  to- 
lerably plaufible  objection  can  ever  be  made.  Let 
candour  and  integrity,  reafon  and  common  fenfe 

*  be 
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be  judges  in  the  caufej  and  they  muft  determine — 
they  have  already  determined  by  the  virtuous  Na* 
thanael— »'^  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God^  thoa 
art  the  king  of  Ilrael.** 

Such,  then,  is  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  fuch  the  e- 
vidence  they  rcje£led,  and  fuch  the  caufe  of  the 
KJeAing  it.  Having  fixed  their  eyes  and  their 
hopes  upon  the  ihadow,  they  fct  at  nought  the  fub- 
fiance,,  though  appearing  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  deicribed  by  their  own  prophets.  Having- 
KJefted  their  God,  they  have  been  rejefted  by  him ; 
and  the  fatal  errors,  which  occafioned  their  infide- 
lity, have  received  a  final  and  tremendous  refuta- 
tion, by  the  divine  judgments  infli£led  upon  them. 

To  demonftrate,  that,,  as  the  feed  ©f  Abraham, 
they  had  no  exclufive  and  indcfeafible  right  to  the 
favours  of  heaven,  thofe  favours  have  been  with- 
drawn from  them,  and  conferred  on  the  Gentiles.- 

To  fhew,  that  the  law  of  Mofes  was  not  in  itfelf 
efHcacious,  or  defigned  to  be  perpetual,  they  are 
put  under  an  abfolutc  incapacity  of  obferving  it 
any  more.      They  have  no   altar,    no  pried,    no> 
temple. 

To  reprove  the  fond  notion,  that  Canaan^was 
the  end  of  the  promifes,  they  have  been  driven  out 
of  it,  and  forbidden  to  approach  it.  In  a  ftate  of 
utter  defolation,  it  has  paffed  iucceffively  into  the. 
hands  of  their  enemies  of  every  denomination,  and. 
never  reverted  to  them. 

To  eradicate  the  ideas  of  a  temporal  Meffiah,  and 
dominion  over  the  nations,  after  beholding  tht 
fceptre  departed  from  Judah,  after  having  been  de- 
ceived by  a  multitude  of  impoftors,  they  continue 
to  this  hour,  at  the  end  of  1700  years,  fugitives 
and  vagabonds  upon  the  earth. 

And. 
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And  now  let  us  be  permitted,  in  our  turn,  to 
addrefs  an  argument  to  the  deift,  upon  this  topic. 
You  demand  ocular  proof  of  prophecy  accomplifhed. 
It  is  before  you,  in  an  inllance  without  a  paralleL 
It  was  repeatedly  foretold,  both  m  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament,  that,  for  the  rejection  and  mur- 
der of  their  Meffiahi  the  Jews  fliould  be  difperfed 
into  all  countries  •,  yet  tvtiat  they  (hould  not  be 
fwallowed  up  and  loft  among  their  conquerors,  but 
fhould  {till  fub{il>,to  lateft  times,  a  diftindt  people. 
By  Jeremiah,  God  declared  he  would  make  an  end 
of  the  nations  their  oppreflbrs,  but  he  would  not 
make  an  end  of  them.*  You  will  not  fay,  this 
prediftion  was  written  iince  the  event  •,  and  certain- 
ly, an  occurrence  more  fingular,  or  improbable, 
could  not  have  been  predicted.  In  the  courfe  of  hu- 
man affairs,  who  hath  heard  fuc  h  a  thing ;  who  hath 
feen  fuch  a  thing  ?  Yet,  fo  it  is.  The  mighty  mo- 
narchies of  AiFyria,  Perfia,  Greece,  and  Rome, 
are  vanifhed,  like  the  Hiadows  of  the  evening,  or 
the  phantoms  of  the  night.  Their  places  know 
them  no  more.  Nothing  remains  of  them,  but 
their  names  :  while  this  little  contemptible  people^ 
as  you  arc  wont  to  ftyle  the  Jews,  ftrangely  fecure,' 
without  a  friend  or  proteftor,  amidft  the  wreck  of 
empires  ;  oppreffed,  perfecuted,  harraffed  always, 
by  edidls  and  executioners,  by  murders  and  maf- 
i'acres,  hath  outlived  the  very  ruins  of  them  all> 
Except  you  fee  iigns  and  wonders,  you  will  not  be- 
lieve. Behold  then  a  lign  and  a  wonder,  the  ac- 
complifh merit  of  prophecy  in  a  ftandlng  miracle  j 
the  bujij  of  Mofes  furrounded  by  dames,  ever  bur- 
ning, and  never  confumed  !  Contemplate  the  fight^ 
as  it  defefves ;  and  be  not  faithlefs,  but  believing^ 

for 
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for  this  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  therefore  fo  inai> 
vclous  in  our  eyes. 

That  the  Gofpcl,  when  flighted  by  the  Jews, 
might  not  be  without  its  fruit,  and  that  God  might 
have  3  church  and  people  to  lupply  their  place,  the 
Apoftles  turned  to  the  Gentiles  j  i'o  that  tkeir  fall  be- 
came  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  good  was  brought 
out  of  evil.  Let  the  warning,  given  us  by  our  own 
Apoftle,  be  ever  founding  in  our  cars,  though 
when  we  confider  the  ftate  of  religion  among  us,  it 
may  perhaps  make  them  tingle.  '<  Becaufe  of  un- 
belief they  were  broken  off,  and  thou  ftandeft  by 
faith.  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear ;  for  if  God 
fpared  not  the  natural  hranchesj  take  heed  left  he 
aifo  fparc  not  thee."  * 

•  The  caufe  of  Jewifh  infidelity  was  an  hatred  of 
the  power  of  godlinefs^  concealed  under  the  cloke 
of  zeal  for  its  form,  and  occaiioned  by  a  love  of 
wealth,  power,  and  parade,  a  notioa  of  privilege^ 
pre-eminence,  and  indefedlbility.  And  is  it  not 
aftonifhing,  that,  with  fuch  an  example  before  her 
eyes,  the  church  of  Rome  fhould  be  purfuing  the 
iame  courfej  and  fplitttng  upon  the  fame  rock? 
l^et  us  be  thankful,  that  we  are  come  out  of  her  ; 
and  let  us  guard  againft  the  fliadow  of  her  crime, 
by  conflantly  bearing  in  mind,  that  the  promifes 
are  fpiritual,  and  that  they  are  conditional  5  that 
if  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  vouchfafed  us, 
be  abufed,  God  can  remove  it ;  that,  like  the 
bright  ruler  of  the  day,  it  may  proceed  weft  ward, 
and  leave  us  in  darknefs ;  that  he  who  converted 
Britons  and  Saxons,  can  call  the  tribes  of  America 
to  the  faith,  and  «  of  thofe  ftones  raife  up  childreor 
uoto  Abraham." 

To, 
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To  Toncludc — When  wc  fee  the  Jews,  for  fo 

^eat  a  length  of  time,  preferved  under  calamities, 

which  would  have  been  long  iince  the  ruin  of  any 

other  people,  our  regard  and  attemion  ought  to  be 

ftrongly  excited  towards  them.     Extraordinary  vn$ 

their  beginning,  and  their  progrefs :  more  extraor- 

dinary,  perhaps,  will  be  their  end  :  for  if  they  a«> 

bide  not  ftill  in  unbelief,  they,  as  the  natural  bran* 

ches,  may  furely  be  grafted  in  again :  and  there  can 

te  little  doubt,  but  that  fuch  an  event  mil  take 

place.    It  is  faid,  they  are  difpcrfed,  «  till  the  timesr 

oi  the   Gentiles   (hall   be  fuUfilled}*'*   and  that 

**  blindefs  in  part  is  happened  to  Ifrael,  until  the 

fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in."  f    It  feems  e- 

vidently  to  be  implied,  that  at  the  period  mentioned, 

whenever  it  (hall  come,  their  difperfion  will  ccafe, 

and  their  blindnefs  be  removed.     Glorious  things 

are  fpoken  of  them  by  their  own  prophets,  which 

do  not  feem,  as  yet,  to  have  received  their  full  and 

proper  accomplifhment.     When  the  Gentiles  had 

revolted  from  the  true  religion,  revealed  after  the 

fall,  the  church  fubfif^ed,  for  two  thoufand  years, 

in  the  family  of  Abraham.     Since  the  apoflacy  of, 

the  Jews,  it  hath  fubfifted  nearly  the  fame  fpace 

of  time  among  the  Gentiles.     And  what  faith  St 

Paul  ?  «  As  ye  in  times  paft  have  not  believed  God, 

yet  have  now  obtained  mercy  through  their  un* 

belief  5  even  fo  have  thcfe  alfo  now  not  believed, 

that  through  your  mercy  they  alfo  may  obtain  mer- 

<y.**  ♦     The  very  mercy  (hewn  to  the  Gentiles  is 

to  be  a  means  of  bringing  the  Jews  to  the  faith: 

and  perhaps,  we  can  no  where  meet  with  an  in«- 

ftance  of  a  more  popular  and  affectionate  turn, 

than  that,  by  which  St  Paul  feems  to  £nd  a  rea*> 

fon  for  his  zeal  to  convert  the  Gentiles,   in  his 

love 

^  Luke  zxt.  14.        ^  Rom.  %u  %$»       t  Kom,  xi.  30,  31. 
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love  to  his  own  countrymen  the  Jews,  that  he 
may  thereby  provoke  them  to  emulation.  Let  us 
fecond  his  endeavours  to  eflFedt  this,  by  our  love 
and  our  good  works:  let  us,  in  our  lives  and 
converfations,  (hew  them  a  religion,  whofe  attrac- 
tive excellence  may  invite  and  compel  them  to 
embrace  it.  Nor  let  us  omit  to  obferve,  that,  a$ 
Gentiles,  while  we  labour  to  promote  their  intereft, 
we  likewife  (hall,  by  fb  doing,  promote  our  own* 
So  iignal  an  event,  as  the  converfion  of  the  Jews^ 
cannot  but  operate  again  on  the  lukewarm  and  de* 
generate  nations,  as  well  as  on  thofe  that  are  flill 
unconverted,  to  the  produAion  of  a  more  plentiful 
and  joyful  harveft,  than  has  yet  perhaps  been  feen. 
"  For  if  the  fall  of  them  were  the  riches  of  the 
world,  and  the  dimini(hing  of  them  the  riches  of 
the  Gentiles;  how  much  more  their  fulnefs?  If 
the  cafting  away  of  them  were  the  reconciling  of 
the  world,  what  ftiall  the  receiving  of  them  be, 
but  life  from  the  dead  ?"  *  The  refurre^lion  of 
Chriftianity,  in  all  the  fplendor  of  truth,  and  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  !— Nor  let  us  be  ftaggered  by  the 
contrary  appearances  of  things  in  the  world.  1  hefe 
cannot  be  more  contrary,  at  the  converfion  of  the 
Jews,  than  they  were,  at  the  converfion  of  the 
Gentiles.  From  the  Jewifh  church,  when,  in  its 
loweft  and  moft  unpromifing  ftate,  went  forth  thofe, 
who  brought  the  nations  to  the  faith ;  from  the 
Gentile  church,  when  in  a  condition  equally  low 
and  unpromifing,  may  go  forth  thofe,  who  Ihall 
caufe  Ifrael  to  return  to  it— Blefled  times !  Delight- 
ful profpeA? — We  fee  it,  but  not  now)  we  behold 
it,  but,  perhaps,  not  near.  We  live,  and  probably^ 
like  the  ancient  pati  iarchs,  we  may  die,  not  having 
received  the  promifes.      But  a  generation  to  be 

bora 
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'born  fliall  receive  them)  atid  (hall  praife  the  Lord, 
who  thus,  at  difierent  periods,  «  hath  fliut  up  all 
4n  unbelief,  that  he  may^  finally  <<  have  mercy  upon 
all." — ^Happy  in  the  mean  feafon,  ihall  we  be,  if, 
while  we  are  preparing  burfelves,  we  may,  in  any 
the  leaft  degree,  by  our  prayers  and  our  endeavours, 
t:ontribute  towards  the  preparation  of  our  elder 
brethren,  the  once  beloved  and  highly  favoured 
feed  of  Abraham,  for  the  approach  of  that  awful 
and  important  day,  when  their  and  om*  Meffiah, 
who,  as  iat  this  time,  came  in  humility,  to  abafe  the 
proud,  ihall  return  in  glory,  to  exalt  the  fatiAble^ 

Vol.  I  O 
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THE  BELOVED  DISCIPLE. 


John  xxi.'  7. 
^That  Difciplt  lobotn  Jtfus  laved. 

> 

JNo  writings  are  better  calculated  to  improve 
mankind)  than  thofe  which  relate  the  hiftory  of 
the  lives  of  fuch  perfons,  as  have  been  fa^nousy  in 
their  generations,  for  wifdom  and  virtue.  We  are 
apt  to  be  terrified  by  the  ftri£tnefs  and  feverity  of 
holinefs,  while  it  meets  us  only  in  precept  j  but 
when  we  behold  it  realized  in  the  example  of  one, 
made  of  the  fame  flefli  and  blood,  living  in  the 
fame  world,  and  expofed  to  the  fame  temptations 
with  ourfclves,  we  are  fired  at  the  fight,  with  a 
noble  emulation,  and  are  afhamed  of  any  longer 
fancying  ourfelves  not  able  to  do  what  io  many 
others  have  done  before  us.  St  Auguftine,  in  his 
Confeflions,  defcribing  the  conflifts  he  endured 
with  temptation  in  his  younger  years,  tells  us,  how 
greatly  he  was  ftrengthened,  and  animated  to  the 
fight,  by  imagining  he  faw  virtue  .ftanding,  in  a 
vifible  form,  before  his  eyes,  and  pointing  to  the 
noble  company  of  thofe  who  had  been  conlpicuous 
examples  of  purity ;  with  which  confideration  flxe 
gently  reproached  him  in  thefe  words  ■  <<  Why 
-canft  not  thou  do  what  thefe  have  done  ?"  From 
the  fair  light  of  one  good  example,  innumerable 
others  may  catch  the  heavenly  flame,  until  the 
whole  church  becoflae  iUucainated  <in4  adorned 
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V^h  bright  and  fhining  pattarns  of  evtry  thing; 
that  is  lovely  and  praife  worthy. 

Biography  hath  alfo  another  advantage,  namely 
that  it  is  furc  to  enUrtainj  becaufe  it  gratifies  that 
natural  curiofity  men  have  to  be  acquainted  with; 
the  hiftory  of  others ;  which  curioiity  is  then  direc- 
ted to  its  proper  end,  when  it  incites  us  to  make 
th^  wifdoai  and  experienc^e  of  part  ages  our  own,, 
in  order  to  become  proficients  in  the  myftery  oF 
godlinefs,  and  to  praetife  every  art  of  virtuous  living. 

But  what  chiefly  recommends  thi»kind  of  writing, 
to  Chriftians  is,  the  iife  made  of  it  in  the  holy 
Scriptures,  which  are,  for  the  moft  part,  hifiorkal^ 
the  wifdom  of  God  having  thought  it  better  to  fet: 
before  us  the  duties  of  our  calling,  as  they  prefent- 
themfelves  in  the  life  of  Chrift  and  thofc  of  his 
(aims,  than  to  give  us  any  regi;ilar  and  exact  fyftem* 
of  them.     The  church,  by  the  appointment  of  her' 
feftivals,  hath  contrived  to  turn  our  thoughts  from- 
time  to  time  upon  thefc  lives,  that  fo,  negleA  and 
forgetfulnefs  may  not  deprive  us  of  the  many  bene-p- 
£ts  refulting  from  a  due  contemplation  of  them. 

The  faint  of  this  day  is  John  the  Apoftle  and' 
Evangelift.  And  where  will  heraldry,  among  all^ 
her  boafted  titles  of  honour,  find  one  that  can 
ftand  in  competition  with  that  which  was  confer* 
red  upon  him  5 — **  The  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved  !"* 
Beloved  of  Him,  who  was  himfclf  the  beloved  of 
his  Father !  Could  we  fuppofe  a  prince  to  reign 
univerfal  monarch  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world,  the  fble  fountain  of  every  kind  of  earthly 
honour  to  every  individual  man  under  the  whole 
heavens,  how  gladly,  at  the  hour  of  death,  would 
he  refign  all,  to  be  the  beloved  difciple  of  fiich  a^ 
Mailer?  And  if  nothing  be  efteemed  too  high  » 
]jrice  for.  the  favour  of  an  earthly  fovere^n^  a  msm,  < 

O  %^  vhoiec 
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whole  breath  is  in  his  noftrils,  what  fhall  we  not 
gire  to  obtain  the  love  of  him  who  abideth  for  ever, 
and  will  make  us  partakers  of  his  own  immortality  ? 
"We  are  all  the  difciples  of  Chrid^  and  candidates 
for  his  favour.  Let  us,  therefore,  take  a  view  of 
the  life  and  charaAer  of  the  perfon  who  enjoyed  Co 

large  a  ihare  of  it,  as  to  be  filled  eminently 

**  that  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved  \'  fince  to  be  like 
him,  i^  the  way  to  be  loved  of  our  Maftcr  as  he  was. 
St  John  was  the  fon  of  Zebedee  and  Salome; 
the  fame  Salome  whofe  pious  care  had  provided 
fpices  to  embalm  the  body  of  our  Lord,  when 
Mary  Magdalen  and  Ihe,  coming  early  to  the  fcpul- 
cbre,  found  him  rifen  from  the  dead.  The  place 
of  his  birth  was  one  of  the  fea  towus  in  Galileey 
probably  cither  Bethfaida,  or  Capernaum,  where, 
with  his  father  Zebedee,  and  his  elder  brother 
James,  afterwards  diftinguiihed  from  another  of 
that  name,  by  the  title  pf  St  James  tie  Great ;  he 
followed  the  fifbing  trade.  If  outh  is  no  obftacle 
in  the-way:of  obtaining  the  favour  of  Chrift.  The 
difciple  vrhom  he  loved  was  the  youngefl  of  all  th< 
Apoflles.  And  certain  it  is,  that,  religion  never 
appears  to  greater  advantage,  than  in  the  perfons 
of  thofc  who  "  remejtiber  iheir  Creator  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,"  and  are  admitted  early  into  the 
number  of  the  difciples  of  the  holy  Jelus.  It  is 
then  like  a  diamond  let  in  gold.  There  is  fome- 
thing  more  noble  in  renouncing  the  world  for  the 
love  oif  Chrift,  when  the  reliih  for  fenfible  enjoy* 
ments  is  at  the  higheft,  than  there  can  be  in  doing 
It  when  the  evil  days  come,  in  which  there  is  no 
farther  pleafure  or  fatisfaftion  to  be  had  in  earthly 
things.  He  furely  is  not  fo  likely  to  accomplilh 
his  journey,  who  begins  it  when  the  i'un  is  going 
dowpj  as  he  is„  who  ftis  out  at  the  hour  of  its 

rifing. 
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rifing^     Youth,  like  the  mornibg»  is  the  proper" 
ifeafoQ  for  every  talk  that  requires  time  and  pains. 
Then  all  the  powers  of  body  and  foul  are  frefh  and 
vigorous,  as  thofe  of  one  awaked  from  a  found  and 
kindly  fleep.     Then  i*  the  golden  opportunity,  thc' 
fwcet  hour  of  prime,   and  the  day  is  before  uf. 
**  The  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.     I 
have  written  unto  you,  young  men  (faith  John 
himfelf,)  becanfe  ye  arc  ftrong,  and  the  word  of " 
God  abideth  in  you^  and  ye  have  overcome  the 
wicked  one."  *     Rejoice  then,  O  young  man,  in-. 
thy  youth,  not  becaufe  thou  art  not  able  to  riot  in' 
excefs*  and  wantonness  as  the  heathen  who  knew 
not  God,  but  becaufe  thou  haft  it  in  thy  power  tcr 
become,  lilce  the  youthful  John,  the  beloved  of  thy/ 
Mafter,  who  Teeketh  fuch  to  worihiphim. 

Nor  let  him  of  low  degree  negleft  to  take  com-^ 
fort  in  the  confideration,  that  the  beloved  difclple  * 
of  Chrift  was  a  common,  fijherman.     The  diftinc- 
tions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  noble  and 
vulgar,  obtain  in  this  world,  and  in  this  wor^d  only.^ 
In  the  kingdom  of  God  they  ceafd,  and  are  no 
more.     Their  virtue  onJy  gives,  precedence,-  and', 
the  meaneft  mechanic  takes  place  of  the  nobles  and^. 
kings  of  the  earth,  if  he  were  a  better  Chriftian 
than  they  were.    The  vanity.|and  the  folly  of  thofe^ 
whoTe  confidence  is  placed  in  titles  and  pedigrees^ 
will  then  appear  in  its  proper  light,  when  the  fujv 
pofed  carpenter's  fon  Ihall  be  feen  on  his  throne  of. 
glory,  and  the  iiJfherman  feated  at  bis  right  hand. 

The  account  of  John  being  called  by  our  blefled 
Lord,  from  his  employment  of  fifhing,  to  that  of/ 
preaching  the  Gofpdl,  is  thus  given  us,  Mat.  iv.  21*. 
«•  And  Jefm  going  on  from  thence,"  that  is,  from  1 
the  place  where  he  had  jufl  before  called  Peter  and  t 
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Aiidrewi  "  faw  other  two  brethren,  James  the  foff 
of  Zebedee,  and  John  his  brother,  in  a.ihip  vriilf 
Zebedee  their  father,  mending  their  nets ;  and  he 
called  them.     And  they  immfedlately  Left  the  ihip,. 
and  their  fether,  and  followed  him."    Their  mioda 
had  been  prepared  for  the  advent  of  the  Meffiah 
by  the  fermons  of  the  Baptift,   who  indeed  had 
pointed  him  out  to  Andrew,  and  another  difciple, 
BOt  improbably  John  himfclf,  for  the  Lamb  of  God^ 
Upon  his  appearance  and  call,  therefore,  they  rea- 
dily received  and  obeyed  him,,  laying  the  foundation 
of  the  Chriftian  building  in  the  renunciation  of  the 
world.     And  here  it  always  muil  be  laid  by  every 
♦on.c  who  is  defirous  of  being  f'  the  difcfple  whom 
Jefus  loveth."     All  are  not  called  to  forfake  their 
occupations,  and  to  commence  preachers,  as  the 
^Apoflles   were,    Chriil   having   appointed   in   his 
church  a  regular  way  of  entering  into  the  miniflry  ^ 
and  at  this  door,  when  duly  prepared  for  it  by  a 
fuitable  education,  all  are  now  tu  enter,  who  find 
thcmfelves  inclined  and  difpofed  by  the  good  Spirit 
of  God  to  undertake\hat  bkffed  work.     But  every 
one  is  called  to  be  ready,  in  heart  and  mind,  to 
quit  all  that  comes  in  competition  with  duty,  and 
to  follow  the  Saviour  in  the  path  of  holy  living. 
It  is  neccflary  for  us  all  to  leave  thofe  companies, 
and  engagements,  and  ways,  of  living  which  enfnare 
-our  fouls,  and  entangle  our  afi^(Slions  in  the  toils 
of  iin.     And  when  duty  to  God  requires  it,  we 
xnuft  forfake  our  friends  and  relations,  rather  than 
rejeft  the  falvation  of  Chrift.    Whoever  is  in  error, 
or  in  fin,  will,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  he 
often  called  to  come  put  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  his 
life.     He  ihall,  perhaps,  hear  a  fermoa  that  fhews 
him  to  himfelf,  and  awakens  him  y  or  fome  kind 
smd  chs^riuble  friend  ih^ll  admonii^  him ,  or  the 

holy 
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ioly  Spirit  Ihall  caofe  his  own  confci^ncc  to  be  his. 
reprover.  Then,  O  linner,  it  is,  that  Jefus  calletBi 
thee*  Obey  him  inilantly  s  leave  all  that,  what^ 
ever  k  be,  vfhereby  thou  offendeft,  though  near 
and  dear  to  thee  j  join  thyfelf  to  him,  as  thy  MaC- 
ter,  and  dire<Sbor,  in  all  things  ;  and  thou,  as  well 
as  St  John,  fhalt  be  beloved  of  him* 

When  our  Lord  gave  his  ApoiUes. their  commif- 
fion  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  he  furnaroedour  Evan- 
gelift  and  his  brother  James,  Boamrges^  that  is,  iii- 
0ur  language,  S^ns  of  thunder.    Thereby  he  intima- 
ted the  powerful  efUdls  of  their  preaching  that, 
word,  which  is  frequently  compared  to  thunder ;.. 
'  being,  like  th;^t,  the  voice  of  God  fpeaking  from, 
heaven,  mighty  in  its  operation.     If  the  one  Ihake* 
tlie  earth,  throw  down  lofty  trees  and  towers,  and 
by  the  lightning  which  accompanied  it,  diflblve  the 
harddl  I'ubftances,  the  Qther  ihaketh  the  empire  af- 
fin,  caftetlxdown  every  thing  which  exaltcth  itfelf 
againft  heaven,  blading  and  confumii^g  the  corrup-» 
tion  of  the  heart-    Such  arethe  effedts;  of  the  word^^ 
when  preached  with  power:  and  happy  are  they 
who  experience  them,,  in  reading  and  hearing  thje. 
Gofpels,  and  more  ef'pecially  that  of  St  John,  who,, 
on  the  wings  of  contemplation  and  faith,  foaring 
aloft,  like  his  own  eagle,  bears  the  thunder  of  tlie 
word,  and  caufes  its  glorious  voice  to  be  heard  un- 
der the  whole  heaven* 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evangelical  hiftory,  we  find 
St  John,  in  conjundlion  with  St  Peter  and  St  James, 
admitted  to  the  knowledge  and  view  ot  iome  more 
private  miracles  and  tranfadlionsi  when  the  other 
Apoitles  had  not  that  honour.,  Thefc  were  xhe 
three  who  attended  their  Mafter,  when  he  railed 
the  daughter  of  Jairus  from  the  dead.  "  He  buf- 
fered no  man  to  go  in,,  fave  Peter,  and  James,  and 
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John."  And  this  is,  in  fomc  fcnfe,  the  happy  lot" 
of  every  difciple  whom  Jcfus  lovcth.  For  although 
Kc  no  more  "  know  Chrift  after  the  flcfh,"  or  (ec 
Bim  working  his  miracles  in  perfon,  as  St  John  did, 
yet,  by  faith,  the  wonders  of  divine  love  and  mer**- 
cy  are  manifeft  unto  him ;  and  he  beholds  accom- 
pli fhed  in  himfelf  and  others  that  great  work, 
which  the  miracles  of  Chrift  were  defigned  to  re- 

?rcfcnt,  the  work  of  converlion  and  falvation* 
'his  work  Jefus  only  can  effeft,  and  none  but  his- 
tSeloved  difciplcs .  know  and  underttand  it.  This 
fecrct  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and » 
be  (hcweth  to  them  the  glory  of  his  power  in  rai*- 
iing  a  foul  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  no  lefs  thati^ 
he  Iheweth  it  to  the  Apoftles  in  raifing  the  maid: 
from  de?.th  to  life. 

The  fame  three  difciples  accompanied  their  Lord,  . 
excluiive  of  all  the  reft,  at  the  two  moft  remarka- 
ble fcenes  of  his  exaltation  and  humiliation;  that 
is  to  fay,  when  he  was  transfigured  upon  mount : 
Tabor,  and  when  he  was  in  an  agony,  in  the  gar-- 
den  of  Gethfcmane.     With  regard  to  the  former 
we  read,  that  "he  took  Peter,  and  James,  and^ 
John,  up  into  an  high  mountain,  apart,  and  was  - 
transfigured  before  them."     There  they  beheld  his- 
mprtal  body  fuddenly  clothed  upon  with  light,  as- 
with  a  garment ;  they  behcld-his  glory,  as  the  glo- 
ry, of  the  only  begotten;    they  faw  the. Sun   of 
Righteoufnefs  ihiiring  in  his  ftrength ;   they  faw  - 
Mofes  and  Elias  glorified  with  him,  as  the  Law  ■ 
and  the  Prophets  always  appear,  when  fcen  in  com- 
pany with  Jefus  5  and  they  heard  the  voice  from  t 
heaven  declaring  Kim  to  be  the  beloved  of  the  Fa- 
ther.    Again,  at  his  pgffion,  *^  he  taketh  with  ham 
Peter,  and  the  two  fons  of  Zebedee,  James  and 
John^  and  began  to  be  fore  awazfid,  :and  vv-ry  hea- 
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▼y."  Then  they  beheld  him  encompafled  with  the 
infirmities  of  a  man,  and  befet  by  the  powers  of 
darknefs ;  they  beheld  him  humbled  under  the  load 
of  our  fins  j  they  faw  the  Sun  overcaft  with  a  cloud  ; 
and  heard  the  lame  divine  pcrfon  praying  in  a  bit- 
ter agony,  as  one  fmitten  of  God  in  his  anger,  and 
afflicted  unto  death.  And  happy  is  every  difciple, 
whom  Jefus  fo  loveth,  a^  to  admit  him,  by  faith> 
to  behold  and  dwell  upon  the  contemplation  of  his 
bleffed  Mailer,  in  thefe  his  two  ftates  of  exaltation 
and  humiliation ;  the  ^lory  of  hi$  divine,  and  the 
fufl^erings  of  his  human  nature.  Thefe  are  fubjedsi. 
on  which  a  man  can  never  meditate^  but  with  infi- 
itite  profit  and  advantage.  By  afcending  the  holy 
mount,  and  there  viewing,  in  the  transfiguration  ojT 
Jefus,  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  an  enfample  of 
that  glory  which  he  ihall  beftcvi^  on  his  faints,  at 
the  refurre^ion,  he  is  armed  againft  the  pain  and 
ihame  of  the  crofs,  and  ftrengtbened  to  undergOP 
his  portion  of  fufferings  in  the  world.  By  attend-^ 
inghis  Redeemer  in  the  garden,  during  his  agony^ 
he  learns  the  intolerable  puniihments  due  to,  fin, 
an4  the  amazing  love  of  him  who  would  defcend 
from  Tabor  to  Gethfemane,  to  bear  them  for  fin- 
ners^  he  is  prepared  to  take  up  his  crofs,  and  to 
be  conformed  to  Chrift  in  fufferings,  from  thence 
looking  brAck  to  the  p,lory  which  the  Son  of  God 
left  for  a  time,  tiiat  he  might  beftow  it  on  his  be- 
loved difcipl^s  for  ever.  Whofoever  hath  fo  di- 
gefted  in  his  heart  thefe  two  fubje^s,  as  to  be  able 
to  reduce  the  confideratiohs  on  them  to  praftice, 
hath  attended  his  Mafter,  with  bt  John,  on  the 
mount,  and  ifa  the  garden.  ' 

Three  times  we  hear  in  the  Gofpels  the  beloved 
Difciple  reproved  by  his  Mafter,  to  (hew  us  that 
whom  th^  Lord  loveth  he  chaitentth  and  purgeth^ 
-      .  tUl^ 
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till,  like  thfc  branch  of  a  well  drefled  vine,  he  bring 
forth  more  and  better  fruit.  Once,  a  fpark  of  am- 
bition, lighting  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  two  bro- 
thers, James  and  John,  had  fuddenly  inflamed 
them  with  a  vehement  defire  of  pre-eminence  above 
their  colleagues  in  the  miniftry :  they  wanted  to 
*«  fit,  one  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  his 
left,  in  his  kingdom."  Our  Lord  gave  them  to  un- 
derftand,  that  they,  who  were  called  to  be  his  &f- 
ciples  and  Apoftles,  wefe  called  to  do  his  work,  to 
labour  and  to  fuflfer  for  the  fervice  of  th^  church,, 
and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  and  fhould  efteem  it  fuf- 
£cient  to  be  exalted,  like  their  blefled  Mafter,  in 
beavenj  after  the  work  was  done.  Thus  the  two 
7oung  candidates  for  promotion  ftood  reproved*- 
Made  wifer  by  the  inftruflions  of  their  Lord,  and 
the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  them  at  the 
day  of.Peotecoft,  they  thought  no  more  of  preee- 
ding  their  brethren,  except  in  diligence  and  pa- 
tience: they  renounced  felf,  preached  the  Gofpcl, 
differed  penecution,  were  crowned  indeed,  but  it 
was  with  thorns :  and  thus,  at  length,  in  a  far  bet- 
ter fenfe,  they  obtained  their  wifh,  o£  fitting  upoQ^ 
thrones  with  Chrift,  in  his  kingdom. 

At  another  time  the  two  diftiples  James  and  Johni 
mot  bearing  to  fee  their  Lord  Fcjefted  by  the  fcbif-. 
matical  Samaritans,  were  for  calling  fire  from  heaven 
to  confume  them,  after  the  example  of  the  prophet 
Elijah.  But  Chrift  rebuked  them,  telling  them, 
"  they  knew  not  what  manner  of  Spirit  thy  were 
of,  for  the  fon  of  man  was  come  to  fave  tlie  lives 
of  men,  not  to  dcftroy  them."  The  prcfent  is  the 
day  of  grace  and  mercy,  long  fufiering  and  fi>rbear- 
ance,  with  Chrift,  and  it  ought  to  be  fo  with  his  > 
difcipies.  The  hour  is  coming,  when,  like  Elijah, 
who  rcgrefented  him  in  his.  judicial  capacity^  he 
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%all  execute  the  vengeatice  wrkten,  and  bum 
lap  his  enemies  on  every  fide.  But  the  time  is  not 
•yet. 

The  third  reproof  St  John  met  with  from  hi» 
"Mafter  was  likewife  for  an  inftance  of  indifereet 
teaif  in  forUdding  a  perfon  to  caft  out  dei9^  im 
*Chrift*'S  name,  becaufe  he  followed  not  them.  ««  For* 
bid  him  not  (fays  Chrift)  for  there  is  no  man  which 
fliall  do  a  miracle  in  my  aame^  that  can  lightly 
^cak  «vi!  of  me.  For  he  that  is  not  againft  us^  la 
t>n  our  part.  For  whoever  (hall  give  you  a  cup  of 
water  to  drink  in  my  name^  becaufe  ye  belong  to^ 
Chrift,  he  ihall  not  lofe  his  reward."*  No  emu- 
lation or  jealoufy  fhould  prevent  our  encouraging 
every  man  to  do  good,  tlK>ugh  not  in  all  points  as 
we  are,  or  could  wiflbi  him  to  be.  Whatever  real 
g;Ood  he  does,  it  is  God  who  does  it  in  him,  and 
in  time  that  God  may  reveal  all  other  things  to  him  $ 
towards  which,  we  ourielves,  by  treating  him  with 
^endernefs  and  kindnefs  may  be  made  inftrumental* 

Beit  tbefe  offences,  upon  Chrift^s  admonitions, 
having  been  repented  of  and  forfaken,  thy  deprived 
not  our  ApoiUc  of  the  place  he  had  obtained  in 
his  Lord's  favour*  For  at  the  laft  iupper  we  find 
him  fitting  next  to  Jefus,  and,  as  the  manner  then 
was,  reclining  on  his  bre^ft :  as  it  is  the  privilege 
of  the  beloved  difciple,  when  admitted  to  the  iup« 
per  of  the  Lamb,  to  pour  all  his  prayers  and  com- 
plaints into  the  bofom  of  his  Redeemer,  who  is  al- 
ways ready  to  hear,  always  mighty  to  fave. 

Attheapprehenfionof  Jeius,  John  fied  with  the 
reft,  but,  ^skkly  returning  again,  entered  into  the 
High  Prieft's  palace,  and  attended  his  bleflt^d  Ma& 
ter  through  every  ftage  of  his  paiBon,  tiQ  we  be- 
boU  bkn  taking  his  iktion  at  the  ^ot  of  the  crofs^ 

wheri 
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:iirhcrc  he  is  ufually  drawn  in  pifturcs  of  the  cruel* 
.fixion,  with  a  cannte^ance  fuU  of  grief  and  lov€ 
unutterable.  From  thecrpfs  Jefus  commended  his 
holy  mother  to  the  care  of  St  John,  who  from 
thenceforth,  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  {hewing 
his  love  to  his  Lord,  as  well  as  of  entertaihing  fuch 
a  gueft, ."  took  her  to  his  own  home,"  where  Ihe 
continued  till  her  death,  treated  by  him  with  the 
duty  and  aBFedion  of  a  fbn.  I^t  the  difciple,  then, 
whe>  would  fhew  himfelf  worthy  the  love  of  Chrift, 
often  contemplate  and  fympathize  with  his  fufie* 
ring  Lord,  placing  himfelf,  in  imagination,  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  and  looking,  with  the  eye  of  faith 
on  him  who  was  crucified  thereon  \  let  him  abide 
by  the  perfecuted  truth  and  the  afflifted  fervants  of 
Jefus,  in  the  hour  of  darknefs  and  forrow ;  and  let 
him,  for  Chrifl's  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  his  re- 
peated injunctions,  honour  and  fhew  kindnefs  to 
the  church,  fb  long  as  he  lives,  and  be  a  dutiful 
fon  to  her. 

Upon  the  firft  tidings  of  the  refurreftion,  St 
John,  running  with  St  Peter,  outran  him,  and 
came  firft  to  the  fepulchre,  as  the  foul,  that  has 
the  love  of  Chrift  abiding  in  her,  will  always  l^e 
foremoft  in  qucft  of  him. — It  was  St  John  who  dif* 
covered  Jefus  to  St  Peter,  when  he  appeared  in  the 
habit  of  a  ftranger,  at  the  fea  of  Tiberias.  "  That 
difciple  whom  Jefus  loved,  faith  to  Peter,  it  is  t^ic 
liOrd."  He  who  loves  Chrift,  will  always  knoV 
him  when  he  comes  in  the  difguife  of  ^Jiranger^  or 
a  poor  man  :  he  will  know,  that  //  is  the  Lord  who 
aiks  relief  of  him  in  their  perfons  ;  and  he  will  in-* 
form  others  of  the  fame  great  truth.— It  was  con- 
cerning St  John  that  a  report  went  among  the  dif* 
cip)es  as  if  he  was  never  to  die,  grounded  by  mif* 
(ake  on  our  Lord'$  anfwer  to  St  Peter's  queftion 
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.*— «  Lord,  what  fhall  this  man  do  ?  If  I  will  that 
he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee  ?"  But, 
alas,  8t  John  loved  Chrift  too  well,  to  think  an 
exemption  from  death,  for  the  fake  of  living  in 
iuch  a  world  as  this,  a  thing  to  be  defired;  And 
whoever  loves  his  MaOrer  as  be  did^  will  be^of  the 
fame  opinion. 

After  the  effufion  of  the  Spirit  at  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecoft,  we  read  of  St  John,  in  the  character  of  ah 
ApoiUe,  uiing  hh  gifts  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
iiealing  the  tick,  preaching  the  Gbfpel,  thrown  in- 
to prifon,  and  brought  forth  before  the  Jewifh 
council,  but  ftill  undaunted  in  bearing  his  teftioio- 
ny ;  herein  leaving  an  example  to  his  fttccefTors^ 
the  minifters  of  ChHft,  thd^ough  all  generations. 

From  the  eccleiiadical  hiftorics  we  learn,  that 
after  preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  founding  many^ 
churches  in  Alia,  he  was  fent  bound  from  thence 
to  Rome,  at  the  command  of  the  tyrant  Domitian^ 
who  had  him  cafl  into  a  caldron  of  boiling  oil* 
But  the  God,  who  preferved  the  three  children  in 
the  midft  of  the  fiery  furnace,  brought  the  Apoftle 
out  of  the  caldron  unhurt,  to  convince  us,  that  no- 
thing  can  harm  "  the  dilbipic  whom  Jefus  loveth. 
The  emperor,  however,  not  at  all  moved  by  this 
miraculous  deliverance,  banifhed  the  holy  man  to 
a  wretched  and  comfortlefs  ifland,  called  Patmos, 
where  he  faw  heaven  opened  and  beheld  thofe  glo- 
rious vifions  recorded  in  the  book  of  Revelation : 
as  God  often  vouchfufes  a  larger  portion  of  fpiritual 
joys  aiid  comforts  to  his  fervants,  when  they  are 
fecludcd  from  thofe  of  the  world. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  emperor  Domitian,  many 
of  his  cruel  edifts  were  revoked  by  his  fucceffor; 
when^St  John,  taking  advantage  of  the  indulgence, 
returned  to  Ephefus :   and  finding  Timothy  the 
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bi&op  of  that  church  martyred^  he  took  upon  him» 
felf  the  government  of  it,  till  in  a  good  old  age  of 
about  an  hundred  years,  he  moft  willingly  refigned 
his  meek  and  gentle  fpirit  into  the  hands  of  his 
Lord  and  Saviour,  to  ^experience  the  fulnefs  of  his 
Ipve,  and  poffefs  the  glories  he  had  fo  often  con* 
templated. 

Ilicfe  are  the  great  outlines  of  St  John's  life  and 
<hara£):er.  But,  after  all,  whoever  would  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  him,  in  order  to  become . 
like  him,  muft  furvey  and  copy  that  fair  pidbuire 
which  he  hath  drawn  of  hipifeif  in  his  divine  wri- 
tings, where  we  fometimes\behold  the  lofty  flights 
cf  the;  eagle,  and  at  others  t^ear  the  plaintive  voice 
of  the  turtle ;  we  behold  himi  viewing  and  defcribing 
the  glories  of  Chrift  in  his  Godhead  and  kingdom  ; 
we  hear  him  relating  the  Ifweetly-forrowful  and 
loving  4ifcourfes  of  his  dear  Mailer,  in  his  ftate  of 
humiliation.  Let  thefe  holy  books,  therefore,  be 
in  our  hands,  until  they  fhall  have  wrought  their 
proper  work  in  our  hearts ;  that  is  to  fay,  until,  by 
believing  the  dodtrines  and  pradlifing  the  duties 
taught  therein,  we  fhall  have  learned  to  live  the  life 
of  faith  and  charity,  ^o  fhall  we  be  Christians, 
in  word,  and  in  deed ;  fo  fhall  we  be  true  followers 
of  the  faint  of  this  day ;  fo  fhall  we  be  <<  the  Dis- 
ciPLEs  whom  Jefus  will  love." 


DISCOURSE    X. 
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TJiws  faith  the  LoRD,  a  wee  was  heard  in  RamaS^ 
lamentation^  and  hitter  weeping :    Rachel^  weeping* 

.  far  her  children^  refufed  to  he  comforted  for  her  chil^ 
dren^  hecaufe  they  were  not,  Thus  faith  the  LoRD^ 
Refrain  thy  voice  from  weepings  and  thine  eyes  from- 
tenrs ;.  for  thy  wor\  fhall  he  rewarded^  faith  the 
Lord,  and  they /ball  come  again  from  the  land  ofthi 

.  enemy*  And  tLere  is  hope  in  thitte  end,  faitb  the 
XoRX>y  that  thy  children  fball  come  again  to  theii^ 
pwn  harder. 

vJf  the  events  which  befcl  the  church  of  ICtzet  . 
ill  old  time,  many  were  by  Providence  ordained 
and  difpofed  to  be  figurative  of  other  events,  in  the 
hitter  days,  relative  to  the  church  Chriftian,  01^ 
Univerfal.     Let  it  be  fuppofed,  for  example,  in  the 
prefcnt  inftance,  that  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  and 
lubfequent  rclloration,  to  which  thele  words  of  Je- 
remiah relate,  did,  like  the  Egyptian  bondage,  and 
the  redemption  therefrom,   reprcfent   that   more 
wretched,  durable,  and  general  captivity,  in  which 
mankind  were  detained  by  their  grand  enemy,  with 
the  reftoration  from  it,  which  the  bon  of  God,  as^ 
at  this  feafon,  was  born  to  effect.     And  let  us  try, 
upon  this  plan,  to  fhew  the  beauty  and  propriety 
of  the  application  which  St  Matthew  has  made  of 
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th«  paflage  to-  the  flaughter  of  the  Belhlebemitifh 
infants,  and  the  lamentations  of  thofe  who  were 
thus  bcreated  of  their  children,  by  the  fword  of 
Herod. 

It  is  not  eafy,  perhaps,  to  find  a  nibre  judicious 
HluftratJon  of  the  cafe  in  hand,  than  the  following 
one,  given  by  the  excellently  learned  Dr  Jackson^ 
to  whofe  moft  ufcful  labours^  on  a  curious  and  dif- 
ficult fubje^l,  I  muft  here  once  for  all,  acknow- 
ledge myfclf  indebted  for  the  fubilancc  of  what  I 
am  now  about  to  lay  before  you, 

"We  know,"  fays  this  able  Divine,  "that  a 
map,  though  in  itfelf  a  thoufand  times  Icfs  than  the 
leaft  parcel  of  inclofed  ground,  may  reprcfent  the 
exaft  form  or  proportion  of  the  country  whofe 
name  it  bears,  though  that  be  ten  thoufand  times 
bigger  than  the  largeft  field  that  our  eyes  can  look 
upon.  And  thus  hath  the  wifdom  of  God,  under 
the  faine  words  and  phrales,  included  two  deliver- 
ances, of  which  the  one  is  a  map  to  the  other.  He 
therefore  who  (hall  deny  pa{ra;;es  to  be  literally 
meant  of  the  deliverance. of  jiidah  ainl  Benjaminf 
from  Babylon,  becaufe  they  are  only  fulfilled  in 
our  deliverance  by  ChriH,  will  give  the  Jew  no 
fmall  advantage;  he  will  commit  as  great  an  over- 
fight,  as  if  an  heir,  pofilfied  of  a  goodly  eftate, 
fliould  burn  the  map,  or  tcrrar  of  it,  which  his  an- 
cefl:ors  had  truly  taken  for  the  benefit  of  thtir  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  if  they  (hould  know  how  to  ufe  it,  when 
any  controverfy  ihould  arife  concerning  the  bounds 
or  extent  of  their  inheritance.  The  J.e<v,  on  the 
contrary,  in  denying  thefe  places  to  be  meant  of 
Chrift  and  us,  becaufe  they  have  been  literally  ve- 
rified of  the  deliverance  of  his  fathers  by  Zoroba-^ 
bel  and  Jofhua  the  prieft,  is  like  a  man  dillra^fVed, 
vho  boaft^  he  hath  a  goodly  heritage,  becaufe  ho 
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can  fli€w  the  map,   or  engrofled  tenrar  of  thol«P 
lands,  of  which  the  law  has  deprived  liinij  fince 
he  knew  not  how  to  ufe  them  aright." 

In  the  profecution  of  this  dclign,  permit  mc^ 
In  the 

prft  place.  To  colleftand  prcfcnt  to  you  the 
hiftorical  circumftances  concerning  the  per-« 
fon  introduced  by  Jeremiah,  as  making  la- 
mentation over  her^  children,  and  the  occa^f 
iion  of  her  fo  doing,  with  the  prophet's  eon- 
folotary  addrefs  to  her,  upon  that  occaiion:.. 
after  which  we  Ihall  be  prepared,  in  the 
Second  place,  To  take  a  view  ofthofe  parallel 
circumftances,  which  offer  themfelves  in  the 
lauientation  made   by  the   BethlehemitifK^ 
mothers^  and  the  caufe  thereof^  with  the: 
confidcration  which  was  to  adminifter  com-f 
fort  to  fbenti  in  the  day  of  their  great  and*, 
bitter  afiiidlion. 
The  mournful  fcene  is  laid*  by  Jeremiah  in  Ra- 
mah,  a  city  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  of. 
which  tribe,  it  may  be  obferved,  the  prophet  him<* 
felf  was  a  member,  as  we  learn  from  j(he  firft  verfe 
in  his  book  ^.  <^  Fhe  \Vords  of  Jeremiah  the  lop  of 
Uilkiah,  of  the  priefls  that  were  in  Anathothy  in^ 
the  land  of  Benjamin."     The  perfon  introduced  by 
him,  as  making  lamentation,  is  Rachel,  the  beloveds 
wife  of  Jacob,  and  the  mother  of  that  tribe.     She- 
had  before  borne  Jofeph,  at  which  time  by  dlvihe 
ioflindt  with  alluiion  to  the  name  juilampofed,  fhe: 
faid— <<  1  he  Lord  fhall  add>  to  me  another  fon." 
In  child-birth,  however,  through  th^  prevalence  of 
her  pains,  ihe  was  induced  to  give  up  her  former 
hopes  of  a  fecond  fon,  for  loft.     Her  attendant  ^A-*- 
deavoured  to  comfort  her  with  her  own  predidlion  ;; 
^«  Eear  not,.for  thou  Ihalt  havp  this  fon  aifo."    Yct^ , 
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^  wben  her  foul  was  in  departing  (for  flic  died  If^ 
—never  furely  was  there  a  more  a&<^ting  parentheOs 
-— "  when  her  foul  was  in  departing  (for  flic  died  !) 
ihc  called  his  name  Benoni^'^  that  is,  the  fon  of  my 
forrow.  "  His  father/'  feeking  to  avert  the  omen 
with  fpeed",  "  called  him  Benjaniw"  or,  the  fon  of 
the  right  handy  that  is  of  power  and  glory. 

Heu  nimquam  vana  parentum  augurla — the  obfcr- 
vation  of  an  heathen  poet,  is  found  more  particu- 
larly verified  in  the  hiilory  of  the  patriarchs,  be- 
caufe  among  them  there  was  often  a  forefight  more 
than  human,  and  the  profpe^  into  futurity  was 
opened  to  them  by  a  light  froin  above.  The  dif- 
ferent fates  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  fcem  to  hate 
anfwered  the  different  nanaes  impofed  at  the  birtlx 
of  its  founder,  by  father  and  mother.  JNo  tribe 
more  valorous  than  that ;.  none  more  afflidbed  with, 
difafliers  and  calamities.  At  one  time  flaughtered' 
by  its  fellow  tribes,  almofl  to  exciiion,  a  true  Benoni 
to  Rachel,  who  had  flie  been  alive,  muft  have 
«  wept  for  her  children,  with  an  exceeding  bitten 
weeping/'  at  another,  reftored  to  populoufneffc-and 
prpfperity,  placed,  as  it  were,  at  the  head  of  the 
reft,  furnifhing  the  firft  king,  who  rjuled  God's 
people  Ifrael)  and  reali:ung  the  name  and  charadler 
of  Benjamin^  X)\tfon  of  the  right  hand. 

Upon  the  revolt  of  the  ten.  tribes,,  Benjamin  ad-^ 
hered  to  Judak,  then  the  royal  tribe,  the  tribe  that 
gave  birth  to  David,  the  tribe  from  which,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time,  a  greater  than  David  was  to  de- 
fcend.  W  hen  Jeremiah,  uttei  ed  th«  words  now  un-r 
der  our  confideration,  Jiidali  was  clofdy  beiieged 
in  Jeruialemby  the  Chaldean  asmy,.  in  whole  way 
thither  the  land  of  Benjamin  lay.  IL experienced, 
therefore,  of  courfe,  all  the  horrors  of  invaflon. .  It 
was.  miferably.  wafted^  and  its  iniJiabitants- were,  car* 
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Hed  away  into  captivity.    This  is  the  reafon  why  old 
Rachel  ftili  renews  her  former  complaint^  and  wilh 
not  be  perfuaded,  but  that  Benjamin  mufl  ftill  be 
Benoni,     She  and  her  daughters,  (for  under  the: 
name  of  Rachel  we  mufl:  comprehend  all  the  wo- 
ful  mothers  of  that  tribe)  fill  the  heavens  with  their 
outcries,  whilft  their  children  are  forced  from  their 
embraces  into  miferable  bondage  in  Babylon.    And. 
though  mention  be  only  made  of  Ramah,  a  city  of 
Benjamin,  yet  muft  we  imagine  the  wailings  to  have 
been  as  loud  and  bitter  about  Bethlehem,  which,, 
though  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  was  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Behjanvin,  and  near  unta  the  place  where. 
Raclvcl  died ;    as  we  read  in  Genefis ;    "  Rachel 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  way  to  Ephrath,  which., 
is  BetUehein^  and  Jacob  fet  a  pillar  upon  her  grave;, 
that  is  the  pillar  of  Rachel's  grave  unto  this  day/'* 
Such  was  "  the  voice  heard"  in.  the  days  of  Jere- 
miah, the  "  lamentation,  and  the  bitter  weeping  v'* 
when  "  Rachel,''  as  the  general  mother,  and  re— 
prefentative  of  all  the  mothers  in  the  tribe,  "  weep- 
ing for  her  children,  refufed  to  be  comforted,  be^ 
eaufe  they  were  not."     As  a  people,  they  had  no-, 
civil  exiftence.      They  wercj.  in  tliat  fenfe,  loft;, 
they  were  dead  ;  they  were  gone  into  captiv4ty. 

It  was  under  thefe  circumftances,  that  the  pro-^ 
phet  addreffed  the  difconfolate  mother— confider* 
ing  him  as  a  Benjamite^  we  may  fay,  his  diiconfolate 
mother — "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Refrain  thy  voice 
from  weeping,  and  thine  eyes- from  tears-;  for  thyv 
work  fliall  be  rewarded,  faith  the  Lord,  and  they 
fliall  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy ;  and 
there  is  hope  ia  thine  end,  iaith.  the  LoRi>,  that 
thy  children  fliall  come  again  to  their  own  border,'*^ 
'  — ^As  if  he  had  faid  in  other  words — 

,— Remcnaberjj, 
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—Remember,  O  Rachel,  my-mothci%  the  dajr^^ 
that  are  pail,  and  call  to  mind  God's  wonders  of 
old  time.     Remember  how  thou  forrowcdft,  when 
thou  brought(l  forth  mj  father  Benjamin,  as  fear- 
ing led  he  iliould  have  died  with  thee»  or  before* 
thee.    Yet  after  thy  pains,  hadft  thou  this  joy,  that . 
a  man  was  born  into  the  world.    And  though  thou 
dtdil  impofe  upon  him  a  name  betokening  forrow^. 
yet  hifr  father  wifely  changed  it  into  one  prediftivc 
of  better  things.     Remember,  when  Benjamin,  for 
the  good  of  his  brethren,  was  called  to  go  down, 
into  Egypt;  how  Jacob  fuppofed  him  loH:,  and  com«* 
plained  that  he  was  bereaved  of  his  children.     But^ 
notwith (landing   thcfe  ill  bodings,    Benjami:i,   at. 
length,  returned  in  fafety,  with  his  brother  Judah; 
the  father  was  again  blefTed  with  the  fight  of  his . 
youngeft  and'beft  beloved  fon,  the  light  of  his  eyes' 
and"  the  (lafFof  his  old  age..    Such,  at  this  time, 
my  mother,  is  thy  fear  and  forrowj  but  greater,, 
hereafter,  fliall  be  thy  comfort,  and  thy  joy.    Ben- 
jamin is  indeed  led  captive  into  Babylon  ;  but  J^i;/-- 
dih  is  once  more  gone  with  him,  as  his  pledge,'  and^ 
if  he  bring  him  not  back  again,  let  the  blame  be. 
his,  yea  mine,  yea  God's  for  ever.      "  For  thus^ 
faith  the  Lord,  if  my  covenant  be  not  with  day*^ 
and  night,  and  if  I  have  not  appointed  the  ordW 
nances  of  heaven  and  earth,  then  will  Lead  away 
the  feed  of  Jacob  and  David  my  fervant,  fo  that  L. 
will  not  take  any  of  his  feed  to  be  rulers  over  the 
feed  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob — for  I  will  caufe 
their  captivity  to  return,  and  have  mercy  on  them<*— 
yea  I  have  fworn  by  my  hol'mcfs  that  I  will  not  fait 
David.'*    Now,  my  mother,  while  this  promife  lafls,^ 
in  general,  to  Ifrael,  as  Abraham's  feed,  Benjaminf' 
snull  have  his  portion  in  the  bleiling.    And  while  it . 
remains  good  m  particular  to  the  feed  of  David,  Ben- 
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j^min,  for  his  faithful  adherence  to  Judah,  in  pro*- 
Iperity  and  adverfity,  muft  participate  with  him  iir 
the  prerogative.  And  when  the  kingdom  fliall  be 
reftored,  as  reftored  it  will  be,  whoever  (hall  fit  on 
the  left  hand,  faithful  Benjamin  muft  fit  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  David. 

i  his,  taking  all  circumftances  into  the  account^ 
fcems  to  have  been  the  import  of  Jeremiah's  con- 
folatory  addrefs  to  Rachel,  in  the  day  of  her  ca- 
lamity. And  his  words,  or  ratheij  thoic  of  the  Al- 
mighty, were,  in  their  fulleft  import,  made  good 
to  her.  Within  feventy  years,  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  the  poftcrity  of  Benjamin  returned,  with  Judah, 
into  the  land  of  Promife,  and  inhabited  Jerufaiem^ 
Bethlehem,  and  other  bordering  cities,  promifcu- 
oufly  with  the  royal  tribe.  "  Her  work  was!  re-. 
warded  ;*'  her  patient  expectation,  in  f«ith  and  hop0> 
of  the  promifes  made  hor,  faikd  not  of  its  fruity  int 
the  appointed  feafon :  her  «*  children  came  again* 
from  the  land  of  the  enemy  to  their  own  border," 
j^s  the  Lord  had  foretold  by.  his  prophet;  they 
«<  returned,  and  can>e  to  Sion  with  fongs  v  joy  was 
upon  their  heads,"  and  in  their  hearts  j  "  and  for* 
row  and  fighing  flew  away !" 

We  are  now  prepared  to  take  a  view,  as  was  pro- 
pofed  in  the 

Second  place,,  of  thofe  parallel  circumftances^ 
which  oftV  themfelves,  in  the  lamentation  of  the^ 
Bethlehemitifti  mothers,  and  the  caufe  thereof^ 
with  the  confideration  which  was  to  adroinifter 
comfort  to  themy  in  the  day  of  their  great  and  moft: 
bitter  j»fiii<Etion. 

The  death  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  in.cdnjunc- 
tion  with  the  tribe  of  Judah,  in  the  time  of  Jerc-» 
niiah,  was  a  civil  death,  a  departure  into  captivity. 
Tbtir  reftoration  from  it  was,  confcquently,  a  civil 
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reftoration,  a  reftoration  to  their  ancient  citf  and 
polity,  in  their  own  land.  The  death  of  the  Beth- 
khemitifh  infants  was  a  badily  death,  by  the  fword 
of  Herod;  their  reftoration  maft,  therefore,  be  a 
reftoration  to  the  bodily  life,  thus  violently  taken 
from  them,  that  is,  it  mtift  be  a  rcfurreftion.  Ra- 
chel's prcfcnt  lamentation  for  the  bodily  death  of 
her  children  mu(t  ha^e  a  comfort  anfwerable  to  it^ 
as  her  former  lamentation  for  their  civil  death  had 
a  comfort  anfwerable  to  that.  Let  us  fee  what  an*' 
alogy  and  proportion  the  forrow  and  joy  in  one  cafe 
bear  to  the  forrow  and  joy  in  the  other. 

There  is  no  need  to  (hock  your  feelings,  by  en* 
deaTouriog  to  draw  a  picture  at  large  of  this  day's 
xnoft  abominable  mafiacre.  ^  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that 
the  bloody  murder  of  children  in  their  tendereft 
and  mod  helplefs  eftate,  torn  from  the  arms,  and 
butchered,  in  fuch  multitudes,  before  the  eyes  of 
l^ir  mothers,  muft  again  caufe  "  a  voice  to  be  heard,^ 
lamentation,  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning  ;'* 
great,  beyond  the  conception  of  any,  but  thofe  whe 
then  ezprefled,  or  were  witneffes  to  it.  We  can- 
not read  the  words  which  defcribe  it,  without  ima« 
gining  that  we  hear  Rachel,  called  from  her  tomb 
near  Bethlehem,  "  weeping  for  her  children  j**  that 
we  fee  her  turning  away,  and  refuiing  to  be  com- 
forted  for  her  children,  bccaufe  they  were  not ;  be-^ 
ca^fe  they  were  departed  hence,  and  wers  no  more-' 
to  be  found  in  the  land  of  the  living  \  they  were 
led  away  into  that  other  captivity,  more  wretched 
and  durable  tban  the  captivity  of  Benjamin,  with 
Judah,  in  Babylon  ;  they  were  deprived  of  light 
and  life,  they  were  hurried  from  the  warm  and 
chearful  precindts  of  day,  to  be  imprifoned  in  the 
cold  and  dark  dominion^  of  the  king  of  terrors. 
And  who  can  bring  them  from  thence  ?  Not  the 
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High  Prieft  Jofhua,  the  fon  of  Jofcdek  ;  not  Zoro- 
t>abel)  who  conduced  their  father  from  captivity; 
not  Sampfon)  though^  in  the  prime  of  his  ftrength^ 
he  carried  away  the  gates  of  Gaza ;  not  Da^id^  nor 
their  father  Benjamin,  though  both  had  been  ajive 
to  command,  or  lead  the  whole  pofterity  of  I&aeL 
All  thefe  might  have  faid  of  the  fons  of  Rachel 
fbis  day  commemorated  by  as,  as  David  did  of  his 
child-^"  We  fhall  go  tov  them,  but  they  ihall  not 
Teturn  to  us."  But  the  holieft  of  the  ancient  priefti 
and  prophets,  the  mightieft  among  the  ancient 
kings  and  rulers,  were  ftill  fubjeft  to  death,  and 
had  taken  their  laft  repoTe  with  the  beggar  in  thd 
duft.  Where  then  is  the  wonted  promife  of  Ra* 
^hel's  reward  ?  Who  fliall  comfort  her  in  this  ca» 
lamity  ? 

Nothing,  certainly,  can  wear  a  more  gloomy 
and  comfortlefs  afped,  than  tilings  here  feem  to  do* 
Yet  in  this  as  in  the  former  inftance,  *^  Thus  faith 
the  Lord"  to  the  mourner,  and  who  elfe  can  fay 
it  ?— "  Refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and  thine 
eyes  from  tears ;  for  thy  work  ihall  be  rewarded^ 
faith  the  Lord,  and  they  fball  come  again  from 
the  iapd  of  the  enemy ;  and  there  is  hope  in  thine 
end,  faith  the  Loiq3,  that  thy  children  ihall  come 
again  to  their  own  border/' 

Recollcfting  what  hath  been  faid  above,  and 
hearing  in  mind  the  circumflances  of  time  and 
place,  pointed  out  in  the  application  made  of  the 
former  part  of  the  paflage  by  St  Matthew,  we  may 
iuppofe  this  latter  part  to  fpeak  to  the  Bethlehemitiih 
mothers  in  fome  fuch  manner  as  the  following.      ■  ^ 

■  —  i  At  Bethlehem,  the  birth  place  of  Benja-» 
min,  where  the  pillar  was  eteftcd  over  Rachel's 
grave,  a  child  is  born,  who  has  caufed  the  children 
of  BenjamijEi  and  Judab  once  more  to  become  Benc^ 
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•«?j,  tvxxtfons  offorrow  to  their  mothers  ;  a  cliarac* 
tcr  he  himfelf  is  to  fuflain  on  earth,  infoniuch,  that 
«  a  fword  fhall  pierce  through  the  foul'*  of  her 
that,  bare  him.  As  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and 
with  regard  to  the  nature  derived  from  her,  he  19 
to  be  *.*  a  man  of  forrows,  inA  acquainted  with 
griefepJ^  But,  like  Befijamitty  from  hi^  Father  he  fhall 
receive  a  name  expreffive  of  far  different  things; 
«*  a  name  above  every  natne ;  he  (hall  be  exalted 
from  mifery  and  mortality  to  "  the  right  hand  of 
the  majcfty  in  the  heavens  ;"  there  to  take  poffef* 
{lOH  of  an  inheritance  in  the  true  land  of  Proiuife. 
Of  this  his  inheritance  in  a  ftate  of  power  and  glo- 
ry, he  will  not  fail  to  make  thofe  partakers,  whofc 
blood  has  been  fhed  by  the  executioners  of  Herod^ 
on  his  account.  Look  upon  this  their  final  delive- 
rance and  refloration,  as  it  is  delineated  in  that 
map,  or  chart  of  it,  the  deliverance,  of  your  ancef^ 
tors  jfrom  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  and  the  refl^o^ 
ration  to  their  own  land.  Call  to  mind  what  was 
faid  by  them,  at  that  time,  on  the  ground  of  their 
own  happy  experience. — *<  They  that  fow  in  tears, 
fhall  reap  in  joy  •,  he  that  goeth  forth,  and  weep* 
eth,"  as  if,  ignorant  of  the  art  of  hufbandry,  he 
feared  the  corn  he  was  fowing  wonld  perifli  in  the 
earth,  «  fhall  doubtlefs  come  again  with  joy,  bring- 
ing his  (heaves  with  him."  The  heavens,  echoing 
with  your  cries,  and  the  earth,  moiftened  with 
youf  tears,  are  witnefles  to  men  and  angds,  that 
you  have  more  plentifully  fowed  in  grref,  than  your 
anccfiors.  As  the  forrows  of  your  feed-time  have 
abounded,  fb  the  joys  of  your  harvefl  fhall  fuper*- 
abound.  The  Lord's  promife  of  old  is  not  yet  ex- 
pired, but  extends,  in  full  force,  to  you  and  yours^ 
With  what  more  precious  feed  could  the  land  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin  be  fown^  tjian  the  blood  of 

tender 
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\ender  infants,  harmlefs  and  undefiled  even  in 
thought?  Scattered  upon  the  ground  by  cruel 
hands,  it  ihall  be  gathered  by  the  power  of  himy 
who  difpenfeth  the  breath  of  life  to  all  things  living. 
None  of  this  feed  £haUJ>e  loft,  or  prove  unfruitful* 
Every  grain  fhall  produce  its  ear,  and  every  ear 
Its  proportion  of  incorruptible  ^nd  pleafant  fruit* 
Great,  therefore,  as  your  a£&i£Vion  is  allowed  tobe^ 
yet  mourn  not  as  they  that  have  no  hope,  but» 
even  in  the  mid  ft  of  your  bitter  complaints,  flill 
remember,  that  Rachel's  pains  muft  have  a  joyful 
recompence,  and  her  exceeding  forrows  portend 
extraordinary  comforts  in  the  iiTue.  Only  let  pa- 
tience have  its  perfect  work  through  faith,  and  that 
«<  work  ihall  be  rewarded"  with'  the  pofl^ffion  of 
the  promifes.  For,  throOgh  the  Saviour  who  i^ 
born,  «  there  is  hope  in  the  end,'*  that,  like  as 
your  fathers,  in  God's  good  time,  **  came  agaia 
irom  the  land  of  the  enemy  to  their  own  border,'* 
£a  your  children,  whofe  untimely  excifion  you  la- 
ment, fhall  come  again  from  the  ftrong  holds  of 
the  grave,  whither  they  had  been  led  away  captive^ 
to  the  lot  of  their  inheritance  in  the  heavenly  Ca-. 
naan,  and  the  new  Jerufalem,  there  to  live  a^id 
reign  with  him,  for  whom  they  have  now  fu<5ered 
and  died.  The/e  children  of  Judah  and  Bp,ojamin, 
like  their  progenitors,  "  ihall  return,  ar^d  come  to 
Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  (nail  be  upon 
their  heads  5  they,  and  you  with  th^^ita,  (hatll  obtain 
joy  and  gladnefs,  and  iorrew  and  ijtghiag  ihall  again 
flee  away." 

The  words,  thus  explained,  will  fuggeft  to  us 
fome  ufcful  reile<^ions,  fuirable  to  the  feitival,  on 
the  cafe  of  the  flaughtered  infants,  and  that  of  the 
lamenting  rmthersm 

VoL.l.  Q^  With 
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With  regard  to  the  infants^  we  may  obferve  tl>^, 
choice,  made  by  the  church,  of  proper  perfons  to  ' 
Attend  the  blefled  Jefus,  upon  the  commemoration 
•of  his  birth.  Thefe  are  Sc  Stephen,  St  John,  and 
the  Innocents.  He  was  born  to  fuffer ;  and  there- 
fore,  the  feftival  of  his  nativity  is  immediately  fol- 
4owed  by  the  feftivals  of  thofe  who  flifiered  for  him. 
JSt  Stephen  was  a  martyr,  and  the  firft  martyr^ 
both  in  will  and  in  deed :  St  John,  the  beloved 
•difcipie,  was  fuch  in  will,  but  not  in  deed,  being 
fniraculoufly  preferved  from  the  death  intended  for 
liim  by  Domitian.  The  Innocents  were  martyrs  in 
<leed,  but  not  in  will,  by  reafon  of  their  tender  age* 
Of  thefe  laft,  however,  it  plea  fed  the  prince  of 
martyrs  to  have  his  train  compof^d,  when  he  made 
liis  entry  into  the  world,  as  at  this  feafon  *,  a  train 
of  infants,  fulted  to  an  infant  Saviour ;  a  train  of 
Innocents,  meet  to  follow  the  fpotlefs  Lamb,  who 
came  to  convince  the  world  of  fin,  and  to  redeem 
it  in  righteoufnefs.  They  were  the  firft-fruits  of- 
fered to  the  bon  of  God,  after  his  incarnation,  and 
their  blood  the  firfl  that  flowed  on  his  account* 
They  appeared  as  lo  many  champions  in  the  field, 
clad  in  the  King's  coat  of  armour,  to  intercept  the 
blow^  dirt^ted  againil  him. 

The  Chridian  poet,  Prudentius,  in  one  of  his 
hymns,  has  an  elegant  and  beautiful  addrefs  to 
thefe  young  Jufferers  for  their  Redeemer— • 

Salvete^  Jlores  Martyrum^ 

^uojf  luch  ipfo  in  limine^ 

Chrijli  itifecutor  fujlulitf 

Ceu  turbo  nofcentes  rofas* 
VoSy  prima  Chrifti  viSiimaf 

Grex  immolatorum  Unery 

Arath  uHte  ipjam^  /trnplifcS'^ 

Falma  et  corcnis  iuditii* 

«  Hail 
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w'Hail  ye  firft  flowers  of  the, evangelical  fpring^ 
cut  off  by  the  fworjd  of  perfecution,  ere  yet  you  had 
unfolded  your  leaves  to  the  morning,  as  the  early 
rofc  droops  before  the  withering  blafl.  Driven^, 
like  a  flock  of  lambs,  to  the  flaughter,  you  hav& 
the  honour  to  compofe  the  firft  facriflce  ofiered  at 
the  altar  of  Chrift ;  before  which,  methinks  I  fee. 
your  innocent  flmplicity  fporting  with  the  palms- 
and  the  crowns  held  out  to  you  from  above." 

So  remarkable  an  event  neceiTarily  attraAs  our 
attention  to  that  age,  which  is  propofed  by  our 
Lord,  as,  in  many  refpeAs,  a>  model  for  us  all  ta 
copy,   in   forming   our  tempers  and  difpoiltions« 
"  They  brought  young  children  to  Chrift,  that  he 
fhould  touch  them,  and  his  difciples  rebuked  thofb; 
that  brought  them.     But  Jefus  was  much  difplea* 
fed,  and  faid.  Suffer  little  children  to  come  to  me, 
and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of 
God.*'    And  again,  when  the  difciples  "  aflced  him,* 
who  ihould  be  the  greateft  in  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, he  took  a  little  child,  and  fet  him  in  the  midft, 
and  faid,  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as 
little  children,  ye  fhall  not  enter  into  the  kingdon^> 
of  God."     To  be  fit  for  the  inheritance  of  the: 
faints  in  light,  we  muft  put  off  the  paflions  whicb; 
are  too  apt  to  infeft  us  as  men,  ambition,  pride,  craft^. 
cnvy,  hatred,  malice,  anger,  revenge,  covetoufnefs^. 
and  concupifcence  of  every  fort,  and  put  on  their- 
oppofites,    humility,   meeknefs,   modefty,  charity^ 
purity,  fimplicity  ;  we  muft  become  fuck  in  heart 
ahd  mind,  by  the  difcipline  of  religion,  as  little 
children  are,  by  their  age;  pofleiffed  of  the  fame 
unlimited  confidence  in  the  care  of  a  Father,  who, 
as  we  are  aflured,  careth  for  us ;  looking  up  to  him- 
for  all  we  want,  and  flying  to  him  for  proteftion 
from  all  we  fear;  never  entertaining  a  fufpicion  ot 
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our  belag  forfaken^  or  negleded  by  him,  nor  tl^e 
leaft  inclination  tb  refift  his  will  \  equally  infenfible 
to  the  promifes  and  threatenings  of  the  world  ;  re- 
figned  to  fufier,  and  not  ;ifraid  to  die,  when  we  are 
called  fo  to  do ;  able  to  fmile  at  the  drawn  dagger^ 
and  ready  to  embrace  the  arm  that  aims  it  at  our 
heart. 

This  idea  of  a  child  of  God  was  daily  realized^ 
to  the  admiration  of  the  whole  pag^n  world,  in  the 
firft  ages  of  the  church.  The  fame  inexhauftible 
and  all  powerful  grace  will  realize  it  in  thefe  latter 
days,  when  religion  fliall  be  confider^d  by  us  as  an 
art,  rather  than  a  fcicnce^  when  uon  magna  Uquinwr- 
fed  vivimuSf  (hall  be  the  device  adopted  by  thi: 
•  Chriftiaa  philofopher  \  and  the  precepts  of  the 
Gk>fpel  fhall  be  praAifed  with  as  much  diligence  as 
that  with  which  its  evidences  are  (ludied. 

And,  lo,  for  our  encouragement,  in  the  portion 
of  Scripture  this  day  appointed  for  the  Epifile,  the 
veil  is  rent  which  feparates  the  two  worlds ;  the 
profped  is  opened  into  another  fyftem ;  the  **  ho« 
lieft  of  all"  is  difdofed }  the  celeflial  mount  is  di{^ 
covered ;  and  on  its  fummit  «  we  fee  a  Lamb  (land^ 
with  an  hundred  and  forty  ^our  thoufand,*'  of  the 
like  fweet  and  innocent  difpofition,  **  having  his 
Father*s  name  written  on  their  foreheads,  Theie 
are  they  which  follow  the  Lamb,  whitherfoever  he 
goeth.  Thefe  were  redeemed  from  among  tncn% 
being  the  firfl-fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  And 
in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile,  for  they  were 
without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God."  From 
their  fiation  they  beckon  us  after  them,  {hewing 
vs,  for  our  indruftion  and  dire^ioti  in  the  way> 
thsit  "  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

And  now,  we  are  ready,  perhaps,  to  fay  with 
St  Peter>  oa  an  occafioa  fomewbat  iimiiar,  It  is 

gpoUL 
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good'  for  us  to  be  here  !  let  us  make  our  abode  on 
die  mount !  But  the  time  is  not  yet-     We  muft  re* 
turn,  and  conclude,  as  we  began,  with  the  lament- 
ing motbersy  whom  we  left  behind  us,  in  the  valley: 
of  tears. 

Their  cries,  likethofe  of  Rachel,  portending  the 
birth  of  a  Bemniy  ^fin  offorronv^  teach  us,  his  dif- 
ciples,  to  expedc  forrow  for  our  portion  in  this  life^. 
and  to  look  forward  to  another,  for  comfort,  andv 

joy- 
In  the  world,  as  in«  Rama,  "  a  voice  is  heard>. 

lamentation  and  weeping,   and  great  mourning.'*' 

Earthly  poffeflions  and  fatisfaftions,  of  every  fort,, 

are,  by  their  nature,  ti:aniient.     Tl>ey  may  leave 

us  ;  wc  mufl  leave  them.     To  him  who  views  them^ 

•in  their  moft  fettled  ftate,  with  the  eye  of  wifdom^ 

they  appear^  as  the  air  in  the  calmeft*.day  does  to 

the  philofopher  through  his  telefcope,  ever  undu-*- 

lating  and  flu£luating.     If  we  place  our  happine& 

in  them,  we  build  upon*  the  wave.     It  rolls  from? 

under  us,,  and  we  iink.into  the  depths  of  grief  ancb 

defpondency. 

Children,  relations,  friends^  honours,  houfeSy, 
lands,,  revenues,  and  endowments,  the  goods  of. 
nature  and  of  fortune,  nay  even  of  grace  itfeif,  are 
only  lent.  It  is  our  misfortune  to  fancy  they  are 
given.  We  ftart,  therefore,  and  are  angry,  whem 
the  loan  is  called-in.  We  think  ourfeives  ma/lers^ 
when  we  are  h^ljlewards ;  and  forget,  that  to  each: 
of  us  will  it  one  day^  be  faid,  <<  Give  an  account  ofi 
thy  flewardihipi,  for  thou  muft-bc  no  longer  ftew--* 
ard." 

Youth  dreams  of.joysunrcmitted>.and  pleafures» 
uninterrupted ;  and  fees  not  in  the  charming  per* 
ipedtive  the  crofs  accidents  that  lie  in  wait  to  pre- 
vent their  being  fo.     But  fliould  no  fuch  accidents^ 

0^3  fo«^- 
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for  a  while  intervene,  to  difturb  the  pleafing  vlfioir^^ 
mge  will  certainly  avake,  and  £nd  it  at  an  end». 
The  icythe  of  time  will  be  as  effe£hial,  though  not 
ib  expeditious,  as  the  fword  of  the  perfecutor ;  and 
without  a  Herod,  Rachel,  if  flie  live  long,  wi^]  be 
'heard  lamenting ;  ihe  will  experience  forrows,  in 
which  the  world  can  adminifier  no  adequate  com* 
fort.     She  miift  therefore  look  beyond  it. 

Xhe  patriarchs  and  people  of  God,  in  old  time,, 
were  often  delivered  from  adi^erfity.  1  hey  oftea 
enjoyed  profperity.  But  after  all  the  wonders 
wrought  for  them,  and  all  the  blefiings  conferred 
upon  them,  the  iCue  -of  things  was  ftill  the  fame. 
Thefe  friends  and  favourjtes  of  heaven  flill  faw 
their  relations,  frequently  their  children,  failing 
around  them,  and  at  length  dropped,  themfelves,. 
into  the  grave,  to  be  mourned  over  by  thofe  that 
furvived  them.  This  was  the  cafe  even  in  the  land 
ef  Promife  itfclt  Deplorable  indeed,  therefore^ 
and  defperate,  like  the  woril:  of  the  heathen,  would 
have  been  their  condition,  had  they  not  been, 
taught,  through  ten^poral  deliverances,  and  tem« 
poral  profperity,  in  a  temporal  land  of  Promife,  to 
contemplate  another  deliveranee  from  the  power  of 
the  deftroyer,  another  profperity  that  fhould  have 
no  end,  in  another  4and  of  Promife,  which  ihould 
never  be  taken  from  them,  and  from  which  they 
Ibould  never  be  taken  ^  where  they,  tbeir  parents, 
and  their  children,,  fhould  meet  again,  to  part  no 
more.  What  elfe  is  "  the  hope  of  Ifrael,"  what 
dfe  can  it  be,  but  a  "  refurreAion  from  the  dead."* 

Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  words  of  the 
Apoflle  on  this  fubjeiEt.  Having  enumerated  the 
ancient  worthies,  from  Abel  to  David  and  the  fuc* 
ceeding  prophets,  he  thus  concludes  i  <^  Thefc  all,. 

having 
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\wmg  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  re-^ 
eeived  not  the  promife,"  *  the  promife,  emphati- 
cally, the  grand  promife,  in  faith  ^f  which  they^ 
died,  and  of  which  all  other  promifes  i^ere  onljt 
ihadows,  and  known  by  them  to  be  fuch ;  *•  Goi 
having"  all  along  forefeen  and  **  provided  fome 
better  thing  for  us ;"  better  than  any  of  thofe  figuv* 
rative  promifes  which  they  did  receive ;  to  wit,  an 
eternal  redemption,  and  an  eternal  inheritance  f 
tliat,  in  fuch  eternal  redemption  and  inheritance^ 
•<'ihey,  Without  us,  Should  not  be  made  perfeA,*'f 
as  God  intends  that  we,  together  with  them,  at. 
rhe  general  refurredtion,  (hall  be  made  perfect  in. 
heaven. 

If,  then,  the  mothers  in  Judah-  and  Benjamia> 
had  been,  properly  infcudled  in  the  faith  of  the  an- 
cient church,   when  Jeremiah  addrefled  to  them 
the  words  we  have  been  couiidering,  though  they- 
mud  underfland  them  immediately  as  a  promife 
that  their  children  fhould  be  delivered  from  Baby- 
lon, and  brought  back  again  to  their  own  land  5  yet; 
their  thoughts  would  naturally  be  carried  on,  for 
further  comfort,  to  that  other  deliverance  and  re-- 
ftoration  from  death,  promifed  by  all  the  holy  pro-- 
phets,  ilnce  the  world  began ;  even  as  we  may  pre- 
fume  the  thoughts  of  a  Chriftian  parent  would  now** 
be,  whofe  fon  was  a  flave  in  Barbary,  fhould  a  pro- 
phet be  fent  to  him,  with  the  following  meflTage 
from  God  5  "  Your  fon  is  gone  into  captivity,  but 
he  fhall  certainly  be  redeemed  from  it." 

This,  however,  is  indifputable ;  that  in.  the  ap* 
plication  which  St  Matthew  has  taught  us  to  make, 
of  the  paffage,  it  can  admit  of  no  other  conftruc- 
tion  V  becaufe  there  can  be  no  deliverance  from  bo- 
dily death,  but  by  a  bodily  refurre£tion. 

'  Learn 
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Learn  we,  therefore,  and  a  more  important  and- 
ttfeful  Icflbn  cannot  be  learned — whenever  death- 
deprives  us  of  thofe  who  are  near  and- dear  to  us,. 
to  comfort  ourfelves  and  one  another  with  thefe 
words ;  and  let  each  of  us,  as  occafion  for  confola- 
tion  fhall  offer  itfelf,  liften  to  Jeremiah's  .prophecy, 
as  if  it  were  fpoken  to  himfelf ;  "  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  •,  Refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and  thine 
eyes  from  tears ;  for  thy  work  fliall  be  rew^arded, 
faith  the  Lord,  and  they  ihall  covn^i  again  from  the 
Ifind  of  the  enemy.     And  there  is  hope  in  thine 
end,  faith  the  Lord,  that  thy  children,"  thy  rela- 
tions, or  thy  friends,  "  fhall  come  again  to  their- 
own  border;"  that  from  the  dark  and  defolatc  re- 
gions of  the  grave  they  ih^i  come  to  the  light  and 
glory  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  where,  as  holy 
John  tells  us,  "  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  neither* 
forrow,  nor  crying;"*  where  Rachel  Ihall  finally, 
ceafe  her  lamentations,  lay  alide  her  mourning  vcil^ 
and  wipe  away  all  tears  for  ever  from  her  eyes.. 

•  RcY..xxi.  4#- 
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jtnd  when  eight  days  were  accomplijhei  fir  the  circum^ 
aftng  of  the  child y  his  name  ivas  called  Jesus,  which 
was  fo  named  of  the  angel ^  before  he  woj  conceived 
in  tie  womh. 

X  HESE  words  conclude. the  Gafpel  for  the  daf^ 
taken  from  a  cha{»ter  which  hath,  afforded  ample 
matter  of  wonder  and  delight  through  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  joyful  feafon,  when  the  church,  like 
the  bleffed  virgin  mother^  is  never  feen,  but  with 
the  holy  child  in  her  arm«»  By  the  portions  alreadjr 
ieleded  from  it,  we  have  i>een  i?:iade  to  lifteo  to  thcr 
fermon  preached  by  an  angel  upon  the  fubjefl  of 
the  Nativity  \  and  the  fweet  anthem,  fung  bf  the 
choir  of  heaven  immediately  after,  are  ftill  found* 
ing  in  our  ears.  With  the  happy  and  obedient 
fliepberds  we  have  been  at  Bethlehem,  and  there 
have  fcen  *<  this  great  thing  which  is  come  to  pafs^ 
which  the  Lord  hach  made  known  unto  us ;"  and 
have  found  reafon  to  return,  like  them,  **  glorify- 
ing and  praiiing  God  for  all  the  things,  that  we 
have  heard  and  feen,  as  it  was  told  unto  us/^  Nor 
fhall  we  ever  forget,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  (at  leaft,  ne-  . 
▼er,  at  this  hallowed  and  gracious  time)  to  imitate 
her  example,  who  *<  kept  all  thefe  fayings,  and 
pondered  them  in  her  he^t." 

Wcfc 
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Wearenowconilii^cd  from  the  birth  to  the  cir- 
eumcifion  of  our  Kcdtemcr,  an  aceouDt  of  whicli 
immeil lately  follows  the  hiftory  of  the  fliepherds, 
in  the  words  of  the  text.  And  very  meet,  and 
right,  and  our  botinden  duty  it  is,  that  we  Jhould 
at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  employ  our  thoughts 
upon  it;  feeing  it  was  the  begining  of  forrows  to 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  beginning  of  joy,  becaufc 
the  beginning  of  redemption,  to  the  fons  of  menf 
for  whom  the  lirrt  blood  of  the  all-propiiiating  vic- 
tim was  now  fhed.  A  Humbling  block  it  may 
prove  to  the  Jew,  fooliOineis  it  may  appear  to  the 
Greek,  and  to  all  ihofe,  who,  like  the  one,  de&re  a 
Jign  of  earthly  (plendor  and  magnificence,  or,  like 
the  other,  feek  after  the  ivifdom  of  falfe  philofophy; 
but  to  the  intelligent,  and  therefore  humble  belie- 
ver, Chrift,  in  this  ftate  of  weaknefs,  pain,  and 
lorrow,  is  "  thcwifdomof  God"  to  contrive,  "  and. 
the  power  of  God"  to  effeft  the  deliverance  of  his 
people. 

It  is  obfervabic,  that  whenfoever,  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, mention  is  made  of  any  particolar  relative  to 
the  abafement,  the  infirmity,  and  the  fhame,  fub- 
mitted  to  by  Chrift,  it  is  prefenily  contrafted  hj 
fomething  concerning  his  exaltation,  his  power, 
and  his  glory  ;  that  fo,  the  cbjeftion  ariling  in  the 
mind  from  a  view  of  the  former,  may  be  obviated 
at  once  by  the  confideration  of  the  latter,  and  the 
Cliriltian  may  never  lofe  fight  of  that  capital  article 
of  his  faith,  the  union  of  the  two  natures,  divine 
and  human,  in  the  pcrfon  of  his  Saviour.  Thus  we 
behold  him  in  fwadJlicig  clothes;  but  inftantly  we 
hear  the  heavenly  boll  tinging  an  Hallelujah  to  him. 
He  lies  in  a  manger  ;  but  the  brighteft  rtar  in  the 
firmament  points  the  way  to  his  abode.  He  ex- 
pires upon  the  crofs  ;  but  all  nature  fufiers  witU 
bim, 
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liim,  almoft  to  a  diflToiution.  And  thus,  in  the 
kiftance  now  before  us,  he  is  circumcifed  indeed 
on  earth,  as  the  fon  of  Abraham  ;  but  a  name  is 
given  him  from  heaven,  as  the  Son  of  God.  For 
in  thefe  iovrly  and  ignominious  circumftances,  he 
receives  the  name  enjoined  before  to  be  impofed 
on  him  by  the  angel ;  a  name  above  every  name  ; 
a  name  which  evii  fpirits  fear,  and  good  ones  adore ; 
a  name,  at  which  every  knee  fhould  rejoice  to  bowy 
and  which  every  tongue  fhould  exult  to  confefs  ; 
fince  it  is  by  this  name  that  glory  is  given  to  God 
in  the  highd^,  peace  reftored  to  earth  at  war  with 
its  Maker,  and  good  will  ftreams  forth  to  finful 
men. 

In  order  to  unfold  the  myftery  of  the  circum- 
cifion  of  Chrifl,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  enquire 
into  the  inftitution  of  this  rite,  with  the  reafon  and 
end  thereof.  Mofes  (faith  our  Lord  to  the  Jews) 
gave  you  circumciiion,  not  becaufe  it  is  of  Mofes, 
but  of  the  fathers  j"*  this  being  one  of  the  many 
legal  cerenjonies,  which  were  originally  communica- 
ted to  the^  ancient  patriarchs,  and  afterwards  re- 
ordained  in  writing  by  Mofes.  The  firll  account 
of  it  occurs  in  the  hiftory  of  our  father  Abraham  $ 
and  St  Paul  difcourfing  at  large  upon  the  pomt,f 
informeth,  us,  that  it  was  given  as  a  <<  fign  or  feal  of 
the  righteoufnefs,  which  is  by  faith.'*  Now  the 
objeA  of  Abraham's  faith  was  redemption  by  the 
promifed  Seed,  that  is  to  fay,  by  Mcffiah,  who 
ihould  fpring  from  his  loins  ;  and^in  whom,  by 
reafon  of  that  redemption,  <<  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  were  to  be  bleffed"  with  the  bleiEngs  of  eter- 
nity. And  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  fuch  faith, 
confideth  in  the  juiiification  of  believers  by  the 
cutting  off  and  doing  away  the  body  of  iin  through 
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ilhe  facrifice  of  Chrift,  by  which  they  are  par done<^ 
and  made  ht)ly,  being  feparated  from  fin,  and  fia 
from  them,  in  order  to  a  final  ijeparation  from  eve- 
ry thing  that  offendeth,  at  the  rerurredlk>n  of  the 
juft.  This  is  "  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,"  with 
which  Abjraham  having  been  [before  invefted,  he 
received  e^rcucnciiion,  not  as  any  thing  which  could 
make  hip  righteous,  but  as  a^^/i  andy^j/ of  that, 
evangelical  righteoufnefs,  *<  which  he  had  being 
yet  uncircumci(ed ;  to  the  end  that  he  might  be  the 
fether  of  all  them  who  believe,  though  they  be  not 
ctrcumcifed  ;"  and  that  we  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the 
Jews,  might  become  the  children,  and  inherit  the 
bleffing  of » Abraham.  But  from  the  inftitution  of 
this  rite  to  the  manifeftation  of  the  promifed  Seed, 
it  became  to  the  natural  defcendants  of  the  patriarch 
Abraham,  what  baptifm  hath  been  ever  fince  to 
the  fpiritual  progeny  of  him,  who  is,  in  a  much 
higher  fcnfc,  the  Father  of  us  all i  it  became  the  fa- 
crament  of  initiation  into  the  true  church  and  faith. 
Now,  in  a  facrament,  the  outward  and  viiible  figii 
is  intended  to  introduce  us  to  the  inwara  and  fpiri** 
tual  grace  figured  by  it  as  a  Jign^  conveyed  by  it  HA 
%  meatUy  and  infured  by  it  as  a  pledge.  And  what 
the  inward  and  fpiritual  grace  fignified  by  circum« 
cifion  was,  not  only  St  Paul,  but  Mofes  himfetf 
will  teH  us,  who  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  ex« 
prefleth  himfelf  in  thcfe  lefms ;  <<  Circumcife  the 
foreficin  of  your  heart,  and  be  no  more  fUif-neck* 
cd."*  And  again  \  The  Lord  thy  God  will  cirw 
cumcife  thine  heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  feed,  to 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and 
with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  mayeft  livc."f  Frona 
thefe  pafiiages  laid  together,  the  following  truths 
leem  to  be  fairly  deducible  j  namely,  Firit,   1  hat 

circumciiioa 
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tiitcximclfion  was  an  outward  and  vifible  figh  X)f  an 
inward  and  fpiritual  grace  -to  be  wrought  in  the 
heart;    Secondly,  That  this  inward  and  fpiritual 
grace  was  the  cutting  off  and  cafting  away  of^/i; 
Thirdly,  That  for  this  work  they  were  not  fufficient 
as  of  themfelves,  bttt  their  fufficiency  was  of  the  Lord 
^heir  God,  who  would  work  in  them,  and  with  them» 
through  faith,  by  the  holy  Spirit^  Fourthly,  That 
the  effeft  and  confequence  of  this  fpiritual  circum- 
dfion  would  be  the  love  of  God  Ihed  abroad  in  their 
hearts,  with  its  genuine  fruit  bf  unfeigned  obedi«- 
«nce  to  his  commandments ;  and,  Laftly,  That  this 
would  prepare  the  way  to  eternal  life  5  '*  that  thou 
mayeft  live,"  faith  Mofesj  "  that  thou  maycft  live," 
not  only  on  earth,  under  grace,  but  hereafter  in 
glory :  fince  «  purification  of  the  heart"  is  in  order 
to  a  better  life  in  that  celeAial  Canaan,  the  ultimat# 
lend  of  all  the  promifes,  that  good  land  which  the 
Lord  our  God  fliall  give  to  every  Ifraelite  indeed, 
?ind  in  which  he  himfelf,  after  having  been  the 
««  (hield"  jf  Abraham  and  his  feed,  fhall  be  their 
•  «<  exceeding  great  reward."  *    And  fo  it  is  written  ; 
«<  Bleffed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  fliall  fee 
God."f     Thus  do  thefe  two  texts  from  the  wri- 
tings of  Mofes  involve  in  them  the  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel  •,  they  begin  with  the  clcaniing  of  the  heart 
from  iin,  thence  proceeding  on  to  the  love  of  God 
-till  they  terminate  in  the  beatific  vifion  of  him  in  an 
endlefs  life.     And  could  the  Jews  have  read  their 
law,  without  that  veil,  which  infidelity  had  drawn 
'over  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding 5  could  they 
♦have  beheld,    with  open  face,    the  glory  of  the 
Lord,   enflirined  in  the  Mofaic  myfteries;    could 
they  have  difcerned  the  «  apple  of  gold?  through 
the  .«*  net- work  of  filvcr,"  %  inftead  of  miftaking  the 
\''oL.  I.  R  caiket 
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cafket  for  the  jewel  which  it  contained  and  prefeN 
ved  '9  they  had  then/aved  an  Apof^le  the  troul^e 
of  informing  them,  that  <<  he  is  not  a  Jew,  which 
is  one  outwardly,  nor  is  that  circumcifion  which  is 
outward  in  the  fle(h  $  but  he  is  a  Jew»  which  is 
one  inwardly,  and^circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart, 
in  the  fpirit,  and  not  jn  the  letter,  whofe  praife  is 
not  of  men,  bu;  of  God."  * 

We  will  venture  then  to  fuppofe,  that  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  rite  now  before  us,  with  the  reafon 
and  end  thereof,  is  fufficiently  cleared,  and  circum- 
cifion  proved  to  be  a  facramental  fign  of  the  cutf- 
ting  off  and  cafting  away  of  fin  from  the  heart. 
But  what  mean  ye  then,  as  faith  St  Bernard,  by 
circumcifing  the  child  Jefus,  who  did  no  fin,  and 
knew  none  ^  who  was  conceived  in  the  womb  of  a 
^virgin,  by  the  Spirit  of  eternal  purity ;  why  muft 
he  undergo  this  painful  ceremony  ?  To  this  we 
anfwer,  befides  the  example  of  humility  and  obedi- 
ence herein  aftbrded  us  by  our  Lord ;  as  alfo  th€ 
proof  from  hence  refulting  of  the  reality  of  his  hu- 
man nature  ^  befldes  thefe  collateral  confiderations^s 
I  fay  ^  the  reafon  why  Chrift  was,  as  on  this  day, 
circumcifed,  is  the  fame  with  the  reafon  why  he 
was  born,  why  he  lived,  and  why  he  died.  What 
he  did,  and  what  he  fufiered,  he  did  and  fuSered 
not  for  himfelf,  but  for  us.  The  whole  of  this 
momentous  and  falutary  truth  is  exprdTed  by  the 
ApofUe  in  thofe  few  words ;  "  He  was  made  fin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  iin,  that  we  might  become 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him/'  f  He  bore  our 
griefs,  that  we  might  enter  into  his  joy :  he  put  on 
the  bloody  garment  of  fin  and  death,  tluit  we 
might  be  invefted  with  the  white  and  fpotlefs  robes 
of  rightepufnefs  and  life.    Ue  became  not  only  one 

^  Rom.  ii«  a8.  f  %  Cor.  v.  at* 
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fvith  us,  as  the  head  is  with  the  members ;  but  one 
Jbr  us,  or  in  our  Jiead^  as  a  furety  is  for  a  debtor » 
And  therefore,  though,  as  the  all  perfcft  Son  of 
God,  he  could  need  neither  circumcifion  nor  bap* 
tifm,  yet,  as  the  fufFcring  rqprefentative  of  fallen 
human  nature,  he  fubmitted  to  both,  with  the 
fame  view,  namely,  "  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.'^ 
This  was  the  argument  he  xifed  to  John,  in  the 
cafe  of  his  baptifm,  and  it  holdeth  equally  in  that 
of  his  circumcifion.  For  having  once  undertaken 
to  appear  as  our  furety  and  fubflitute,  it  became 
incumbent  on  him  "  to  fulfil  all  righteoufncfs,"  to  . 
perform  what  we  fhould  have  performed,  and  to 
fttfFer  for  what  we  did  not  perform.  As  the  chil- 
dren therefore  were  compounded  of  fiefh  and 
blood,  he  partook  of  the  fame ;  he  was  "  made  of 
a  woman :"  as  they  were  circumcifed,  he  was  cir- 
cumcifed  alfo ;  he  was  *<  made  under  the  law."  * 
And  indeed,  it  had  profited  us  nothing,  that  he 
w^s  made  of  a  woman,  had  he  not  likewife  beea 
<«  made  under  the  law  5"  for  then  the  law  could 
never  have  apprehended  him;  the  law,  with  Its 
penalties,  having  no  concern  with  a  perfon,  who>. 
like  him,  was  not  an  offender  againft  it.  For 
*<  the  law  was  not  made  for  the  righteous,  but 
for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient."  f  We  arc  the 
trsmfgrcflbrs,  the  debtors,  whofe  bond  was  forfeit- 
ed, and  «  the  handwriting  of  condemnation'*  fland-^ 
ing  in  full  force  againft  us.  But  Chrift,  by  fub- 
mitting  to  the  aft  of  circumcifion,  voluntarily  put 
himfclf  under  the  law,  and  took  the  whole  burtheo. 
of  it,  as  he  did  the  crofs,  upon  his  own  fhoulders  t 
fince  it  is  an  axiom  in  theology,  that  *«  if  any  man 
be  circumcifed,  he  is  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole 
law.'*  X     Chrift  therefore,  by  being  circumcifed^  be- 
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refleftidns  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  in  the  or^ 
der  in  which  they  lie. 

Beautiful  and  ftriking  is  the  manner  in  which  il 
is  introduced.  The  prophet  doth  not  coldly  inform 
Jerufalem,  that' her  King  (hould  come  to  her,  and 
that,  when  he  did  come,  flie  ought  to  rejoice^ 
Rapt  into  future  times,  he  feems  to  have  been  pre- 
fent  at  the  glorious  fcene.  Standing  upon  mount 
Olivet,  he  hears  the^Hofannas  of  the  difciples,  and 
bejiolds  the  proceffion  approach  towards  the  gates 
of  Jerufalem :  he  turns  him  (elf  to  the  city,  and 
breaks  forth  in  tranfport,  "  Rejoice  greatly,  O 
daughter' of  Sion  j  iliout,  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem  !^* 
Religion,  then,  hath  i*s  joys  ^  a  prophet  callcth  us 
to  exult  and  fhout ;  and  often  as  this  holy  feafon 
returneth,  the  church  fecondeth  his  call.  Her  fer- 
viccs  difpel  the  gloom  of  melancholy,  and  put  glad- 
iiefs  into  the  hearts  of  all  her  children.  They  are 
"wonderfully  calculated  to  renew  good  impreflions 
in  our  mind^,  to  increafe  our  faith,  to  invigorate 
our  hope,  to  blow  up  the  facred  fires  of  devotion 
and  charity,  and  to  fill  us  with  all  holy  and  hea- 
yenly  tempers.  They  produce  a  joy  "  which  no 
man  taketh  from  us,"  and  in  which  »*  a  flranger 
intermeddleth  not  5"  they  infpire  a  pleafure  which 
no  .pain  can  overcome,  .*of  which  no  time  can  de- 
prive lis,  and  which  death  will  perfe£t  and  enfure 
to  us  for  ever.  Perverfe  Jerufalem  rcjefted  joy,  and 
chofe  forrow  for  her  portion.  Glad  tidings  came 
to  the  Gentiles,  ^and  were  gladly  received.  The 
Ghriflian  chui^ch,  formed  of  them,  is  now  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sion,  and  the  new  Jerul'alem.  To  her  the  pro- 
mifes  a^-e  tratisferred,  and  made  good.  She  there- 
fore obeyeth  the  prophet's  injunftionj  flie  continual- 
ly, with  the  holy  Virgin,  **  magnifieth  the  Lord, 
and  her  fpirlt  rejolceth  in  God  her  Saviour." 

The 
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The  next  words  of  our  prophet  affign  the  reafon 
why  Jerufakni  was  called  upon  to  rejoice,  namely, 
the  approach  of  her  King  ;  <*  Behold  thy  King  co- 
.  -meth  unto  thee."  A  perfon  was  to  vifit  Jerufalem 
who  fliould  defer ve  to  be  emphatically  ftyled  **  her 
King."  The  nations  had  their  kings  and  conquer- 
ors, their  Nebuchadnezzars  and  Cyrus's,  their  A- 
lexanders  and  Cxfars ;  thefc  appeared,  in  their 
turn«,  upon  the  ftage,  contending  for  the  empire  of 
the  world-  Each  performed  the  part  afiigned  him 
by  an  all-direftitig  Providence,  and  then  vanifhed 
away.  Sion  beheld  all  thefe  changes,  and  ftill 
furvived  the  commotions  occaiSoned  by  them.  The 
prophets  had  promifed  her  a  King,  who  ihould  o- 
vercome  her  enemies,  and  triumph  glorioufly;  who 
Ihould  crei\y  in  the  time  of  the  fourth  great  mo* 
narchy,  an  univerfal  and  cvcrlafting  kingdom,  and 
give  laws  to  the  world  ;  nay,  who  Ihould  govern  all 
things  in  heaven  and  earth.  At  the  time  predidt* 
cd,  not  only  Jerufalem  looked  for  a  completion  of 
the  prophecies,  but  the  whole  earth  fat  Rill,  ex- 
ped^ing  that  Judea  fliould  give  her  a  King.  And 
lo,  the  promii'cd  King  of  the  Jews  Js  born  of  the 
royal  houfe  and  lineage  of  David.  All  the  circum- 
ilances.of  his  birth,  the  words  of  his  mouth,  and 
the  actions  of  his  life,  demonftrate  him  to  be  the 
Meflias,  foretold  by  the  prophets  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world.  He  cometh  to  his  own,  and  Je- 
rufalem is  commanded  to  rejoice  and  fliout  ^  but 
his  own  receive  hi^n  not,  and  Jerufalem  turns  a 
deaf  ear  to  th^iC  voices  of  nil  her  prophets,  not  fuffcr- 
ing  herfel/  to  believe  that  any  thing  faid  by  them 
could  refer  to  Jefus  of  Naiareth.  JHer  heart  was 
depraved  and  hardened :  fhe  demanded  to  be  put 
in  pofleiJion  of  the  empire  of  this  world  ;  fhe  det 
pifed  the  appearance  of  her  King,  with  the  accla- 
mations 
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mations  of  an  ignoble  multitude,  and  foon  narled  a* 
SPIRITUAL  monarch  to  the  crofs. 

With  how  difierent  fenfations  are  the  members 
of  the  church  Chriftian  affe<Sled,  when  they  hear 
the  words  of  Zechariah,  «<  Behold,  thy  King  comcth 
unto  thee,"  and  read  the  hiftory  of  their  accom- 
plifhment  in  the  Gofpel  for  this  day.  With  inex- 
prcflible  delight  we  carry  back  our  thoughts  to  that 
happy  2CT2y  when  the  King  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well 
as  the  Jews,  made  his  appearance  in  the  fltih.  We 
join  his  train,  we  attend  him  in  his  progrcfs  to- 
wards Jerufalem,  and  fecm  to  enter  with  him  into 
the  holy  city,  while  "  the  multitude  of  thofe  who 
follow  afttr,  cry,  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  l)avid  ; 
blefled  Is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord/'^ 
When  we  behold  this  fcene,  as  prefented  to  our 
view  at  this  feafon,  we  are  taught  to  conceive  by  it 
a  noble  idea  of  Mefiiah,  at  his  iirft  advent,  uflier- 
ed  into  the  church,  as  her  Lord  and  King,  the  pro* 
phets  going  before,  and  the  apoiHes  following  after 
him,  all  proclaiming  and  bearing  teftimony  to  Je- 
fus,  ail  finging  Hofanna  to  the  ion  of  David,  all 
pronouncing  the  bleffednefs  of  him,  who  thus  cc- 
meth  in  the  name  of  Jehovah.  We  know  that  this 
is  He  to  whom  all  the  pro^  hets  give  witnefs,  and 
that  he  hath  fulfilled  thofe  things  which  were  writ- 
ten of  him.  We  know  that  he  hath  overcome  our 
enemies,  and  triumphed  glorioufly ;  that  he  hath 
erected  an  univerfal  and  everlafting  kingdom,  and 
given  laws  to  the  world  •,  nay,  that  he  doth  govern 
aiUthings  in  heaven  and  earth.  Of  the  manner  in 
which  he  atchieved  his  victories,  and  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  his  kingdcfm,  we  ihall  have  occafioa 
to  fpeak,  as  we  proceed  to  conlider  the  charadler 
which  our  prophet  hath  drawn  of  this  King  of  If- 

raeL 
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rael.      «  He  is  juft,  and  having  falvation,  lowly, 
and  riding  on  an  afs." 

Righteoufnefs,  Salvation,  and  Humility,  diftin- 
guifh  the  pcrfon  and  reign  of  Mcffiah.  Righteouf- 
nefs leads  the  way.  "  He  is  juft,  or  righteous." 
St  Stephen,  in  his  apology  to  the  Jews,  afiirmeth 
the  prophets  to  have  foreftiewn  the  coming  of  Je- 
fus,  under  the  title  of  the  Juft  One.  **  Which  of 
thfe  prophets  have  not  your  fathers  perfecutcd  ?  And 
they  have  flain  them  which  Ihewed  before  of  the 
coming  of.  the  Juft  One ;  of  whom  ye  have  been 
now  the  betrayers  and  murderers."  *  David,  in 
fpirit,  thus  addrefled  King  Mtffiah,  as  we  are  aflu- 
red  by  St  Paul's  application  of  the  paffagc  in  the 
firft  chapter  of  the  epiftle  tp  the  Hebrews.  «  Thy 
throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever ;  a  fceptre  of 
righteoufnefs  is  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom.  Thou 
haft  loved  righteoufnefs,  and  hated  iniquity;  there- 
fore-God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows."  f  Jeremiah 
defcribeth  him  as  righteous  himfelf,  and  as  making 
others  fo.  "  The  days  come  faith  Jehovah,  that 
I  will  raife  unto  David  a  Righteous  Branch :  and  a 
King  fhdl  reign,  and  (hall  profper,  and  fliall  exe- 
cute Judgment  and  Juftice  in  the  earth — And  this 
is  his  name  whereby  he  fhall  be  called,  Jehovah 
OUR  righteousness.":}:  And  indeed,  we  feldoiu 
lind  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  mentioned," but  Righ- 
teouihefs  is  immediately  mentioned,  as  the  firft 
fruits  of  it.  Righteoufnefs,  the  Aftrcea  of  the  an- 
cients, left  the  earth  at  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  re- 
turned again  to  vilit  and  to  blefs  it,  at  the  birth  of 
Chrift.  He  was.  conceived  without  ftain,  lived 
without  fin,  and  died  without  guilt.  He  conver*. 
fed  in  the  world,  yet  contraded  none  of  its  poUu- 

tion^ 
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tion,  but,  li-ke  his  glorious  emblem  the  light,  pafl>- 
cd  through  all  things  undefiled.  His  bittereft  ene- 
mies, Jews  and  Gentiles,  joined  to  atteft  his  up- 
rightnefs^  "  Have  thou  nothing  to  do  with 
that  jiift  man,"*  faid  the  wife  of  Pilate,  Pi- 
late himfelf,  upon  the  ftrifSteft:  examination,  de- 
clared, «  I  find  no  fault  in  this  man."f  Ju- 
das, who  had  every  pollible  opportunity  of  know- 
ing the  charafter  of  his  maftcr,  cried,  out,  in  agony 
of  defpair,  "  I  have  betrayed  the  innocent  blood  ;"  X 
and  the  Roman  centurion,  who  watched  at  the 
crofs,  gave  in  his  evidence,  "  Certainly,  this  was 
a  righteous  man."  ||  The  kingdom  which  he  came 
to  cftablifh  was  a  kingdom  of  Righteoofnefs.  He 
called  men  from  the  ways  of  fin  by  his  fermons,  he 
allured  them  from  its  pleafures  by  his  example,  he 
cleanfed  them  from  its  guilt  by  his  blood,  and  rc* 
fcued  them  from  its  power  by  his  bpirit.  Where 
theGofpel  came,  idolatry  gave  place  to  true  piety; 
every  holy  and  amiable  teippcr  was  planted  and 
flourifhcd  in  the  hearts  of  the  regenerate ;  and  to 
be  a  Chriftian,  was  to  be  every  thing  that  was  ho*- 
jieft,  and  juft,  and  good.  Thus  did  Jefus  of  Na- 
zareth anfwer  his  title  of  "  the  Juft  One,"  and  e- 
vince  himfelf  to  be  the  true  "  Melchifedeck,"  or 
"  King  of  Righteoufnefs."  The  Jews  chofe  not  to 
be  the  fubjedls  of  fuch  a  King,  and  declared,  they 
**  would  riot  have  this  man  to  reign  over  them.'^ 
Therefore  the  kingdom  of  God  was  taken  from 
them,  and.  given  to  a  people  bringing  forth  the 
fruits  thereof.  Be  it  our  care,  while  we  celebrate 
the  advent  of  our  King,  not  to  forget  this  part  of 
his  charafler ;  and  let  us  refl  aflured,  that  if  we 
vould  be  his  fubjefts,  as  well  as  pafs  for  fuch,  and 

(hare 
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(iiite  the  bleffings  of  his  reign,  as  well  as  talk  of 
them,  we  muft  be  like  him.  His  fubjcfts  are  his 
children;  and  none  will  be  finally  owned  by  him 
as  fuch,  who  bear  not  imprefled  upon  them  the 
iimilitude  of  their  Father, 

Salvation  is  the  next  fign  and  token  which  Ze- 
chariah  hath  given  us,  whereby  to  know  the  King 
of  Zion.  **  He  is  juft,  and  having  Salvation.'* 
He  was  to  execute  that  part  of  the  regal  office, 
which  confifteth  in  refcuing  a  people  from  their  op- 
prcflbrs.  Whoever  reads  the  hiftory  of  Ifrael,  finds 
it  to  contain  an  account  of  many  Saviours,  raifed 
up,  at  fundry  times,  for  this  purpofe.  Such  were 
Mofes,  Barak)  Gideon,  Sampion,  and  many  more 
in  the  ages  after  them.  But  no  one  of  thefe  was 
*«  He  that  fhould  come."  They,  like  the  legal 
priefls,  *«  were  not  fufFered  to  continue,  by  rea- 
fon  of  death  5"  the  church  was  flill  taught  to  "  look 
for  another"  and  a  more  glorious  Saviour,  in  the 
latter  days;  the  prophecies  were  fiiir of  the  great 
Salvation  which  he  fhould  efieft;  fo  great,  that, 
in  Xromparifon  of  it,  former  deliverances  were  not 
to  be  mentioned,  unlefs  as  fhadows  and  faint  refem* 
blances  of  that  grand  and  complete  one.  At  the 
time  appointed,  Jefus  of  Nazareth  appeared  in  this 
character,  and  brought  his  credentials  with  him, 
the  authenticity  of  which  was  fairly  allowed  by  a 
mafter  in  Ifrael ;  <*  No  man  can  do  thefe  miracles 
that  thou  doeil,  except  God  were. with  him.*'  At 
the  birth  of  Chrift,  an  herald  from  heaven  proclaim- 
ed him  to  the  (hepherds  by  this  fiyle  and  title.  *«  Be- 
hold, I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
(hall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this 
day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour."  And  if 
tidings  of  Salvation  are  not  tidings  of  joy,  what  ti- 
dings can  be  fuch  ?  The  greater  the  Salvation,  the  ^ 

greate' 
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greater  ought  to  be  the  joy.  And  what  is  the  Ac* 
liverance  of  a  lingle  people  from  a  temporal  adver- 
firy,  when  compared  with  the  Salvation  of  the 
whole  world  from  the  opprefSon  of  the  fpiritual 
enemy;  from  (in,  and  ficknefs,  and  forrow,  and 
pain,  and  death,  and  hell  ?  This  was  the  Salvation 
which  Jefus  undertook  to  effect ;  and  his  miracles 
declared  him  equal  to  the  mighty  tafk.  He  for- 
gave fin,  he  healed  ficknefs,  he  difpelled  forrow, 
be  removed  pain,  he  raifed  the  dead,  he  caft  out 
devils.  Had  not  the  prop^iet  reafon  to  cry  out, 
*<  Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion ;  fhout,  O 
daughter  of  Jerufalem;  behold,  thy  King,  behold, 
thy  righteous  Saviour  cometh  unto  thee  ?"  But  the 
daughter  of  Zion  would  have  fhut  her  gates  againft 
this  righteous  Saviour  j  the  daughter  of  Jerufalem 
renounced  her  part  and  portion  in  fuch  Salvation. 
She  had  fet  her  heart  upon  being  great  in  this 
world,  whereas  Chrift  came  to  make  her  fo  in  ano- 
ther. And  whenever  Chriftians  (hall  refemble  Jews 
in  the  turn  of  their  affe<^ions,  whenever  they  fliall 
regard  religon  only  as  a  means  of  aggrandizing 
themfelves  upon  earth,  in  their  hearts  they  will  en- 
tertain the  fame  notion  of  the  Salvation  of  Jefus, 
and  the  fame  contempt  for  it,  that  the  Jews  did* 
But  let  the  fufferings  of  Jerufalem  warn  us,  that 
we  lliare  not  in  her  guilt,  left  we  Ihare  alfo  in  her 
punifhment,  and  come  into  the  fame  condemnation* 
We  a^knowlege  for  our  Saviour  the  perfon  whom 
Ifrael  rejefted.  Let  us  not  miftake  the  nature  of 
his  Salvation.  «  He  (hall  be  called  Jesus,"  faith 
the  angel  to  his  holy  mother,  "  for  he  £hall  favt 
his  people  from  their  sins."* 

As  the  Salvation  to  be  wrought  by  King  Meffiah 
was  to  be  f©  difi^*erent  from  that  wrought  by  all  o* 

thcr 
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^K  kings  and  conquerors)  different  likewife  was 
to  be  his  appearance  and  demeanour.  **  Behold, 
thy  King  cotneth  unto  thee  *,  he  is  juft,  and  having 
falvation,  lowly,  and  riding  on  an  afs."  This  is 
demonftration  agamft  the  Jew5,  that  how  great  fo« 
ever,  in  the  end,  the  external  glory  of  Meffiah  is 
to  be,  (and  neither  they  nor  we  can  fet  that  too 
high)  yet  he  was  once  to  vifit  his  people  in  great 
humility ;  he  was  to  appear,  at  his  firft  advent,  in 
-a  ftate  of  humiHation.  The  nature  of  his  underta- 
king  required  it,  and  their  own  law  and  prophets 
are  clear  and  exprefs  xipon  the  fubjeft.  Though 
'God,  he  was  to  become  man ;  «'  A  virgin  fliall 
xonceive,  and  bear  a  fon,  and  they  fiiall  call  his 
name  Immanuel,  which  is,  being  interpreted,  God 
WITH  us."  *  He  was  to  be  "  a  man  of  forrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief  j"  a  man  without  *«  form 
or  comelinefs,"  f  without  the  glare  of  t)utward  fplen- 
-dor  to  recommend  him ;  *<  his  vifage,'^  on  the  con- 
trary, by  fuffering  affliftion,  was  to  be  **  marred 
more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the 
ions  of  men."  :|:  He  was  to  keep  the  law,  and  to 
^ie  for  fin.  <<  Sacrifice  and  oSering  thou  wouldeft 
not — burnt  ofiering  and  fin  ofiering  haft  thou  not 
required.  Then  faid  I,  lo  I  come :  in  the  volume 
of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me  ;  I  delight  to  do  thy 
will,  O  my  God,  yea  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.  || 
He  made  his  foul  an  offering-  for  fin  j  he  was  cut 
off"  out  of  the  land  of  the  living ;  he  made  his  grave 
with  the  rich."  §  If  words  can  render  any  thing 
plain,  it  is  plain  from  thefe  paflages,  that  Mefliah 
Vas  to  be  an  humble  and  a  fuffering  charafter. 
The  types  and  the  prophecies  are  as  pofitive  for 
his  humiliation,  as  they  are  for  his  exaltation ;  nor 
Vol.  I.  I  could 

•  Ifai.  vii.  f4.  Matt.  i.  13.        f  I^^i.  liii.        t  Ifai.  Hi.  14. 
I  Pf.  »1. .  7.    H«b.  X.  7.  5  Ifal  liii. 
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could  any  one  perfon  accomplifb  them  all,  withoiit 
being  equally  remarkable  for  lowlineis  and  meek- 
xicfs,  glory  and  honour.     The  modern  Jews,  fen- 
^ble  of  this,  have  framed  to  themfelves  two  Mef- 
fiahs ;  one,  Ben  Jofeph,  of  the  tribe  of  JEphraim, 
defigned  to  be  poor  and  contemptible,  and  to  u]>> 
4ergo  great  indignities ;  the  other,  Ben  David,  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  who  is  to  be  vidlorious,  to  con- 
quer all  the  earth  before  them,  and  to  live  for  ever 
in  temporal^randeur.     This  idle  dream,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  the  whole  Old  Teftament,  and  un- 
kndwn   to   their   expofitors  before   Chrift,  came, 
ihiCws  us,  that  blindnefs  hath  happened  to  Ifrael 
not  for  want  of  light,  but  becaufe  they  have  fhut 
their  eyes  againft  it  till  they  cannot  now  open  them, 
,to  behold  the  brightnefe  of  its  fliinning ;  to  view 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  as  the  end  of  their  law,  and  the 
?accomplifhment  of  their  prophecies-  To  an  unprcju- 
<liced  perfon,  acquainted  with  tliat  law,  and  thofe 
prophecies,  the  fight  of  the  lowly  Jefiis,  entering  Je- 
.,Tufalern  in  great  humility,  and  in  ftill  greater,  bow- 
ing his  head  and  expiring  on  mount  Calvary,  is  a  no 
lefs  ftriking  evidence  of  iiis  being  the  Meffiah,  than 
his  glorious  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  and  trium>- 
phant  afcenfion  into  heaven.     The  Scriptures  muft 
needs  be  fulfilled,  in  one  refpe^,  as  well  as  the  other. 
Thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fufier,  and  thus  it  beho- 
ved him  to  humble  himfelf,  in  order  to  his  fufiering. 
Through  pride  Adam  fell,  and  therefore  by  lowli- 
•nefs  muft  Chrift  be  exalted.     "  An  haughty  fpirit 
^oeth  before  a  fallj  but  before  honour  is  Humility."* 
In  this  ftate  of  meeknefs  and  lowlinefs,  was  Chrift 
to  gain  a  complete  victory  over  the  enemies  of  man's 
Salvation.     The  warfare  was  new,  and  it  is  no  won?-         j 
^er,  that  the  weapons  employed  in  it  ihould  be  un- 
common, 

♦  Pfov  Kviif   I  a* 
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comimm.  Other  warriors  prepare  their  horfes  and^ 
their  chariots,  their  bows,  their  fpears,  and  their- 
fhtelds.  But  Meffiah  difarms  his  followers,  in  or-- 
der  that  they  may  overcome.  For  thus  our  pro- 
phet goes  on ;  "  And  I  will  cut  oft'  the  chariot  froin* 
£phraim,  and  the  horfe  from  Jerufalem,  and  the 
battle  bow  ihall  be  cut  oif :  And  he  ihall  fpeak 
peace  unto  the  heathen."  Could  a  plainer  declara^ 
tion  have  been  made,  that  the  conquefts  of  Meifiah 
were  not  to  be  of  a  fecular  nature ;  that  his  king* 
doni  was  not  of  this  world  ?  «  If  aiy  kingdom  were 
of  this  world,"  faith  he  himfelf,  "  then  would  my, 
iervants  fight,"  *  But  lo,  he  taketh  from  them  the 
weapons  of  war.  Was  there  a  fhield  or  fword  feen 
;imong  the  thoafands  of  the  Ifrael  of  God  ?  No^ 
fiiield,  but  that  of  faith ;  no  fword,  but  that  of  the 
bpirit.  Like  their  great  leader,  they  encountered 
tiieir  adveriaries  with  patience,  and  overcame  by 
iuffering.  So  far  was  the  advent  of  Chrift  front' 
carrying  with  it  any  appearance  of  war,  that  the  na- 
tions at  the  time  lay  hufhed  in  the  tranquillity  of 
an  univerfal  peace.  "  He  fpake  peace  to  the  hea-- 
then,"  as  well  as  to  his  own  people  the  Jews.  The: 
waves  of  this  troublefome  world  ceafed  to  tofs  them- 
felves,  and  a  delightful  calm  feemed  to  forebode 
the  approach  of  thofe  halcyon  days,  when  the 
Prince  of  Peac^  fhould  make  his  abode  amongft  us  ;: 
like  the  ftillnefs  of  that  hallowed  night,  on  which 
the  angelic  choir  defcended,  to  fing  "  Peace  on 
earth  j"  peace  with  God,  by  the  pardon  of  fin^ 
peace  with  ourfelves,  by  the  anfwer  of  a  clear  cor.— 
fcience  j  peace  with  one  another,  by  mutual  chari^ty— 
O  divine  Peace,  how  lovely  and  how  pleafant  doft 
thou  appear  !  How  happy  and  heavenly  is  the  king- 
dom of  Mefliah,  where  thou  art  to  be  found !  Who 

I  2  would.. 
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would  not  wifli  to  fee,  who  would  not  labour  to* 
promote  the  full  accomplifhment  of  the  laft  claufe 
of  the  prophecy  we  have  been  coniidering,  in  the 
cxtenfion  of  this  kingdom  and  dominion  of  Chrift 
**  from  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends, 
of  the  earth  *,"  that  fo  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
might  remember  themfelves,  and  turn  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  as  many  did  at  the  fir  {I  preaching  of  his 
Gofpel.     And  let  the  daughter  of  Zion  lead  the* 
way,  reftored  to  her  pre-eminence  among  the  chur-* 
ches.     We  will  not  envy  her  the  honour,  as  fhe* 
formerly  envied  us  Gentiles,  but  rather  rejoice  and* 
ihout  with  her,  in  the  day  when  {he  ihall  be  led  to^ 
acknowledge  her  King ;  the  King  of  Righteoufnefs, 
Salvation,  and  Peace;   the  once  lowly,  but  now 
highly  exalted  Jefus  of  Nazareth  j  who,  as  at  this 
time,  came  to  viiit  us  in  great  humility,  and  ihall 
come  again,  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  judge  the* 
world ;  when  we  ihall  behold  him,  glorious  as  Je-. 
rufalem  herfelf  can  wifh,  riding  upon  the  heavens, 
in  power  and  majci^y  unutterable,  amidit  the  ac-^ 
clamations  of  faints  and  aYigek^ 
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^     Behoidi  he  ccmeth  with  clouds^  and  every  eyejhallfee  him^y 
^         afid  they  alfo  that  pierced  him  ;  and  all  the  hitidr^ds  cf ' 
the  earth  Jhall  wail  becatife  of  hinu    Even  foy  Amen, 

X  r  is  the  peculiar  fupputation  of  the  Chriftian 
churchy  as  a  pious  writer  well  obferves,  to  begin 
the  year,  and  to  commence  the  annual  courfe  of  her 
f^rvices,  at  this  time  of  Advent,  herein  diiFering 
from  all  other  nccounts  of  time  whatfoever.     The 
realbn  of  which  feeins  plainly  to  be  this,  becaufe  in 
the  numbering  her  days,  and  meafuring  her  fea-- 
fons,  fhe  does  not  fo  much  regard  the  iiin  in  tbc 
firm^ament,  as  the  great  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  her 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Svho  is  in  heaven.     She  confi-» 
ders  herfclf  as  "  redeemed  from  the  earth  •,"  *and  - 
therefore  no  longer  confined  to  the  calculations  of 
-  ^he  world,  or  obliged  to  direft  herfelf  by  the  cour- 
fes^of  the  material  luminaries.     It  is  her*  employ- 
ment to  make  known  to  her  children  the  time  of  ;" 
fal  vat  ion,  .called  in  Scripture,  "  the  year  of  the  re- 
deemed •,"   and  this  year  was  introduced   by  the 
cverlafting  day-fpring  from  on  hgh  vifiting  her; 
whereby  fhe  became,  what  the  Sprit  ftyles  her,  in 
the  Revelation,  "  a  city  that  h  s-  no  need  of  the; 
fun,  neither  of  the  moon  to  ihuaein  it,  for  the^ 
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Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  and  the  glory 
thereof.'* 

The  leflbns  and  fervices  therefore  for  the  four 
firft  Sundays  in  her  liturgical  year  propofe  to  our 
meditations  the  twofold  Advent  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift)  teaching  us  that  it  is  he  who  was  to  come, 
and  did  come  to  redeem  the  world ;  and  that  it  is 
he  alfO)  who  ihall  come  again,  to  be  our  judge. 
Thefe  two  Advents  involve  in  them  and  compre- 
hend between  them  the  whole  counfel  of  God  for 
the  redemption  of  mankind,  by  the  coming  of 
Chrift  in  the  flefh,  with  the  final  iffuc  of  that 
counfel  in  refpeft  of  each  individual,  to  be  mani- 
fefted  at  his  coming  to  judgment. 

The  end  propofed  by  the  church,  in  fetting  thefe 
two  appearances  of  Chrift  together  before  us,  at 
this  time,  is,  to  beget  in  our  minds  proper  difpoli- 
tions  to  celebrate  the  one,  and  expeft  the  other ; 
that  fo,  with  joy  and  thankfulnefs,  we  may  now 
<*  go  to  Bethlehem,  and  fee  this  thing  whicte  is  come 
to  pais,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us'* 
even  the  Son  of  God  come  to  vilit  us  in  great  hu- 
mility ;  and  thence,  with  faith  unfeigned,  and  hope 
immoveable,  afcend  in  heart  and  mind  to  meet  the 
fame  Son  of  God  in  the  air,  coming  in  glorious  ma- 
jefty,  to  judge  the  quick  and  dead. 

And  certainly,  if  any  thing  can  lead  men  to  re- 
pentance, and  turn  the  hearts  of  the  difobedient  to 
the  wifdom  of  that  Juft  One,  the  wifdom  which 
maketh  wife  unto  falvation,  through  faith  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  it  muft  be  the  united  conliderations  of  his 
mercy,  and  his  juftice :  his  infinite  mercy  during 
the  day  of  grace,  when  all  iins,  that  can  be  repent- 
ed of,  are  forgiven  unto  men  j  his  inexorable  juf- 
4:ice  at  the  day  of  retribution,  when  he  fhall  infalli- 
bly render  unto  every  man  according  as  his  work 
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ihall  be.  And  perhaps  there  is  no  better  method: 
of  ftlrring  up  our  wills  to  procure  an  intereftj  or  of 
diicovering  the  intereft  we  already  poiTefs  in  the 
love  of  Chrift,  than  by  viewing  in  their  proper  co- 
lour's the  terrors  of  his  judgment^  as  they  will  (hew 
themfelves  to  the  aftoniflied  world  at  that  awful 
hour  of  his  fecond  Advent ;  when  the  mafk  put. 
upon  falfe  principles  and  evil  anions  (hall  drop  off, 
and  all  things  be  eftimated  by  the  meafures  of 
Chriftianity,  and  the  ftandard  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus. 

The  words  of  the  divine  and  well  beloved  Jofin 
BOW  read  are,  it  is  prcfumcd,  not  improper  for  this 
purpofe,  as  they  evidently  fall  in  with  the  defign  of 
our  church  at  this  feafoni  and  fpeak  the  fame  lan« 
guage  with  her  Advent  fervices— -"  Behold,  he 
cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him, 
and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him  \  and  all  the  kin- 
dreds of  the  earth  fliall  wail  becaufe  of  him.  Even 
fo.  Amen." 

In  thefe  words  we  may  obferve, 

I.  Chrift's  Advent  to  judgment,  with  the  man- 
ner of  it ;  <*  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds." 

II.  The  circumftance  of  the  world's  beholding 
him,  and  the  effeft  it  fhall  produce ;  <*  E- 
very  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  that 
pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him." 

III.  The  faith  and  hope  of  the  church,  dif- 
played  by  her  wifliing  and  praying  for  his 
manifeftation,  notwithflanding  all  the  ter- 
rors that  are  to  attend  it  \  <<  Even  fo.     A- 


men." 


I,  Then  we  are  to  confider  Chrifl's  Advent  to 
judgment.  There  is  fomething  wonderfully  awful  and 
affefting  in  the  fhort  defcription  the  text  gives  us 
of  it.    The  beautiful  manner,  particularly^  in  which 
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ik  is  introduced,  is  worthy  notice.    St  John,  having . 
occafion  to  mention  his  dear  Lord  and  mafter^.at. 
whofe  command  he  wrote  this  epidle  to  the  church- 
es, fired  and  tranfpofted  at  the  glorious  name,  runs- 
on  with  amazing  rapidity,  enumerating  the  bleffings 
of  the  Redemption  which  is  by  him ;  and  having, 
carried  him  from  his  crofs  to  his  throne,  and  afcribed 
all  glory  to  him  fitting  upon  it,  immediately  he  fees 
him  in  the  clouds,  and  breaks  forth  in  the  words 
of  the  text.     The  whole  paflage  runs  thus  ;  "  John 
to  the  feven  churches,  which  are  in  Afia,  Grace  be 
unto  you,  and  peace  from  him  which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to  come ;  and  from  the  feven 
fpirits  which  are  before  his  throne ;  and  from  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  who  is  the  faithful  witncfs,    and  the 
firft  begotten  from  the  dead,  and  the  prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth;  unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blooc^,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father  j. 
iintc  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  evrr. 
Amen — Behold,  he  cometh  !"     It  is  evident  like- 
wife,  at  firft  fight,  how  well  this  pjdden  and  abrupt 
introdudlion  is  cakulated.to  awaken  our  attention  to 
what  follows.     <«  The  corruptible  boiiyi  alas,  prefi- 
cxh  down  the  foul  that  mufeth  on  many  things,'* 
and  cfpecially  when  it  mufeth  on  the  things  of  e- 
ternity.    Multitudes  lie  afleep  in  their  fins,  amufed 
with  delufive  dreams;    dead  to  their  true  views 
and  interefi:s,  as  a  corpfe  fleeping  in  the  duft  is 
dead  to  the  views. and  interefts  of  this  life.    There- 
fore the  Holy  Spirit,  about  to  make  proclamation  = 
of  Chrift's  fecond  Advent,  firil  founds  a  trumpet 
in  Sion,  and  an  alarm  in  the  holy  mountain,  and 
uihers  it  in  with  an  emphatical — Behold!  which,, 
like  the  voice  of  that  wakeful  bird  that  gives  the 
firft  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  morning,  and  as  a 
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prelade  to  the  Archangel's  trump)  which  is  to  givr* 
notice  of  the  laft  morning  that  ihall  ever  riie  upont 
the  world,  b  defigned  to  awaken  a  careiefs  and  in« 
dolent  generation  out  of  its  lethargy,  importing  the 
fame  in  this  place,  with  thofe  other  freqitent  calls 
of  the  apoflles  and  prophets — «  Awake,  thou  that« 
fleeped,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  ihalL 
give  thee  light.    Arife,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  comings 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  riiing  upon  thee/' 

"  Behold  he  cometh  !'*  And  is  not  this  a  fight* 
moft  worthy  of  our  attention  ?  Is  it  not  very  mcet^ 
right,  and  our  bounden  duty,  that  we  ihould  be« 
hold  It  ?   That  we  fhould  open  the  eyes  of  our- 
£iJth,  which  the  bewitching  cup  of  pleafure  and 
vaoity,  mingled  by  a  deceitful  world  for  our  de* 
Aru£tion,  has  charmed  to  ileep  i  That  we  fhould^ 
<>  lift  up  our  heads,  and  look  up^  to  fee  our  re- 
demption drawing  nigh?"  For  draw- nigh  it  will 
and  it  does,  whether  we  confider  it,  or  not.    Eve- 
ry evening  takes  a  day  from  the  world's  duration*. 
The  portion  of  the  wicked  is  fo  much  lefs,  and  the^ 
time  of  their  punifhment  fo   much  approached*. 
The  fufi«riags  of^  the  patient  fo  much  diminifhed^ 
and  their  hopes  of  deliverance  fo  much  increafed*. 
Nay,  every  clock  that  ftrikes  bids  us  recolle6b,  that 
the  promife  of  Chrift  has  then  received  an  addi-. 
tlonal  force ;  "  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  according  as. 
bis  work  fhall  be."      Fhe  precife  day  and  hour 
knoweth  no  man.     Though-probably,  as  it  was  at 
his  firfl:  Advent,  fo  likewife  will  it  be  at  his  fecond. 
The  faithful  fervants,  who  are  watching  for  the  re- 
turn of  their  Lord,  and  "  looking  for  redemption 
in  Jerufalem,"  will  be  able,  by  the  books  or  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  figns  of  the  times,  to  tell  when 
Ukie  day  i$.  approaching.     But  what  avails  a  curious 
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difquifitlon  upon  the  exaft  period  of  the  world's 
diflblution  ?  What  is  likely  to  be  the  fate  of  thofe 
xnalefadtors,  who,  inftead  of  preparing  for  their 
trial,  fpend  the  foiall  portion  of  time  allotted  them,. 
in  difputing  with  each  other  concerning  the  hour 
in  which  the.  trumpet  fliall  found,  and  the  judge 
make  his  entry  ?  In  this,  above  all  other  cafes, 
*«  blefled  is  the  man  that  fcareth  alwavs.  Bleifed 
is  that  fervant,  who,  whether  his  mafter  cometh  at 
the  fecond  watch,  or  whether  he  cometh  at  the 
third  watch,"  is  ready  to  receive  him,  and  exhibit 
his  accounts.  BleiTed,  in  fhort,  is  he,  and  he  only, 
who  hears  continually  thefe  words  of  the  beloved 
John  'y  "  Behold,  he  cometh." 

He  cometh,  indeed  !  But  how  changed  ?  H«w 
different  his  appearance,  from  what  it  once  was  i 
How  fhall  we  be  able  to  conceive  of  it  as  it  defcrves, 
to  raifc  our  thoughts  from  the  voice  of  the  tender 
bftbe  in  the  manger,  bewaiHng  our  fins  that  brought 
him  thither,  to  the  voice  of  the  Hnn  of  God,  from 
which  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fhall  fly  avvay,  and 
no  place  be  found  for  them  any  more  for  ever ! 
Tet  fo  it  is»  Behold,  he  who  came  in  fwaddling 
clothes,  cometh  with  clouds*  He  who  came  to 
preach  the  day  of  falvation,  cometh  again  to  pro- 
claim the  day  of  vengeance.  He  who  was  led  as  a 
a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  leads  his  ten  thoufands  to 
the  prey,  as  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  He 
who  cried  not,  nor  lifted  up  his  voice  againf^  his 
enemies  upon  earth,  thunders  with  the  glorious 
voice  of  his  excellency  againfl  them  from  heaven. 
He  whor  never  brake  a  bruifed  reed,  rules  the  na- 
tions with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  breaks  them  in  pieces 
Kke  a  potter's  vefTel.  He  who  quenched  not  the 
fmoking  flax,  extinguiflies  the  great  lights  of  the 
world  y  darkens  the  fun^  and  turns  the  moon  into 
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blood  \  commands  the  ftars  from  their  ftations,  and 
the  dead  from  their  graves ;  (hakes  the  powers  of 
lieaven,  and  the  foundations  of  the  earthy  and  all 
hearts,  that  are  not  fixed  on  him. 

The  trumpet  founds,  and  he  is  coming!  The  ever* 
lading  gates  of  heaven,  which  lifted  up  their  keads 
for  the  King  of  Glory  to  enter  in,  are  again  Lifted 
up ;  and  heboid  the  proceilion  that  comes  forth  of 
them,  defcending  to  this  lower  world,  as  it  is  de- 
fer ibed  by  one  who  faw  it  in  a  vifion.  I  faw  heaven 
opened,  and  behold  a  white  horfe,  and  he  that  fat 
upon  him  was  called  faithful  and  true,''  the  accom- 
plifher  of  all  his  promifes  i  <<  and  in  righteoufnefs 
he  doth  judge"  the  world,  and  ««  make  war"  againft 
all  that  oppofe  him.  "  His  eyes  were  as  a  flatnc 
of  fire,"  difcerning  and  deftroying  the  counfels  of 
his  adverfaries ;  "  and  on  his  head  were  many 
crowns ;"  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  were  be- 
come his ;  <<  and  he  had  a  name  written,  that  no 
man  knew,  but  he  himfelf,"  the  ineifable  name  of 
the  divine  efietice.  "  And  he  was  clothed  with  a 
vefture  dipt  in  blood,"  the  garment  of  vengeance. 
«  And  his  name,"  by  which  he  is  known  to  men, 
«^  is  called,  the, Word  of  God.  And  the  armies 
which  were  in  heaven  followed  him  upon  white 
horfes,"  attending  him  in  his  glory,  «  clothed  in  fine 
linen  white  and  ctean,"  which  is  the  rtghteoufnefs 
of  faints.  <<  And  out  of  his  mouth  goeth  a  fharp 
fword,"  namely,  his  holy  word,  «  that  with  it  be 
ibould  fmite  the  nations.  And  he  fhall  rule  them," 
that  have  rejetted  the  golden  fceptrc  of  mercy, 
<«  with  a  rod  of  iron.  And  he  treadeth  the  wine<» 
prefs  of  the  fiercenefs  and  wrath  of  Almighty  God. 
And  he  hath  on  his  vefture  and  on  his  thigh  ft 
name  written.  King  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords." 
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^hen  Jofhua,  at  the  head  of  the  armies  of  Ifrael, 
Itirrounded  Jericho,  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet, 
'-the  walls  fell  Hat.  When  the  divine  Joftiua,  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  of  the  true  Ifrael  of  God,  the 
church  triumphant,  furrounds  this  city  of  deftruc- 
tion,  can  the  event  be  otherwife  ?  Affuredly  it  can- 
not. The  ftrength,  beauty,  and  glory  of  the  world 
yrill  hWf  and  come  to  nothing,  at  the  momenrt 
when  the  trumpet,  founding  from  the  one  end  of 
heaven  to  the  other,  (hall  give  notice,  that  the 
judge  of  all  the  earth  is  coming  to  his  judgment- 
dfeat  in  the  ait.  The  throne  that  fhall  be  there  e- 
refted  for  him  is  thus  defcribed  by  Daniel— <*  I  be- 
held till  the  thrones  were  caft  down,  and  the  an- 
tient  of  days  did  fit ;  whofe  garment  was  white  sa 
fnow,  and  the  hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool. 
His  throne  was  like  the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels. 
as  burning  fire;  a  fiery  dream  iflued,  and  came 
forth  from  before  him:  thoufand  thoufands  mini^- 
flcred  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou- 
fand flood  before  him.  The  judgment  was  fet, 
and  the  books  were  opened."  In  the  clouds  over 
our  heads  is  this  judgment- feat  to  be  formed,  as  it 
is  alfo  written  in  the  book  of  Pfalms — "  Clouds 
and  darknefs  are  round  about  him,  righteoufnefs 
•and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne.^* 
From  amidft  this  thick  darknefs  the  lightnings, 
thofe  fwift  executioners  of  divine  vengeance,  fhali 
flafh  abroad  over  the  earth  while  ten  thoufand 
thunders,  rolling  forth  from  the  glorious  God  that 
maketh  them,  fhall  at  once  utter  their  tremendous 
voices :  as  it  is  written  again  in  the  fame  book  of 
Pfalms — **  Our  God  fhall  come,  and  fhall  not 
•keep  filence,*'  as  once,  when  like  a  fheep  dumb  be- 
fore his  fliearers  he  opened  not  his  mf>uth.  '^  A 
6re  fhall  now  devour  before  him,  and  it  fhall  be 
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Tcrjr  tempeftuous  round  about  ,bim-  The  Lord," 
levea  the  Lord  Jcfus,  (<  (ball  thunder  out  of  bea^ 
veiij  and  the  bigheft  give  his  thunder,  bail  ftones 
and  coals  of  fire."  By  the  bright nefs  of  his  coming 
all  enemies  flull  Toon  be  confuoied,  all  clouds  iball 
pafs  away  ;  and  the  judge  fhall  appear  upon  bis  ra« 
diant  throne,  like  his  emblem  the  funj  fo  that 
tbere  {ball  •not  be  a  tongue  but  moft  oi^n  with  the 
church,  in  her  triumphant  fong,  **  Heaven  and 
earth  are  full  of  the  majefty  of  tfiy  g^ory.**  And 
as  Chrift  upon  his  thrpne,  like  the  fun,  viU  fe^ 
all,  fo,  like  the  fun,  be  will  be  feen  of  all,  wbicb 
brings  us  to  the 

11.  Thing  to  be  confidered,  namely,  the  circum* 
ftance  of  mankind  beholding  him,  with  the  efi^eft 
it  (hall  produce  upon  them;  "  Every  eye  iball  fee 
him',  and  they  alio  that  pierced  him}  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  earth  fliall  wail  becaufe  of  him.'' 

The  judge  being  feated  on  bis  throne,  and  all 
things  fubdued  to  him,  "  before  him,  fball  be  ga» 
thered  all  nations,"  all  the  innumerable  multitudes 
of  men^'and  Vomen  that  have  lived  in  every  age, 
and  every  country.  Every  eye  fball  fee  the  God 
that  made  it,  and  commanded  it  to  be  pure,  and 
fingle.  How  it  has  fulfilled  his  commandment^ 
will  then  be  known.  The  Sight  of  Chrift  upon  }u$ 
throne  will  be  a  trying  fight ;  the  effefts  of  it  will 
enter  the  heart  lil^^  the  piercings  of  a  fword,  and 
reveal  all  its  thoughts  in  the  countenance  \  hypb^ 
crify  fball  then  be  no  more.  **  Every  eye  fball  fee 
bim."  But  who  fhall  be  able  to  endure  the  fight  ? 
Even  **  they  that  pierced  him"  mufl  «*  look  on  him 
Vhom  they  pierced."  Pilate  will  behold  the  poor, 
defpifed  Galilean^  whom  he  fcourged,  and  deliver* 
ed  to  be  crucified,  now  ready  to  judge  him,  and  all 
the  world.     Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who  mock- 
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«d  and  fet  him  at  nought,  will  fee  him  encompafled 
with  ten  thouiands  of  faints  and  angels^  about  to 
fpeak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  trouble  them  in 
iiis  fore  difpleaiure.  A  corrupt  temporifing  Sanhe* 
drim,  who  were  inftant  with  loud  voices  that  he 
might  be  crucified,  will  fee  heaven  and  earth  flie 
away  before  the  face  of  that  prieft,  of  whom  they, 
kis  repreientatives,  were  the  betrayers  and  murder- 
ers. They  who  plaited  and'  put  on  the  crown  of 
thorns,  ifaali  be  firuck  blind  with  rays  of  glory 
beaming  from  his  facred  head.  And  they  who 
drove  the  nails,  and  he  who  thruft  the  fpear  into 
his  fide,  fhall  fee  that  fame  Jefus,  whom  they  pier- 
ced, exalted  above  every  name  that  is  named  in 
lieaven  and  earth. 

But  think  not  that  the  Jews,  who  crucified  Chrift, 
are  the  only  perfons  that  will  have  reafon  to  trem- 
ble at  tins  fight.  There  are  others,  who  may  dread 
it,  as  well  as  they.  Thofe,  whofe  fijiis,  yet  unre- 
pented  of,  iharpened^the  nails,  and  pointed  Qvery 
thorn.  Thofe  carelefs  ones,  who  are  at  eafe; 
whofe  hearts,  harder  than  the  rocks,  that  rent 
afunder  at  his  crucifixion,  remain  unmoved  at 
the  fight  of  the  Son  of  God,  dying  upon  the  crofs 
for  them,  and  calling  from  thence  to  a  thoughtlefs 
vroM — "  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pais  by  ? 
Behold,,  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  unto 
my  forrow  which  is  done  tmto  me,  wherewith  the 
Lord  hath  afliifted  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger." 

Bifhop  Taylor,  in  one  of  his  Advent  fermons, 
|ias  an  expoftulation  with  a  finner  upon  this  fubjeft, 
which  is  fo  juft,  beautiful,  and  affefting,  and  fo  in- 
finitely beyond  any  thing  I  can  offer,  that  I  fhall 
not  only  have  your  pardon,  but  your  thanks,  for 
reciting  it.  «  It  was  for  thy  fake  that  the  judge 
did  fuffer  unfpe^ble  pains,  fuck  as  were  fufficient 
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to  reconcile  all  the  world  to  God.  And  to  confi* 
der  that  thou  haft,  for  thy  own  particular,  made  all 
this  in  vain  and  ineffeAive  ?  that  Chrift  thy  Lord 
and  judge  fhould  be  tormented  for  nothing ;  that 
thou  wouldeft  not  accept  felicity  and  pardon,  whea 
he  purchafed  them  at  fo  dear  a  price  y  it  muft  needs 
be  an  infinite  condemnation  to  thee;  Hew  Oialt 
thou  look  upon  him  that  fainted  and*  died  for  love 
of  thee,  and  thou  didft  fcorn  his  miraculous  mer« 
cies  ?  How  (halt  thou  dare  to  behold  that  holy  face 
which  brought  falvation  to  thee,  and  thou  dldfl: 
turn  away,  and  fall  in  love  with  death,  and  deform 
mity,  and  fin  ?  And  yet,  in  the  beholding  that  face». 
confifts  much  of  the  glories  of  eternity.  Surely  all' 
the  pains  and  the  paffions,.  the  forrows  and  the 
groans,  the  humility  and  poverty,  the  labours  and 
die  watchings,  the  prayers  and  the  fermons,  the 
miracles  and  the  prophecies,  the  whip^and  the  nails» 
the  death  and  the  burial,  the  ihame  and  the  fmart^. 
the  crofs  and  the  grave  of  Jefus,  {hall  be  laid  upon 
thy  fcore,  if  thou  haft  refofedtiie  mercies  and  de- 
fign  of  all  their  holy  ends  and  purpofes*.  And  if 
thou  remembereft  what  a  calamity  Uiat  was,  whicli* 
broke  the  Jewilh  nation  in  pieces,  when  Chrift 
came  to  judge  them,  for  their  murdering  him,  who- 
was  their  king,  and  the  prince  of  life ;  and  confi-*^ 
dereft,  that  this  was  but  a  dark  image  of  the  terrors 
of  the  day  of  judgment,  thou  mayeft  then  appre* 
hend,  that  there  is  fome  ftrange  unfpeakable  evil 
in  ftere  for  one  who  refufes  the  falvation  of  Jefy» 
and  rather  chufes  that  Satan  fhould  rejoice  in  his 
deftruAion,  than  that  Jefus  fliould  triumph  in  his 
felicity." 

Thus  far  this  excellent  prelate.    And  all  who 
confider  the  matter  in  this  its  true  and  proper  lighter 
cannot  wonder  dt  the  efied:  which,  as  St  John  ia. 
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the  text  tjslk  us^  the  %ht  of  Chrift  will  produce 
^unong  the  kindreds  of  the  earth.  They  fhali  wail 
becaufe  of  Chrift,  when  they  fee  hixn  whom  they 
Jbave  pierced  by  their  UtiSf  and  crucified  afrefh. 
And  that  wailing  muft  needs  be  terrible,  when  mil- 
lions of  men  and  women  (hall  at  the  fame  inftant 
fearfully  cry  out,  and  the  noife  fhall  mingle  with 
the  trumpet  of  the  Archangel,  and  the  thunders 
of  the  dying  and  groaning  heavens  paffing  away 
iirith  a  great  noife,  and  the  roaring  of  the  flames  in 
which  the  earth  and  all  the  works  that  are  therein 
vDxall  then  be  diflblving.  The  terror  and  lamenta* 
.tion  throughout  the  world  at  t!  at  time,  with  the 
foreboding  pangs  and  conTulfions  of  departing  na* 
ture>  will  be  inch  as  never  were,  lince  the  day  that 
God  created  man  upon  the  earth.  Include  in  your 
idea  tl^  deftru£tion  of  the  old  world  by  the  flood, 
the  overthrow  of  the  cities  of  the  plain  by  fire  and 
JjrimftcHie,  and  the  defolaCion  of  *  Jerufalem  by  the 
^oman  armies,  with  an  afiemblage  of  the  -plagues 
of  Egypt,  and  the  miferies  and  calamities  felt  by 
ineo  m  all  ages,  yet  your  conceptions  will  fall  as  far 
ihort  of  the  things  themfelves,  as  the  fhadow  does 
of  the  fubftance.  Nothing  can  exceed  our  blefled 
Lord's  defcription  of  this  laft  fcene,  but  its  actual 
accompliihment^-^'^  i  here  fhall  be  figns  in  the  fun^ 
and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  flars ;  and  upon  the 
earth  diflrefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity,  the  fea 
an^d  the  waves  roaring  •,  men's  hearts  failing  them 
for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  thofe  things  which 
arc  coming  on  the  earth  ;*  for  the  powers  of  the 
heaven  fhall  be  fhaken.  And  then  ihall  appear  the 
fign  of  the  fon  of  man  in  heaven  5  and  then  fhall 
oU  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn,  and  they  fhall  fee 
the  fon  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven, 
with  power  and  ^reat  glory."     At  this  moft  awful 
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SHid'ti^mendous  hour,  when  the  fon  of  man'  fliaiU 
difplay  his  banner  the  crofs  in  the  clouds ;  whcof 
the  fea  and  the  waters  of  the  great  deepiball  roar  ^ 
when  the  deftroying  angel  ihall  again  go  forth  at? 
midnight  into  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  there  fhall  be: 
a  great  cry  throughout  all  the  land,  becaufe  of  death- 
and  judgment ;  then  ihall  be  brought  to  pafs  that 
whichis  written  in  the  Revelation ;  <<lbeheld  when  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men>  and  the  i^dv 
men,  and^the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men^ 
and  every  bondman,  and  every  freeman  hid  them- 
felves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  rnoun* 
tains,  and  faid  to  the  mountains  and  rocks^  fall  on 
nsy  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  fittetlv 
on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath-  of  the  Lamb^ 
For  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who^ 
fhall  be  able  to  (land  ?*' 

A  view  of  the  terrors  of  the  Lord^  has  by  thi^ 
tknC)  perhaps,  made  us  all  ready  to  join  in  aiking^, 
t4iis  laft  queftion  .^  "Who  fhall  be  able  to  fland  ?*' 
And  we  cannot  help  taking  up  our  parable  with  Ba* 
laam  5  "  Alas !  who  ihall  live,  whenGod  doth  this  f'*' 
But  thanks  be  to  Crod,  an  anfwer  wiU  be  abundantly: 
miniftred  unto  us  by  a  confideratioa  of  tho 

III.  And  laft  point  propofedj  naioely,  the  faith; 
and  hope  of  the  church,  who  wiihes  forChrift^s- 
manifefiation,  notwithftanding  all  the  tejirors  thatr 
are  to  attend  it,  as  appears  by  the  remaining  wordy 
of  my  text—"  Even  &.     Amen/* 

For  thefe  are  not  the  words  of  St  John  only,  butf 
they  carry  in  them  the  prayers  and  fighs  of  Chrii- 
tians,  fent  upito  the  throne  of  grace  through  him* 
It  is  not  «  the  Spirit"  alone,  fpeaking  by  him,  that 
fays  •*  Comc>"  but  "  the  bride,"  or  church,  alfo 
fays  the  fame.  «<  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
t£ue/'  is  the  voice  of  the  departed  fpirit8>  refltng 
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from  their  labours  under  the  altar,  in  heaven,  and 
waiting  for  the  completion  of  their  glory,  at  the 
day  of  their  Redeemer's  triumph.  And  that  part 
of  the  church  which  .hs  ftill  militant,  and  fojourns 
in  the  wildcrncfs,  may  be  heard  earneftly  joining 
in  the  fame  cxpodulation,  in  the  Ixiv.  chapter  of  the 
prophet  Ifaiah ;  "  O  that  thou  wouldft  rent  the  hea- 
'vens,  that  thou  would  come  down,  that  the  mountains 
might  fiiowdown  at  thy  prefence ;  as  when  the  melting 
fire  burneth,  the  fire  caufeth  the  waters  to  boil ;  to 
make  thy  name  known  to  thine  adverfaries,  that 

.  the  nations  may  tremble  at  thy  prefence.  When 
formerly  thou  didft  terrible  things,  which  we  look- 
ed not  for,  thou  camefl  down,  the  mountains  fiow** 
cd  down  at  thy  prefence."  Nay,  we  ourfelves,  e- 
very  one  of  us,  daily  put  up  the  very  fame  petition 

'  to  God,  when  we  pray  that  **  his  kingdom  may 
come :"  for  his  kingdom  of  glory  cannot  come,  till 
all  thefe  things  fhall  have  been  brought  to  pafs. 
And  again,  when,  {landing  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
we  have  before  our  eyes  a  plain  proof,  that  '«^  man 
who  is  born  of  a  woman,  hath  but  a  fhort  time  to 
live"  in  this  world ;  we  earneftly  befcech  the  Fa- 
ther of  Spirits,.  "  that  it  would  pleafe  him  of  his 
gi:iicious  goodnefs  fliortly  to  accomplifli  the  num- 
ber of  his  eleft,  and  to  haften  his  kingdom."  Thus 
the  coming  of  that  day,  in  which  "  all  the  kindreds 
q{  the  earth  fhall  wail,"  is  the  conftant  fubjeft  of 
the  wiflies  and  prayers  of  the  fons  of  God.  A 
found  Chriftian  faith  gives  them  cohfidcnce  to- 
wards God,  and  teaches  them,  >*ithout  hypocrify, 
to  pray  for  the  fecond  Advent  of  Chrift.  For  al- 
though in  that  day  "he  comcth  with  clouds,"  yet 
God's  promife  is,  that  whenever  «*  he  brings  his 
cloud"  over  the  earth,  bis  <*  bow  fhall  be  in  the 
cloudj"  the  fure  token  of  the  <<  cverlafling  cove- 
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BMit  of  mercy  between  him  and  all  flefli."  And 
accordingly,  when  Ezekiel  and  St  John  faw  Cbrift. 
upon  his  terrible  throne,  he  appeared  encompaiTed 
with  a  KAiNBoWi  to  teach  us  that  even  the  throne 
of  judgment  is  incircled  by  mercy,  which  rejoices 
againft  judgment.  All  the  cries  of  defpairing  na^- 
tions,  the  thunders  of  heaven,  and  the  horrible 
nolfes  of  the  periihing  earth  (hall  not  keep  thofe,. 
who  have  been  indeed  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  from 
hearing  a  voice  faying  unto  them,  <<  Come  up  hi- 
ther." Yea,  and  they  who  in  faith  and  patience 
have  waited  for  the  Lord,  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
fpeaks,  «  Ihall  then  renew  their  ftrcngth,  they  ihalL 
mount  up  as  eagles.'*  1  hey  Ihail  afceod  to  meet 
their  Redeemer  in  the  air,  and  the  eye  of  faith  fhalL 
iiiedfaftly  behold  the  glories  of  the  iSun  of  Righce* 
oufnefs.  Marvel  no  longer  then  that  the  church- 
£o  paf&onately  defires  the  manifeftation  of  Chrift.. 
Marvel  not  that  ihe  fhould  fay,  come  !  when  the 
Advent  of  him  to  whom  (he  fpeaks  is  to  be  the  day 
of  her  efpoufals,  and  the  day  of  the  gladncfs  of  her 
heart  j  the  end  of  her  Saviour's  fufferings,  and  her 
iatth ;  a  day  of  triumph,  and  everlaAing  felicity* . 
Let  the  men  of  the  world  lament,  for  their  joy  is. 
ended,  and  their  forrows  beginning;  but  let  the 
redeemed  be  glad,  for  their  forrows  are  at  an  end». 
and  their  joys  beginning.  Let  the  "  tribes  of  the 
earth  mourn,"  but  ^*  let  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that 
made  him,  aiid  let  the  children  of  Sion  be  joyful  in 
their  king."  For  the  trumpet  which  proclaims  the 
deftru£kion  of  the  ungodly,  declares  at  the  fame 
time  the  falvation  of  the  righteous.  When  that 
trumpet  founds  throughout  the  land,  the  eternal 
jubilee  is  begun.  There  is  liberty  for  the  captives, 
and  the  ppenihg  of  the  prif«>n  doors,  even  the  gates 
of  the  grave>  for  thofe  to  come  oat,  who  lie  there 

in 


Iter  THE  KING  OF  GLORY: 

ih  darknefs,  and  in  the  ihadow  o£  death ;  and  eye:*- 
vy  child  bf  God  is  free  to  return  to  his  poffeffion' 
and  inheritance,  and  to  the  family  of  his  heavenly 
Father.  When  they  who  have  loved  the  worlds 
inftead  of  him  whom  the  world  crucified,  and  truft* 
ed  in  the  falfe  glory  and  riches  of  earthly  Babylon, 
ifaall  <<  fland  weeping  and  wailing,  to  fee  the  fmoke 
of  her  burning,  faying,  Alas^  alas,  that  great  city, 
that  was  clothed  in  purple,  and  fine  linen,  and 
fcarlet,  and  decked  with  gold,  and  "precious  ilones  v 
how  in  one  hour  is  fo  great  riches  come  to  nought  ? 
—What  faith  the  Spirit  to  the  church  i  ««  Rejoice 
over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  Apoftles  and 
Prophets,  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on  her.** 
And  what  faith  the  church  herfelf  ?  «*  The  king-^ 
doms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  his  Chrifl,  and  he  (hall  reign  for  even 
and  ev^r.  Hallelujah,  for  the  Lord  God  omnipo* 
tent  reigneth.  Let  us  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and 
give  honour  to  him :  for  the  marriage  of  the 
Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf 
ready/* 

And  now,  my  brethren,  whofe  heart  does  not  burn 
within  him,  when  he  hears  the  melody  of  the  ce^^ 
leflial  choir  chanting  forth  the  praifes  of  their  vic^ 
torious  Redeemer,  round  his  glorious,  throne  ?  I» 
there  a  fingle  perfon  here,  whofe  foul  has  not  a  de-^ 
fire  and  longing  to  enter  into  the  courts  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  bear  his  part  in  the  never-ending- 
chorus?  But  know^  O  man,  whofoever  thou  art,, 
that  haft  this  defire  ^nd  longing,  know  thou  muft- 
be  a  penitent  upon  earth,  before  thou  canft  be  a 
faint  in  heaven.  Thou  muft  be  holy  in  time,  if. 
thou  wouldeft  be  glorious  in  eternity.  Acquaint 
now  therefore  thyfelf  with  God,  and  be  at  peace- 
with  him,'  tbyfelf^  and.  all  mankind  i  thereby,  and> 
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ihertby  only,  fliall  good  come  unto  thee  at  thy  lar" 
ter  end.  Stop  not  thine  ears,  an<l  harden  no^ 
thine  heart  againft  inftruAton,  when  it  is  the  day 
of  trial  and  probation  in  the  wildernefs.  Receive 
now,  I  pray  thee,  thelaw  of  themoft  High-,  retire,  and 
nieditate«iipon  it,  and  lay  up  his  words  in  thy  heart; 
nor  fuiFer  the  world  to  rob  thee  of  that  wtfdom 
which  is  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  to  which 
all  the  things  thou  canft  de£re  are  not  to  be  com^ 
pared.  Fear  not,  neither  be  difmayed,  becaufe  of 
the  multitude  of  thy  paft  tranfgrei&ons,  which 
prefent  thetofelves  to  thy  troubled  confcience,  and 
iet  themfelves  in  array  againft  thee.  God  can  fbiv 
give,  if  thou  canft  repent.  Nay,  he  will  «<  give 
'  thee  repentance  unto  life,"  if  thou  wilt  requeft 
it  of  him.  If  thou  return  to  the  Almighty,  thoU 
ihalt  yet  be  built  up,  and  impoilible  as  it  may  ap^ 
pear,  thou  (halt  put  away  iniquity  far  from  thy 
tabernacle :  thou  fhalt  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn 
to  do  good:  thou  fhalt  catl  oiFthe  works  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  put  on  the  armour  of  ligUtj  now  in  the 
time  of  this  mortal  life :  thou  Ih^t  have  thy  de-  . 
light  in  the  Almighty,  and  lift  up  thy  face  unto 
God :  thou  fhalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him,  and 
be  fhall  hear  thee ;  he  fhall  not  lay  thy  fins  to  thy 
charge,  but  forgive  thee  what  is  pafl,  and  give  thee 
grace  to  amend  thy  finful  life  ;  to  decline  from  the 
ways  of  the  deftripyer,  in  which,  perhaps,  thou 
haft  unhappily  wanliered,  and  incline  to  the  paths* 
of  wifdom  and  rightcoufnefs,  and  walk  therein 
before  him  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  when 
the  work  fhall  be  finifhed,  for  which  God  fent  thee 
into  the  world,  even  the  work  of  thy  falvation, 
thou  wilt  perceive,  that  to  depart  and  to  be  with^ 
Chrift  is  far  better  than  to  live  here  in  pofTefGon 
of  all  that  the  world  can  give  thee.    Thou  fhalt  go 
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^out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace  by  angef^ 
nrho  fhall  convey  an^  welcome  thy  fpirit  to  the  re- 
gions of  .the  living,  to  the  bofom3  of  our  holy  fa^* 
thers,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  whence  forrowy 
grief,  and  lamentations  are  baniflied  away,  where 
the  light  of  God's  countenance  vifits  and  fhincs 
continually.  And  when  the  trumpet  Ihall  found, 
and  all  the  tribes  and  kindreds  of  the  earth  ihaH 
wail,  thou  fhalt  lift  up  thy  voice  and  fing  for  the 
xnajefty  and  glory  of  thy  triumphant  Lord,  and 
call  to  the  heavens  and  the  earth  to  bear  thee 
company— -<<  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let 
the  earth  be  glad ;  let  the  fea  make  a  noife,  and 
all  that  is  therein ;  let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all 
that  is  in  it ;  then  ihall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood 
rejoice  before  the  Lord;  for  he  cometh,  for  he 
Cometh  to  judge  the  earth,  and  with  righteoufneis 
to  judge  the  world,  4ind  the  people  with  hi3  truth. 
Be  wluch  teftifieth  thefe  things,  iaith.  Surely  I  comi^ 
quicklyi  Amen.    Even  fo>  comei  Lord  Jefus.'' 
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T%e  Word  was  madejlejh^  and  dwelt  among  us  (and 
we  beheld  his  glory ^  the  glory  as  of  the  only^begottem 
of  the  Father  J  full  <f  grace  andjruth. 

xN  contemplating  the  charaAer  of  tnan's  Redeem- 
er, it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  our  admiration  be 
moft  excited  by  the  natural  dignity,  or  the  volun- 
tary abafement  of  his  peribn.  To  form  fuitable 
ideas  of  either,  it  Is  expedient  to  take  a  view  of 
both.  And  they  appear  to  the  utmoft  advantage 
tn  the  exordium  of  St  John's  Gofpel,  where  he  fet- 
teth  himlelf  to  publi(h  firft,  the  Divinity,  and  then 
the'  incarnation  of  his  moft  adorable  and  beloved 
Mafter.  He  mentions  in  due  order,  and  regular 
gradation,  the  glory  which  the  word  had  with  the 
Father,  before  man,  or  the  world  which  he  now 
inhabits,  had  a  being;  '<  In  the  beginning. was  the 
Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the 
Word  was  God" — His  slory,  with  refpef):  to  the 
creatures,  the  works  of  his  hands ;  <<  All  things 
were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  was  not  any 
thing  made  that  was  made'* — His  glory,  as  the  fole 
author  of  life  and  immortality ;  ^  In  him  was  life, 
and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men" — His  glory,  with 
refpeiEt  to  man  in  jgeneral,  as  fallen  into  a  ftate  of 
ignorance  and  ienuiality  \  <^  And  the  light  ihined 
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in  darknefs,  and  the  darknefs  comprehended  it  not'' 
— His  glory,  with  relpeft  to  the  Jews,  to  whom  he 
fir  ft  manifefted  himfelf  j  "  He  came  unto  his  own, 
and  his  own  received  him  not" — His  glory,  with, 
refpeft  to  Chrifttans ;  **  To  as  many  as  believed  on 
him  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God  5" 
in  order  to  effeft  which  he  himfelf  became  the  fon 
of  man  ;  "  The  Word  was  made  flelh,  and  dwelt 
among  us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  ihe  Father,  full  of  grace  and 
truth.** 

■  Can  any  thing  be  more  truly  noble  and  fublime 
than  the  former  part  of  the  Evangelift's  difcourfe, 
more  pleafing  and  acceptable  than  the  latter,  de- 
fending from  the  loftieft  of  fpeculations  on  the 
Divine  Nature  of  the  Word,  to  difplay  the  benefits 
of  his  advent  in  the  jiefh ;  like  the  Nik,  when,  roll- 
ing from  the  heights  of  the  Nubian  mountainS|  it 
difFufeth  riches  and  plenteoufnefs  over  all  the  land 
of  Egypt  ? 

The  unian  of  tjvo  natures  in  the  perfon  of  our 
Lord,  which  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  the  fource 
of  every  blefling  we  enjoy  in  time,  or  hope  to  en- 
joy in  eternity,  is  expreffed  by  St  John  in  thefc 
terms,  "  The  Word  was  made  flefii,"*  each  of 
which  will  be  found  worthy  our  attention. 

The  Perm  Word  (>.«r»*)  was  in  ufe  among  the 
ancient  philofophers,  who  fometimes  fpeak  of  a  per- 
fon under  that  appellation,  as  the  maker  of  the  u- 
niverfe.  80  Tertullian  informs  the  Gentiles,  f 
And  Euiebius,  in  the  xi.  book  of  his  Evangelic^ 
Freparation,  cites  a  Paflage  ifrom  Amelius,  a  cele- 
brated 

*  \oye;  trei^^  fyivsro. 
.  f  1'  Apud  Tcftros  quoque  fapientes  X^^dv,  id  eft  Scrotonem  at* 
que  Rationem,  con^Ut  artificem  videri  univerfitatis.     Hunc  e* 
film  Zeno  determiaat  fa^itatoreni)  qui  cun^a  in  diipofitione  fot* 
maverit." 
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brated  admirer  and  imitator  of  Plato,  in  which  he  , 
fpeaks  of  the  ^--yw  as  being  eternal  and  the  maker 
of  all  things.  This,  he  fays,  was  the  opinion  of 
Heraclitus ;  and  then  introduces  the  beginning  of 
the  Gofpcl  of  St  John ;  concerning  vhom>  it  feems, 
he  was  wont  to  complain,  that  he  had  transferred 
into  his  book  the  fentiments  of  his  niafter  Plato* 

But  it  is  not  likely  that  our  Svangetift  either  bor<* 
rowed  from,  or  intended  to  copy  after  Plato.  And 
fince  not  only  Plato,  but  Pythagoras  and  Zeno  like- 
wife,  converled  with  the  Jews,  it  is  not  at  all  won^ 
derful  that  we  tneet  with  fomething  about  a  ©bios 
Aorox,  or  Divine  Wokd,  in  their  writings^  Nor, 
after  all,  might  the  philofopher  and  the  apoftle  ufc 
the  fame  term  in  the  fame  acceptation. 

It  is  cuftomary  with  the  writers  of  the  New  Tef- 
tamertt  to  exprefs  themfcl vcs,  as  much  as  may  be,  - 
10  th«  language  of  the  Old,  to  which,  therdfore, 
we  mnft.have  recourfe  for  an  explanation  of  their 
meaning,  as  the  penmen  of  both,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  one  Spirit,  ufed  their  terms  in  the  fame  fenfe. 
Now,  upon  looking  into  the  Old  Teftament,  we 
find,  that  **  the  Word  of  Jehovah,***  is  frequently 
and  evidently  the  ftyle  of  a  per/on^  who  is  faid  **  to 
come,  to  be  revealed,  or  manilefted,'*  and  the  like. 
As  in  the  xv.  chapter  of  Geneiis  \  *«  After  thefe 
things,  the  Word  of  Jehovah  came  unto  Abraham 
in  a  vifion,  faying,.  Fear  not,  Abraham  5  I  am  thy 
fhield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward.    And  Abra-, 
ham  faid,  Lord  God,  what  wilt  thou  give  me,  &c." 
— "  Behold  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him, 
faying,  This  fliall  not  be  thine  heir— and  he  brought 
him  forth  abroad,  &c."     Thus  again,  1  Sam.  iii. 
*<  Jehovah  revealed  himfclf  to  Samuel  in  Shiloh  by 
the  Word  of  Jehovah."     The  fame  perfon  is,  at 
Vol.  L  L  other 
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other  times,  charafterized  by  the  title,  "  the  Name 
^f  Jehovah,"*  as  in  Ifaiah  xxx.  27.  "  Behold  the 
Name  of  Jehovah  cometh  from  far,  burning  with 
Ms  anger.  Sec" 

With  regard  to  the  natnrc  of  the  perfon  thus  dc- 
i|iominated,  whoever  ihall  duly  confider  the  attri- 
butes, powo'S,  and  actions  afcribed  to  him,  will  fee 
ifeafon  to  think  of  him  not  as  of  a  created  intelli- 
gence, but  a  perfon  of  the  divine  cffence,  poflcffed 
of  all  ifs  incommunicable  properties.     And  it  may 
be  noticed,  that  the  Targums,  or  Chaldee  Para- 
phrafts,  continually  fubftitute /^^  Word  of  Jehovah ^\ 
for  JehovahXy  afcribing  divine  charafters  to  the  per- 
fon fo  named.     And  the  ancient  grecizing  Jews 
ipeak  in  the  fame  ilyle-     Thus  in  that  excellent 
apocryphal  book  of  Wifdom,  ix.  i .  «<  O  God  who 
itaft  made  all  things  «» Aorox  n  by  thy  Word :"  and 
again,   in  the  paflage,   which  fo  wonderfully  dc- 
fcribes  the  horroirs  of  that  night,  never  to  be  for- 
gotten by  an  Ifraelite,  wherein  the  firft  born  of  the 
Egyptians  were  flain — "  While  all  things  were  in 
quiet  iilence,  and  that  night  was  in  the  midft  of 
her  fwift  courfe,  thine  Almighty  Word  (aofos) 
leaped  down  from  heaven,  out  of  thy  royal  throne, 
as  a  fierce  man  of  war  into  the  midft  of  a  land  of 
deftruftionj   and   brought  thine  unfeigned  com- 
mandment, as  a  fharp  fwordj   and  ftanding  up, 
filled  all  things  with  death  5  and  it  touched  the 
heaven,  but  it  ftood  upon  the  earth."  Ch.  xviii.  14. 
But  whatever  may  be  thought  of  thefe  paiTagcs, 
certain  it  is,  that  when  St  John  comes  to  treat  of 
this  Word,  although,  to  fliew  ^  diftinftion  of  per- 
fonality,  he  firft  tells  us,   <<  The  Word  was  with 
God  i"  yet  to  prevent  all  miftakes  on  the  other  fide 
<>f  the  queftion,  he  inftantly  adds,  "  And  the  Word 

was 
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was  God  i"  thus  evidently  aflirting  an  unity  of  cf- 
fence. 

And  let  any  impartial  man  only  lay  together, 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and'  duly  weigh  the  following 
particulars ;  that  St  John  tells  us,  "  The  Word 
was  God,"  and  "  Th^  Word  was  made  flefh ;"  that 
St  Paul  fays,  «  God  was  manifeft  in  the  llcfh  j  God 
was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfclf ;  and 
in  him  dwelt  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily/^ 
that  our  Saviour  is  ftiled  Jehovah,  a  name  appro- 
priated to  the  Deity  5  that  he  fays  of  himfelf,  **  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft  * — I 
am  he  that  fearcheth  the  hearts  and  reins ;"  that 
he  created  the  world  by  his  power,  redeemed  it  by 
his  mercy,  governs  it  by  his  providence,  and  fhall 
}udge  it  in  righteoufnefs ;  let  any  impartial  man,  I 
fay,  confider  thefe  things  with  the  attention  they 
defcrve,  and  determine  for  himfelf,  concerning  the 
nature  and  dignity  of  him,  who  was  incarnate  for^ 
our  falvation. 

Should  it  be  aiked,  why  this  perfon  is  ftiled  the 
Word  ?  the  proper  anfwcr  feems  to  be,  that  as  a- 
thought,  or  conception  of  the  underftanding,  is 
brought  forth  and  communicated  m  fpeechj  or  di/-* 
eourje,  fo  is  the  divine  will  made  kno^n  by  the* 
WoRD^  who  is  the  offspring  and  emanation  of  the 
eternal  mind  *,  an  emanation  pure  and  undivided, 

L  2  like 

*  Upon  this  pa fTage,  which  is  found  Rev.  i.  II.  BrDoDDRiDce 
has  the  following  Note — "  That  tliefe  title*  (which  occur  juft  a- 
bove  in  ver.  8.)  fhould  be  repeated  {o  foon  in  a  conne£lion  which 
demonflrates  they  are  given  t©  Chrift,  will  appear  very  remark- 
able, whatever  fcnfc  be  given  to  the  eighth  verfe.    The  argument 
drawn  in  the  preceding  note  upon  it,  would  have  been  Arong,. 
wherever  fuch  a  pafla^e  as  this  lud  been  found ;  but  its  immediate 
connexion  with  this,  greatly  ftrengthens  It.     And  I  cannot  for-  - 
bear  recording  it,  that  this  text  has  done  more  than  any  other  in- 
the  Bible,  towards  preventing  me  from  giving  into  that  fcheme^. 
which  would  make  our  Lord  Jdus  Chriil  no  more,  than  a-d<eifie(li 
,  creature.** 
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Jike  that  of  light,  which  is  the  proper  ifltie  of  the 
fun,  and  yet  coeVal  with  its  parent  orb ;  fince  the 
fun  cannot  be  fuppofed,  by  the  moft  exact  and  phi- 
lofophical  imagination,  to  exift  a  moment,  without 
emitting  light ;  and  were  the  one  eternal,  the  other, 
though  ftri£lly  and  properly  produced  by  it,  would 
be  as  ftri£lly  and  properly  coeternal  with  it.  80 
true  is  the  affcrtion  of  the  Nicene  fathers ;  fo  apt 
the  inftance  fubjoined  for  its  illuftration;  "  God 
of  God,  light  of  light :"  in  aportolical  language, 
**  The  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  perfon."  *  And  whether  we 
coniidcr  our  Lord  under  the  idea  of  the  Word,  or 
that  of  Light,  it  will  lead  us  to  the  fame  conclu- 
lion,  reif  edling  his  office i  For  as  no  man  can  dif- 
cover  the  mind  of  another,  but  by  the  word  which 
procccdeth  from  hini ;  as  no  man  can  fee  the  fun, 
but  by  the  light  which  iifelf  emlttethj  even  fo, 
*<  No  man  knoweth  the  Father,  fave  the  Son,  and 
him  to  whomfoever  the  Son  will  reveal  him."f 

'  This  glorious  Word,  this  uncreated  Light,  was 
united  to  our  nature  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift; 
"  The  Word  was  made  JleJhJ^  Flejhy  which  is  a 
part  of  our  nature,  ftands  here  for  the  whole  5  and 
being  the  bafer  part  of  the  compofition,  feems  pur- 
pofely  mentioned,  to  intimate,  that  the  care  and 
love  of  heaven  extend  eveji  to  that ;  that  cur  bo- 
dies, no  lefs  than  our  fpirits,  arc  included  in  the 
fcheme  of  redemption;  fo  that  while  the  foul  re- 
pofeth,  in  Jmmble  confidence,  on  the  mercies  of 
Jefus,  ih^jlejh  alfo  may  **  reft  in  hope."  In  flefli, 
and  by  the  inftigation  of  tleili,  the  oflenc^  was  com- 
mitted. By  taking  fleih  upon  him,  therefore,,  the 
great  Phylician,   the  fovereign  healer  of  all  our 

maladies. 
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maladies,  corrected  the  bad  qualities  of  the  foun* 
tain,  that  the  flreams  might  flow  pure  and  falutary. 
In  flcfh  the  offence  was  committed,  and  therefore 
in  flefh  fatisfadion  muA  be  made  for  it.     Our 
High-Prieft  was  incarnate,  that   he  might  have- 
fomeching  to  offer,  more  valuable  and  eiHcacious  • 
than  the  flefh  of  bulls  and  calves^     "  Sacrifice  and 
offering  thou  wouldeft  not,  but  a  body  haft  thou 
prepared  me.     In  burnt  offerings  and  facrifices  for* 
lin  thou  haft  had  no  pleafure ;  then  faid  I,  Lo  I' 
come  (in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of 
me)  to  do  thy  will,  O  God."*     The  nature  thaf 
finned,  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  was  to  fuf- 
fer  for  fin  5  and  the  Word  was  made  flefh  for  the 
fame  reafon,  that,  when  fo  made,  he  was  baptized  I 
by  John,  «  To  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs."     "  And  as  - 
Ghrift  took  mamhood,  that  by  it  he  might  be  cap- 
able of  death,  whereunto  he  humbled  himfelf;  (Of* 
becaufe  manhood  is  the  proper  fubjeft  of  compaf-- 
fion  and  feeling  pity,  which  maketh  the  fceptrc  of 
Chrift's  regency,  even  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, , 
to  be  amiable;  he  who,  without  our  nature,  could • 
not  on  earth  fuffer  for  the  fins  of  the  world,  doth-, 
now  alfo,  by  means  thereof,  both  make  inter ceffion  ; 
to  God  for  finners,  and  exercife  dominion  over  alL 
men,  with  a  true,  a  natural,  and  afenfible  touch, 
of  pity."  f 

•  As  the  Divinity  is  an  objeft  by  no  means  within  / 
the  grafp  of  the  human  underftanding,  it  were  ah* 
furd  to  expeft  an  adequate  idea  of  the  mode  of  its 
union  with  flefh,  exprefTed  in  the  text  by  the  \70rd* 
«  made;"  ««  The  Word  was  made  flefh." J  It  fuf— 
ficeth,  in  this  cafe,  to  maintain  the  general  truths 
of  the  propofition  againfl  thofe,  who,  in  different. 

L  3  ways,» 

•  Pf.  xl.  6.  Heb.  X,  5.        t  HooKi»,  Ecclcfiaft.  Polity,  y.  51.. . 
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ways,  by  fubtilty  and  fophiftry,  have  laboiired  ta 
oppugn  and  deftroy  it.  We  muft  not,  with  Arius, 
den^  the  Saviour  to  be  truly  God,  bccaufe  he  be- 
came man  j  nor  affert,  with  Appollinaris,  that  he 
was  not  reajly  man,  becaufe  he  was  alfo  God. 
We  muft  not,  with  Neftorius,  rend  Chrift  afuii- 
der,  and  divide  him  into  two  perfons  ;  nor,  af- 
ter the  example  of  Eutyches,  confound  in  his  per- 
fon  thofe  natures  which  fliould  be  diftinguiihed. 
Thefe  were  the  four  capital  errors,  which,  in  the 
earlier  ages,  harralTed  and  diftra^ted  the  Chriftian 
church,  on  the  point  of  the  incarnation  5  and  in 
oppofition  to  which,  the  four  moft  famous  ancient 
general  councils  of  Nice,  Conftantinople,  Ephefus> 
and  Chalccdon,  were  calWd.  Whatevtr  was  by 
them  decreed,  either  in  declaration  of  Chriftian 
belief,  or  refutation  of  herefy,  may  all  be  com- 
prifed,  as  judicious  Hooker  well  noteth,  in  four 
words,  "truly,  perftr<^ly,  indivilibly,  diftindtly  ;"* 
truly  God,  perfectly  man,  indivilibly  one  perfon, 
diftinft^y  two  natures.  "  Within  the  compafs  of 
which  four  heads,  faith  he,  I  may  truly  affirm,  that 
all  herefieSy  which  touch  the  perfon  of  Jefus  ChrifV, 
(whether  they  have  rifen  in  thefe  latter  days,  or 
in  any  age  heretofore)  may  be  with  great  facility 
brought  to  confine  themfelves."f 

The  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  writing  on  the  fub- 
je§:  of  the  incarnation,  thus  exprelTeth  himi'elf, 
"  He  taketh  not  hold  of  angels,  but  he  taketh  hold 
of  the  feed  of  Abraham ;"  4:  he  took,  or  aiTumed 
the  manhood  into  God.  As  the  reafonable  foul 
and  flelh  is  one  man,  fo  God  and  man  is  one 
Chrift.  Tlie  Ibul  is  net  turned  into,  nor  com- 
pounded 

*  AXti^cJsv,  riXiuif  atuti^ir&ri^  a<ruyxt^r&>s.  f  Book  v.  Se^V.  54. 
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pounded  with  the  body ;  yet  they  two,  though  dif- 
tm£t  in  nature,  form  one  man.  The  natures  arc 
prcferved,  without  confufion  5  the  perfon  is  entire, 
without  divilion.* 

Thus,  then,  as  the  neceifity  of  the  cafe,  and  the 
counfels  of  the  mofl  High  reqwired,  *«  The  Word 
was  made  flefli  •,*"  and  being  made  ildh,  "  dwelt 
amongft  us ;"  not  appearing  occalionally,  as  in  an- 
cient times,  but  making  his  abode  with  his  crea- 
tures  ^  "  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  delighting  to  be  with  the  fons  of  men  ;" 
infomuch,  that  we  read  of  thofe,  who  were  not 
afraid  to  aik  him,  "  Mafter,  where  dwellell  thou  ?"' 
and  received  this  gracious  anfwer,  "  Come  and  fee." 
*<  He  pitched  his  tent  among  us,*'!*  *^  ftraqger  and 
a  fojourner,  as  his  fathers  were,  concerning  whoai 
it  is  the  apoilk's  obfervation,  that,  though  the  heirs 
of  the  promife,  they  lived  in  tents,  fliifting  from 
place  to  place,  and  declaring,  that  here,  on  earth, 
they  had  no  permanent  city,  but  looked  for  one  to 
come.  The  flclhly  tabernacle,  in  which  he  refided, 
at  the  clofe  of  his  pilgrimage,  was  to  be  taken  down, 
in  order  afterwards  to  be  re-ere(Sled  in  a  more  glo»- 
rious  manner,  and  for  ever  fixed  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  ;  like  the  Glory  of  old,  which  liril  travel*- 
led  with  Ifrael  through  the  wildernefs  in  a  move- 
able tent,  and  then,  at  length,  refted  in  a  durable 
temple,  on  the  hill  of  Sion.  As  the  Captain  of 
our  jalvation,  the  Leader  of  the  Ifrael  of  God,  he 
preceded  his  people  to  the  battle  ag.unft  their  fpi- 
ritual  enemies  j  and  bo\V,  as  King  of  Glory,  crown- 
ed with  vidory  and  honour,  he  is  feated  on  his 

throne 

•  Sic  factum  eft  Caro,  ut  maneret  Vefburr  ;  non  imn.utando 
quoderat,  fed  alTumendo  qugd  non  er«t :  n^-Jra  auxit,  fua  non 
ininuit  ;  nee  facriimentum  pietatis  detriaientum  Deitatis. 
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throne,  holding  forth  rewards  to  all  his  faithful 
ibldiers  and  fervants,  which  they  are  to  receive  at 
his  handS)  when  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage  and 
warfare  fhall  be  ended. 

But  let  us  not  imagine,  that,  even  in  the  ftate  of 
humiliation,  his  glory  was  altogether  obfcured  by 
the  veil,  within  which  it  dwelt ;  or  that  its  frequent 
irradiations  were  not  fufiicicnt  to  convince  thofe 
who  beheld  the  houfe,  how  ilhiftrious  a  gueft  it 
had  the  honour  to  contain.  Eye-witneffes  have 
given  a  diiferent  account.  "  The  Word  was  made 
flefh,  and  dwelt  among  us ;  and  we  beheld  his- 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
ther." The  fun  was  covered  with  a  clouil ;  but  it 
was  the  fun  ftill ;  and  often  manifefted,  through 
the  cloud,  the  power  and  brightnefs  of  its  beams. 

That  Chrift  was  man,  the  labours  and  the  for- 
rows,  the  ftripes,  the  wounds,  the  pains,  and  the 
death,  which,  as  man,  he  fuiRred,  did  fully  atteft. 
But  they  who  faw  the  mofl  boifterous  elements  in 
nature  ceafe  from  raging,  and  compofe  themfelves 
into  a  perfect  calm,  when  he  faid,  "  Peace,  be  ftill;*' 
they  who  faw  a  foul  and  inveterate  leprofy  done 
away  in  a  moment,  by  the  words,  «  Be  clean ;" 
they  who  faw  a  body,  that  had  been  four  days^ 
dead,  arife  from  its  tomb,  when  he  called,  «<  La*- 
zarus,  come  forth  ;"  thefe  might  well  aik,  "  What. 
manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  winds  and 
the  fea,"  difeafe,  and  death  itfelf,  «<  obey  him .?" 
Outwardly  indeed  he  appears  to  be  a  man  j  but 
iurely,  under  that  form,  a  celeftial  vilitant  is  come 
among  us.  Is  not  this  the  Lord  of  nature  ?  Is  not : 
this  man's  Almighty  Redeemer  ? 

When,  at  the  marriage  in  Cana,  he  had  caufed 
water  to  change  its  nature  and  properties,  and  to 
become  wine,  it  is  faid,  "  This  beginning  of  mira- 
cles 
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des  did  Jefus  in  Cans  of  Galilee,  and  manifcjled 
forth  his  glory :  and  his  difciplcs  believed  on  him." 

But  our  hvangelill  faw  more.  He  was  one  of  ihofe 
who  attended  their  Miifter  on  the  mount  of  trans- 
fignration,  and  to  whom  was  vouchfafed  a  glimpfe 
of  that  excellent  glorjr,  which  the  Word  '*  had 
with  the  Father  before  the  world  was,"  and  with 
which  the  hiimanity,  by.  him  aflumed,  is  now  for 
ever  invefted.  The  Divinity,,  enfhrined  within^ 
communicated  its  radiance  outwardly  to  the  body, 
and  even  to  the  garments,,  till  mortality  feemed  to 
be  fwallowed  up  of  life  ;  "  His  face  did*  Ihinc  as  the 
fun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light."  The 
<«  Lord  our  God  became  exceeding  glorious,  he 
.was  clothed  with  majefty  and  honour,  he  decked 
hlmfelf  with  light  as  it  were  with  a  garment." 

And  if  we  reflect  upon  tlie  manner  in  which  it 
plcafed  the  Father  to  exalt  and  ennoble  the  moft 
3*'4fing  circumftarfces  of  his  life  and  death,  by  the 
choir  of  angels  that  defcended  to  celebrate  his 
birth  \  the  new  ftar  which  appeared  in  the  ikies, 
guiding  the  caftern  fages  to  Bethlehem  \  the  voice 
which  anfwercd  him  from  heaven,  in  the  audience 
of  the  Jews ;  the  preternatural  ecHpfe  of  the  fua 
at  his  crucifixion  \  recolledling  at  the  fame  time, 
the  triumph  of  his  rclurredlion  and  the  manner  of 
iiis  afcenfion  in  the  prcfence*  of  his  dilciples;  all 
thefe  particulars  confpire  to  declare  the  glory  not 
of  a  fervant,  as  Mofes,  but  of  a  Son,  of  "  the  on* 
ly  begotten ;"  a  glory  not  of  magnificence  onfy,  or 
one  befet  with  terrors,  like  that  at  Sinai,  but  bear» 
ing  towards  man,  in  every  inftance,  a  benign  and 
nioft  friendly  afpedt ;  as  the  fame  bright  luminary, 
which  rifes  in  glorious  majefty  upon  the  earth>  gives 
life,    health,    and.gladnefs  to    all  its  inhabitants. 

"  W^ 
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<<  We  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  be-- 
gotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

In  a  fublequent  verfe  of  this  chapter,  we  find 
<«  grace  and  truth,''  fet  in  oppofition  to  the  Mofaic 
law.  "  The  law  was  given  by  Mofes,  but  grace  an4 
truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift."  The  law  was  th€ 
difpenfation  of  juftice,  auftere,  rigorous,  inflexible. 
«  He  that  doeth  thefe  things,  fhall  live  in  them  •," 
and,  "  Curfcd  is  he  that  continueth  not  in  all  things 
that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law,,  to  do 
them."  The  Gofpel  is  the  difpenfation  of  mercy, 
mild,  gracious,  forgiving,  faying  to  the  unhappy 
tranfgreiTor  of  the  law,  "  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
and  thou  fhalt  be  faved."  The  law  could  only 
-roake  fin  known,  and,  by  confequence,.  aggravate 
its  guilt ;  the  Gofpel  can  pardon  fin,  and  abolilh 
its  guilt.  Such  is  the  contrafi:  between  the  moral 
law  and  "  grace.**  The  ceremonial  ftands  oppofed 
to  **  truth,'*  not  as  hemgfal/ey  hutjigurative.  "  The 
law  had  a  ihadow  of  good  things  to  come ;  but  the 
body,"  the  fubftance,  the  reality,  the  truth,  point* 
ed  at,  and  delineated  by  fuch  a  (hadowy  reprefen- 
tation,  *«  is  of  Chrift.*'  The  blood  of  bulls  and 
goats,  for  inftance,  was  offered,  but  it  could  not 
take  away  fin ;  it  was  never  intended  fo  to  do ;  it 
was  <^  a  figure  for  the  time  then  prefent,**  defigned 
to  direft  the  faith  of  the  offerer  to  its  correfpon- 
dent  truth,  namely,  the  blood  of  Mefliiah,  to  be 
afterward  Ihed  for  that  purpofe.  In  itfelf,  the  law 
was  iheffeftual,  and,  of  courfe,  if  refted  in,  proved 
fallacious  and  deftruftive. 

But  the  words/  as  they  ftand  in  the  text,  may 
be  taken  in  a  more  extended  fenfe,  comprehending 
the  whole  world,  which,  at  the  time  of  Chrift's 
advent,  was  in  a  ftate  of  error ,  and  condemnation. 
The  two  bleffings,    therefore,    of  which  it  Hood 

molt 
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moft  eminently  in  need,  were,  "grace  and  truth  j** 
grace  to  deliver  it  from  condemnation,  and  truth 
to  correft  its  errors.  Both  thcfe  God  by  Chrift 
did  vouchfafe  to  beftow  upon  it.  "  He  hath  made 
lis  accepted*  in  the  Beloved,"  remitting  our  fins, 
and  receiving  us  to  favour.  He  hath  alfo  fhewn 
tts  the  true  and  the  right  way,  enabling  as  well  Z9 
direAing  us  to  walk  therein.  Grace,  without  truth, 
can  only  mock  us ;  truth,  without  grace,  can  only  af- 
iright  us.  But  when  grace  hath  brought  us  to  him, 
truth  will  keep  us  with  him  :  and  through  grace  wc 
ihall  accomplilh  what  truth  requireth  at  our  hands. 
<«  Surely  his  falvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear  him, 
that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land.  Mercy  and 
truth  are  met  together,  righteoufneis  and  peace  have 
kified  each  other."f 

With  wonder,  gratitude,  and  joy,  therefore,  let 
us  reflefl:  upon  the  honour  done  us  by  the  Word 
being  made  Flesh.  Our  nature  is  exalted  to  the 
throne  of  God ;  there  is  a  man  in  heaven  !  The 
iiifciples  beheld  Chrift's  glory  in  the  days  of  his  hu- 
miliation ;  but  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive the  glory  with  which  God  hath  now  invefted 
"  that  body  which  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  make 
his  own  5  that  b«dy  wherewith  he  hath  favcd  the 
world  ;  that  body  which  hath  been  and  is  the  root 
of  eternal  life,  the  inftrument  wherewith  Deity 
worketh,  the  Sacrifice  which  taketh  away  fin,  the 
price  which  hath  ranfomed  fouls  from  death,  the 
leader  of  the  whole  army  of  bodies  that  {ball  rife 
again.  For  though  it  had  a  beginning  from  us', 
^yet  God  hath  given  it  vital  eflScacy,  heaven  hath 
^endowed  it  with  celeftial  power,  that  virtue  which 

it 
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it  hath  from  above,  in  regard  whereof,  ail  the  an* 
gels  in  heaven, adore  it."* 

And  if  *^  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flefli," 
can  God  hate  the  flefh,  which,  by  bemg  taken  in- 
to one  perfon  with  the  Word,  is  united  to  the 
Godhead  ?  Can  the  Father  hate  Him,  of  whom  h^ 
more  than  once  declared  from  heaven,  **  This  is 
my  beleved  Son,  in-  whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ?" 
«*  And  we  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  fleih, 
and  of  HIS  bones.  It  is  a  great  myftery,"  faith 
the  apoftle,  **  but  I  fpeak  concerning  Chrift  and  the  ^ 
church."  f 

When  man  had  offended,  he  fled  from  his  Ma- 
kpr,  and  dared  no  more  to  approach  the  divine  pre- 
tence. But  now  that  the  Word  incarnate  hath 
publiflied  his  general  invitation — "  O  thou  that 
hearcft  the  prayer,  unto  thee  fhall  all  flefh  come!'* 

If  the  Son  of  God  became  the  Son  of  man,  why 
fhoukl  it  feem  a  thing  incredible,  that  the  fons  of 
men  fhould  become  the  fon^  of  God  ?  "  Beloved, 
now  are  we  the  fons  of  God ;  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  we  Ihall  be.;  but  we  know,  that  when 
Chrift,  who  is  our  life,  fhall  appear,  then  fhall  we 
alio  appear  with  him  in  glory ;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  • 
as  he  is."f 

Delight  we,  then,  to  talk  (and,  fince  the  incar- 
nation of  the  Word,  why  fhould  we  not  delight  to 
talk)  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature  ?  J^et  us  be 
careful  to  a6i:  up  to  it.  To  a  Chrifiian  the  advice 
of  the  philofopher  comes  with  redoubled  force; 

*«  Reverence  yourfelf." Confider,  to  whom  you 

are  related,  by  whom  you  have  been  begotten  a- 
gain  to  a  lively  hope  of  an  unfading  inheritance, 
.The  flock,  from  which  you  are  fprung,  is  noble. 

It 

•  Hooker,  Book  r.  SeO.  54. 
f  Ephef.  V.  30.  \  I  John  ii.  a. 
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11  is  royal>  it  is  divine.  Difgrace  it  not  by  bafe  and 
unworthy  actions.  Your  inheritance  is  with  the 
faints  in  light ;  have  no  fellowihip  with  the  works 
of  darknefs.  Let  your  education  be  fuitaUe  to  youf 
birth,  your  condu(£V  anfweraWe  to  your  expeda-> 
tions.  *  The  infirmities  and  difhonours,  to  which 
mortality  is^  and  mufl:  be  fubjedt,  need  not  difcom- 
pofe  and  afflift  you»  Be  not  difmayed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  pain  and  ficknefs ;  let  not  the  cofSn^and 
the  fhroud  terrify  you.  For  though  "  all  flefh  be 
as  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  of  man  as  the  flower 
of  grafs  ;*  though  "  the  grafs  withereth^  the  flower 
fadeth,'*  kindly  admoniihing  you  to  prepare  for  an 
autumn  and  a  winter,  when  the  fpring  of  youth 
and  the  fummer  of  manhood  fhall  be  pafied  and 
gone ;  yet  *•  the  Word  of  God  abideth  for  ever.** 
And  this  is  the  Word,  which  hath  been  <<  made 
fleih,  and  dwelt  among  us  ;'*  this  is  the  Wo&o,  to 
which  your  nature  is  in  Chrift  united ;  *'  this  is  the 
WoRD>  which  by  the  Gofpel  is  preached  unto  you  \** 
vhofe  glory  there  difplayed,  "  as  the  glory  of  the 
•only  begotten  of  the  Father,'^  you  may  now  be» 
hold ;  and  who,  by  his  «  grace"  preceding,  and  his 
«  truth"  accompanying,  will  lead  you  to  glory,  the 
excellence  of  which,  enjoyment  only  can  enable, 
you  to  compreh£;ndv 

*  Utile  cfle  civitatibos,  tlicit  Varro,  ut  fe  Tlri  fortes,  etiamfi 
falfum  fit,  Diis  ^enitos  cfTe^credant,  ut  eo  modo  humanus  animus 
velut  divinx  Airpis  Bduciem  gercni,  res  magnas  aggrcdiendas  prz« 
fumat  aiiiados,  ct  agat  vekementius.  Augudio.  de  Civit.  Dei. 
JLib.  iii.  p.  49*     Ste  Ltland,  Adfant.  andiScc^fl*.  oi  Rcr.  i.  x€». 

Vol.  I.  M 
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THE  CASE  OF  THE  JEWS. 
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His  o-wn  received  him  ti 


J.  HAT  the  eternal  Son  of  God  fliould  condefcend, 
in  human  form,  to  vifit  his  people,  as  their  Saviour 
and  Redeumer,  U  an  event,  which  may  well  be  al- 
lowed to  excite  our  admiration.  But  how  does  our 
aftonifliment  rife,  when  we  are  informed,  that  his 
■people  refifed  to  reeeivc  fo  gracious  a  vifitant? 

'Ihe  unbeliever,  who  is  continually  prying  into 
every  corner  of  ancient  anJ  modern  hiftory,  for  ar- 
guments to  connteiiance  him  in  his  unbelief,  feizes, 
we  may  be  fure,  with  avidity,  on  this  prominent 
and  msrvellous  circumftancc,  and  labours  to  make 
his  lidvanisge  of  it ;  affecting  to  conclude,  that  the 
incredulity  of  the  Jew  can  on!y  be  accounted  for, 
by  fuppoling  a  deficiency  in  tiic  evidence  laid  be- 
fore him-  And  the  believer,  though  fatisfied  that 
the  miiEon  of  Jefus  ftands  inconteftibly  proved, 
vlll  yet  often  find  himfelf  perplexed,  when  he  re- 
flciteth,  how  ftrange  an  occurrence  it  is,  that  a 
people,  felefted  from  all  others  to  be  the  peculium 
of  theM',l\Highi  by  his  mighty  hand  and  ft  retched 
out  arm  refcued  from  bondage  ;  conduced  through 
all  kinds  of  difficullSes  and  dangers ;  at  length 
fettled  in  a  country  deAined  for  their  habitation ; 
aad  there  coaftituted  the  depoHtu-ies  and  guardi- 
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ans  of  the  divme  oracles  and  inftitutions  v  that  this* 
people  fhould  reject  and  crucify  the  perfon  all  along, 
foretold^  as  we  fay,  by  thofe  oracles^  and  pointed^ 
out  by  thofe  inftitutions. 

The  truth  is^  that  in  all  the  annals  of  mankind, 
and  in  the  whole  compafs  of  fpeculation,  we  meet: 
not  with  a  fubjedl  of  lb  very  lingular  and^  extraor- 
dinary a  nature,  as  that  now  before  us,  namely,  the 
cafe  of  the  Jews,     It  may  be  added,  that  there  is 
none,  on  every  account,  more  deferving  the  deep- 
and  attentive  conlideration  of  Chriftians.     Let  us» 
therefore,  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  phaenomc^ 
non,  with  which  they  prefcnt  us.      Let  us  hear- 
their  plea,  and  examine  the  grounds  and  reafons^ 
00  which  it  is  founded* 

They  did  not,  becaufe  they  cotild  not,  deny  that* 
the  Son   of  .Mary  wrought   miracles;    miracles^, 
though  difiering  in  kind,  yet  equal,  in  number  and' 
magnitude,  to  thofe  performed  by  their  own  great: 
lawgiver.     Why,  then,  believing  Mofes^  did  they 
not  believe  him  ?  What  was  it,  that  could  occafion- 
their  infidelity?  That  which  occafions  it  at^ll  times,, 
and  in  all  places,,  when  proper  evidence  is  oflFered, 
and  rejefbed — ^Thc  adoption  of  certain  prejudices  ^ 
and  prepofleffions,  as  firft  principles,  in  oppofitiont 
to  which  no  evidence  is  to  be  admitted.     Four 
points  were  by  them  taken  for  granted,  from  which' 
flowed  all  their  reafonings,  and  all  their  proceed- 
ings. 

The  points  were  thefe : 
F'trjl^  That,  as  the  chofen  feed  of  Abraham,, 

they,  had  an  exclufive  indefeafibk  right  tO' 

the  favours  of  heaven. 
Stcondlyy  That  the  law  of  Mofes,  on  account. 

of.  its  own  intrinlic  efficacy,  and  without  aj 

M  %  viewtf 
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view  to  any  thing  farther,  was  ordained  for 
perpetual  observance. 
Thirdly f  That  the  pofTeSion  of  their  city,  tern-, 
pie,  and  country,  in  peace,  wealth,  and  prof-* 
perity,  was  the  end  of  the  promifes. 
Fourthly y  That  the  prophecies  warranted  them 
in  the  expeftation  of  a  Mcfliah,  who,  as  a, 
temporal  prince,  fhould  fecure  them  in  fuch 
pofleffion,  by  fubduing  their  civil  enemies^, 
and  reigning  over  them,  in  Judea. 
If  thefe  things  were  fo,  they  had  much,  indeed, 
io  fay  for  themfelves.     But  let  us  fee,   whether 
there  be  not,  in  their  own  Scriptures,  evidence  fuf*. 
ficient  to  fet  thefe  pofitions  afide,  and  to  condemn 
thofe  men,  who,  upon  the  ftrength  of  them,  rejec- 
ted and  crucified  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 

Theiirjirjl  pofition  was,  that,  as  the  chofcn  feed 
of  Abraham,  they  had  an  exclulive  and  indefeafible 
right  to  the  favours  of  heaven. 

For  thus,  in  reading  the  gofpel  hiftory,  we  find 
them  continually  priding  themfelves  in  their  defcent 
irom  Abraham;  as  if,  in  order  to  their  acceptance 
with  God,  nothing  were  required,  but  a  proof  of 
their  relation  to  that  patriarch ;  and  as  if,  while 
that  relation  fubfifted,  no  mifconduft  of  their  own 
could  occaiion  them,  as  a  nation,  to  forfeit  fuch  ac* 
ceptance.  When  our  Lord  fpake  to  them  concern- 
ing that  liberty  wherewith  he  came  to  make  them 
free,  they,  miftaking  fpiritual  for  civil  liberty,  con^ 
fidently  and  roundly  replied,  "  We  are  Abraham's 
feed,  and  were  never  in  bondage  to  any  man ;"  *^ 
unaccountably  forgetting,  as  it  fhould  feem,  what 
they  had  formerly  fuffered  in  Egypt  and  Babylon,, 
and  the  ftate  in  which  they  livedo  at  that  very  time, 
under  the  Roman  power.     The  mention  of  hea-. 

*•  JoHq  ¥iii.  33, 
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▼en V  mercy  being  extended  to  the  Gentiles,  al- - 
ways   put   them   befide  themfelvjs.      Chrift  only^. 
hinted  the  cafe  of  Elijah  healing  Naanian  the  Sy^. 
rian^  and  that  of  Elifha  being  fent  to  a  widow  of 
Sarepiay*   leaving  the  application  to   themfelves.. 
They  under{lood  him,-  and  endeavoured  inftantly, 
to  deilroy  him.     St  Paul,  relating  the  ftory  of  his. 
converfion,  was  patiently  heard,   till  he  touched, 
upon  the  circumftance  of  his  miffion  to  the  Gentiles,- 
"They  gave  him  audience  to  this  word,  and  then 
lifced  up  their  voices,  and  faid,  Away  with  fuch  a, 
fellow  from  the  earth,   for  it  is  not  fit  that  he. 

lliouldlive!"t 

Now  this  notion  was  taken  up,  in  direft  oppo-  - 

firion  to  their  own  Scripture*. 

For  they  negledled  to  obfcrve^  what  it  was  very  ' 
obvious  for  any  one  to  obferve,  who  read  the  Scrips 
tureS)  that  Abraham  himfelf  was  not  chofenand.  • 
blefTed,  merely  as  Abraham  the  fon  of  Terah ;  but  • 
as  a  fervant  of  .God,  tried  in  various- ways,  and,  in -^ 
all,  found  faithful  and  obedient.  -  They  fhould,  ^ 
therefore,  have  refle fled,  that  his  defcendents,  of/ 
courfe,  flood  on  the  fame  foot,  and  would  not  be.  - 
accounted  the.  children  of-  Abraham,  when  they  ; 
ceafed  to  do  the  works  of  Abraham.^  - 

The  fame  leiTon  mig|?it  have  been  learned  from  4 
that  part  of  the  facred  hiftory,  which  records  the. 
rejeflion  of  I/hmael  the  eldeil  fon  of  Abraham  ;  ^ 
and  afterward,    of .  Efau.  the  firft  born  of  Ifaac. 
Thefe  tranfa^ions  evinced,   that   no  dependence. ' 
could  be  placed  oil  the  incident  of  being  the  feed  •£. 
Abraham;  fince,  of  that  feed,  for  certain  reafons^.c 
fome  have  been  rejefted,  while  others^cre  accep-^- 
te<i.     So  it  had  been  formerly,  and  therefore,  in  lu 
parallel  circumftances,  fo  it  might  be-  again. 

M  3  Remarkable,  ., 

•  Lukeiir.  af.        +  A€ci  xxiu  a*.  -      f  See  John  ▼«.  39,>- 
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Remarkable,  to  this  purpofe,  was  the  caft  oS 
their  anccftors,  who  came  out  of  Egypt.  A  pro- 
xnife  was  made,  that  they  fhould  enter  into  Canaan*. 
But  the  promife  was  afterwards  revoked,  becaufe  it 
■was  conditional.  They  fell  in  the  wilderneis,  and 
others  fucceeded  to  the  inheritance.  And  why  did 
they  not  enter  into  reft  ?  For  the  fame  reafon 
which  keeps  the  Jews  out,  at  this  hour ;  becaufe  of 
their  unbelief,  and  hardncfs  of  heart. 

The  light  of  God's  countenance  was  frequently 
withdrawn  from  the  Ifraelltes,  when  they  finned,, 
and  again  reftored,  upon  their  repentance.  Other 
qualifications  were  therefore  requifite,  without 
which,  it  little  availed  them  to  be  of  the  houjfe  and 
lineage  of  Abraham. 

It  fhould  have  been  recolle6ted  by  the  Jews,  that 
the  grand  and  capital  promiie  made  to  Abraham 
was  not  limited,  to  his  natural  pofttrity,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  mod:  exprefs  terms  that  language 
could  afford,  extended  to  all  others.  It  was  the^ 
promife  of  the  Seed,  that  is,  the  Mefliah,  in  whom, 
not  Ifrael  only  according  to  the  flefh,  but  "  all 
THE  NATIONS  OF  THE  EARTi-P  fhould  be  bleiTcd."  * 
And  for  this  reafon,  the  promife  was  made,  prevt- 
♦ous  to  the  covenant  of  circumcifion,  under  which 
the  Jews  claimed.  In  the  ftate  of  uncircumcifion 
**  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto 
him  for  righteoufnefs  ;'*  plainly  becoming  thereby 
the  father  of  them  who  fliould  afterward  believe 
like  him,  though  not  circumcifed  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
the  father  of  the  Gentiles,  or  "nations  of  the 
earth,"  one  day  to  be  blefled,"  in  the  promifed 
Seed,  or  MefEah. 

The  Jews  trufted  in  Mofes,     "Wherefore,  then, 
did  they  not  hear  Mofes,  and  attend  to  what  he 

had 

•  Gen.  xn.  j. 
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had  to  fay  to  them  ?    In  the  plaineft  words  he  had 
t»ld  them,  1 500  years  before,  what  at  length  appear- 
ed to  St  Peter,  who,  for  fome  time,  had  the  preju*. 
dices  of  a  Jew  about  him ;  that  "  God  did  not  re- 
fpeft  perfons  ;"*  He  had  told  them,  that  if  they, 
rebelled  againft  their  God,  they  fhould  be  "  pu* 
nifhed,  Tii  Jlrangtrs  were  punifhed  ;  and  as  the  /w-- 
tkm^  {o  fhould  they  perifh/'f    Nay,  he  had  clearly 
pred  idled,  that  the  days  would  come,  when  upon  their 
rejeftion  for  their  abominable  iniquities,  the  Gen- 
tiles fhould  be  taken  in  their  room,  to  "  provoke" 
them  to  jealoufy."^     Before  the  time  of  Mofes, 
their  progenitor  Jacob  l^ad  declared,  that  whenever- 
Shiloh  fhould  come,  "  the  nations  would  be  ga- 
thered to  him. "II       How  very  bold  and   explicit 
Jfaiah  continually  is  upon  this  topic  of  light,  life, 
and  falvation  to  be  manifcfted,  through  Mefliah,  to. 
the  Gentiles,  is  well  known.     Malachi  was  the  laft. 
of  their  prophets.     He  lived  within  400  years  of 
the  appearance  of  Jefus.    What  a  prophecy  did  he 
leave  upon  the  fubjedt,  penned,  as  it  were,  with  a 
fun  beam — *^  I  have  no  pleafure  in  you,  faith  the- 
Lord  of  hofts,  neither  will  I  accept  an  offering  at 
your  hand  :  for  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great 
among  the  Gentiles^  and  in  every  place  incenfc  Ihall 
be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering :  for 
my  name  fhall  be  great  among  the  H^athen^  faith 
the  Lord  ofhofts."§ 

Such  are  the  documents  and  the  warnings,  con- 
tained in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teflament,  againft 
the  firft  tenet  of  the  Jews,  that,  as  the  chofcn  feed 
of  Abraham,  they  had  an  exclufive  and  indefcafible 

right 

•  Dent.  X.  17.  See  A^s  x.  34.  f  Dcut.  vH.  19,  ao. 

I  Deut.  xxxii.  10,  ii.  {{  Gen.  xlix.  SO. 

§  MaLi.  IO»li. 
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right  to  the  favours  of  heaven.     Yet,  with  thefeV 
Scriptures- in  their  hands,  in  their  heads,  in  their- 
mouths,  and  upon  their  phyladleries,  boafting.  and, 
glorying  upon  every  occaiion,  in  an  exadt.  and  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  them,  did  thofe  men^  after 
having  crucified  Jefus,  pierfecute  his  apoftles  unto. 
t4ie  death,  from  city  to  city,  becaofe  the  Gentiks. 
were  invited  to  fhare  the  beneiks  and  bleflings  of- 
the  Gofpel. — Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice  !  Such 
the  illufion  of  felf-love  ! 

Proceed  we  to   coniider   their  fecand  pofition, . 
namely,  that  the  law  of  Mofes,  on  account  of  its- 
own  intrinfic  efficacy,  and  without  a  view  to  any. 
thing  farther,  was  ordained  for  perpetual  obfer- 
vance. 

It  was  by  no  means  fafe,  before  an  audience  of 
Jews,  to  hint,  though  ever  fo  remotely,  at  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  Mofaic  rites  confidered  in  therafclves 
to  procure  the  divine  favour  \  or  to.  inllnuate, . 
though  ever  fo  covertly,  the  termination  and  abo- 
lition of  that  fyftem.  Some  of  the  <*  blafphemous 
words,"  charged  upon  the  protomartyr  St  Stephen,  , 
and  for  which  he  was  floned,  were  thefe ;  «*  that 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  ihould  change  the  cuftoms,  or 
rites,  which  Mofes  delivered,"  *  In  their  ears,  this, 
was  the  worft  of  blafphemies.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  Stephen  had  ufed  fuch  an  expreflion ;  it  is. 
probable,  at : that  feafon,  he  was  more  guarded;, 
and,  they,  who  depofed  their  teftimony  againft  him,, 
are  ftyled,  "  falfe  witneifcs."  By  urging  fome  pro- 
phecy, or  parallel,  from  the  Old  Teftament,  as  he. 
afterwards  urged  feveral  in  his  apology,  it  is  likely, 
he  had  intimated  as  much  5  and  the  words  them-. 
felves,  with  which  he  (lands  charged,  contain  no- 
thing more  than  the  truth,-  fufficiently  attefted  by 

the : 

•  h&a  tL  13,  14. 
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the  law  itfelf;  which  all  along  carried  in  it  the 
moft  plenary  and  abundant  evidence  of  its  own  pre- 
fent  inefficacy,  and  future  diffolution  ;  as  they,  wha 
pi'ided  themfelvcs  in  the  ftudy  and  interpretation 
of  it,  ought  to  have  known. 

For,  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  law— Let  us,  for 
a  moment,  fuppofe,  with  the  Jew,  that  the  legal 
ceremonies,  in  themfelves,  without  having  refpeft 
to  any  thing  above  and  beyond  them,  were  indeed 
efie£tive  of  the  purpofcs,  for  which  they  were  faid 
to  be  deiigned. — To  what  ilrange  conclulions  fhall 
we  be  led  ?  We  muft  conclude,  that  the  death  of 
a  beaft  could  render  the  Deity  propitious  to  the  of- 
ferer ;  that  a  goat  could  carry  the  tranfgrefEons  of 
a  congregation  into  the  wilder nefs ;  that  the  blood 
of  bulls  could  atone  for  fin  ;  that  water,  with  the 
afhes  of  a  red  heifer  infufed  in  it,  could  purge  a* 
way  the  pollutions  of  the  mind;  and  the  like. 
But  againft  fuch  conclulions  common  fenfe  exclaims, 
aloud,  and  forces  us  to  dmw  another,  and  the  on- 
ly juft  and  proper  inference,  namely,  that  fuch  rite» 
(ferived  their  virtue  not  from  themfelves,  but  from 
perfons  and  adlions  reprcfented  by  them ;  that  they 
were  a  £gure  for  the  time  being ;  a  (hadow  exhi-- 
biting  to  the  faith  of  the  pious  and  intelligent  to«- 
tary  the  fhape  and  lineaments  of  a  fubftance,  which 
did  not  appear.  This  muft  ever  be  the  cafe  of  ex- 
ternal ceremonies  in  religion ;  and  we  ourfelves 
fiiould  be  in  a  Situation  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Jew, 
if  blindly  and  ignorantly  adhering  to  the  letter  of 
our  own  facraments,  exclufivc  of  the  things  they 
iignify,  and  the  difpoiitions  they  require,  we  ihould 
fuppofe  a  power  inherent  in  the  baptifmal  water, 
to  waih  away  guilt,  and  in  the  euchariilic  elements, 
to  confer  pardon  and  peace* 

Again> 
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Again.     Be  pleafed  to  obfcrve  the  opposite  cha- 
rafter  given,  at  different  times,   of  the  fame  rites* 
One  while  it  is  jfiiid,  that  they  were  highly  accep- 
table to  God  ;    that  he  was  delighted  with  the  fa- 
vour of  the  facrifices,  and  well  pleafed,  as  it  is  na-- 
turiil  to  fuppofe  he  fhould  be,  with  the  obfervancc 
of  his  own  inflitutions.     At  other  times,  wc  hear- 
him  declaring,  with  indignation,  that  his  foul  was 
weary  with  od:erings,  and  hated  the  appointed  feails; 
that  he  could  not  away  with  the  new  moons  and 
fabbaths  ^  that  incenfe  was  an  abomination  to  him  ;. 
and,  in  a  word,  that  he  would  not  eat  the  flefh  of 
bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats.     Now,  if  we 
take  the  law  and  its  rites  to  have  been  the  things 
really  and  ultimately  deiigned,  as  in  themfeves  ex-- 
cellent  and  e£Ecacious,    they  would  have  been  aU 
-  ways  plcafing  to  God,  like  duties  intriniically  good 
and  virtuous,  of  which  we  never  hear  the  Almighty 
fpeaking,  as  he  doth  of  thefe  facrifices  and  obla- 
tions.    But  if  the  legal  rites  were  figurative  j  if  they 
were  fymbolical  of  internal  difpofitions  and  afttons ; . 
then  would  they  necefTarily  become  pleafing  and- 
difpleafing  to  God,  in  different  refpefts  :  pleafing,. 
when  accompanied  by  fuch  internal  difpofitions  and- 
adtions ;  when  disjoined  from  them,  and  refled  in 
as  meritorious,  to  the  laft  degree  difpleafing,  hate- 
ful, and  abominable.     They  are  faid  to  have  been 
both  the  one  and  the  other;  and  therefore,  were  moft 
indubitably  figurative.     To  any  confidering  perfon 
the  thing  fpeaks  itfelf.' 

But  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  did  not 
leave  a  truth  of  fuch  importance  to  be  inferred. 
They  have  exprefsiy  declared  it. 

To  inflance  in  that  rite,  which  was  the  difcrimina- 
ting  and  char  after  iftic  mark  of  the  feed  of  Abraham, . 
cirQunKifipn.     Mofcs  himfelf  hath  affirmed  that  a 

fpirituali 
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!f|Hritual  or  mental  circumciiion  was  intended  ;  and 
that  the  end  of  that  commandment  was  the  love  of 
God,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  faith  unfeigned. 
•*  Cirumcife  (fays  he)  the  foreikin  of  your  hearts 
«n<i  be  no  more  ftiff  necked."*  And  again,  <*  The 
Lord  thy  God  fhall  circumcife  thy  heart,  and  the 
heart  of  thy  feed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
^11  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  may- 
eft  live."f  When  a  Jew,  reading  ttis,  ftill  conti*- 
nues  to  think,  that  the  legal  rites  were  inftituted  for 
their  own  fake,  and  that  their  value  lies  in  the  opus 
operatum^  is  the  veil  on  Mofes'  face,  or  on  his 
heart  ?  For  hath  not  Mofes  told  him^  in  terms  a^ 
plain  as  thoie  in  which  St  Paul  hath  told  1//,  that 
He  is  not  a  Jew,  who  is  one  outwardly,  nor  is  that 
^ircumcifion,  which  is  outward  in  the  flefh ;  but 
lie  is  a  Jew,  who  is  one  inwardly  \  and  circum- 
ciiion is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in 
the  letter  J  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  df 
vGod."t 

Thus  with  regard  to  the  many*ablution8  enjoin*- 
ed  and  pra6tifed  under  the  law — «  Wa(h  ye,  make 
jre  clean,"  faith  God  to  his  people,  by  the  prophet 
Jfaiah.  So  faf,  the  terms  are  legal,  and  may  be 
deemed  ambiguous  :  but  by  what  immediately  fol- 
lows, their  meaning  is  explained  and  £xed  ;  <<  Put 
^way  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes, 
ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well."j|  As  if  he  had 
iaid,  what  avails  the  outward  and  vifible  fign,  with- 
out the  thing  fignified  by  it  ?  When  we  read  in  the 
li.  Pfalm,  "  Purge  me  with  hyflop,  and  I  fhall  be 
clean ;  wafh me,  and!  fliall  be  whiter  than  fnowj"  j 
we  may  think  we  hear  the  voice  of  a  Jew*  But  let 
4us  hear  him  again—"  Wafh  me  thoroughly  from 

mine 

^  Deut.  X.  16.        t  Deiit.  xxx.  6.        t  Rom.  n.  ult. 
t  Ifax.  i.  r6, 17.  $  liai.  li.  7* 
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mine  iniquity,  and  cleanfe  me  from  my  fin,     Hidie 
thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniqui«» 
ties.     Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God  5  and  re- 
new a  right  fpirit  within  me.     Caft  me  not  away 
from  thy  prefence,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit 
from  me.     Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  falva- 
tion,  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spirit."*     What 
^an  a  Chrift'^n — What  can  the  devouteft  and  beft 
informed  Chriftian  in  the  like  unhappy  circumftan- 
ces,  fay  more,  than  thus  to  pray,  that  God  would 
by  his  mercy  pardon  the  guilt,  and  efiace  the  ftain 
of  fin,  and  renew  the  heart  and  foul  again  to  righte- 
oufnefs,  by  the  grace  and  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit  t 
And  whoever  perufes  with  attention  the  writings 
of  the  prophets,  will  find,  that  it  is  always  one 
part  of  their  employment,  to  recall  the  Ifraelites 
from  the  dead  letter  to  the  living  fpirit  of  their  law ; 
to  prefs  upon  them  the  neceffity  of  fuing  for  the 
divine  favour  by  that  true  repentance,   and  that 
ftedfaft  faith  in  God's  promifes,  in  the  exercifc  of 
Xvhich  it  was  the  defign  of  their  ritual  to  train  them. 
The  office  of  a  Chriftian  minifter,  mutatis  mutandh 
is,  in  this  particular,  the  fame ;  and  it  may  be  ext* 
cuted,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  in  the  very  fame 
language.      The  noble  and  affefting  exhortatiort 
in  our  Commination  ofiice  affords  a  ftriking  proof 
of  this ;  where  the  prophetical  and  the  evangelical 
cxprcffions  are  finely  interwoven,  and,  like  the  co>- 
lours  in  a  good  pi(Sture,  moft  harmonioufly  melt 
into  each  other. 

To  fpeak  a  word  more,  touching  the  perpetuitf 
of  the  law  of  Mofes.  The  Jew  argues  for  it,  from 
the  immutability  of  God.  But  it  is  no  more  a  re- 
flexion upon  the  divine  immutability,  that  the  law, 
liaving  anfwered  its  end,  fliould  be  abolijlhed,  than 

it 

*  Pf.  Ih  ft,  9,  et  fcq. 
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it  is»  that  the  world  ihouid  be  deftroyed,  after  the 
accocnpliihaient  of  the  defign,  for  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. He^  who  gave  the  law,  foretold,  in  the  clear-* 
eft  termS)  bj  his  prophets,  that,  at  a  certain  period^ 
it  {hould  ceaie ;  that  he  would  maice  a  new  covenant 
by  the  Meiliah,  and  that  the  old  covenant  ihouid  be 
difannulled  ,*  that  the  old  things  ihouid  pafs  away, 
and  be  forgotten ;  f  that  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
ihouid  con\e  no  more  to  mind;!  that  the  legal  facrifi* 
ces  ihouid  cSMe,  and  facrifices  of  a  purer  kind  be  efta« 
bliihed  in  their  room ;  ||  that  the  Aaronical  order  of^ 
prieilhood  ihouid  be  diiToWed,  and  the  order  of  Mel* 
chifedeck  be  introduced  by  the  Meffiah;  and  that  this 
latter  prieilhood  ihouid  be  an  ordinaqce  for  ever.  $ 

From  thefe  coniiderations  it  appears,  that  the 
law,  id'  its  nature,  was  iigurative  and  traniitory,  be- 
ing a  difpenfation  interpofed  between  the  promiie 
and  its  accomplifliment.  Previous  to  the  law,  the 
Gofpel  was  preached  to  Abraham,  that  in  his  feed, 
the  MeiEah,  all  nations  ihouid  be  bleiTed.  The 
fame  Gofpel,  at  the,  beginnings  had  been  preached 
to  Adam,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman,  or  the  Mei^ 
£ah,  Ihouid  bruife  the  head,  that  is,  deilroy  the 
power  of  the  old  ferpent,  who  is  called  the  devil 
and  Satan,  who  deceived  our  iiril  parents,  and  de- 
ceiveth  the  whole  world.  But  as  there  was  to  be 
a  long  interval  between  the  promife  and  its  perfor- 
mance, in  tbe  mean  time,  till  the  feed  (hould  come, 
to  whom  the  promife  was  made,  the  law  took  men 
«nder  its  tuition,  prefcribed  to  them  their  duty, 
ihewed  them  their  guilt  and  their  pollution,  and 
pointed  out  the  means  of  pardon  and  fan<^ification. 
When  the  promife  was  fulfilled,  and  the  feed  came, 
it  had  executed  its  oiHce,  and  ceafed  of  coarfe. 

Vol.  I.  N  giving 

•  Jer  xxJti.  31.        f  Ifai.  xini.  i8,  19.        t  Jer.  iii.  16/ 
J  Mai.  i.  lo.       §  Pf.  ex.  4.    See  PascA a t's  Thought*,  P.  jS;. 
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giving  place  to  him,  whom  it  had  hitherto  frtSi* 
-gated  and  prediAed.  It  fpoke  by  the  mouth  of 
the  aged  and  dying  Simeony  when>  upon  embracing 
the  cl»id  Jefus  in  the  temple>  he  exclaimed,  «  Lord, 
now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  ao- 
cording  to  thy  word ;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy 
ialvation,  which  thou  haft  prepared  before  the  face 
of  all  people ;  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and 
4o  be  the  glory  of  thy  people  Ifrael."  ^ 
-  The  third  point,  taken  for  granted  1>y  the  Jews 
ia  our  Saviour's  time,  was,  that  the  pofiefQon  of 
their  city,  temple  and  country,  in  peace,  wealth^ 
and  profperity,  was  the  end  of  the  promifes«  ^ 

But  their  own  Scriptures  militate,  with  equal 
ibrce,  againft  this  notion  likewife. 

For  here,  we  muft  rfccolkft  again,  that  the  pro- 
thife^  emphatically  fo  ililed,  wasjnade,  in  Al)raham, 
to  "  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,"  who  could  not 
poflSldy  have  any  concern  in  the  bleffing  of  Canaan* 

We  muft  obferve,  that,  if  Canaan  were  indeed 
the  end  of  the  promife,  the  fathers  of  the  Jewifh 
people,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  never  were, 
nor  could  hope  to  be  partakers  of  it.  They  fo- 
journed  in  the  land  of  Promife,  as  in  a  ftrange  land, 
Cod  gave  them  none  inheritance  in  it,  not  fo  much 
as  to  let  their  foot  on.  They  confeffed  themfelves 
to  be  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  travelling  towards  a 
country,  in  which  they  might  fix  their  abode. 
Such  they  lived,  and  fuch  they  died.  The  coun- 
try, therefore,  which  they  fought,  was  one  beyond 
the  grave. 

When  the  children  of  Abraham  were  fettled  in 
Canaan,  true  ifraelites  underftood,  that  the  reft 
they  there  enjoyed  was  by  no  means  the  real,  per- 
manent, final  refi,  promifed  and  intended.     In  the" 
xcv.  PlaUn,  D^vid,  though  king  of  llrael,  and  fcat- 
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cdl  on  the  hill  of  Sion,  ftill  fpestks  of  another  future 
red,  warning  the  people  of  his  time,  that  they  fell 
not  (laort  of  it,  as  their  anceftors,  who  came  out  of 
Egypt,  fell  fhort  of  Canaan,  through  unbelief  and 
difobedience.  If  Joihua  had  given  them  the  true 
final  reft}  David  fo  long  afterward  could  not  have 
fpoken  of  another  day  of  trial,  and  another  reft  re^ 
ferved  in  ftore  for  the  faithful.  For  this  reafon  it 
is,  that  the  fame  David,  in  that  fublicne  and  devout 
aft  of  praife  and  thankfgivlog  uttered  juft  before^ 
his  death,  recognizing  the  mercies  of  God  to  Ifiraei 
in  the  land  of  Promiie,  yet  makes  the  very  confef* 
fion  which  the  ancient  patriarchs  had  made*  whea 
they  had  none  inheritance  in  that  land.  «  We  are 
ftrangers  before  thee,  our  God,  and  fojourners,  as^- 
were  all  our  fathers :  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as 
a  fhadow,  and  there  is  none  abiding."  * 

If,  therefore,  the  land  of  Canaan  were  not  the 
true  and  final  feat  of  reft,  peace  and  felicity  for  the 
people  of  God,  we  muft  conclude  concerning  that», 
as*we  did  above  concerning  the  law,  that  it  terjxu*^ 
aated  not  in  itfelf,  nor  was  given  for  its  own  fake^ 
but  was  alfo,  in  its  kind,  a  figure,  for  the  time  then^ 
prefeat,  of  a  glorious  and  permanent  pofleffion  in 
a  better  world,  where  all  thofc,  who  live  and  die: 
in  the  Lord,  fliall  indeed  rei^  from  their  labours^ 
The  Jews  had  fufficicnt  grounds,  from  their  own 
Scriptures,  to  conrid.er  it  as  fuch.     They  fhould 
have  confidered  it  as  fuch^  and  they  (l>ould  have 
carried  on  their  thoughts' to  the  reft  and  the  inhe** 
ritance  of  the  faints  in  light,  whither  their  fathers 
weregone  before  them  through  faith  in  the  promifed 
feed,  the  Melliah,  whofe  ojSice  it  was,  like  another^ 
Joihua,  by  vanquiftiing  the  adverfc  powers,  to  open 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  that  true,  land  of  PromUe 
to  all  believers. 
.•i.Cilia)a.«tix.  li.  N  i.  The: 
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Tht  fourth  poiition  maintained  by  the  Jews  war, 
that  the  prophecies  warranted  them  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  9  Meffiah,  who^  as  a  temporal  prince,  ihould 
fecnre  them  in  their  poiTefiionSy  by  fubduing  their 
civil  enemies,  and  reigning  over  them  in  Judea. 
•  The  fame  prejudice  which  operated  with  regard 
to  the  family  of  Abraham,  the  law  of  Mofes,  and 
the  land  of  Promife,  operated  likewife  with  regard 
to  the  Mefliah.  This  was  but  a  natural  and  necef- 
fary  confequence.  For  if  they  had  fixed  their 
tlioughts  on  their  national  privileges,  their  ceremo* 
nies,  and  the  inheritance  of  Canaan,  the  Meiliah 
by  them  deflred  muit  needs  be  one,  who  would  de- 
fend and  preferve  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  thofe 
privileges,  thofe  ceremonies,  and  that  inheritance. 
Accordingly,  the  notion  current  among  the  Jews, 
when  our  Lord  was  upon  earth,  and  which,  w€ 
find,  ftuck  faft  to  his  difciples  even  after  his  refur- 
reClion,  was,  that  Mefliah,  when  he  came,  ihould 
"  reftore  again  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael."  *  And  the 
grand  argument  iniifled  on  in  the  Talmud,  and  by 
the  Rabbins,  is,  that  he  did  not  fubdue  the  nations 
by  the  force  and  terror  of  his  arms.  He  overcame 
not  the  Gentiles,  fay  they,  with  martial  power ;  he  i 

loaded  us  not  with  their  fpoils ;  he  neither  enlarged  ^ 

our  dominion,  nor  incrcafed  our  power,  f  ^ 

Now  the  Scriptures   do   undoubtedly  defcribc  j 

Meffiab,    as  one,    who  fliould  deli\er  his  people  | 

from  their  enemies,  and  reign  over  them  in  glori- 
ous roajefty.  I'he  Jews  cojiltrued  thofe  pafTages  of 
a  temporal  deliverance  from  the  Roman  yoke,  and  «  I 

a  temporal  reigp  in  Faleitine.     But  did  they  con-  ' 

ftiue  them  aright  ?  Do  not  the  fame  bcriptures  un- 
fold the  delign  of  his  coming,  and^  the  procel's  of 
the  redemption  by  him,  in  the  fuUeft  and  moft  par- 

ticulatr 
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tf cul^ir  manner  ?  Surely  they  do.     How  many  paf- 
fagcs  ^Q  thete,  always  aUowed  by  the  anciest,  and 
not  now  denied,  by  the  modern  Jews,  to  belong, 
V^  ID  Meffiah,  which  defcribe  him  as  poor,  lowly,  de- 

fpifed,  afflitfted,  opprefled,  dying,  dead  ?    Woald 
you  no\V  compofe  a  man's  charaAer,  without  ac* 
counting  for  the  contrarieties  in  it?  Can  yoa  be 
faid  to  have  com\)ofed  that  of  the  MelSah,  while 
yoH  l^ave  out  one  half,  of  it  ?  Are  you  not  bound 
to  find  a  perfon,  in  whom  all  the  feemingly  con* 
tradiclory  particulars  are  reconciled  ?     They  are 
cafily,  they  are  completely  reconcHeH  in  the  perfoix 
©f  Jefus>  as  fet  forth,  by  us  Chriftians,  in  his  two-*- 
fbld  nature,  as  God  and  man.     They  never  were^, 
they  never  will,  they  never  can  be  reconciled  irt 
any  other :  and  the  Jews,  by  their  modem  fi6HoQi 
of  two  different  Meffiahs,  to  anfwer  the  purpcrfc^, 
have  at  once  juftified  us,  and  given  fentence  againft. 
themfelves. 

Buc  that  the^forc^  of  the  prophetfcal  teftimony 
in  favour  of  the  Meffiahfhip  of  Jefus  may  appear  at 
one  view,  permit  me,  in  a  concife  and  fummary 
way,  to  recall  the  feveral  particularb  of  it  to  your 
remembrance,  as  I  find  them  collefted.  by  a  very, 
learned  and  eminent  writer. 

The  prophets  fpeak  of  a  new  and  fecond  cove- 
nant,  whic-h  God  would  make  with  his  people:: 
they  mention,  not  once,  or  twice,  but  very  often,, 
the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  from  fupcrftition  and 
idolatry,  to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God :  theyc 
^cak  of  four  fuccefl^ve  empires,  th&laft  of  which 
was  the  Roman  empire  j  and  under-  this  laft  em- 
pire, they  fay,  that  a  new  and  everlafVing  kingdom 
ihould  be  eftablifhed,  by  one,  to  whom  God  fhould 
give  abfolutc  power  and  dominion.  A  great  per- 
foa  was  to  come,  who  fliould  be  Immanuel^  or  God 
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with  us^  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  man^  the 
feed  of  Abraham  and  of  David ;  born  of  a  virgin,, 
poor  and  obfcure»  and  yet  one  whom  David  calls 
his  Lord ;  the  Lord  to  whom  the  temple  belonged,, 
the  mighty  God,  a  great  king,  an  everlafting  priefl^ 
though  not  of  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  born  at  Bethle- 
hem ;  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  but  greater  thaa 
Mofes ;  a  prophet,  who  (ball  proach  to. the  poor 
and  meek,  and  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  comfort  the  mourners,  and  heal  the  broken 
hearted ;  who  fhould  proclaim  his  Gofpel^  firfl  and 
principally,  in  the  land  of  Zebulon  and  Naphtali,. 
in  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles;  who  iliould  have  a  fore- 
runner in  the  fpirit  of  lilias,  crying  in  the  wildtr- 
nefs,  Prepare  ye  the  way  ol  the  Lord ;  who  Ihould 
inftruft  in  a  mild  and  peaceable  manner,  without 
wrath  and  contention,  before  the  deflru^Slion  of  the 
temple,  in  which  temple  he  fliould  be  feen  and 
"heard  ;  who  fhowld  enter  Jerufalem  meek  and  hum- 
ble, and  riding  on  an  afs  ;  who  fliould  work  mira- 
cles more  than  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets,  and 
miracles  of  the  nierciful  and  beneficent  kind,  open, 
the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  and 
make  the  dumb  to  praife  God,  and  the  lame  to 
leap  as  an  hart ;  who,  notwithf^anding  all  his  pow- 
er and  goodnefs,  ihould  be  rejedled  by  the  greater- 
part  of  the  nation,  to  whom  he  fhould  be  a  {tum- 
bling block ;  who  Ihould  be  deipifed  and  afHicSted^ 
a  man  of  forrow,  and  cut  off  from  the  land  ©f  the 
living  9  who  fhould  have  enemies  numerous,  pow- 
erful, crafty,  and  wicked ;  who  fliould  be  accufed 
by  falfe  witnefTes,  betrayed  by  an  intimate  and  par- 
ticular friend,  fold  for  thirty  pieces  of.  filver,  and 
the  money  given  for  a  potter's  field,  when  it  had 
been  flung  away  by  the  traitor,  who  fhould  not 
lite  long  after  his  crime^  and  whofe  of&ce  ihould 
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be  filled  up  by  another :  that  the  enemies  of  this 
blefled  perfon  fhould  vfe  him  contumelioufly, buf- 
fet him,  and  fpit  upon  him,  while  he  ihould  be  led 
like  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  not  opening  his  mouthy, 
but  to  intercede  for  the  tranfgreilbrs ;  that  his  e- 
nemies  fhould  drip  him  of  his  ralmenti  divide  it 
among  themfelves,  and  caft  lots  upon  it,  furround 
him,  pierce  his  hands  and  his  feet,  mock  him^  and 
ihake  their  heads  at  him,  give  him  gall  to  eat,  and 
vinegar  to  drink ;  that  he  ihould  be  reduced  to  fo 
weak  and  langulfliing  a  condition,  that  hh  bones 
might  all  be  counted,  his  heart  ihould  melt  within 
him,  and  his  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his 
mouth ;  that  he  ihould  be  brought  to  the  dufl  of 
death ;  that  he  fhould  be  pierced,  and  yet  not  one 
of  his  bones  be  broken ;  that  he  fhould  be  laid  in 
the  fepulchre  of  a  rich  and  honourable  man,  none 
of  his  eneiTiies  hindering  it ;  that  he  fhould  rife  a* 
gain,  before  he  had  feen  corruption,,  a;id  fubduc 
his  enemies,  and  afcend  into  heaven,  and  fit  at 
God's  right  hand,  and  be  crowned  with  honour 
and  glory,  and  fee  his  feed,  and  profper,.  and  juf^ 
tify  many,  and  be  adored  by  kings  and  princes;., 
that  then  Jcrufalem  Ihould  be  made  defolate,  and 
the  Jews  difperfed  in  all  lands,  and,  the  Gentiles, 
fhould  be  converted,  and  flow  into  the  church.* 

In  the  application  of  a  fingle  prophecy,  efpecially 
if  it  be  a  figurative  one,  interefl  and  ingenuity  may. 
raife  many  doubts  and  difficulties  1  but  againfl  the  ac-« 
cumulated  weight  of  evidence,  ««^'  vrt^Caxm  «*  v^i^ax.n» 
afforded  by  fo  many  plain  htcral  predictions,  all 
pointing  to  one  perfon,  all  punftually  and  exactly 
fulfilled  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  him  alone,  no  to- 
lerably plaufible  objection  can  ever  be  made.  Let 
candour  and  integrity,  reafon  and  common  fenfe 

be 
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be  judges  in  the  caufcj  and  they  muft  determine — 
they  have  already  determined  by  the  virtuous  Na- 
tbanael---"  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God^  thou 
art  the  king  of  Ifrael;" 

Such,  then,  is  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  fuch  the  e- 
vldence  they  rejc^lcd,  and  fuch  the  caufe  of  the 
i«jefting  it.  Having  6xed  their  eyes  and  their 
hopes  upon  the  ihadow,  they  ftt  at  nought  the  fub- 
ftance,.  though  appearing  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  defcribed  by  their  own  prophets.  Having- 
rejected  their  God,  they  have  been  rejefted  by  him ; 
and  the  fatal  errors,  which  occasioned  their  infide- 
lity, have  received  a  final  and  tremendous  refuta- 
tion,  by  the  divine  judgments  inflidled  upon  them. 

To  demonftrate,  that,,  as  the  ieed  ©f  Abraham, 
they  had  no  exclufive  and  indefeaiible  right  to  the 
favours  of  heaven,  thofe  favours  have  been  with- 
drawn from  them,  and  conferred  on  the  Gentiles. 

To  fhew,  that  the  law  of  Moles  was  not  in  itfclf 
efficacious,  or  defigned  to  be  perpetual,  they  are 
put  under  an  abfolute  incapacity  of  obferving  it 
any  more.      They  have  no   altar,    no  prieft,    no> 
temple. 

To  reprove  the  fond  notion,  that  Canaan.was 
the  end  of  the  promifes,  they  have  been  driven  out 
of  it,  and  forbidden  to  approach  it.  In  a  ftate  of 
utter  defblation,  it  has  pafTed  lucceffively  into  the. 
hands  of  their  enemies  of  every  denomination,  and- 
aever  reverted  to  them. 

To  eradicate  the  ideas  of  a  temporal  Meffiah,  and 
dominion  over  the  nations,  after  beholding  the 
fceptre  departed  from  Judah,  after  having  been  de- 
ceived by  a  multitude  of  impoftors,  they  continue 
to  this  hour,  at  the  end  ot  1700  years,  fugitives 
and  vagabonds  upon  the  earth. 

And. 
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And  now  let  us  be  permitted,  in  our  turn,  to 
addrefs  an  argument  to  the  deift,  upon  this  topic. 
You  demand  ocular  proof  of  prophecy  accomplifhed. 
It  is  before  you,  in  an  inllance  without  a  paralleL 
It  was  repeatedly  foretold,  both  m  the  Old  and 
New  Teftamenf,  that,  for  the  rejection  and  mur- 
der of  their  Mefliahj  the  Jews  fliould  be  difperfcd 
into  all  countries*,  yet  ti?at  they  fhould  not  be 
fwallowed  up  and  loft  among  their  conquerors,  but 
fhould  flill  fub(i(l,to  late(t  times,  a  diilindt  people. 
By  Jeremiah,  God  declared  he  would  make  an  end 
of  the  nations  their  oppreflbrs,  but  he  would  not 
make  an  end  of  them.*  You  will  not  fay,  this 
prediftion  was  written  fince  the  event ;  and  certain- 
ly, an  occurrence  more  fingular,  or  improbable, 
could  not  have  been  predicted.  In  the  courfe  of  hu- 
man affairs,  who  hath  heard  fuch  a  thing;  who  hath 
feen  fuch  a  thing  ?  Yet,  fo  it  is.  The  mighty  mo- 
narchies of  AlTyria,  Perfia,  Greece,  and  Rome, 
are  vanifhed,  like  the  fliadows  of  the  evening,  or 
the  phantoms  of  the  night.  Their  places  know 
them  no  more.  Nothing  remains  of  them,  but 
their  names  :  while  this  little  contemptible  people^ 
as  you  arc  wont  to  ftyle  the  Jews,  ftrangely  fecure,* 
without  a  friend  or  protestor,  amidd  the  wreck  of 
empires  ;  oppreffed,  perfecuted,  harraffed  always, 
by  edifts  and  executioners,  by  murders  and  maf- 
facres,  hath  outlived  the  very  ruins  of  them  a41. 
lixcept  you  fee  figns  and  wonders,  you  will  not  be- 
lieve. Behold  then  a  lign  and  a  wonder,  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  prophecy  in  a  ftandlng  miracle  j 
the  Iz/Jh  of  Mo/es  furrounded  by  flames,  ever  bur- 
ning, and  never  confumed  !  Contemplate  the  fight, 
as  it  deferves ;  and  be  not  faithlefs,  but  believing^ 

foi^ 
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for  this  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  therefore  fo  mar* 

\elpus  in  our  eyes. 

That  the  Golpel,  when  flighted  hr  the  Jews, 
might  not  be  without  its  fruit,  and  that  God  might 
have  a  church  and  people  to  liipply  their  place,  the 
Apoilles  turned  to  the  Gcrtiks;  ib  that  th^r  fall  be- 
came the  riches  of  the  world)  and  good  was  brought 
out  of  evil.  Let  the  warning,  given  us  by  our  own 
Apoftle,  be  ever  founding  in  our  cars,  though 
when  we  confidcr  the  ftate  of  religion  among  us,  it 
may  ptrhaps  make  them  tingle.  "  IJecaufe  af  un- 
belief they  were  broken  off,  and  thou  flandeft  by 
faith.  Be  not  high  minded,  but  fear;  for  if  God 
fpared  not  the  natural  branches,  take  heed  left  he 
alfo  fpare  not  thee."  * 

The  caufc  of  Jewifh  infidelity  was  an  hatred  of 
the  power  of  godlinefs,  concealed  under  the  clokc 
ofztalforits  form,  and  occalloned  by  a  love  of 
wealth,  power,  and  parade,  a  notion  of  privilege^ 
pre-eminence,  and  indefcftibility.  And  is  it  not 
aftonifhing,  that,  with  fuch  an  example  before  her 
eyes,  the  church  of  Rocnc  fliould  be  purfuing  the 
dine  courfe,  and  fplitting  upon  the  fame  rock? 
Let  us  be  thankful,  that  wc  arc  come  out  of  her ; 
and  let  us  guard  againft  the  fliadow  of  her  crime, 
by  conflantly  bearing  in  mind,  that  the  promifcs 
arc  fpjritual,  and  that  they  are  conditional;  that 
if  the  light  of  the  Gofpel,  which  is  vouchfafed  us, 
be  abufed,  God  can  remove  h ;  that,  like  the 
bright  ruler  of  the  day,  it  may  proceed  weftward, 
and  leave  us  in  darknels  \  that  he  who  converted 
Britons  and  Saxons,  tan  call  the  tribes  of  America 
to  the  faith,  and  "  of  thofe  ftones  raife  up  chitdrca 
uato  Abraham." 

To. 
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To  "Conclude — ^Whcn  wc  fee  the  Jews,  for  to 
^eat  a  length  of  titne^  preferved  under  calamities, 
vhkh  would  have  been  long  fince  the  ruin  of  any 
other  people,  our  regard  and  attention  ought  to  be 
ftrongly  excited  towards  them.     Extraordinarj  wai 
their  beginning,  and  their  progrefs :  more  extraor* 
dinary,  perhaps,  will  be  their  end :  for  if  thej  a<* 
bide  not  ftill  in  unbelief,  they,  as  the  natural  bran* 
ches,  maj  furely  be  grafted  in  again :  and  there  can 
he  little  doubt,  but  that  fnch  an  event  mii  take 
place.    It  is  faid,  they  are  difperfed,  «  till  the  times 
ol  the   Gentiles   (hall   be  fiillfilled  ;*'*  and  that 
<*  blindefs  in  part  is  happened  to  Ifrael,  until  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in."f     It  feems  e-« 
vidently  to  be  implied,  that  at  the  period  mentioned, 
whenever  it  (hall  come,  their  difperfion  will  ceafr, 
and  their  blindnefs  be  removed.     Glorious  things 
are  fpoken  of  them  by  their  own  prophets,  which 
do  not  feem,  as  yet,  to  have  received  their  full  and 
proper  accomplishment.     When  the  Gentiles  had 
revolted  from  the  true  religion,  revealed  after  the 
fall,  the  church  fubfiiled,  for  two  thoufand  years, 
in  the  family  of  Abraham.     Since  the  apoflacy  of. 
the  Jews,  it  hath  fubfifted  nearly  the  fame  fpace 
of  time  among  the  Gentiles.     And  what  faith  St 
Paul  ?  «  As  ye  in  times  paft  have  not  believed  God, 
yet  have  now  obtained  mercy  through  their  un« 
belief;  even  fo  have  thefe  alfo  now  not  believed, 
that  through  your  mercy  they  alio  may  obtain  mer- 
cy/* •     The  very  mercy  (hewn  to  the  Gentiles  is 
to  be  a  means  of  bringing  the  Jews  to  the  fsdth: 
and  perhaps,  we  can  no  where  meet  with  an  itt<- 
ftance  of  a  more  popular  and  affectionate  turn, 
than  that,  by  which  St  Paul  feems  to  find  a  rea* 
fon  for  hb  zeal  to  convert  the  Gentiles,   in  his 

love 
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love  to  his  own  countryoien  the  Jews,  that  he 
may  thereby  provoke  them  to  emulation.  Let  us 
fecond  his  endeavours  to  effedl:  this,  by  our  love 
and  our  good  works :  let  us,  in  our  lives  and 
converfations,  (hew  them  a  religion,  whofe  attrac- 
tive excellence  may  invite  and  compel  them  to 
embrace  it.  Nor  let  us  omit  to  obferve,  that,  as 
Gentiles,  while  we  labour  to  promote  their  intereft, 
we  likewife  (hall,  by  fb  doing,  promote  our  own* 
So  iignal  an  event,  as  the  converfion  of  the  Jews^ 
cannot  but  operate  again  on  the  lukewarm  and  de« 
generate  nations,  as  well  as  on  thofe  that  are  fliU 
unconverted,  to  the  produdlion  of  a  more  plentiful 
and  joyful  harveft,  than  has  yet  perhaps  been  feen. 
•«  For  if  the  fall  of  them  were  the  riches  of  the 
world,  and  the  diminifhjng  of  them  the  riches  of 
the  Gentiles ;  how  much  more  their  fulnefs  ?  If 
the  cafting  away  of  them  were  the  reconciling  of 
the  world,  what  fhall  the  receiving  of  them  be, 
but  life  from  the  dead  ?"  *  The  refurredlion  of 
Chriftianity,  in  all  the  fplendor  of  truth,  and  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  ! — Nor  let  us  be  daggered  by  the 
contrary  appearances  of  things  in  the  world.  Thefc 
cannot  be  more  contrary,  at  the  converfion  of  the 
Jews,  than  they  were,  at  the  converfion  of  the 
Gentiles.  From  the  Jewifli  church,  when .  in  its 
loweft  and  moft  unpromifing  ftate,  went  forth  thofe, 
who  brought  the  nations  to  the  faith  5  from  the 
Gentile  church,  when  in  a  condition  equally  low 
and  unpromifing,  may  go  forth  thofe,  who  fhall 
caufe  Ifrael  to  return  to  it— Bleflied  times  !  Delight- 
ful profpeft  ? — We  fee  it,  but  not  now  )  we  behold 
it,  but,  perhaps,  not  near.  We  live,  and  probably^ 
like  the  ancient  pati  iarchs,  we  may  die,  not  having 
received  the  promifes.      But  a  generation  to  be 

bora 
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'born  fli'all  receive  them>  atid  (haU  praife  the  Lord^ 

who  thuS)  at  different  periods,  «  hath  (hut  up  all 

in  unbelief,  that  he  may^  finailf  <<  have  mercy  upon 

all/' — ^Happy  in  the  mean  (eafoni  ihall  ire  be,  if, 

while  we  are  preparing  burfelves,  we  may,  in  any 

the  leaft  degree,  %our  prayers  and  our  endeavours^ 

^contribute  towards  the  preparation  of  our  elder 

brethren,  the  once  beloved  smd  highly  favoured 

feed  of  Abraham,  for  the  approach  of  that  awful 

and  important  day,  when  their  and  otn*  Mefliahy 

who,  as  at  this  time,  came  in  humility,  to  abafe  the 

proud,  ihall  return  in  glory,  to  exalt  the  humble* 

» 
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THE  BELOVED  DISCIPLE. 


John  xxi."  7. 
72a/  Hifciplt  •whom  Jffus  laved. 


N. 


O  wrhiogs  are  better  calculated  to  improve 
mankind)  than  thofe  which  relate  the  hiftory  of 
the  lives  of  fuch  perfons,  as  have  been  famous^  in 
their  generations^  for  wifdoni  and  virtue.  We  are 
^pt  to  be  terrified  by  the  ftriftnefs  and  feverity  of 
holinefs,  while  it  meets  us  only  in  precept  \  but 
when  we  behold  it  realized  in  the  example  of  one, 
made  of  the  fame  flefh  and  blood,  living  in  the 
Jame  world,  and  expofed  to  the  fame  temptations 
with  ourfelves,  we  are  fired  jtt  the  fight,  with  a 
noble  emulation,  and  are  afhamed  of  any  longer 
fancying  ourfelves  not  able  to  do  what  fo  many 
others  have  done  before  us.  St  Auguftine,  in  his 
Confeffions,  defcribing  the  conflifts  he  endured 
with  temptation  in  his  younger  years,  tells  us,  how 
greatly  he  was  ftrengthened,  and  animated  to  the 
fight,  by  imagining  he  faw  virtue  .ftanding,  in  a 
vifible  form,  before  his  eyes,  and  pointing  to  the 
noble  company  of  thofe  who  had  been  conspicuous 
examples  of  purity ;  with  which  confideration  fhe 
gently  reproached  him  in  thcfe  words  ■  '<  Why 
canft  not  thou  do  what  thefe  have  done  ?*'  From 
the  fair  light  of  one  good  example,  innumerable 
others  may  catch  the  heavenly  flame,  until  the 
whole  church  becojne  illuminated  wd  adorned 
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wi^h  bright  and  fhining  pattams  of  every  thing: 
that  is  lovely  and  praife  worthy. 

Biography  hath  alfo  another  advantage,  namely 
that  it  is  fure  to  entertain^  becaufe  it  gratifies  that 
natural  curio£ty  men  have  to  be  acquainted  with- 
the  hiftory  of  others ;  which  curioiity  is  then  direc- 
ted to  its  proper  end,  when  it  incites  us  to  make 
th^  wiidoHi  and  experience  of  paft  ages  our  own,« 
in  order  to  become  proficients  in  the  myftery  of 
godlinefs,  and  to  prattifc  every  art  of  virtuous  living. 

But  what  chiefly  recommends  thi»lcind  of  writing 
to  Cbriftians  is,  the  ufc  made  of  it  in  the  holy 
Scriptures,  which  are,  for  the  moft  part,  hijhrical^ 
the  wifdom  of  God  having  thought  it  better  to  fct: 
before  us  the  duties  of  our  calling,  as  they  prefent. 
themfelves  in  the  life  of  Chrift  and  thofc  of  his 
faints,  than  to  give  lis  any  regular  and  exacl  fyftem* 
of  them.     The  church,  by  the  appointment  of  her 
feflivals,  hath  contrived  to  turn  our  thoughts  from- 
time  to  time  upon  thcfc  lives,  that  fo,  neglcA  and 
jforgetfuhiefs  may  not  deprive  us  of  the  many  bene«* 
£ts  refuUing  from  a  due  contemplation  of  them- 

The  faint  of  this  day  is  John  the  Apoftle  and' 
Evangelift.  And  where  will  heraldry,  among  alU 
her  boafted  titles  of  honour,  find  one  that  can 
(land  in  competition  with  that  which  was  conf(^* 
red  upon  him ; — "  The  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved  l*** 
Beloved  of  Him,  who  was  himfelf  the  beloved  of 
his  Father!  Could  we  fuppofe  a  prince  to  reign 
univerfal  monarch  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world,  the  fole  fountain  of  every  kind  of  earthly 
honour  to  every  individual  man  under  the  whole 
heavens,  how  gladly,  at  the  hour  of  death,  would 
he  refign  all,  to  be  the  beloved  difciple  of  fuch  a 
Mailer?  And  if  nothing  be  efteemed  too  high  » 
price  for.  the  favour  of  an  earthly  fover^n,  a  man».< 

Q  2  fdiofec 
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whofe  breath  is  in  his  noftrils,  what  fhall  we  not 
giTC  to  obtain  the  love  of  him  who  abideth  for  ever, 
aad  will  make  us  partakers  of  his  own  immortality  ? 
"We  are  all  the  difciples  of  Chriil^  and  candidates 
for  his  favour.  Let  us,  therefore,  take  a  view  of 
the  life  and  character  of  the  perfon  who  enjoyed  fo 

large  a  ihare  of  it,  as  to  be  ftiled  eminently 

«<  that  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved  •,"  fince  to  be  like 
bim,  is  the  way  to  be  loved  of  our  Mafter  as  he  was. 
St  John  was  the  fon  of  Zebedee  and  Salome; 
the  fame  Salome  whofe  pious  care  had  provided 
fpices  to  embalm  the  body  of  our  Lord,  when 
Mary  Magdalen  and  fhc,  coming  early  to  the  fepul- 
cbre,  found  him  rifen  from  the  dead.  Fhe  place 
of  bis  birth  was  one  of  the  Tea  towns  in  GalileC) 
probably  either  Bethfaida,  or  Capernaum,  where^ 
with  his  father  Zebedee,  and  his  elder  brother 
James,  afterwards  diftinguifhed  from  another  of 
that  name,  by  the  title  of  St  James  the  Great ;  he 
followed  the  fiibing  trade.  \  outh  is  no  obflacle 
in  thewayrof  obtaining  the  favour  of  Chrifl.  The 
difciple  yrhom  he  loved  was  the  youngeft  of  all  the 
tiVpoftles.  And  certain  it  is,  that,  religion  never 
appears  to  greater  advantage,  than  in  the  perfons 
of  thofc  who  "  remejtibcr  iheir  Creator  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,"  and  are  admitted  early  into  the 
number  of  the  difciples  of  the  holy  Jelus.  It  is 
then  like  a  diamond  let  in  gold.  There  is  fome- 
thing  fnore  noble  in  renouncing  the  world  for  the 
love  oJF  Chrift,  when  the  relilh  for  fenfible  enjoy* 
nients  is  at  the  higheft,  than  there  can  be  in  doing 
it  when  the  evil  days  come,  in  which  there  is  no 
farther  pleafure  or  iatisfaftion  to  be  had  in  earthly 
things.  He  furely  is  not  fo  likely  to  accompliih 
\i\%  journey,  who  begins  it  when  the  i'lm  is  going 
4qwPj  as  he  is^  who  ftts  out  at  the  hour  of  its 

riiing. 
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riGng^     Youth,  like  the  mornibgt  is  the  propcr- 
ieafoD  for  every  tafk  that  requires  tim€  and  pains. 
'1  hen  ail  the  powers  of  body  and  foul  are  freih  and 
vigorous,  as  thofe  of  one  awaked  from  a  found  and 
kindly  fleep.     Then  is-  the  golden  opportimity,  the  - 
fwcet  hour  of  prime,   and  the  day  is  before  us. 
«*  The  night  comet h,  when  no  man  can  work.     I 
have  written  unto  you,  young  men  (faith  John 
himfelf,)  becanfe  ye  are  ftrong,  and  the  word  of " 
God  abideth  in  you^  and  ye  have  overcome  the 
wicked  one."  *     Rejoice  then,  O  young  man,  in- 
thy  youth,  not  becaufe  thou  art  not  able  to -riot  in' 
excefs' and  wantonness  as  the  heathen  who  know 
not  God,  bat  becaufe  thou  haft  it  in  thy  power  to^' 
become>  lilce  the  youthfcil  John,  the  beloved  of  thy/ 
Mafter,  who  feeketh  fuch  to  worlhiphim. 

Nor  let  him  of  low  degree  negleft  to  take  com-*- 
fort  in  the  confideration,  that  the  beloved  difciple  ' 
of  Chrift  was  a  common,  fijbermam     The  diftinc- 
tions  of  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor^  noble  and 
vulgar,  obtain  in  this  world,  and  in  this  world  only.. 
In  the  kingdom  of  God  they  ceafe,  and  are  no 
more.     Their  virtue  onJy  gives,  precedence,*  and', 
the  meaneft  mechanic  takes  place  of  the  ndiles  and''. 
kings  of  the  earth,  if  he  were  a  better  Chriftian 
than  they  were.    The  vanity^nd  the  folly  of  thofe^  . 
whoTe  confidence  is  placed  in  titles  and  ^pedigrees, 
will  then  appear  in  its  proper  light,  when  the  fup-  • 
pofed  carpenter's  fon  fhall  be  feen  on  his  throne  of  * 
glory,  and  the  filherman  feated  at  bis  right  hand. 

The  account  of  John  being  called  by  our  blefiTed 
Lord,  from  his  employment  of  fifhrng,  to  that  of/ 
preaching  the  Gofpdl,  is  thus  given  us,  Mat.  iv.  2 1. . 
•<  And  Jcfut  going  on  from  thence,"  that  is,  from  i 
the  place  where  he  had  juft  before  called  Peter  and  t 

O  3  A&dce«9, 
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A^idtcWf  "faw  other  two  brethren,  James  the  fop 
of  Zebedecy  and  John  his  brother,  in  a.  fhlp  witl^ 
Zebedee  their  father,  mending  their  nets ;  and  he 
called  them.     And  they  imm-edlately  left  the  ihip^ 
and  their  f»ther,  and  followed  him."    Their  minds 
had  bee»  prepared  for  the  advent  of  the  MeiHah 
by  the  fermons  of  the  Baptift,   who  indeed  had 
pointed  himout  to  Andrew,  nnd  another  difciple, 
not  improbably  Joha  himieif,  for  the  Lamb  of  God». 
Upon  his  appearance  and  call,  therefore,  they  rea- 
dily received  and  obeyed  him,,  laying  the  foundation 
of  the  Chriftian  building  in  the  renunciation  of  the 
workL     And  here  it  aUvays  muft  be  laid  by  every 
*on.c  who  is  dedrous  of  being  M  the  difciple  whom 
Jefus  toveth."     All  are  not  called  to  forfake  their 
occupations,  and  to  commence  preachers,  as  tlic 
Apoflles   were,    Chrift   having  appointed   in   his 
clHirch  a  regular  way  of  entering  into  the  miniflry  ^ 
and  at  this  door,  when  duly  prepared  for  it  by  a 
fnitable  education,  all  are  now  tu  enter,  who  find 
thcittfelves  inclined  and  difpofed  by  the  good  Spirit 
of  God  to  undertake\hat  blefled  work.     But  every 
one  is  called  to  be  ready,  in  heart  and  mind,  to 
quit  all  that  comes  in  competition  with  duty,  and 
to  follow  the  Saviour  in  the  path  of  holy  living. 
It  is  neccflary  for  us  all  to  leave  thofe  companies, 
and  engagements,  and  ways  of  living  which  enfnare 
-cur  fouls,  and  entangle  our  afiedlions  in  the  toils 
of  iin.     And  when  duty  to  God  requires  it,  we 
xnuft  forfake  our  friends  and  relations,  rather  than 
rejeft  the  falvation  of  Chrift.    Whoever  is  in  error, 
or  in  fin,  will,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  be 
often  called  to  come  put  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  his 
life.     He  fliall,  perhaps,  hear  a  fcrmoathat  fhews 
him  to  himfelf,  and  awakens  him  y  or  fome  kind 
wd  charitable  friend  £l»ll  admonif^  him  ^  or  the 
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holy  Spirit  fliall  caufe  his  own  confcience  to  be  his 
reprover.  Then,  O  linner,  it  is,  that  Jefus  calletH 
thee^  Obey  him  ini^antly  \  leave  all  that,  what^ 
ever  it  be,  whereby  thou  offendeft,  though  near 
and  dear  to  thee  \  join  thyfelf  to  him,  as  thy  Mas- 
ter, and  dire^bor,  in  all  things  \  and  thou,  as  well 
as  St  John,  fhalt  be  beloved  of  him* 

When  our  Lord  gave  his  ApolUes  their  commif- 
fion  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  he  furnamed.our  Evan- 
gelill  and  his  brother  James,  Boamrges^  that  is,  ia- 
our  language,  ^ns  of  thunder.  Thereby  he  intima- 
ted die  powerful  eilldh  of  their  preaching  that, 
word,  which  is  frequently  compared  to  thunder;. 

'  being,  like  th;^t,  the  voice  of  God  fpcaking  from, 
heaven,  mighty  in  its  operation.     If  the  one  fhakc: 
tlie  earth,  throw  down  lofty  trees  and  towers,  and 
by  the  lightning  which  accompanied  it>  diiTolve  the 
hardeil  lubftances,  the  Qther  fhaketh  the  empire  of"; 
fin,  cafletli.  down  every  thing  which  exaltcth  itfelf 
againft  heaven,  blafting  and  confuming  the  corrup-. 
tion  of  the  heart-    Such  are.tbe  effe<Sts>  of  the  word,, 
when  preached  with  power :  and  happy  are  they 
who  experience  them,,  in  reading  and  hearing  the. 
Gofpeis,  and  more  efpecially  that  of  St  John,  who,, 

.  on  the  wings  of  contemplation  and  faith,  foaring 
aloft,  like  his  own  eagle,  bears  the  thunder  of  thi 
word,  and  caufes  its  glorious  voice  to  be  heard  un- 
der the  whole  heaveri. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evangelical  hittory,  we  find 
St  John,  in  conjundlion  with  St  Ptter  and  St  James, 
admitted  to  the  knowledge  and  view  of  Ibrae  more 
private  miracles  and  tranfadlions,'  when  the  other 
Apofllcs  had  not  that  honour.<  Thefe  were  the 
three  wild  attended  their  Mafter,  when  he  railed 
the  daughter  of  Jaurus  from  the  dead.  "  He  fuf- 
fercd  no  man  to  go  in,,  fave  Peter,  and  James,  and 

John-^, 
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John."  And  this  is,  in  fome  fcnfc,  the  happy  16€^ 
of  every  difciple  vrhom  Jcfus  loveth.  For  ahhough 
He  no  more  "  know  Chrift  after  the  flcfh,"  or  fte 
Bjin  working  his  miracles  in  perfon,  as  St  John  did, 
yet,  by  faith,  the  wonders  of  divine  love  and  mer*^^ 
cy  are  manifeft  unto  him ;  and  he  beholds  accom- 
plifhed  in  himfelf  and  others  that  great  work, 
which  the  miracles  of  Chrift  were  defigned  to  re- 

?rcfent,  the  work  of  converlion  and  falvation. 
'his  work  Jefus  only  can  effeft,  and  none  but  hir- 
lieloved  difciplcs .  know  and  underil^and  it.  This 
fecrct  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and> 
he  (heweth  to  them  the  glory  of  his  power  in  rai-- 
iing  a  foul  from  fin  to  righteoufntfs,  no  lefs  than^ 
iie  fheweth  it  to  the  Apoftles  in  raiiing  the  maid, 
from  de«th  to  life. 

The  fame  three  difciples  accompanied  their  LorJ, . 
exclulive  of  all  the  reft,  at  the  two  moft  remarka- 
ble fcenes  of  his  exaltation  and  humiliation;  that 
is  to  fay,  when  he  was  transfigured  upon  mount: 
Tabor,  and  when  he  was  in  an  agony,  in  the  gar-- 
den  of  Gethfemane.     With  regard  to  th^  former 
we  read,  that  <*  he  took  Peter,  and  James,  and- 
John,  up  into  an  high  mountain,  apart,  and  was  - 
transfigured  before  them.'*     There  they  beheld  his  • 
m.ortal  body  fuddenly  clothed  upon  with  light,  as- 
with  a  garment  J  they  beheld 'his  glory,  as  the  glo- 
ry, of  the  only  begotten*,    they  faw  the. Sun   of" 
Righteoufnefs  ftiiirmg  in  bis  ftrengthj    they  faw 
Mofes  and  Elias  glorified  with  ham,  as  the  Law  - 
and  the  Prophets  always  appear,  when  fcen  in  com- 
pany with  Jefus ;  and  they  heard  the  voice  from » 
heaven  declaring  Him  to  be  the  beloved  of  the  Fa- 
ther.    Again,  at  his  p?iiEon,  "  he  taketh  with  him 
Peter,  and  the  two  fons  of  Zebedee,  James  and 
John,,  and  began  to  be  fore  aaiazed,  znd  very  hea- 
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Ty.**  Then  they  beheld  him  encoropafled  with  the 
mfirmities  of  a  man,  and  bcfet  by  the  powers  of 
daricnefs ;  they  beheld  him  humbled  under  the  load 
of  our  fins  ;  they  law  the  Shh  overcaft  with  a  cloud  ; 
and  heard  the  fame  divine  perfon  praying  in  a  bit- 
ter agony,  as  one  fmitten  of  God  in  his  anger,  and 
afflidted  unto  death.  And  happy  is  every  difciple^ 
whom  Jefus  fo  ioveth,  as  to  admit  him,  by  faith> 
to  behold  and  dwell  upon  the  contemplation  of  his 
bleiTed  Mafter,  in  thefc  his  two  ftates  of  exaltation 
and  humiliation ;  the  glory  of  hU  divine,  and  the 
fuHerings  of  his  human  nature.  Thefe  are  fubje^^ 
on  which  a  man  can  never  meditate,  but  with  infi-» 
ilite  profit  and  advantage.  By  afcending  the  holy 
mount,  and  there  viewing,  in  the  transfiguration  of* 
Jefus,  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  an  enfample  of 
that  glory  which  he  ihall  beftovp  on  his  faints,  at 
the  refurre^lion,  he  is  armed  againft  the  pain  and 
ihame  of  the  crofs,  and  ftrengtbened  to  undergor 
his  portion  of  fufTerings  in  the  world.  By  attend- 
ing his  Redeemer  in  the  garden,  during  his  agony> 
he  learns  the  intolerable  punifhments  due  to,  Gn'^ 
And  the  amazing  love  of  him  who  would  defcend 
from  Tabor  to  Gethfcmane,  to  bear  them  for  fin- 
ners^  he  is  prepared  to  take  up  his  crofs,  and  to 
be  conformed  to  Chrifl  in*  fuffcrings,  from  thenci 
looking  back  to  the  p,lory  which  the  Son  of  God 
left  for  a  time,  that  he  might  beftow  it  on  his  be- 
loved difcipUs  for  ever.  Whofoever  hath  fo  di- 
gefted  in  his  heart  thefe  two  fubjeds,  as  to  be  able 
to  reduce  the  confidcratiohs  on  them  to  praAice, 
hath  attended  his  Mailrer,  with  bt  John,  on  the 
mount,  and  ifa  the  garden.  • 

Three  times  we  hear  in  the  Gofpels  the  beloved 
Difciple  reproved  by  his  Mafter,  to  fhew  us  that 
whom  th^  Lord  Ioveth  he  chafteneth  and  purgetb^ 
.      .  till^ 
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till,  like  thfc  branch  of  a  well  dreflcd  vine,  he  bring 
forth  more  and  better  fruit.  Once,  a  fpark  of  am- 
bition, lighting  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  two  bro- 
thers, James  and  John,  had  fuddenly  inflamed 
them  with  a  vehement  defire  of  pre-eminence  above 
their  colleagues  in  the  miniftry :  they  wanted  to 
**  fit,  one  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  other  on  his 
left,  in  his  kingdom."  Our  Lord  gave  them  to  un- 
derftand,  that  they,  who  were  called  to  be  his  dif- 
ciples  and  Apoftles,  wefc  called  to  do  his  work,  to 
labour  and  to  fuffer  for  the  fervicc  of  th^  church,, 
and  the  falvation  of  fouls,  and  fhould  efteem  it  fuf- 
£cient  to  be  exalted,  like  their  blefled  Mafter,  in 
heaven,  after  the  work  was  done.  Thus  the  two 
•young  candidates  for  promotion  ftood  reproved*. 
Made  wifer  by  the  inftruftions  of  their  Lord,  and 
the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  them  at  the 
day  of  Peptecoft,  they  thought  no  more  of  preee- 
ding  their  brethren,  except  in  diligence  and  pa- 
tience :  they  renounced  fclf,  preached  the  Gofpcl, 
foffered  pcrfecution,  were  crowned  indeed,  but  it 
was  with  thorns :  and  thus,  at  length,  in  a  far  bet- 
ter fcnfe,  they  obtained  their  wifli,  of  fitting  upoa 
thrones  with  Chrift,  in  his  kingdom. 

At  another  time  the  two  difciples  James  and  John, 
»ot  bearing  to  fee  their  Lord  rcjeded  by  the  fchit 
matical  Samaritans,  were  for  calling  fire  from  heaven 
to  confume  them,  after  the  example  of  the  prophet 
Elijah.  But  Chrift  rebuked  them,  telling  them, 
"  they  knew  not  what  manner  of  Spirit  thy  were 
of,  for  the  fbn  of  man  was  come  to  fave  tlie  lives 
of  men,  not  to  deftroy  them."  The  prcfent  is  the 
day  of  grace  and  mercy,  long  fiifFering  and  forbear- 
ance,  with  Chrift,  and  it  ought  to  be  fo  with  his . 
djfciples.  The  hour  is  coming,  when,  like  Elijah, 
vho  rcprefcnted  him  in  his,  judicial  capacity,  he 
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ihall  execute  the  vengeance  written^  and  bom 
tip  his  enemies  on  every  fide.  But  tbe  time  is  not 
yet. 

The  third  reproof  St  John  met  with  from  hi» 
'Mafter  was  likewife  for  an  inftance  of  indiicreet 
2ealy  in  fortridding  a  p»^n  to  caft  out  debits  19 
Chrift*^  name,  becaufe  he  followed  not  them.  <<  For** 
bk}  him  not  (fays  Chrift)  for  there  b  no  man  whidi 
fliail  do  a  miracle  in  my  name,  that  can  lightly 
{peak  evil  of  me.  For  he  that  is  not  againft  us^  ]a 
on  oar  part.  For  whoever  (hall  give  you  a  cup  of 
water  to  drink  in  my  name}  becauie  ye  belong  to^ 
Chrift,  be  fliall  not  lofe  hi«  reward."*  No  emu«* 
lation  or  jealoufy  (hould  prevent  our  encoaraging 
every  man  to  do  good,  tlK>ugh  not  in  all  points  as 
we  are,  or  could  wifh  him  to  be.  Whatever  real 
^ood  he  does,  it  is  God  who  does  it  in  him,  and 
rn  time  that  God  may  reveal  all  other  things  to  him  | 
towards  which,  we  ourielves,  by  treating  him  with 
^endernefs  and  kindneis  may  be  made  inftrumental* 

Bat  thefe  ofiences,  upon  Chrift^s  admonitions, 
having  been  repented  of  and  forfaken,  thy  deprived 
not  pur  ApoKHe  of  the  place  he  had  obtained  in 
his  Lord's  favocer.  For  at  the  laft  iupper  we  find 
him  fitting  next  to  Jefus,  and,  as  the  manner  then 
was,  reciinmg  on  his  Inre^ft :  as  it  is  the  privilege 
of  the  beloved  difcipie,  when  admitted  to  the  iup« 
por  of  the  Lamb,  to  poiur  all  his  prayers  and  com- 
plaints into  the  bofom  of  his  Redeemer,  who  is  al« 
ways  ready  to  hear,  always  mighty  to  fave. 

At  the  apprehenfion  of  Jeiiss,  John  fied  with  the 
reft,  but,  ^quickly  returning  again,  entered  into  the 
High  Prieft's  palace,  and  attended  his  btefl^  Ma& 
ter  through  every  itage  of  his  paffion,  tiQ  we  be^ 
hoU  him  taking  his  fl»tion  at  the  foot  of  the  erofsi 

where 
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where  he  is  ufually  drawn  in  pifturcs  of  the  crnci* 
.fixion,  with  a  countenance  fuU  of  grief  and  love 
unutterable.  From  thecrqfs  Jefus  commended  his 
holy  mother  to  the  care  of  St  John^  who  from 
thenceforth,  happy  In  an  opportunity  of  (hewipg 
kis  love  to  his  Lord,  as  well  as  of  entertaining  fuch 
a  gueft,  .**  took  her  to  his  own  home,"  where  fhc 
continued  till  her  death,  treated  by  him  with  the 
duty,  and  affeAion  of  a  fbn.  Let  the  difciple,  then, 
who  would  fhew  himfelf  worthy  the  love  of  Chrift, 
often  contemplate  and  fympathize  with  his  fuffe* 
ring  Lord,  placing  himfelf,  in  imagination,  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  and  looking,  with  the  eye  of  faith 
on  him  who  was  crucified  thereon  i  let  him  abide 
by  the  perfecuted  truth  and  the  afRi£ted  fervants  of 
Jefus,  in  the  hour  of  darknefs  and  forrow ;  and  let 
him,  for  Chri{l*s  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  his  re- 
peated injunctions,  honour  and  ihew  kindnefs  to 
the  church,  {o  long  as  he  lives,  and  be  a  dutiful 
fon  to  hen 

Upon  the  firft  tidings  of  the  refurreftion,  St 
John,  running  with  St  Peter,  outran  him,  and 
came  firft  to  the  fepulchre,  as  the  foul,  that  has 
the  love  of  Chrift  abiding  in  her,  will  always  be 
foremoft  in  qucft  of  him. — It  was  St  John  who  dif* 
covered  Jefus  to  St  Peter,  when  he  appeared  in  the 
habit  of  a  ftranger,  at  the  fea  of  Tiberias.  "  That 
difciple  whom  Jefus  loved,  faith  to  Peter,  it  is  the 
liOrd."  He  who  loves  Chrift,  will  always  knoV 
him  when  he  comes  in  the  difguife  of  zjfranger,  or 
a  poor  man  :  be  will  know,  that  //  is  the  Lord  who 
aiks  relief  of  him  in  their  perfons  ;  and  he  will  tn*» 
form  others  of  the  fame  great  truth.— -It  was  con- 
cerning St  John  that  a  report  went  among  the  dif- 
<:iples  as  if  he  was  never  to  die,  grounded  by  mif* 
take  on  <mr  Lord'$  anfwer  to  St  Peter's  queftion 

— «  Lord 
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— '*  Lord,  what  fliall  this  man  do  ?  If  I  will  that 
he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee  ?"  But, 
alas,  St  John  loved  Chrift  too  well,  to  think  an 
exemption  from  death,  for  the  fake  of  living  in 
iuch  a  world  as  this,  a  thing  to  be  dedred:  And 
whoever  loves  his  Madrer  as  he  did)  will  be  t>f  the 
fame  opinion. 

After  the  effufion  of  the  Spirit  at  the  day  of  Pcn- 
tecoft,  we  read  of  St  John,  in  the  character  of  ah 
ApoiUe,  ttfing  \ui  gifts  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
iiealing  thefick,  preaching  the  Grofpel,  thrown  in* 
to  prifon,  and  brought  forth  before  the  Jewifh 
Council,  but  (liH  undaunted  in  bearing  his  teftiiab- 
ny ;  herein  leaving  an  example  to  his  facceiTors^ 
the  minifters  of  Chrift,  thTough  all  generatiMs. 

From  the  eccleiiadical  hiftories  we  learn,  that 
after  preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  founding  mzny 
churches  in  Aiia,  he  was  fent  bound  from  thence 
to  Rome,  at  the  command  of  the  tyrant  Domitian^ 
who  had  him  call  into  a  caldron  of  boiling  oil. 
But  the  God,  who  prefcrved  the  three  children  in 
the  midft  of  the  fiery  furnace,  brought  the  Apoftle 
out  of  the  caldron  unhurt,  to  convince  us,  that  no* 
thing  can  harm  "  the  dilciplc  whom  Jcfus  loveth. 
The  emperor,  however,  not  at  all  moved  by  this 
miraculous  deliverance,  banifhed  the  holy  man  to 
a  wretched  and  comfortlefs  ifland,  called  Patmos, 
where  he  faw  heaven  opened  and  beheld  thofe  glo- 
rious vifions  recorded  in  the  book  of  Revelation : 
as  God  often  vouchfufes  a  larger  portion  of  fpiritual 
joys  aiid  comforts  to  his  fervants,  when  they  arc 
fecluded  from  thofe  of  the  world. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  emperor  Domitian,  many 
of  his  cruel  edicts  were  revoked  by  his  fucceflbr; 
when  St  John,  taking  advantage  of  the  indulgence, 
returned  to  Ephcfus :   and  finding  Timothy  the 
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1>iihop  of  jthat  church  martyredy  he  took  upon  hini» 
^elf  the  government  of  it,  till  in  a  good  old  age  of 
^bout  an  hundrod  yearsy  he  moft  willingly  refigned 
bis  meek  and  gentle  fpirit  into  the  hands  of  his 
Xiord  and  Saviour,  to  ^experience  the  fulnefs  of  his 
lpve»  and  pofiefs  the  glories  he  had  fo  often  con« 
templated. 

'Cbdh  are  the  great  outlines  of  St  John's  life  and 
•charaAen  But,  after  all,  whoever  would  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  him,  in  order  to  become . 
like  him,  muft  furvey  and  copy  that  fair  pi£bure 
which  he  hath  drawn  of  himfelf  in  his  divine  wri- 
tings, where  we  fometimes\behold  the  lofty  flights 
of  the  eagle,  and  at  others  bear  the  plaintive  voice 
t>f  the  turtle ;  we  behold  himl viewing  and  deicribing 
the  glories  of  Chrift  in  his  Godhead  and  kingdom  ^ 
we  hear  him  relating  the  /fweetly-forrowful  and 
loving  4ifcourfes  of  his  dear  Mad  er,  in  his  ftate  of 
humiliation.  Let  thefe  holy  books,  therefore,  be 
in  our  hands,  until  they  fhall  have  wrought  their 
proper  work  in  our  hearts ;  that  is  to  fay,  until,  by 
believing  the  doctrines  and  praAiiing  the  duties  ^ 
taught  therein,  we  fhall  have  learned  to  live  the  life 
of  faith  and  charity.  $o  fhall  we  be  Christians^ 
in  word,  and  in  deed ;  fo  fhall  we  be  true  followers 
of  the  faint  of  this  day ;  fo  fliall  we  be  <<  the  dis« 
ciPLES  whom  Jefus  will  love.*' 
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Tiyus  faith  the  Lord,  a  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah^ 
lamentation^  and  hitter  weeping :    Rachel,  weeping 

'  for  her  children^  refufed  to  be  comforted  for  her  cbiU 
dren,  becaufe  they  were  not.  Thus  faith  the  hoKDp 
Refrain  thy  sxiicefrwi  weepings  and  thine  eyesfrtmr 
tears ;  for  thy  wor\  fhall  he  rewarded^  faith  the 
Lord,  and  tbeyfhail  come  again  from  the  land  oftbi 
enemy^  And  there  is  hope  in  thitu  end,  faith  the 
XiORD»  that  thy  children  fball  ccme  again  to  their 
own  border. 

vJf  the  events  which  befcl  the  church  of  I(raet  « 
in  old  time,  many  were  by  Providence  ordained^ 
Mil  difpofed  to  be  figurative  of  other  events,  in  the 
latter  days,  relative  to  the  church  Chriftian,  of^ 
Univerfal.  Let  it  be  fuppofcd,  for  example,  in  the 
prefent  inAance,  that  the  Babylon! (h  captivity,  and 
flibfequent  reiteration,  to  which  theie  words  of  Je- 
remiah relate,  did,  like  the  Egyptian  bondage,  and 
the  redemption  therefrom,  reprefent  that  more 
wretched,  durable,  and  general  captivity,  in  which 
mankind  were  detained  by  their  grand  enemy,  with 
the  reftoration  from  it,  which  the  ISon  of  God,  as 
at  this  feafon,  was  born  to  effect.  And  let  us  try, 
upon  this  plan,  to  fhew  the  beauty  and  propriety 
ot  the  application  which  St  Matthew  has  made  of. 

P  2  the; 
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the  paflage  to-  the  flaughter  of  the  B«thlehemiti(h 
infants,  and  the  lamentations  of  thofe  who  were 
thus  bcreated  of  their  children,  by  the  fword  of 
Herod. 

It  js  not  eafy,  perhaps,  to  find  a  more  judicious 
Hluftration  of  the  cafe  in  hand,  than  the  following 
©ne,  given  by  the  excellently  learned  Dr  Jackson, 
to  whofe  moft  ufcful  labours,  on  a  curious  and  dif- 
ficult fubje£l,  I  muft  here  once  for  all,  acknow- 
ledge myfelf  indebted  for  the  fubflance  of  what  I 
am  now  about  to  lay  before  you. 

'*  We  know,*'  fays  this  able  Divine,  "that  a 
map,  though  in  itfelf  a  thoufand  times  lefs  than  the 
leaft  parcel  of  inclofed  ground,  may  reprcfent  the 
exaft  form  or  proportion  of  the  country  whofe 
name  it  bears,  though  that  be  ten  thoufand  times 
bigger  than  the  largeft  field  that  our  eyes  can  look 
upon.  And  thus  hath  the  wifdom  of  God,  under 
the  fame  words  and  phrafes,  included  two  deliver- 
ances, of  which  the  one  is  a  map  to  the  other.  He 
therefore  who  fhall  deny  p.^fTapfes  to  be  literally 
meant  of  the  deliverance  of  jadah  aixl  Benjaminf 
from  Babylon,  becaufe  they  are  only  fulfilled  in 
our  deliverance  by  Chrifl,  will  give  the  Jew  no 
fmall  advantage ;  he  will  commit  as  great  an  over- 
fight,  as  if  an  heir,  pofllTitd  of  a  goodly  eftate, 
fhould  burn  the  map,  or  tcrrar  of  it,  which  his  an- 
ceftors  had  truly  taken  for  the  benefit  of  thtir  fuc- 
ceffors,  if  they  fhould  know  how  to  ufe  it,  when 
any  controverfy  fhould  arife  concerning  the  bounds 
or  extent  of  their  inheritance,  Ihe  JeCv,  on  the 
contrary,  in  denying  thefe  places  to  be  meant  of 
Chrift  and  us,  becaufe  they  have  been  literally  ve- 
rified of  the  deliverance  of  his  fathers  by  Zoroba-p 
bel  and  Jofhua  the  prieft,  is  like  a  man  difi:ra<n:ed, 
vho  boaft^  he  bath  a  goodly  heritage,  becaufe  ho 

car\ 
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can  (hew  the  map,   or  cngrofled  tcrrar  of  tholCP 
lands,  of  which  the  law  has  deprived  ^ini|  fince 
he  knew  not  how  to  ufe  them  aright." 

In  the  profecution  of  this  deiign^  permit  ine» 
iathe 

prft  place,  To  coUefland  prefent  to  you  the 
hiftorical  circumAaaces  concerning  the  per-t 
foa  introduced  by  Jeremiah,  as  making  la- 
mentation over  her  children,  and  the  occa^ 
iioh  of  her  fo  doing,  with  the  prophet's  con*- 
folotary  addrefs  to  her,  upon  that  occaiion  :,■ 
after  which  we  ihall  be  prepared,  in  the 
Second  place.  To  take  a  viewofthofe  parallel 
ch*cumitances,  which  offer  themfeives  in  the 
lauientatlon  made   by  the   Bethlehemitifiv^ 
mothers,  and  the  caufe  thereof^  with  the 
confideration  which  was  to  adminifter  com-< 
fort  to  fbenti  in  the  day  of  their  great  and*. 
bitter  afiiidlion. 
The  mournful  fcene  is  laid,  by  Jeremiah  in  Ra- 
mah,  a  city  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  of. 
which  tribe,  it  may  be  obferved,  the  prophet  him- 
felf  was  a  member,  as  we  Icara  from  4hc  iirft  verfe 
in  his  book;.  <^  Fhe  i^ords  of  Jeremiah  the  Iba  of. 
Hilkiah,  of  th'e  priefts  that  were  in  Anathoth|  tui 
the  land  of  Benjamin.''     The  perfon  introduced  bf 
him,  as  makmg  lamentation,  is  Rachel,  the  beloved^ 
wife  of  Jacob,  and  the  mother  of  that  tribe*     She- 
had  before  borne  Jofeph,  at  which  time  by  diTihe 
i<)ftin£t  with  alluiion  to  the  name  juftamppfed,  (he: 
faid — <<  The  Lo&D  fhali  aJd^  to  me  another  ion." 
In  child-birth,  however,  through  .the  prevalence  of 
her  pains,  ihe  was  induced  to  give  up  her  former 
hopes  of  a  fecond  fon,  for  loft.     Her  attendant  ep^  -• 
deavoured  to  comfort  her  with  her  own  predidtion  ;; 
f «  Eear.noty  for  thou  fhalt  hav^  this  fon  aifo*"'    Yet^ , 

E  i,  "wheal 


174  RACHEL  COMFORTED. 

^  wBen  her  foul  was  in  departing  (for  flic  died  f)"^ 
—never  furely  was  there  a  more  aSed^ing  parenthefis 
— •«  when  her  foul  was  in  departing  (for  flic  died  !) 
ihe  called  his  name  Benoni^'^  that  is,  the  fin  of  my 
firrow.  "  His  father,"  feeking  to  avert  the  omea 
with  fpced",  "  called  him  Benjamin"  or,  the  fin  of 
the  right  handy  that  is  of  power  and  glory. 

Heu  nunquam  vana  par  en  turn  au^uria-^lht  obfer- 
vation  of  an  heathen  poet,  is  found  more  particu- 
larly verified  in  the  hiilory  of  the  patriarchs,  be- 
caufe  among  them  there  was  often  a  forefight  more 
than  human,  and  the  profpe^  into  futurity  was 
opened  to  them  by  a  light  from  above.  The  dif- 
ferent fates  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  feem  to  hate^ 
anfwered  the  different  names  impofcd  at  the  birth 
of  its  founder,  by  father  and  mother.  No  tribe 
more  valorous  than  that;,  none  more  afflidbed  with 
dlfailers  and  calamities.  At  one  time  flaughtered 
by  its  fellow  tribes,  almofl  to  excilion,  a  true  Benoni 
to  Rachel,  who  had  flie  been  alive,  muft  have 
<*  wept  for  her  children,  with  an  exceeding  bittec 
weeping ;"  at  another,  reftored  to  populoulnef&and 
prpfperity,  placed,  as  it  were,  at  the  head  of  the 
reft,  furnifhing  the  firft  king,  who  ruled  God's 
people  Ifrael)  and  realizing  the  name  and  charadec 
©f  Benjamin^  Xh^fin  of  the  right  hand* 

Upon  the  revolt  of  the  tea  tribes,^^  Benjamin  ad* 
hered  to  Judak,  then  the  royal  tribe,  the  tribe  that 
gave  birth  to  David,  the  tribe  from  which,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time,  a  greater  than  David  was  to  de- 
fcend.  When  Jeremiah. uttei  ed  the  words  now  un-» 
dcr  our  coniideration,  Jiidah  was  clofcly  beileged 
in  Jerufalem.by  the  Chaldean  aEmy,.  in  whole  way 
thither  the  land  of  Benjamin  lay.  It- experienced, 
therefore,  of  courfe,  all  the  horrors  of  invaflon. .  It 
was.  miferably.  wafted^  and  its  inhabit  ants- were,  car* 
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rjediaway  into  captivity.    This  is  the  reafon  why  old 
Rachel  (HH  renews  her  former  complaint^  and  wilh 
not  be  perfuadedy  but  that  Benjamin  muft  ftill  be. 
BenonL     She  and  her  daughters,  (for  under  the 
name  of  Rachel  we  muft  comprehend  all  the  wo- 
fal  mothers  of  that  tribe)  fill  the  heavens  with  their 
outcries,  whild  their  children  are  forced  from  their 
embraces  into  miferable  bondage  in  Babylon.    And. 
though  mention  be  only  made  of  Ramah,  a  city  of 
Benjamin,  yet  mull  we  imagine  the  wailings  to  have 
been  as  loud  and  bitter  about  Bethlehem,  which>. 
though  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  was  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Benjamin,  and  near  unto  the  place  where. 
Racl\cl  died ;    as  we  read  in  Gene  (is ;    <*  Rachel 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  way  to  Ephrath,  which, 
is  BeMehc'in^  and  Jacob  fet  a  pillar  upon  her  grave  ;. 
that  is  the  pillar  of  Rachel's  grave  unto  this  day."* 
Such  was  "  the  voice  heard"  in.  the  days  of  Jere- 
miah, the  "  lamentation,  and  the  bitter  weeping  v** 
when  "  Rachel,"  as  the  general  mother,  and  re— 
prefentative  of  all  the  mothers  in  the  tribe,  "  weep- 
ing for  her  children,  refufed  to  be  comforted,  be- 
caufe  they  were  not."     As  a  people,  they  had  no. 
civil  exiftence.      They  were>.  in  tliat  fenfe,  loft;, 
fthey  were  dead  *,  they  were  gone  into  captivity. 

It  was  under  thefe  circumftances,  that  the  pro- 
phet addrelTed  the  difconfolate  mother— confidcr- 
ing  him  as  a  Benjamitei  we  may  fay,  his  difconfolate 
mother — "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Refrain  thy  voice 
from  weeping,  and  thine  eyes. from  tears-;  for  thy. 
work  fiiall  be  rewarded,  faith  the  Lord,  and  they 
fliall  come  again  from  the  land  of  the  enemy  \  and^ 
there  is  hope  ia  thine  end,  feith  the  Lor©,  that 
thy  children  fliall  come  again  to  their  04vn  border .'"^ 
'  — Asi  if  he  had  faid  in  other  words — 

— Remember^ 

•  Gen.  x*xT.  ao* 
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— Remember,  O  Rachel^  my  mother^  the  d^s^ 
that  are  pail,  and  call  to  mind  God's  winders  of 
old  time.     Remember  how  thou  forrowedfl,  when 
thou  brought^  forth  my  father  Benjamin^  as  fear* 
ing  left  he  fliould  have  died  with  thee,  or  before 
thee.    Yet  after  thy  pains,  hadft  thou  this  joy,  that 
a  man  was  born  into  the  world.    And  though  thou 
did  A  impofe  upon  him  a  name  betokening  forrow^. 
yet  his  father  wifely  changed  it  into  one  prediftive 
of  better  things.     Remember,  when  Benjamin,  for. 
the  good  of  his  brethren,  was  called  to  go  down, 
into  Egypt,  how  Jacob  fuppofed  him  loft,  and  com- 
plained that  he  was  bereaved  of  his  children.     But: 
notwithftanding   thefe  ill  bodings,    Benjamhi,    at. 
length,  returned  in  fafety,  with  his  brother  Judahj 
the  father  was  again  bleifed  with  the  iight  of  his. 
youngeft  and- beft  beloved  fon,  the  light  of  his  eyes' 
and'the  ftafFof  his  old  age..    Such,  at  this  time, 
my  mother,  is  thy  fear  and  forrow;  but  greater,, 
hereafter,  lliall  be  thy  comfort,  and  thy  joy.    Ben- 
jamin is  indeed  led  captive  into  Babylon  ;  but  y«-- 
dih  is  once  more  gone  with  him,  as  his  pledge,  and- 
if  he  bring  him  not  back  again,  let  the  blame  be. 
his,  yea  mine,  yea  God's  for  ever.      *•  For  thusv 
iaith  the  Lord,  if  my  covenant  be  not  with  day>^ 
and  night,  and  if  I  have  not  appointed  the  ordi-r 
nances  of  heaven  and'earth,  then  will  I  caft  away- 
the  feed  of  Jacob  and  David  my  fervant,  fo  that  I. 
will  not  take  any  of  his  feed  to  be  rulers  over  the 
feed  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob — for  I  will  caufe 
their  captivity  to  return,  and  hav^  mercy  on  them^*— 
yea  I  have  fworn  by  my  holrncfe  that  I  will  not  fail 
David."    Now,  my  mother^  while  this  promife  lafts,. 
in  general,  to  Ifrael,  as  Abraham's  ktd^  Benjamirt 
muft  have  his  portion  in  the  bleiling.    And  while  it. 
remains  good  m  particular  to  the  feed  of  David,  Ben«* 
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j^min,  for  his  faithful  adherence  to  Judah,  in  pro^ 
Iperity  and  adverfity,  muft  participate  with  him  itf 
the  prerogative.  And  when  the  kingdom  fliall  be 
reftored,  as  reftored  it  will  be,  whoever  ihali  fit  on 
the  left  hand,  faithful  Benjamin  muft  fit  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  David. 

1  his,  taking  all  circumftances  into  the  accountt 
feems  to  have  been  the  in»port  of  Jeremiah's  con- 
folatory  addrefs  to  Rachel,  in  the  day  of  her  ca- 
lamity. And  his  words,  or  rathci;  thoTe  of  the  Al- 
mighty, were,  in  their  fulleft  import,  made  good 
to  her.  Within  feventy  years,  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  the  poftcrity  of  Benjamin  returned,  with  Judah^ 
into  the  land  of  Promife,  and  inhabited  Jerufalem^ 
Bethlehem,  and  other  bordering  cities,  promifcu- 
oufly  with  the  royal  tribe.  "  Her  work  was  re-. 
warded  j"  her  patient  expectation,  in  feith  and  hopo. 
of  the  promifes  made  her,  failed  not  of  its  fruit,  m 
the  appointed  feafon :  her  •*  children  came  agaiiv 
from  the  land  of  the  enemy  to  their  own  bordei:," 
as  the  Lord  had  foretold  by.  his  prophet;  they 
*^  returned,  and  caipe  to  Sion  with  fongs ;  joy  wa5 
upon  their  heads,"  and  in  their  hearts ;  <<  and  for- 
row  and  fighing  flew  away !" 

We  are  now  prepared  to  take  a  view,  as  was  pro- 
pofed  in  the 

Second  place».  of  thofe  parallel  circumdances^ 
which  off^r  themfelves,  in  the  lamentation  of  the 
Bethlchemitidi  mothers,  and  the  caufe  thereof, 
with  the  confideration  which  was  to  adminiller 
comfort  to  /M//,  in  the  day  of  their  great  and  moft 
bitter  3fili<Elion. 

The  death  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  in  .conjunc- 
tion with  the  tribe  of  Judah,  in  the  time  of  Jere- 
miah, was  a  civil  death,  a  departure  into  captivity. 
Thtir  r^ftoration  from  it  was,  confcquently,  a  civil 
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Fcftoration,  a  reftoration  to  their  ancient  city  and 
polity^  in  their  own  land.  The  death  of  the  Beth- 
lehemitifh  infants  was  a  bodily  death,  by  the  fword 
of  Herod;  their  reftoration  muft,  therefore,  be  a 
reftoration  to  the  bodily  life,  thus  violently  taken 
from  them,  that  is,  it  muft  be  a  refurredtion.  Ra- 
qhel's  prcfent  lamentation  for  the  bodily  death  of 
her  children  muft  have  a  comfort  anfwerable  to  it, 
as  her  former  lamentation  for  their  civil  death  had 
a  comfort  anfwerable  to  that.  Let  us  fee  what  an<« 
alogy  and  proportion  the  forrow  and  joy  in  one  cafe 
bear  to  the  forrow  and  joy  in  the  other. 

There  is  no  need  to  fhock  your  feelings,  by  en- 
dearouring  to  draw  a  pi^are  at  large  of  this  day's 
xnoft  abominable  maflacre.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that 
the  bloody  murder  of  children  in  their  tendereft 
and  nioft  helplefs  eftate,  torn  from  the  arms,  and 
butchered,  in  fuch  multitudes,  before  the  eyes  of 
l^ir  mothers,  muft  again  caufe  <<  a  voice  to  be  heard,, 
lamentation,  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning  ;'* 
great,  beyond  the  conception  of  any,  but  thofe  who 
then  ezpre£ed,  or  were  witncffes  to  it.  We  can- 
not read  the  words  which  defcribe  it,  without  ima- 
gining that  we  hear  Rachel,  called  from  her  tomb 
near  Bethlehem,  «  weeping  for  her  children ;"  that 
we  fee  her  turning  away,  and  rcfufing  to  be  com- 
forted for  her  children,  becaufe  they  were  not  \  be^ 
capfe  they  were  departed  hence,  and  werf  no  more 
to  be  found  in  the  land  of  the  living  \  they  were 
led  away  into  that  other  captivity,  more  wretched 
and  durable  tUan  the  captivity  of  Benjamin,  with 
Judah,  in  Babylon  ;  they  were  deprived  of  light 
and  life,  they  were  hurried  from  the  warm  and 
chearful  precin^bs  of  day,  to  be  imprifoned  in  the 
cold  and  dark  dominion^  of  the  king  of  terrors. 
And  who  can  bring  them  from  thence  ?  Not  the 
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High  Pr left  Jofhuai  thefon  of  Jofedek ;  not  Zoro«  1 

t>abel,  who  condudted  their  father  from  captivity  |  'j 

not  Sampfon,  though^  in  the  prime  of  his  ftrength^  }. 

he  carried  away  the  gates  of  Gaza ;  not  DaiPid,  nor 
their  father  Benjaa)in>  though  both  had  been  ajive  i 

to  command,  or  lead  the  whole  pofterity  of  liraeL 
All  thefe  might  have  faid  of  the  fons  of  Rachel 
^iiis  day  commemorated  by  U8>  as  David  did  of  his 
<hild-^«  We  fhall  go  to  them,  but  they  ihall  not 
return  to  us."  But  the  holieft  of  the  ancient  prieft* 
and  prophets,  the  mightieft  among  the  ancient 
kings  and  rulers,  were  ftill  fubjeA  to  death,  and 
had  taken  their  laft  repofe  with  the  beggar  in  the 
duft.  Where  then  is  the  wonted  promife  of  Ra« 
chel's  reward  ?  Who  ihall  comfort  her  in  this  ca* 
iamity  ? 

Nothing,  certainly,  can  wear  a  more  gloomy 
and  comfortlefs  afpedt,  than  things  here  feem  to  do. 
Yet  in  this  as  in  the  former  inilance,  <'  Thus  faith 
the  Lord"  to  the  mourner,  and  who  elfe  can  fay 
it  ?— "  Refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and  thine 
eyes  from  tears ;  for  thy  work  ihall  be  rewarded^ 
faith  the  Lord,  and  they  ihall  come  again  from 
the  land  of  the  enemy  *,  and  there  is  hope  in  thine 
end,  faith  the  LoRjt),  that  thy  children  ihall  come 
again  to  their  own  border/' 

RecoUefling  what  hath  been  faid  above,  and 
bearing  in  mind  the  circumflances  of  time  and 
place,  pointed  out  in  the  application  made  of  the 
former  part  of  the  paflage  by  St  Matthew,  we  may 
fuppofe  this  latter  part  to  fpeak  to  the  Bethlehemitiih 
mothers  in  fome  fuch  manner  as  the  following. 


■*"^ 


-At  Bethlehem,  the  birth  place  of  Benja-. 
min,  where  the  pillar  was  ereftcd  over  RacheFs 
grave,  a  child  is  born,  who  has  caufcd  the  children 
of  fiecjanilA  and  Judah  once  more  to  become  Bern* 
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-«i*j,  true  fans  of  for  raw  to  their  mothers  5  a  charaO 
tcr  hehitnfelf  Is  to  fiiftain  on  earth,  infoiiiuch,  that 
•«  a  fword  fhall  pierce  through  the  foul"  of  her 
that,  bare  him.  As  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and 
with  regard  to  the  nature  derived  firom  her,  he  1$ 
to  be  •^  a  man  of  forrows,  "iLndi  acquainted  with 
griei!^  But,  like  Betijawin^  from  his  Father  he  (hall 
receive  a  name  expreffive  of  far  different  things  j 
•*  a  name  above  every  name  \  he  (hall  be  exalted 
from  mifery  and  mortality  to  "  the  right  hand  of 
the  majedy  in  the  heavens  5"  there  to  take  poffef* 
Con  of  an  inheritance  in  the  true  land  of  Proaiife. 
Of  this  his  inheritance  in  a  ftate  of  power  and  glo- 
ry, he  will  not  fail  to  make  thofe  partakers,  whofc 
blood  has  been  fhed  by  the  executioners  of  Herod| 
on  his  account.  Look  upon  this  their  final  delive- 
rance and  refloration,  as  it  is  delineated  in  that 
map,  or  chart  of  it,  the  deliverance  of  your  ances- 
tors from  the  Babylon ifh  captivity,  and  the  refto^ 
ration  to  their  own  land.  Call  to  mind  what  was 
faid  by  them,  at  that  time,  on  the  ground  of  their 
own  happy  experience.—"  They  that  fow  in  tears, 
ihall  reap  in  joy ;  he  that  goeth  forth,  and  weep- 
eth,"  as  if,  ignorant  of  the  art  of  hufbandry,  he 
feared  the  corn  he  was  fowing  would  perifli  in  the 
earth,  *<  fhall  doubtlefs  come  again  with  joy,  bring- 
ing his  fheaves  with  him."  The  heavens,  echoing 
with  your  cries,  and  the  earth,  rooiftened  with 
your  tears,  are  witneiTes  to  men  and  angds,  that 
you  have  more  plentifully  fowed  in  grief,  than  your 
anceflors.  As  the  forrows  of  your  feed-time  have 
abounded,  fo  the  joys  of  your  harvefl  fhall  fuper*- 
abound.  The  Lord's  promife  of  old  is  not  yet  ex- 
pired, but  extends,  in  full  force,  to  you  and  yours* 
With  what  more  precious  feed  could  the  land  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin  be  fown^  t)ian  the  blood  of 
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lender  infants,  harmlefs  and  undefiled  ^en  in 
thought?  Scattered  upon  the  ground  by  cruel 
bands,  it  fliall  be  gathered  by  the  power  of  him^ 
who  difpenfeth  the  breath  of  life  to  all  things  living. 
None  of  this  feed  fhall^be  loft,  or  prove  unfruitful* 
Every  grain  fhall  produce  its  ear,  and  every  ear 
its  proportion  of  incorruptible  ^nd  pleafant  fruit* 
Great,  therefore,  as  your  afiiAion  is  allowed  to  bc> 
yet  mourn  not  as  they  that  have  no  hope,  but» 
even  in  the  mid  ft  of  your  bitter  complaints,  dill 
remember,  that  Rachel's  pains  muft  have  a  joyful 
recompence,  and  her  exceeding  forrows  portend 
extraordinary  comforts  in  the  ifTue,  Only  let  pa- 
tience have  its  perfc<ft  work  through  faith^  and  that 
««  work  (hall  be  rewarded"  with'  the  pod<:i&on  of 
the  promifes.  For,  throOgh  the  Saviour  who  i^ 
born,  "  there  is  hope  in  the  end,'*  that,  like  as 
your  fathers,  in  God's  good  time,  "  came  again 
from  the  land  of  the  enemy  to  their  own  border," 
fb  your  children,  whofe  untimely  excifion  you  la* 
ment,  fhall  come  again  from  the  ftrong  holds  of 
the  grave,  whither  they  had  been  led  away  captive, 
to  the  4ot  of  their  inheritance  in  the  heavenly  Ca-. 
naan,  and  the  new  Jerufaiem,  there  to  live  sjid 
reign  with  him,  for  whom  they  have  now  fu^^red 
and  died.  Tbe/e  children  of  Jadah  and  Be^njamin, 
like  their  progenitors,  "  Ihall  return,  ar^d  come  to 
Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  (nail  be  upon 
their  heads  •,  they,  and  you  with  th^iii,  {hall  obtain 
joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrew  and  fighiag  Ihall  again 
£ee  away." 

The  words,  thus  explained,  will  fuggeft  to  us 
fome  ufeful  reiie^lons,  fuirable  to  the  feitival,  on 
the  cafe  of  the  flaughtered  infants^  and  that  of  the 
lamenting  tmthers* 

Vol.  1.  Q^  With 
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With  regard  to  the  infants^  we  may  obfcrve  tl|i^« 
•choice,  made  by  the  church,  of  proper  perfons  to  * 
attend  the  blefled  Jefus,  upon  the  commemoration 
•cf  his  birth.  Thefe  are  St  Stephen,  St  John^  and 
the  Innocents.  He  was  born  to  fuffer ;  and  there- 
fore, the  feftival  of  his  nativity  is  immediately  foi« 
jowed  by  the  feftivals  of  thofe  who  AifiFered  for  him. 
£t  Stephen  was  a  martyr,  and  the  firfl  martyr, 
both  in  will  and  in  deed :  St  John,  the  beloved 
•difciple,  was  fuch  in  will,  but  not  in  deed,  being 
tniraculouily  preferved  from  the  death  intended  for 
•him  by  Domitian.  The  Innocents  were  martyrs  in 
>deed,  but  not  in  willj  by  reafon  of  their  tender  age. 
Of  thefe  laft,  however,  it  pleafed  the  prince  oi 
Siartyrs  to  have  his  train  compo{4L  d,  when  he  made 
^is  entry  into  the  world,  as  at  this  feafon  ;  a  train 
-of  infants,  fuited  to  an  infant  Saviour ;  a  train  of 
Innocents,  meet  to  follow  the  fpotlefs  Lamb,  who 
came  to  convince  the  world  of  fin,  and  to  redeem 
it  in  righteoufnefs.  They  were  the  firft- fruits  of- 
fered to  the  hon  of  God,  after  his  incarnation,  and 
their  blood  the  firfl  that  flowed  on  his  account. 
They  appeared  as  lo  many  champions  in  the  field, 
dgd  in  the  King's  coat  of  armour,  to  intercept  the 
blows  dirtdted  againft  him. 

The  Chriftian  poet,  Prudentius,  in  one  of  his 
Jiymns,  has  an  elegant  and  beautiful  addrefs  to 
thefe  young  Sufferers  for  their  Redeemer 

Sahete,  jlores  Martyrum^ 

^€ioSy  luc'ts  ipfo  in  limine^ 

Chrijli  infecutor  fuJiuUtf 

Ceu  turbo  tiajcentes  rofas* 
Vos^  prima  Chrifli  viBUma^ 

Grex  immolatorum  Uner^ 

Arar,.  utite  ipjam^  Jtmpliccs^ 

Falma  et  coronis  luditii. 

«  Hail 
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•'Hail  ye  firft  flowers  of  the » evangelical  fpring^ 
cut  off  by  the  fworjd  of  perfecution,  ere  yet  you  had 
unfolded  your  leaves  to  the  morning,  as  the  early 
rofe  droops  before  the  withering  blaft.  Driven^. 
like  a  flock  of  Iambs,  to  the  flaughter,  you  hav& 
the  honour  to  compofe  the  firft  facrifice  oflFered  at 
the  altar  of  Chrift ;  before  which,  methinks  I  fee 
your  innocent  flmplicity  fporting  with  the  palms^ 
and  the  crowns  held  out  to  you  from  above." 

So  remarkable  an  event  neceflarily  attraAs  onr- 
attention  to  that  age,-  which  is  propofcd  by  our 
Lord,  as,  in  many  refpe^,  a- model  for  us  all  to^ 
copy,   in   forming  our  tempers  and  difpofitions* 
««  They  brought  young  children  to  Chrift,  that  he 
ihould  touch  them,  and  his  difciples  rebuked  thofa 
that  brought  them.     But  Jefus  was  much  difplea- 
fed,  and  faid.  Suffer  little  children  to  come  to  me, 
and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of 
God."    And  again,  when  the  difciples  '<  aflced  him^* 
who  ihould  be  the  greateft  in  the  kingdom  of  hea-* 
ven,  he  took  a  little  child,  and  fet  him  in  the  midft,, 
and  faid.  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as 
little  children,  ye  Ihall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom^ 
of  God."     To  be  fit  for  the  inheritance  of  the: 
faints  in  light,  we  muft  put  off  the  paflions  which; 
are  too  apt  to  infeft  us  as  men,  ambition,  pride,  crafty, 
envy,  hatred,  malice,  anger,  revenge,  covetoufnefs^. 
and  concupifcence  of  every  fort,  and  put  on  their* 
oppofites,    humility,   meeknefs,   modefty,  charity^ 
purity,  fimplicity  ;  we  muft  become  fuck  in  heart 
and  mind,  by  the  difcipline  of  religion,  as  little 
children  are,  by  their  age ;  poffeiTed  of  the  fame 
unlimited  confidence  in  the  care  of  a  Father,  who^ 
as  we  are  aflured,  careth  for  us ;  looking  up  to  hinv- 
for  all  we  want,  and  flying  to  him  for  proteftion 
&om  all  we  fear  i  never  entertaining  a  fufpicion  of 

Q^  our* 
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our  beiag  forfaken^  or  liegleded  by  him,  nor  tike 
leaft  inclination  to  refift  his  will ;  equally  infenfible 
to  the  promifes  and  threatenings  of  the  world ;  re« 
iigned  to  fuffer,  and  not  afraid  to  die,  when  we  are 
called  fb  to  do ;  able  to  fmile  at  the  drawn  dagger^ 
and  ready  to  embrace  the  arm  that  aims  it  at  our 
lieart. 

This  idea  of  a  child  of  God  was  daily  realized^ 
to  the  admiration  of  the  whole  pagian  worid,  in  the 
firft  ages  of  the  church.  The  fame  inexhauftible 
and  all  powerful  grace  will  realize  it  in  thefe  latter 
daysi  when  religion  fliall  be  confider^d  by  us  as  an 
art,  rather  than  a  fcicnce^  when  non  magna  hquimur 
fed  vivimuSf  (hall  be  the  device  adopted  by  the 
•  Chriftiaii  philofopfaer ;  and  the  precepts  of  the 
Gofpel  fhall  be  pradifed  with  as  much  diligence  as 
that  with  which  its  evidences  are  ftudied. 

And,  lo,  for  our  encouragement,  in  the  portion 
of  Scripture  this  day  appointed  for  the  Epiflle,  the 
veil  is  rent  which  feparates  the  two  worlds  \  the 
profpefl  is  opened  into  another  fydcm ;  the  **  ho-^ 
lieft  o£  all"  is  difclofed ;  the  celeftial  mount  is  dif^ 
covered ;  and  on  its  fumniit  <<  we  fee  a  Lamb  (land, 
with  an  hundred  and  forty  'four  thouFand,"  of  the 
like  fweet  anU  innocent  difpofition,  <<  having  his 
Father^s  name  written  on  their  foreheads,  Thefe 
arc  they  which  follow  the  Lamb,  whitherfoevcr  he 
goeth.  Thefe  were  redeemed  from  among  meni 
being  the  firil-fruits  unto  God  and  the  Lamb.  And 
in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile,  for  they  were 
without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God."  From 
their  ftation  they  beckon  us  after  them,  diewing 
lis,  for  our  indruftion  and  direAioti  in  the  way> 
that  «  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

And  now,  we  are  ready,  perhaps,  to  fay  with 
St  Peterj  oxk  an  occs)£oa  fooi^wbat  iimilar,  It  is 

good 
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gbod'  for  us  to  be  here  !  let  us  make  our  abode  on 
the  mount !  But  the  time  is  not  yet-  We  muft  re- 
turn, and  conclude,  as  we  bi*gan,  with  the  lament- 
ing motberSf  whom  \re  left  behind  us,  in  the  valley:- 
of  tears. 

Their  cries,  like  thofe  of  Rachel,  portending  the 
birth  of  a  Benoniy  ^fon  offorrowi  teach  us,  his  dis- 
ciples, to  expe£^  forrow  for  our  portion  in  this  life^, 
and  to  look  forward  to  another,  for  comfort,  and. 

jpy-  ... 

In  the  world,  as  in- Rama,  "  a  voice  is  hcard^. 
lamentation  and  weeping,  and  great  mourning."* 
Earthly  poireffif)ns  and  fatisfa^ions,  of  every  fort,, 
are,  by  their  nature,  tranfient.  They  may  leave 
us  ;  we  mufl  leave  them.  To  him  who  views  them> 
-in  their  moft  fettled  ftate,  with  the  eye  of  wifdom^ 
they  appear^  as  the  air  in  the  cahnefUds^  does  to> 
the  philofopher  through  his  telefcope^  ever  undu-*- 
lating  and  fluctuating.  If  we  place  our  happinef& 
in  them,  we  build  upon*  the  wave.  It  rolls  froni» 
under  us,,  and  we  fink,  into  the- depths  of  grief  and& 
dcfpondency. 

Children,  relations,  fsriendsi  honours,  houfes^ 
lands,,  revenues,  and  endowments,  the  goods  o£ 
nature  and  of  fortune,  nay  even  of  grace  itfelf,  arec 
only  lent.  It  is  our  misfortune  to  fancy. they  are: 
given.  We  flart,  therefore,  jind  are- angry,  wheiu 
the  loan  is  called  in.  We  think  ourfdvcs  tnajlers^ 
when  we  are  hi^ljtewards ;  and  forget,  that  to  each; 
of  us  will  it  one  day^  be  faid,  «  Give  an  2uxount  o£ 
thy  flewardfhip,  for  thou  muft- be  no  longer  flew-^ 
ard." 

Youth  dreams  ofjoys  unremitted^. and  pleafurcai 
uninterrupted ;  and  fees  not  in  the  charming  per* 
fpedtive  the  crofs  accidents  that  lie  in  wait  to  pre- 
vent their  being  fo.     But  fhould  no  fuch  accidents* 
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for  a  while  intervene,  to  difiurb  the  pkafing  viITony 
age  will  certainly  awake,  and  find  it  at  an  end*.  - 
The  icythe  of  time  will  be  as  effedlual,  though  not 
§0  expeditious,  as  the  fword  of  the  perfecutor ;  and 
without  a  Herod,  Rachel,  if  fhe  live  long,  wi^]  be 
'heard  lamenting ;  ihe  will  experience  forrows,  ia 
which  the  world  can  adminifier  no  adecpiate  com* 
fort.     She  muft  therefore  look  beyond  it. 

Xhe  patriarchs  and  people  of  God,  in  old  time,, 
were  often  delivered  from  ad^crfity.  1  hey  often, 
enjoyed  profperity.  But  after  all  the  wonders 
wrought  for  them,  and  all  the  bleffings  conferred 
upon  them,  the  iiTue  -of  things  was  ftill  the  fame*: 
Thefe  friends  and  favourjtes  of  heaven  flill  faw 
their  relations,  frequently  their  children,  falling 
around  them,  and  at  length  dropped,  themfelves,. 
xnito  the  grave,  to  be  mourned  over  by  thofe  that 
furvived  them.  This  was  the  cafe  even  in  the  land ' 
©f  Promifc  itfclt  Deplorable  indeed,  therefore^ 
and  defperate,  like  the  woril  of  the  heathen,  would 
kflve  been  their  condition,  had  they  not  been, 
taught,  through  temporal  deliverances,  and  tem- 
poral profperity,  in  a  temporal  land  of  Promife,  to 
contemplate  another  deliverance  from  the  power  of 
the  deftroycr,  another  profperity  that  fliould  have 
no  end,  in  another  Jand  of  Promife,  which  fhould 
never  be  taken  from  them,  and  from  which  they 
Ihould  never  be  taken ;  where  they,  tbeir  parents, 
amd  their  children,,  fhould  meet  again,  to  part  no 
more.  What  elfe  is  "  the  hope  of  Ifrael,'*  what 
dfc  can  it  be,  but  a  "  refurre^ion  from  the  dead."* 

Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  words  of  the 
Apoftle  on  this  iubje^.  Having  enumerated  the 
aocicnt  worthies,  from  Abel  to  David  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  prophets,  he  thus  concludes  y  **^  Thefc  all,. 

having 
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kiving  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  re-- 
ceived  not  the  promife,"  *  the  promife,  emphatw 
callyi  the  grand  profnife,  in  faith  ^f  which  the^fs^ 
died,  and  of  which  all  other  promifes  were  only: 
ihadows,  and  known  by  them  to  be  fuch ;  <^  God 
having"  all  along  forefeen  and  **  provided  fome 
better  thing  for  us  ;'*  better  than  any  of  thofe  figtb* 
rative  promifes  which  they  did  receive  $  to  wit,  an 
eternal  redemption,  and  an  eternal  inheritance  f 
^at,  in  fuch  eternal  redemption  and  inheritance, 
•<  they,  without  us,  fhou4d  not  be  made  perfeft,"f 
as  God  intends  that  we,  together  with  them,  at. 
the  general  refurre£Uon,  fhali  be  made  perfeA  in. 
keaven. 

If,  then,  the  mothers  in  Judah-  and  Benjamia^ 
had  been  properly  inftrufted  in  the  fiilth  of  the  an- 
cient church)  when  Jeremiah  addrefied  to  them 
the  words  we  have  been  coufidering,  tliough  they- 
mud  underdand  them  immediately  as  a  promife 
that  their  children  ihould  be  delivered  from  Baby- 
lon, and  brought  back  again  to  their  own  land;  yet: 
their  thoughts  would  naturally  be  carried  on,  for 
further  comfort,  to  that  other  deliver-ance  and  re- 
ftoration  from  death,  promifed  by  all  the  holy  pro- 
phets, fince  the  world  began ;  even  as  we  may  pre-^ 
fume  the  thoughts  of  a  Chriftian  parent  would  now;- 
be,  whofe  fon  was  a  Have  in  Barbary,  fhould  a  pro- 
phet be  fent  to  him,  with  the  following  meilage 
from  God  j  "  Your  fon  is  gone  into  captivity,  but. 
he  ihall  certainly  be  redeemed  from  it." 

This,  however,  is  indifputable ;  that  in.  the  ap* 
plication  which  St  Matthew  has  taught  us  to  make, 
of  the  paflage,  it  can  admit  of  no  other  conftruc- 
tion;,becaufe  there  can  be  no  deliverance  from  bo- 
dily death,  but  by  a  bodily  refurre£tion. 

'  Learn 
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Learn  we,  therefore,  and  a  more  important  and! 
ufeful  leflbn  cannot  be  learned — whenever  death- 
deprives  us  of  thofe  who  are  near  and- dear  to  us,. 
to  comfort  ourfelves  and  one  another  with  thefe 
words;  and  let  each  of  us,  as  occafion  for  confola- 
tion  fliall  offer  itfelf,  liften  to  Jcremiah's.prophecy, 
as  if  it  were  fpoken  to  himfelf ;  "  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  ;  Refrain  thy  voice  from  weeping,  and  thine 
eyes  from  tears ,  for  thy  work  fliall  be  rewarded^ 
faith  the  Lord,  and  they  {hall  coin^  again  from  the 
l^nd  of  the  enemy.     And  there  is  hope  in  thine 
end,  faith  the  Lord,  that  thy  children,"  thy  rela^ 
tions,  or  thy  friends,  "  fliall  come  again  to  their 
own  border ;"  that  from  the  dark  and  defolate  re- 
gions of  the  grave  they  fhall  come  to  the  light  and 
glory  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  where,  as  holy 
John  tells  us,  "  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  neither* 
fbrrow,  nor  crying;"*  where  Rachel  fhall  finally, 
ceafe  her  lamentations,  lay  atide  her  mourning  vcil^^ 
and  wipe  away  all  tears  for  ever  from  her  eyes.. 


•r 


.  1 


DISCOURSE  xr. 


THE  CIRCUMCISION. 


Luke  il.  21. 


And  when  eight  days  were  accompli/hed for  the  circum^ 
cifing  of  the  child y  his  name  was  called  Jesus,  which 
was  fi  named  of  the  angel^  before  he  was  conceived 
in  tie  womk. 

X  HESE  words  conclude.the  Gofpel  for  the  dayv 
taken  from  a  cha{>tcr  which  hath,  horded  ample 
matter  of  wonder  and  delight  through  the  courfr 
of  the  prcfent  joyfiil  feafon,  when  the  church,  like 
the  bleiTed  virgin  mother^  is  never  feen,  but  with 
the  holy  child  in  her  arnu>  By  the  portions  alreadf 
f^leded  from  it,  we  have  been  i^iade  to  Uften  to  the- 
fermon  preached  by  an  angel  upon  the  fubje£l  of 
the  Nativity  \  and  the  fweet  anthem,  fung  bj  the 
choir  of  heaven  immediately  after,  are  ftill  found* 
ing  in  our  ears.  With  the  happy  and  obedient 
fiiepberds  we  have  been  at  Bethlehem,  and  there 
have  feen  ^<  this  great  thing  which  is  come  to  pais^ 
which  the  Lord  hach  made  known  unto  us  ^'^  and 
have  found  reafon  to  return,  like  them,  <<  glorify- 
ing and  praifing  God  for  all  the  things,  that  we 
have  heard  and  feen,  as  it  was  told  unto  us."  Nor 
Ihall  we  ever  forget,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  (at  leaft,  ne-  . 
▼er,  at  this  hallowed  and  gracious  time)  to  imitate 
her  example,  who  <<  kept  all  thefe  fayings,  and. 
pondered  them  in  her  he^rt." 
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We  arc  now  conducted  from  the  birth  to  the  cir- 
cucncifion  of  our  Redeemer,  an  account  of  whicb 
immediately  follows  the  hiftory  of  the  fhcpherds^ 
in  the  words  of  the  text.  And  very  meet,  and 
right,  and  our  boundcn  duty  it  is,  that  we  ihould 
at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  employ  our  thoughts 
upon  it  5  feeing  it  was  the  begining  of  forrows  to 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  beginning  of  joy,  becaufe 
the  beginning  of  redemption,  to  the  fons  of  men^ 
for  whom  the  firft  blood  of  the  all-propitiating  vic- 
tim was  now  fhed.  A  ilumbling.  block  it  may 
prove  to  the  Jew,  fooliOinefs  it  may  appear  to  the 
Greek,  and  to  all  thofe,  who,  like  the  one,  de fire  at 
ftgn  of  earthly  fplendor  and  magnificence,  or,  like 
the  other,  feek  after  the  nuifdom  of  falfe  philofophy: 
but  to  the  intelligent,  and  therefore  humble  belie- 
ver, Chrift,  in  this  ftate  of  weaknefs,  pain,  and 
forrow,  is  "  the  wifdomof  God"  to  contrive,  "  and 
the  power  of  God"  to  effeft  the  deliverance  of  his 
people. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  whcnfoevcr,  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, mention  is  made  of  any  particular  relative  to 
the  abafement,  the  infirmity,  and  the  fhame,  fub« 
mitted  to  by  Chrift,  it  is  prefently  contrafted  by 
fomething  concerning  his  exaltation,  his  power^. 
and  his  glory  •,  that  fo,  the  objedlion  arifing  in  the 
mind  from  a  view  of  the  former,  may  be  obviated 
at  once  by  the  confideration  of  the  latter,  and  the 
Chnftian  may  never  lofe  light  of  that  capital  article 
of  his  faith,  the  union  of  the  two  natures,  divine 
and  human,  in  the  perfon  of  his  Saviour.  Thus  we 
behold  him  in  Twaddling  clothes ;  but  inftantly  we 
hear  the  heavenly  hoft  finging  an  Hallelujah  to  him. 
He  lies  in  a  manger ;  but  the  brighteft  ftar  in  the 
firmament  points  the  way  to  his  abode.  He  ex- 
pires upon  the  crofs ;  but  all  nature  fufiers  with 
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liimi  almoft  to  a  diilblution.  And  thus,  in  the 
kiftance  now  before  us,  he  is  circumcifed  indeed 
on  earth,  as  the  fon  of  Abraham  ;  but  a  name  is 
given  him  from  heavens  as  the  Son  of  God.  For 
in  chefe  lowly  and  ignominious  circumftancesi  he 
receives  the  name  enjoined  before  to  be  impofed 
on.  him  by  the  angel ;  a  name  above  every  name  $ 
a  name  which  evil  fpirits  fear,  and  good  ones  adore ; 
a  name,  at  which  every  knee  ihould  rejoice  to  bow, 
and  which  every  tongue  fhould  exult  to  confefs; 
fince  it  is  by  this  name  that  glory  is  given  to  God 
in  the  higheft,  peace  reftored  to  earth  at  war  with 
its  Maker^  and  good  will  ftreams  forth  to  finful 
men. 

In  order  to  unfold  the  myftery  of  the  circum- 
<:ifion  of  Chrift,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  enquire 
into  the  inftitution  of  this  rite,  with  the  reafon  and 
end  thereof.  Mofes  (faith  our  Lord  to  the  Jews) 
gave  you  circumciiion,  not  becaufe  it  is  of  Mofes, 
but  of  the  fathers  ;*'*  this  being  one  of  the  many 
legal  cerenjonies,  which  were  originally  communica- 
ted to  the^  ancient  patriarchs,  and  afterwards  re- 
ordained  in  writing  by  Mofes.  The  firll  account 
of  it  occurs  in  the  hiftory  of  our  father  Abraham  ; 
and  8t  Paul  difcourfing  at  large  upon  the  pomt,f 
informeth.  us,  that  it  was  given  as  a  <<  iign  or  feal  of 
the  righteoufnefs,  which  is  by  faith/'  Now  the 
object  of  Abraham's  faith  was  redemption  by  the 
promifed  Seed,  that  is  to  fay,  by  Mcffiah,  who 
ihould  fpring  from  his  loins  i  and'  in  whom,  by 
reafon  of  that  redemption,  <<  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  were  to  be  blefled"  with  the  bleffings  of  eter- 
nity. And  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by.fuch  faith, 
confifteth  in  the  juftification  of  believers  by  the 
<utting  off  and  doing  away  the  body  of  iin  through 
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Hhe  facrifice  of  Chrift,  by  which  they  are  paf  donedt 
and  made  holy,  being  feparated  from  iin,  and  fia 
from  them,  in  order  to  a  final  ijeparation  from  eve- 
ry thing  that  offendeth,  at  the  refurreAion  of  the 
juft.     This  is  "  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,"  with 
which  Abraham  having  been  ibefore  invefled,  he 
received  <^rcucDciiion,  not  as  any  thing  which  could 
make  hip  righteous,  but  as  "^^Jign  ^xAfeal  of  that 
evangelical  righteoufnefs,  '*  which  he  had  being 
yet  unchrcumciCed  ;  Kr  the  end  that  he  might  be  the 
father  of  all  them  who  believe,  though  they  be  not 
ctrcumcifed  ;"  and  that  we  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the 
Jews,  might  become  the  children,  and  inherit  the 
bleffing  of » Abraham.     But  from  the  inftitution  o£ 
this  rite  to  the  manifeftation  of  the  promiftd  Seed, 
it  became  to  the  natural  defcendants  of  the  patriarch 
Abraham,  what  baptifm  hath  been  ever  fince  to 
the  fpiritual  progeny  of  him,  who  is,  in  a  much 
higher  fen fc,  the  Father  of  us  all ;  it  became  the  fa» 
crament  of  initiation  into  the  true  church  and  faith. 
Now,  in  a  facrament,  the  outward  and  vilible  iiga 
is  intended  to  introduce  us  to  the  inwara  and  fpiri- 
tual grace  figured  by  it  as  a  Jigfiy  conveyed  by  it  a^ 
%  meatu^  and  infured  by  it  as  a  pledge.     And  what 
the  inward  and  fpiritual  grace  fignified  by  circura- 
cifion  was,  not  only  St  Paul,  but  Mofes  himfetf« 
will  teH  us,  who  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  ex- 
preflith  himfelf  in  thefe  tefms ;  «  Circumcife  the 
foreikin  of  your  heart,  and  be  no  more  (UiT-neck* 
cd."*     And  again  \   f  he  Lord  thy  God  will  cirw 
cumcife  thine  heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  feed,  to 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and 
with  all  thy  foul,  that  thou  mayed  livc."f     From 
thefe  pafiTages  laid  together,  the  following  truths 
feem  to  be  fairly  deducible  i  namely,  Firit,   1  hat 
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cftcumclfion  was  an  outward  and  vifible  figh  of  an 
inward  and  fpiritual  grace  -to  be  wrought  in  the 
heart;    Secondly,  That  this  inward  and  fpiritual 
grace  was  the  cutting  off  and  cafting  away  of  Jin  ; 
Thirdly,  That  for  this  work  they  were  not  fufficicnt 
as  of  themfelves,  but  their  fufficicncy  was  o(tbe  Lord 
Jtheir  God,  who  would  work  in  them,  and  with  them, 
through  faith,  by  the  holy  Spirit*,  Fourthly,  That 
the  effe^  and  confequcnce  of  this  fpiritual  circum- 
cifion  would  be  the  lore  of  God  Ihed  abroad  in  their 
hearts,  with  its  genuine  fruit  of  unfeigned  obedi«- 
«nce  to  his  commandments ;  and,  Laftly,  That  this 
would  prepare  the  way  to  eternal  life ;  « that  thou 
mayeft  live,"  faith  Mofesj  "  that  thou  mayeft  live," 
not  only  on  earth,  under  grace,  but  hereafter  in 
glory :  fince  <*  purification  of  the  heart"  is  in  order 
to  a  better  life  in  that  celeftial  Canaan,  the  ultimat# 
«nd  of  all  the  promifes,  that  good  land  which  the 
Lord  our  God  fliall  give  to  every  IffSMlite  indeed, 
^nd  in  which  he  himfelf,  after  having  been  the 
««  fhield"  pf  Abraham  and  his  feed,  fhall  be  their 
«  exceeding  great  reward."  *    And  fo  it  is  written ; 
«<  Bleffed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  fhall  fee 
God."f     Thus  do  thefe  two  texts  from  the  wri- 
tings of  Mofes  involve  in  them  the  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel  -,  they  begin  with  the  clcanfing  of  the  heart 
from  fin,  thence  proceeding  on  to  the  love  of  God 
till  they  terminate  in  the  beatific  vifion  of  him  in  an 
endlefs  life.     And  could  the  Jews  have  read  their 
law,  without  that  veil,  which  infidelity  had  drawn 
'over  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding ;  could  they 
•have  beheld,    with  open  face,    the  glory  of  the 
Lord,   enOirined  in  the  Mo(aic  myfteries;    could 
they  have  difcerned  the  *'  apple  of  gold"  through 
the  .*^  net- work  of  filver,"  :f  inftead  of  miftaking  the 

Vol.  I.  R  caiket 
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caiket  for  the  jewel  which  it  contained  and  prefer^ 
ved ;  they  had  then^faved  an  Apoflle  the  trouble 
of  informing  them,  that  "  he  is  not  a  Jew,  which 
is  one  outwardly,  nor  is  that  circumcifion  which  is 
outward  in  the  flefh  (  but  he  is  a  Jew*  which  is 
one  inwardly,  and^ circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart, 
io  the  fpirit,  and  not  |n  the  4ettar,  whofe  praife  is 
not  of  men,  buj  of  God."  * 

We  will  venture  then  to  fuppofe,  that  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  rite  now  before  us,  with  the  reafoa 
and  end  thereof,  is  fufficiently  cleared,  and  circum- 
cifion proved  to  be  a  facramental  iign  of  the  cutr* 
cing  off  and  cafting  away  of  fin  from  the  heart. 
But  what  mean  ye  then,  as  faith  St  Bernard,  by 
circumcifing  the  child  Jefus,  who  did  no  fin,  and 
knew  none }  who  was  conceived  in  the  womb  of  a 
^virgin,  by  the  Spirit  of  eternal  purity ;  why  muft 
he  undergo  this  painful  ceremony  ?  To  this  wc 
anfwer,  befides  the  example  of  humility  and  obedi^ 
ence  herein  afforded  us  by  our  Lord ;  as  alfo  tb« 
proof  from  hence  refulting  of  the  reality  of  his  hu- 
man nature ;  befides  thefe  collateral  confiderations^ 
I  fay  j  the  reafon  why  Chrift  was,  as  on  this  day, 
circumcifed,  is  the  fame  with  the  reafon  why  h« 
was  born,  why  he  lived,  and  why  he  died.  What 
•he  did,  and  what  he  fuftered,  he  did  and  fuffered 
not  for  himfclf,  but  for  us.  The  whole  of  this 
momentous  and  falutary  truth  is  exprefTcd  by  tlie 
ApofUe  in  thofe  few  words ;  "  He  was  made  fin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  become 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  f  He  bore  our 
griefs,  that  we  might  enter  into  his  joy :  he  put  on 
the  bloody  garment  of  fin  and  death,  that  we 
might  be  inverted  with  the  white  and  fpotlefs  robea 
of  rightequfnefs  and  life.    He  became  not  only  oqc 
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with  uSy  a$  the  head  is  with  the  members ;  but  one 
Jbr  us,  or  in  our  Jiead^  as  a  furety  is  for  a  debtor* 
And  therefore,  though,  as  the  all  perfeft  Son  of 
God,  he  could  need  neither  circumcifion  nor  bap- 
tifm,  yet,  as  the  fufFcring  reprefentative  of  fallen 
human  nature,  he  fubmitted  to  both»  with  the 
fame  view,  namely,  «  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.'^ 
This  was  the  argument  he  ufcd  to  John,  in  the 
cafe  of  his  baptifm,  and  it  holdeth  equally  in  that 
of  his  circumcifion.  For  having  once  undertaken 
to  appear  as  our  furety  and  fubftitute,  it  became 
incumbent  on  him  "  to  fulfil  all  right eoufnefs,"  to . 
perform  what  we  fhould  have  performed,  and  to 
fufFer  for  what  we  did  not  perform.  As  the  chil- 
dren therefore  were  compounded  of  fleih  and 
blood,  he  partook  of  the  fame ;  he  was  <<  made  of 
a  woman  :'*  as  they  were  c-ircumcifed,  he  was  cir- 
cumcifed  alfo ;  he  was  «<  made  under  the  law."  * 
And  indeed,  it  had  profited  us  nothing,  that  he 
w^s  made  of  a  woman,  had  he  not  likewife  been 
<•  made  under  the  law  •,"  for  then  the  law  could 
never  have  apprehended  him;  the  law,  with  !ts^ 
penalties,  having  no  concern  with  a  perfon,  who^ 
like  him,  was  not  an  ofiender  againd  it.  For 
*'  the  law  was  not  made  for  the  righteous,  but 
for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient."  f  We  are  the 
tranfgrcffbrs,  the  debtors,  whofe  bond  was  forfeit- 
ed,  and  « the  handwriting  of  condemnation"  ftand--- 
ing  in  full  force  againft  us.  But  Chrift,  by  fub- 
mitting  to  the  a£t  of  circumcifion,  voluntarily  put 
himfelf  under  the  law,  and  took  the  whole  burthen, 
of  it,  as  he  did  the  crofs,  upon  his  own  fhoulders  ^ 
fince  it  is  an  axiom  in  theolo^,  that  *«  if  any  man 
be  circumcifed,  he  is  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole 
law."  X     Chrift  therefore,  by  being  circumcifedy  be- 
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came  that  ikhtory  and  entered  into  covenant  anew, 
as  man's  furcty,  to  pay  the  utmoft  farthing.  But 
the  debt  was  not  a  pecuniary  one.  The  law  was 
capital,  and  death  the  penalty  incurred  by  the 
brcacli  of  it.  Life  was  the  debt  due  from  us,  and 
paid  by  Chrift  to  the  juftice  of  heaven.  And  there- 
fore, when  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  obligation  of 
paying  it,  which  was  as  at  this  time,  the  covenant 
was  made  in  the  body  of  his  fieih,  and  figned  whh 
his  precious  blood;  to  fhew  that  in  him,  now 
**  made  fin  for  us,"  the  body  of  fin  was  to  be  cut 
off  and  dcftroyed;  that  the  curfe  of  the  law  had 
feized  on  him  as  the  malefaclor,  (for  fuch  he  vouch- 
fafed  to  be  accounted,  and  among  fuch  he  did  not 
difdain  to  be  numbered)  and  that  his  difciples, 
who  were  really  malefactors,  might  therefore  «  go 
their  way"*  free;  the  blood  now  fhed  being  an 
carneft,  that  in  due  time  he  would  fhed  the  whole, 
and  make  his>  human  nature  an  offering  for  fin. 
This  he  hid  upon  the  crofs,  when  he  paid  indeed 
the  uttermoft  farthing  that  the  law  itfelf  could  de* 
mand,  and  fo  fulfilled  all  juftice ;  thereby  <«  can* 
celling  the  hand  writing  of  ordinances,  taking  it 
out  of  the  way,  and  nailing  it  to  his  crofs,"f  never 
more  to  appear  in  judgment  againft  us.  And  ac- 
cordingly, to  our  great  and  endlefs  comfort,  it  is 
declared  from  the  apoftolical  chair,  that  "  there  is 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift 
Jefus/'  t 

The  way  therefore  is  now  open  for  us  to  proceed 
to  a  confideration  of  the  impofition  of  the  name 
Jesus^  at  the  time  of  circumcifion.  For  then  it 
was,  that  Chrift  laid  himfelf  under  the  obligation 
to  SAVE,  and  began  to  anfwer  to  that  facred  and 
glorious  name.     From  the  Very  moment  in  which 
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z  fiifficient  furety  appears,  and  becomes  refponfiblc  ^* "* 
for  the  debt,  f <  deliver  the  man,"  faith  the  creditor^ 
"  I  have  found  a  ranfom."  *  'J'hc  greatnefs  of  thc^. 
deliverauce  may  be  efli mated  by  the  value  of  thc^ 
ranfom ;  and  reciprocally,  the  value  of  the  ranfom 
by  the  greatnefs  of  the  deliverance.  The  ranfom. 
VKis  the  dear  and  only  Son  of  God  •,  the  deliverance 
was  a  deliverance  from  all  the  terrors  of  angry  and 
avenging  heaven*  "The  law  Worketh  wrath  i"f 
becaufe  it  condemneth  the  tranfgrelTors  thereof, 
1;hat  is,  without  the  intervention  of  the  evangelical 
covenant  of  repentance,  it  condemneth  every  child 
of  Adam;  feeing  that  according  to  the  concluiion 
fairly  deduced  by  the  fame  Apoftlefrom  undeniable 
prcmifes,  <«  all  have  finned,  and  come  (hoit  of  the 
glory  of  God/' if 

But  who  (hall  exprefs,  or  conceive  adequate  ideaa^ 
of  that  condemnation,  from  which  Chritt  hath  de- 
livered us  •,  of  that  wrath,  which  the  law  worketb. 
again  ft  every  man,  who  fliall  have  no  furety  to  ap- 
pear for  him,  in  tbe  day  when  God  fhali  come  to* 
require  an  account  ?  As  far  indeed  as  the  elements 
of  nature  can  difplay  to  human  fenfe  the  terrible* 
majefty  of  their  great  Creator :  as  far  as  his  eternaL 
power  and  Godhead  can  be  manifefted  to  the  fons: 
of  earth  by  the  things  that  are  made  j  fo  far  did  it 
once  pleafe  God  to  manifeft  and  difplay  them;  and. 
that,  upon  an  occaiion,  which  evidently  pointeth 
out   to  us  his  intention  in  fo  doing«     The-cccafion 
1  mean,,  was  the  giving  of  the  law,  the  circumftanccs-. 
of  which  are  prefumed  to  be  the  beft  and  fulleft 
comment  upon  the  apoftolical  text  before  cited ;. 
^  The  law  worketh  wrath." 

Let  imagination  ther«^fore  place  us  for  a  few  mi— 
autes  at  the  foot  of  binai^  where  every  man  mufV 

R  3  place: 

*  Job  sxilUi.  24.  .         f.  Ron.  h.  25*  Rom.  iii.  %.^. 


198  THE  CIRCUMCISION. 

place  himfelf,  who  would  form  an  eftimate  of  the 
falvation  wrought  for  him  by  Jefus  Chrift.  We 
fhall  find  the  mountain  carefully  fenced  about^  and 
guarded  by  this  awful  prohibition  ;  "  Charge  the 
people,  left  they  break  through  unto  the  Lord  ta 
gaze,  and  many  of  them  periOi. — For  if  fo  much 
as  a  beaft  touch  the  mountain,  he  ihall  be  iloned, 
or  ftruck  throught  with  a  dart.  Take  heed  to 
yourfelve*  tlierefore,  ftand  at  the  nether  part  of 
the  mount,"  *  There  then  let  us  take  our  ftation, 
and  behold  a  thick  cloud,  blacknefs  of  darkncfs, 
fettling  upon  the  mountain,  and  diffufing  itfelf  a- 
round ;  in  the  m\di\  of  this  moft  horrible  night, 
the  flame  of  devouring  fire  rolling  forth  in  dreadful 
waves,  and  burning  to  the  midll  of  heaven  ;  light- 
nings every  moment  iflbing  from  it,  and  breaking 
through  the  furrounding  gloom  ;  the  air  inceffantly 
thundering  from  every  qu?.rter  •,  and  above  all,  the 
Toice  of  a  trumpet  piercing  the  heavens,  founding 
long,  and  waxing  louder  and  louder  j  the  mountain 
fmoking  like  a  furnace,  and  quaking  greatly  from 
its  foundations ;  all  the  people  in  the  camp  trem- 
bling and  dying  for  fear :  nay,  "  fo  terrible  was 
the  iight,  that  even  Mofes  faid,  I  exceedingly  fear 
and  quake. "f  And  if  Mofes,  who,  as  the  figure  of 
him  that  Ihould  come,  had  the  honour  to  be  a  me- 
diator between  an  offended  God  and  his  offcrnding 
people,  if  he  exceedingly  feared  and  quaked  at  this 
terrible  fight,  what  muft  be  the  ilate  of  the  care- 
-iefs  finncr,  who  having  incurred  all  this  heavy  dif- 
pleafure,  nor  ever  employed  an  hour  in  medicating 
his  efcape,  £ball  be  fuddenly  called  uporl  by  death 
to  meet  it  all,  unprepared  t  And  who  is  there  a- 
mong  us,  that  thinks  himfelf  prepared  .to  meet  his 
God,  as  he  appeared  upon  mount  Sinai?  Let  the 

experiment 
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experiment  be  made  only  in  an  ordinary  tempeft 
of  thunder  and  lightning.  No  fooner  is  that  glo- 
rious iroice  of  Jehovah  heard  in  the  heavens,  but 
the  earth  trembles  and  is  flill.  «*  Hear  attentively," 
faith  Elihu  in  Job,  "  the  noife  of  his  voice,  and 
the  found  that  goeth  out  of  his  mouth.  He  direc- 
teth  it  under  the  whole  heaven,  and  his  light- 
ning to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  At  this  my  heart 
trembleth,  and  is  moved  out  of  his,p]acc."f  What 
fenfations  then  would  be  produced  in  the  hearts 
even  of  the  beft  of  men  by  a  manifeftatipn  like  that 
at  Sinai  ?  And  if  the  righteous  fcarcely  fuftain  it, 
where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  iinner  appear  ? 

Nor  let  any  man  think  himfelf  unconcerned  in 
that  fcence,  becaui'e  it  is  pail.  The  terrors  of 
mount  Sinai  are  ftill  in  force  againft  every  one  who 
is  not  found  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe 
that  the  defpifers  of  the  Gofpel  will  fare  better  than 
the  contemners  of  the  Law,  and  not  rather  be 
thought  worthy  of  much  forcr  puni(hment.  The 
hour  is  coming,  when  our  ears  (hail  hear  more 
terrifying  founds,  than  were  feen  and  heard  by  the 
houfe  of  ifrael  in  the  wildernefs.  For  yet  a  little 
while,  and  the  feme  God  who  was  revealed  from 
heaven  in  flaming  fire  to  give  the  law,  fhall  again 
be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  fire  to  enquire 
how  it  hath  been  obi'erved,  and  to  take  vengeance 
on  thofe  who  have  not  fecured  unto  themfelves  a 
fponfor  to  ftand  in  the  gap  for  them.  So  that  al- 
though the  things  feen  and  heard  at  mount  Sinai 
did. not  afltct  us,  yet  the  argument  enlarged  upon 
by  the  Apoftle,  Heb.  xii.  undoubtedly  doth  ;  name- 
ly, that  if  the  law  was  fo  terrible,  when  enabled, 
how  much  more  terrible  muft  it  be  when  required 
at  our  hands  by  GoJ,  coming  in  glorious  majeity 
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to  judge  the  world  ?  Then  (hall  there  be  blacknef» 
of  darknefs)  net  for  a  time,  but  for  ever ;  then 
ihall  the  lightnings  of  Sinai  be  extended  over  all 
the  earth)  and  a  fire  be  kindled  which  fKall  not  be 
quenched ;  then  fhall  the  hcaveiis  pafs  away  with 
the  noife  of  a  great  and  Intolerable  thunder ;  a  far 
louder  trumpet  (hall  then  not  only  pierce  the  ears 
of  the  living,  but  alfo  found  an,  alarm  through  all 
the  regions  of  the  grave,  and  awaken  thofe  who 
fliallhaveflept  forages  in  the  duit  •,  then  he  whofe 
voice  formerly  (hook  the  earth,  fhall  fulfil  his  pro- 
mife,  "  Yet  once  more  1  ihake  not  the  earth  only 
but  alfo  heaven  :*'♦  both  of  which  (hail  be  remo- 
Yed,  and  their  place  no  mort  be  found  j  then  fhall 
all  the  trrbes  of  the  earth,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Ifrael,. 
tremble,  and  mourn,  and  wail ;  and  who,  where 
b  he,  that  thlnketh  he  fhall  not  then  find  caufe  to 
fay  with  Mofes,  "  So  terrible  is  the  fight,  that  I 
exceedingly  fear  and  q^uake  !" 

Such  therefore  is  the  wrath  which  the  law  work- 
eth,  and  fuch  is  the  condemnation  of  that  <<  hand, 
writing  againfl  us,*'  from  which  our  dear  Maf- 
ter  and  Redeemer,  as  at  this  time,  the  time  of 
his  circumcifioB,  engaged  to  reicue  all  who  fiiould 
believe  in  him.  •  Then  it  was,  that  he  took  upoa 
himfelf  the  law,  and  the  penaUy  annexed  to  the 
breach  of  it,  b«ing  (as  an  Apoille  has  exprefTed  it) 
<*  made  a  curfe  for  us,  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe. 
©f  the  law  5"f.  that  is,  to  deliver  us  fcom  the  black: 
darknefs  of  fin  and  death  ;  from  the  .thunders  and. 
lightnings  of  the  Father's  vengeance ;  from  the 
dread  of  the  trumpet  of  eternal  judgfiicht ;  the  diflb- 
lutionand  deftru<^ion  of  the  world;. Che  words  of  con- 
demnation, and  the  unextinguifhabk  fiame:  and  ha-i^ 
Ting  delivered  us  from  all  theie  tex/ors,  to  introduce. 

*  Heb.  xiua6k  *^,^l  ill*  <3« 


THE  CIRCUMCISION.  201 

us  to  a  far  different  fcene  of  things  ;  to  the  light  of 
righteoufnefs  and  immortality  5  to  the  peace  and 
love  of  God  •,  to  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  evangelical 
grace ;  to  the  harps  of  angels,  and  the  mufic  of 
llallelujahs ;  to  the  final  fentence  of  abfolution, 
*«  Come,  ye  bleffed  ;"  to  a  kingdom  that  cannot 
be  moved  j  to  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the  glories  , 
of  eternity.  *<  For  we  are  not  come  unto  the 
mount  that  might  be  touched,  (the  palpable,  mate- 
rial mount)  that  burned  with  fire,  nor  unto  black- 
nefs,.  and  darknefs  aitd  tempeft,  anil  the  found  of 
a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  words,  which  voice 
they  that  heard,  intreated  that  the  word  fhould  not 
be  i'pokcn  to  them  any  more  (for  they  could  not 
endure  that  winch  was  commanded,  and  if  fo  much 
as  a  beafi;  touch  the  mountain,  it  ihall  be  ftoned  or 
thruft  through  with  a  dart :  and  fo  terrible  was  the 
fight,  that  even  Mofes  faid,  I  exceedingly  fear  and 
quake).  But  we  are  come  unto  mount  Sion,  and 
unto  the  city  of  the  living  God>  the  heavenly  Je- 
rufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels^ 
to  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft  born 
which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  judge 
of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  pcrfcft, 
and  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  which  fpeaketh  bet- 
ter things  than  that  of  Abel  ;"*  the  one  crying  as 
loud  for  mercy,  as  the  other  did  for  vengeance. 
And  therefore,  when  this  blood  of  fprinkling  was 
fird  fhed,  *^  when  eight  days  were  accomplifh- 
ed  for  the  circumcifing  the  child,  his  name  was 
called  Jesus,  which  was  fo  named  of  the  angel, 
before  he  was  conceived  in  the  womb,  faying,  Thou 
ihalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he  fhall  save  his  peo- 
ple from  their  fins."  *  i 

The 
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The  do£lrine  of  the  day  being  thus  ftated  and 
explicated,  nothing  remains,  hot  that  we  reduce  it 
to  practice.  Something  Chrift  hath  left  us,  in  erc- 
ry  myftery,  to  believe,  and  to  admire  5  fomething 
alfo  to  love,  and  to  imitate.  The  legal  ceremon/ 
of  circumcifion,  having  received  its  accomplifltment 
in  Jefos,  became  of  courfe-null  and  voidj  infomuch, 
that  the  performance  of  it  after\vards  vras  juftly 
deemed  a  renunciation  of  Chrift,  a  denial  of  his 
advent  in  the  fle(h  ;  for  fo  tkc  Apoftle  witnefleth  ; 
«  Behold,  I  Paul  fay  unto  you,  that  if  ye  be  cir- 
cumcifed,  Chrift  fhall  profit  you  nothing."f  This- 
is  the  unhappy  cafe  of  the  Jews,  t6  this  day  ;  who^ 
having  loft  the  evangelical  faith  of  their  fathers, 
ftill  continue  under  the  law,  with  all  its  judgment* 
in  force  againft  them  ;  and  this  muft  be  their  cafe, 
until  their  heart  Ihall  turn  to  the  Lord  their  God, 
until  they  (hall  be  led  to  acknowledge  the  holy  Je- 
fus,  as  the  end  of  the  law,  and  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  In  the  mean  time,  by  us  who  believe,  the 
doftrine  is  to  be  tranfmitted  from  the  head  to  the 
heart,  there  by  the  operation  of  the  eternal  Spirit 
to  do  away  what  St  James  ftyleth  "  the  fuperfiuity 
of  malicioufnefs,"  f  cleanfing  us  from  all  filthinefs 
of  ficfh  and  fpirit,  that  we  may  perfect  holinefs  in 
the  fear  of  God.  It  is  true,  that  fin  was  myftical- 
ly  cut  off,  and  deftroyed,  in  the  body  of  Chrift ; 
but  wherefore  ?  That  it  might  live  and  fiourifh  in 
us  ?  God  forbid.  Chrift  was  made  fin  for  us,  not 
that  we  might  continue  in  fin,  but  that  wc 
might  become  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him. 
For  if  we  be  dead  to  fin  in  Chrift  our  repre- 
fentative,  how  can  we,  confiftently  with  our  pro- 
fefiion,  live  any  longer  therein  ?  JHow  can  the  cir- 
cumcifion of  Chrift  profit  any  one,  who  cplebrates< 

the 
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the  feftival  as  conftantly  as  it  returns,  himfetf  ftill 
continuing  "  uncircumcifecl  in  heart  and  cars?"  Or, 
in  other  words,  how  can  his  baptifni  fave  him, 
whofe  life  is  one  perpetual  renunciation  of  it  ?  For 
baptifm,  which  fucceeded  in  the  place  of  circunv- 
ctiioD,  takes  up  the  myftery,  where  that  left  it. 
The  one  fhewetb  fin  cut  off,  in  and  ^ith  the  bod)^ 
of  Chrift ;  the  other  reprefenteth  it  as  buried  in  his 
grave,  and  the  new  manj'  through  the  power  of  his 
refurreAlon,  rifen  again,  without  (in,  onto  falvatipn; 
And  one  cannot  but  admire  the  manner  in  which 
St  Paul  hath  interwoven  the  fpiritual  appHcati<m  of 
thefe  two  facraments  of  the  old  and  new  law.  "TTc 
are  compleat  (faith  he  to  his  Colloflians)  in  Chrift, 
who  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.  In 
whom  alfo  ye  are  circumcifed  with  the  circumciiion 
made  without  hands,  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift 
buried  in  baptifm,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifea 
with  him,  through  the  fadth  of  the  operation 
of  God,  who  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead: 
and  you,  being  dead  in  your  fins  and  the  uncir- 
cumcifion  of  your  fleih,  hath  he  quickened  toge* 
ther  with  him,  having  forgiven  you  all  trefpafles.  '** 
We  are  to  labour  therefore  after  the  fpirit  and 
power  of  thefe  two  facraments  in  our  hearts,  that 
they  may  be  manifefted  ia  our  lives  and  converfai» 
ttons.  Otherwife,  the  letter  of  tjtiQm  can  only  con*- 
demn  \im  For  as  he  is  tiot  a  Jew,  fo  neither  is  he 
a  Chriiliah,  who  is  one  outwardly;  but  he  is  a 
true  Jew,  and  he  is  a  true  Chriftian^  who  is  Co 
inwardly ;  from  whofe  heart  and  members  the  lufl 
of-the  flefh,  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of 
life  are  cut  ofh  who  is  dead  and  buried  to  fin,  and 
rifen  again  to  righteoufnefs.  This  blefled  work  fa-i 
cramentally  fhtwn  forth  and  begun  in  baptifm,  is 

t# 
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to  be  continued  through  life  by  the  fucreflivc  reno* 
Vations  of  repentance,  by  daily  acceffions  of  know- 
ledge, faith,  and  charity,  producing  and  carrying 
t>n  a  gradual  growth  in  grace,  until  it  be  perfedled. 
•And  as  the  feafon  annually  returns,  when  it  plea- 
feth  God  to  begin  again  his  work  which  men  fo  of- 
ten behold,  of  renewing  the  face  of  the  earth,  by 
commanding  the  fun  to  revifit  and  cheer  our  world} 
where  nature,  during  his  abfcnce,  hath  drooped 
and  languifhed  away,  but  is  again  to  be  raifed  from 
the  death  and  deformity  of  winter,  to  the  life  and 
beauty  of  fpring,  until,  by  a  filent,  progreffive  ope- 
ration, the  year  being  crowned  with  the  loving 
kindnefs  of  the  Lord ;  are  we  not  hereby  directed 
to  look  up  by  faith  to  the  great  luminary  of  the  in- 
telle£lual  world,  who  declareth  from  his  glorious 
throne,  **  Behold  I  make  all  things  new ;"  *  be- 
feeching  him  to  arife  upon  us  with  healing  in  his 
wings ;  to  vifit  us  with  the  light  of  his  countenanco 
and  the  joy  of  his  falvation,  that  fo  old  things  may 
■pafs  away,  and  we  may  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of 
-our  minds;  to  difperfe  the  clouds  and  darknefs  of 
ignorance;  to  lay  the  wintry  ftorms  and  tempefts 
of  difordered  paffions,  and  introduce  into  our 
hearts  the  ca^m  and  gladfome  fpring  of  everlafting 
righteoufnefs  and  peace ;  to  pour  upon  the  year  all 
the  bleffings  of  that  glorious  feftival,  with  which 
it  commenceth  *,  and,  in  one  word,  by  onaking  it 
HOLY,  to  make  it  happy^. 

*  Rev.  xxi.  5. 
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Matth.  ii.  i«  t* : 

« 

Now  when  Jefus  was  horn  in  Sethlihem  of  Judea^  ih 

the  days  ^  Herod  the  isng,  behold^  then  came  wife 

men  from  the  eafl  to  Jervfalemyfayng^  Where  ts  ht 

that  is  Som  king  of  the  Jews  f  For  we  havefeeh  bk 

Jtaf-  in  the  eafi^  and  are  come  tQ  fiforflMp  hinu 

In  this  remarkable  paft  of  facred  ftoty  there  art 
two  particfulars,  oa  whichi  at  Ae  prefent  ieafbn^ 
we  are  called  upon  ro  employ  our  meditations. 
And  as  they  will  fnggeft  ample  matter  for  that 
purpofe^  I  ihall  craye  your  leave  to  enter  upon  k 
4ifcuffion  of  them  without  any  farther  preface. 
The  particulars  are  thefe : 
Firft,  The  perfons  here  mentioned  by  St  MatN. 

tbcw. 
Secondly,  Their  Jourrtey. 

Firft,  then,  let  ns  contemplate  the  perjhns  here 
mentioned  by  St  Matthew,  their  c^ntry  and  conditiofK 

With  regard  to  their  'country^  the  text  gives  us 
tio  farther  information,  than  that  they  came  from 
4he  fio/l.  Of  the  ancient  expofitors  fome  mention 
Chaldesi  others  Perfia)  but  others,  among  whom^ 
are  Juftin  Martyr,  TertuUian,  Cyprian,  and  Epi- 
phanluS)  with  more  probability  perhaps,  affiga 
Arabia  Felix,  a  country  lefs  diftant  from  Judea,, 
and  lying  to  the  (buth  eaft  of  it ;  the  iame  country 

Vol.  I.  3  pointed 
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pointed  out  by  the  Pfalmtft,  when,  predifting  the 
•^cceffion  of  the  Gentiles,  he  faith,  "  The  kings  of 
4Sheba  and  Seba  Ihall  o£Fer  gifts :"  the  country  from 
whence,  attended  by  a  train  of  camels  bearing 
ipices,  came  the  queen  of  Sheba  to  the  court  of  the 
temporary  and  reprefentative  JPrince  of  Peace  % 
the  country  particulariy  fpecified  in  the  Ix.  chapter 
of  Ifaiah^  "  All  they  from  Sheba*  fliall  come; 
they  (hall  bring  gold  and  incenf<^,  and  they  (hatl 
ihcw  forth  the  praifes  of  the  Lord :"  a  country  re- 
markable, by  the  tcftimony  of  hiftorians,  for  plenty 
of  gold,  and  of  the  moil  precious  aromatics :  a 
cottntry,  hi  the  neighbourhood  of  which  Balaam 
uttered  and  left  behind  him  his  famous  prophecy, 
concerning  the  «  Star  that  fhould  arife  out  of  Jacob." 
As  to  the  condition  of  thefe  eaft cm  travellers,  it 
4$  faki  by  thfe  Evangellfl,  .they  were  M«yw  j  a  term 
then  applied,  among  all  the  nations  of  the  eaf^,  in 
its  primary  and  good  fenfe,  to  thofe  who  gave  them- 
feWes  up  to  the  purfuit  of  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
bj  aU  the  n»eans  in  their  power.  They  were  the 
great  mathematicians,  philofopbers,  and  divines  of 
th<:  ages  in  which  they  lived,  and  had  no  other, 
^knowledge  but  that  which,  by  their  own  ftudy,  and 
the  inftruftions  of  the  ancients  of  their  feft,  they 
had  attained  unto.  But  as  their  credit  in  the 
'worid,  on  thefe  accounts,  was  fo  great,  that  a  learn- 
ed man  and  a  Magian  became  equivalent  terms,  the 
vulgar  looking  on  their  knowledge  to  be  more  than, 
atturali  entertained  an  opinion  of  them,  as  if  they 
had  been  adbaated  and  infpired  by  fupernatural 
powers,  in  the  fame  manner  as  has  too  frequently 
iiappened,  at  other  times,  and  in  other  places.  In 
the  number  of  thefe  Magi,  or  learned  men,  of  old, 

perfons 
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perfons  not  only  of  nobl^  but  of  roy^l  extrzHiow 
often  thought  proper  to  enlift  themfelf  es.  Manyr 
therefore,  have  imagined  thefe  Magi  to  have  beei» 
fucb ;  and  the  fuppofition,  all  circumftances  C9ii^ 
fidered,  i«  not  improbable. 

But  the  particulari  of  which  we  are  certain}  itt 
which  we  are  chiefly  interefted,  and  which  at  this 
tinic,  chinu  our  attention,  is,  that  they  were  Gw- 
tfJej^  aliens,  by  nature^  like  ourfelve$,  frpm  the  com-^ 
monwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  ftrangers  to  the  covenant; 
of  promife. 

In  the  family  of  Noah,  the  tme  religion  was  uni«- 
rerfal  or  catholic.  It  continued  to  be  fo,  till  thc^ 
days  of  Abraham,  when  the  general  apoftacy  of  the: 
nations  to  idolatry  made  it  neceilary  that  a  family/ 
fiiould  be  called  forth,  and  feparaied  from  the  poU 
lotion  that  was  in  the  world,  t<r  be  the  happy  in*- 
ftrument  of  preferving  &itb  upon  earth,  ^*  till  the- 
feed  Ihould  come,  to  whom  the  promife  was  made«'^ 
By  this  ftep  in  the  divine  difpen&tions>  it  was  never* 
intended  to  ^  put  the  candle  under  a  bu(bel,  bot 
to  place  it  on  a  candleftick,"  and  there  to  keep  it 
bui^ning,  that  it  might  give  light  to  thofe  that  were: 
in  the  houfe,  and  to  thofe  who  fhould  enter  into  it*- 
Many^  from  time  to  time,  did  enter  into  it;  and' 
therefore  many  nu>re  might  have  entered  in»  had  it 
fo  pleafed  them.  The  tranfa£Uons  of  God  with  hi«' 
chofen  people  were  not  carried  on  in  a  cornei^ ;  andl 
there  was  no  period,  in  which  he  left  himfelf  with- 
out witnefs  among  the  nations  round  about  them«- 
Let  us  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  divine  proceed* 
logs,  in  this  light  only* 

^  Of  Abraham's  call  the  inhabitants  of  the  counrrjr 
from  which  he  was  galled,  and,  in  confequence  of 
that  call,  departed  for  ever,  could  not  have  beem 
Ignorant;  and  as  many  as  were  difpofed  to  obey? 

S  %,  the> 
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ihe  admonition  of  heaven,  might,  doubtleis,  have 
had  permiffion  to  attend  him. 

The'  patriarchal  families,  iff  their  fojonrnings, 
travelled  through  many  of  the  countries  inha- 
bited in  thofe  early  ages.  By  the  governors  of 
thofe  countries  we  find  them  treated  with  reve- 
j^nce,  and  acknowledged  to  be  prophets,  nay, 
^  mighty  princes  of  God."  The  ftory  of  their  di- 
vine call  and  deftination  muft  have  been  the  fubjeft 
of  converfation,  wherever  they  came,  nor  would 
they  be  backward  to  make  it  fo.  They  would,  of 
courfe^  communicate  to  others  what  heaven  had 
communicated  to  them.  They  would  exhort  men, 
as  they  went,  to  fave  themfelves  from  that  unto- 
ward generation.  That  fuch  converfations  and 
fuch  exhortations  were  not  without  fruit,  we  may 
conclude  from  the  mention  that  is  made  of  «  the 
fouls  which  they  had  gotten  in  Haran,"  or  the  per- 
fons  they  had  converted,  and  adopted  into  the  holy 
family.  The  behaviour  of  Abimelech  and  his  fub- 
jefts  is  very  obfervable,  and  (hews  there  wife,  even 
among  tiemj  a  fenie  and  fear  of  God,  which,  it  is 
to  be  apprehended,  we  might  now  look  for  in  vain, 
in  countries  calling  themfelves  Chriftian, 

The  deliverance  of  Abraham's  brother  I-ot^  and 
the  unparalleled  overthrow  of  the  cities  of  the  plain, 
by  fire  from  heaven,  muft  have  been  a  very  awa- 
kening and  affefling  call  to  all  within  hearing. 

In  procefs  of  time,  we  find  Egypt,  then  the  moft 
powerful  and  learned  of  nations,  opening  its  hofpi- 
taUe  arms  to  receive  the  family  of  Jacob,  having 
owed  its  prefer  vation,  in  the  days  of  dearth  to  one 
of  that  family,  ordained,  in  a  wonderful  manner, 
to  fave  much  people  alive.  Here  the  church  was 
fettled,  increafed,  a»d  flourithed  for  more  than 
three  hundred,  years,  bearing  teftimony  to  the  true 
religion,  in  the  eje  of  the  world.. 

Let 
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£et  any  one  coniider  with  himfelf  tb^  a(loni(h- 
ifag  fcries  of  miracles  wrought  by  Mofes  on  a  ftagc- 
ft>  public  as  this »  the  paJTage  through  the  Red  Sea;, 
the  deftru^lion  of  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft  y  the  march* 
of  the  Ifraelitifh  army^  with  the  divine  Shechinah^ 
01*  Glory,  in  the  midfi  of  it;  the  awful  and  tre- 
mendous appearance  on  mount  Sinai«  at  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  law ;  their  entrance  into  Cana2in ;. 
the  paiTage  of  Jordan  \  the  fall  of  Jericho  v-  the  ex- 
Gifion  of  tbe  devoted  nations;  ^v could  aU  thefe  things'- 
be  done,  and  the  rumour  of  them  not  fprcad,  in^ 
tbofe  days,  ainong  t^e  nations^  both  tho&  that: 
were  near,  and  thofe  that  were  afar  offi 

The  fame  of  this  diftingmihed^and  extraordinary' 
pieople  mufi  have  increafed  with  their  conqpefts^^ 
till  univerfal  peace  was  eftablifhed  in  the  days  ofS 
Solotnon;     To  his  court  the  princes  of  the*  earth.«« 

^  reforted  ;  ftruck  with  his  gloEy,  charmed  with  his^ 
wifdom,  and  defirous  of  being  inftruAed  by  him.* 
Would  you  know  the  exalted  fentiments  entertain-^- 
cd  bythem  of  him,  and  of  thepeopW  over  whom  hc^ 
preiided  ?.  Liften  to  the  <}ueen  of  Sheba  fpeaking  for " 
tbccn  all.  f«  It  was  a  true  report  that  I  heand,  ia* 
nune  own  land,  of  thine  adls,  and  .of  thy  wifdom.> 
Howbeit,  I  believed  not  the  Fords  untit  I  c^me,. 
and  mine  eyes  had  feen^it:  and  behold,  the  half' 
was  not  told;  me;  thy  wifdom-and  profperity  cx-- 

-  oeedeth  the  fame  which  I  heard*    Happy  are  thy 
men,  happy  are  thefe  thy  fervants,  which- ilandH 

^  continually  before  thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wifdom-i 
Btei&d  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  iA» 
thee,  to  fet  thee  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael ;  becaufe-"^ 
the  Lord 'loved  Ifrael  forever,  therefore  made  he - 
thee  king,  to  do  judgment  and  juftice/'  *" 

S3         '  The: 

•  **  In  Soloinon*s  tirrtc  there  were  153000  ptofdytes  in  the  land< 
or<l&»eL  9,  Cbroiu  %  17."    Set  Flbuat*^  Ififiory  rftbc  Tfraeika^^ 
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The  miilion  of  the  prophet  Jonah  to  preach  re^- 
pentance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  city  Nine* 
veh,  the  capital  of  the  Ailyrian  empirCr  is  an  evcnt,r 
vrhich  deferves  a  place  in  yoor  confiderations  on- 
the  fubjcft  before  us. 

When  the  Babylonian  power  was  at  its  height 
nnder  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  people  of  God,  for 
their  tranfgreffions,  were  carried  into  captivity  by 
him.  Reflet  upon  the  very  remarkable  incidents 
to  which  that  captivity  gave  birth  ;  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  monarch's  dreams ;  the  accomplifhment 
of  one  of  them,  by  his  degradation,  and  fubfequent 
reftoration;  the  prcfervation  of  the  three  children' 
in  the  furnace,  and  of  Daniel,  in  the  den  of  lions  j 
with  the  decrees,  in  favour  of  true  religion,  pro- 
mulgated through  the  whole  extent  of  that  enor- 
mous empire j  to  which  moft  of  the  kingdoms  of 
the  known  world  were  at  that  time  fubjeft.* 

XJp6n  the  ruins  of  the  Babylonian  empire  arofo 
that  of'  the  Riedes  and  Perfians  5  the  celebrated 
founder  of  which  began  his  reign  with  the  publica- 
tion of  a*  decree,  for  the  return  of  God's  chofen 
people  to  their  own  land,  with  leave  to  rebuild  their 
«ty  and  temple. 

The  profperity  and  felicity  of  Ifrael  after  their 
return  from  Babylon ;  the  interview  between  the 
High  Prieft  and  Alexander,  when  upon  his  march 
fo  the  conqueft  of  Perfia,  as  it  ftands  recorded  by- 
Jofcphus  5  the  well  known  exploits  of  the  Macca- 
bees againft  Antiochus ;  the  connexion  formed,  a- 

bout 


•  -W 


part  ii.  Chap.  ix»  P.  84.  This  little  book  contains  a  concffe, 
pleafing,  and  }u(^  account  of  the  manner^^  cuftoms,  laws,  polity,  and 
ttligionoi  the  IfraeHtcs.  It- is  an  "exccllcot  introdu^iion- to  the- 
reading  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  -fhould  he  put  into  the  hands 
ef  every  youn^  perfon.  An  elegant  EngliOi  verfion  of  it,  by  Mr 
FAftWi^otTU,  dedicated  to  the  prefent  Archbilhop  of  Canteiu 
»D* J,  Wis  printed  iA  1756,  for  WMisTOJ^jWHiTijandBAia-Wiw* 
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ftout  that  peripd,  between  the  Jews  and  the  Ho- 
mans  j  the  tranflation  of  the  Scriptures  into  Gi^ek,- 
dnd  the  tmiverfal  expe<Slation  produced  thereby  a- 
mong  the  nations,  of  a  ruler  that  fhouldTcome  put' 
6{  Judea — All  thefe  confiderations,  though  perhaps 
they  are  fuffercdj  in  the  courfe  of  our  reading  tc 
glide  by. us  unobferved,  as  they  occur  feparately, 
and  unconncfted  with  each  other,  yet  when  they 
are  thrown  together,  and  duly  weighed,  in  ay  fervc 
gl^atly  to  afiifl  us  in  forming  our  judgment  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  the  Gentiles^  and  the  teftimc— 
ny  from  time  to  time  borne  to  the  true  religion,  by 
the  then  church  of  God,  in  the  heathen  world.  * 
Notwithftanding  the  light  heaven  has  been  pleafed 
to  manilFeft,  whether  in  former  or  in  latter  times, 
many,  both  individuals  and  nations,  have  flill  con-  • 
tinned  to  fit  in  darknefs,  and  the  fhadow  of  death. 
The  fate  of  fuch  it  is  not  our  buiinefs  to  determine*. 
One  thing  we  know,  and  more  we  cannot,  mt)re 
we  need  not  know ;  that  in  the  laft  great  day, 
when  that  point  and  all  others  (hall  be  finally  fet- 
tled, He  is  to  fettle  them^  who,  before  men  and? 
angels,  ^^  will  be  juftined  in  his  faying,  and  clear 
when  he  is  judged."  What  mercy  can  do^  mercy 
will  do.  All  iniquity  fhall  then  ftop  her  ^mouthy 
and  no  perfon  that  fhall  be  condemned,  will  have 
power  or  reafon  to  complain.  To  the  curiofity, 
which,  negligent  of  its  own  intereft  in  Chrift,  is 
ever  anxiouity  enquiring  into  the  future  defiination 
of  thofe  who  never  heard  of  him,  the  proper  an- 

fwer, 

*  The  reader  will  find  many  curious  and  valuable  obierTationt 
»pon  this  important  and  interefting  fubjcft,  in  the  Bifliop  of  Car- 
ustE's  Theory  of  Religion,  Part  the  and;  as  alfo,  in  a  diflertation 
of  Dr  Waiekland,  fubjoined  to  Scripture  vindicated.    See.  alio' 
lit  land's  advantage  and  necejptj  of  the  Ckriflianji^velathn,  ParWi*. 
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fiyer,  furely,  is «  What  is  that  to  thcc  ?  Fol^ 

Ipw  thou  me»" 

That  the  Jew,  with  the  Scriptures  in  his  hands^ 
Ihould  be  blind  to  the  counfeis  of  God  refpe^ling 
the  Gefttiks  and  their  return  to  the  church,  is  in- 
deed truly  marvellous.     It  was  foretold,  that  the 
pofterity  of  Japheth  {hould  one  day  "  dwell  in  the 
tents  of^  Shem  5"  *  that  in  the  promifed  feed  of  A* 
iKahain  <<  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  fliould  be 
Wefledi^t  that  to  Shiloh  fhould  «  the  gathering 
of  the  nations  be."  J     Ifaiah  is  very  exprefs,  and 
faith ;  There  (hall  be  a  root  of  Jefle,  «  which  ihall 
ftand  for  an  enlign  of  the  people ;  to  it  fhall  the 
Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  fhall  be  glorious.  || — It 
is  a  light  thing  that  thou  fhouldeft  be  my  feirvant, 
to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  Jacjob,  and  to  rellore  the- 
prcfervcd  of  Ifrael ;  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light; 
to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft.  be  mj  falvatiop 
to  fhe  ends  of  the  earth  § — Arife,  Ihine,  for  thy 
light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ifr.  rifen- 
upon  thee*     For  behold,  darknefs  fhall  cover  the: 
earth,   and  grofs  darknefs  the   people ;   but  the : 
Lord  fhall  trife  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  fhall  be 
£ben  upon  thee.     And  the  Gentiles  fhall  come  to- 
thy  light,  and  kings  td  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing,. 
Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and  fee ;  all  they., 
gather  themfelves  together,  they  come  to  thee;  thy^ 
tons  fhall  ,con\e  from  far,  and  thy  daughters  fha^^ 
be  nurfed  at  thy  ilde.     Then  thou  fhalt  fee,  and> 
flow  together,  and  thine  heart  &all  fear,  and  b& 
enlarged;  becaufe  the  abundance  of  the  fea  fhall' 
be  converted  unto  thee,  the  forces  of  the  Gentiles 
fhall  come  unto  thee."^     No  lefs  dear  are  feveral' 
QafTages  in  the  Pfalms,  which  hever  failed  to  make 

a  part 

*  Gen.  iz.  if.  f  Gen.  xii.  3.    .        i  Gen.  zlix.  lo. 

I  liai.  xU  lo«  §  Ifal.  xUz*  6«  \ .  Ifau  bu  S,  Jtc  • 
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a  part  of  the  fynagogue  fcrvice,  '<  All  the  efids  of 
the  world  fhall  remember,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord^ 
and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  (liall  worihip 
before  "him.  * — ^The  princes  of  the  nations  fhall  be 
joined  to  the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  f — 
Praife  the  Lord  all  ye  heathen,  praife  him  all  ye 
nations  ;  for  his  merciful  kindnefs  is  ever  more  ai^d 
more  towards  us,  and  the  truth  of  the  Lord  endu- 
reth  for  even"  % 

The  event,  which  bore  fo  capital  a  (hare  in  the 
gracious  deiigns  of  the  Almighty,  which  was  thus 
prediAed,  and  celebrated  beforehand, 'by  patriarchs 
and  prophets,  began,  as  at  this  feafon,  to  take  •  y 
place,  by  the  coming  of  the  eaftern  fages  to  Beth- 
lehem, in  the  name  of  us  all,  as  reprefentatives  of 
the  l\eathen  world.  They  were  the  firft-fruits  of 
that  glorious  harveft,  afterwards  reaped  and  ga- 
thered by  the  Apoftles  and  their  fucceflbrs  5  they 
wer^  the  ftandard^bearers  of  that  noble  army» 
which,  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  hatfc  y 

£nce  marched  into  the  church,  throw  the  gates  ^''^Jr^ 
inercifully /thrown  open  to  admit  them.    From  the         / 
confideration  of  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  text, 
we  proceed  therefore  to  confider. 

Secondly,  their  journey ;    the  occajion^  and  the 
end  of  it  \    *f  They  came  to    Jerufalem,    faying. 
Where  is  he  that  is  born  king' of  Jews  ?  For  we 
I^av&feenhis  ftar  in  the  eaft,  and  are  come  to  wor-. 
fhiphim." 

Tlie  birth  of  Chrift  was  firft  revealed  to  the  ilicp- 
herds,  who  were  Jews.  For  that  purpofe,  the  an- 
gel of  the  lK)rd  defccnded  from  heaven,  and  the 
g/ory  of  the  Lord  fhone  round  about  them  5  a  pro- 
per intimation  of  its  appearance,  at  the*  brightnefs  ~ 
of  whofe  rifing  on  the  intelleftual  world,  darknefs 

,   A  *  was 

•  Pf,xxu..a7.  t  ^^  xlvii.  9.      ?t  Pf.cxfiu    ' 
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was  to  vaniih,  and  the  (hadows  fly  away.  A  Sgn 
of  the  fame  import  was  vouchfafed  to  the  Gentiles 
as  their  coodudor  to  the  new  born  Redeemer  of 
mankind.  **  A  Jfary  which  they  faw  in  the  eaft, 
went  before  'theai»  till  it  came,  and  Hood  over 
where  the  young  child  was." 

Jt  {hall  not  take  up  your  time  in  propofing  con- 
jedures  on  the  nature  and  form  of  this  ftar.  It 
wa^  undoubtedly  fuch,  as*  might  beft  anfwer  the 
end  in  view ;  and  probably  far  exceeded  the  other 
f^ars,  to.  appearance,  in  magnitude  and  brightnefs  }, 
as  it  notified  the  birth  of  om,  who  was  fairer  thaa 
the  children  of  men,  on  whom  refted  the  fpirk  of 
grace  and  ^lory. 

How  juit  and  how  beautiful  an  emblem  was  fuchsr 
ftarof  thebleffedperfon  to  whom  it  pointed !  Celeftial 
in  its  original ;  framed  of  the  pureft  materials ;  ad* 
snitting  no  drofs  and  bafenefs  into  its  compofition  ^ 
without  fpoty  or  the  fhadow  of  a  cloud ;  Ihedding; 
a  luftre  incapable  of  being  fuHied  by  the  objeAs 
on  which  it  fell,  aiui  pafling  through  all  things  un»» 
defiled  ;  moving  above  the  world,  though  moving 
in  it;  placed  ia  heaven,  to  give  light  upon  the 
earth ;  riling  in  the  eaft,  but  diffufing  its  glories  xxjn 
the  wefi;  the  firft-fruits  of  the  day,  the  bright  and 
the  morning  ftar,  difpelling  the  fiiades,  clearing 
&ies,  eclipiing  the  other  luminaries,  reigning  alone 
and  unrivalled  in  the  firmament ;  from  thence,  not 
more  bright  than  beneficial,  exerting  an  influence, 
powerful,  though  fiient  and  fecret ;  direSing  and. 
attra£liDg  men  to  the  falvation  it  portended  !* 

The  eaflcrn  Magi,  as  is  evident  frtma  the  textj. 

under  ft  ood,  before  they  began  their  journey,  that 

•  the 

*  See  thefe  particulars  beautifully  expanded  and  enlarged  upon,, 
by  the  admirable  Br  South,  in  a  difcourfe  upon  Rev.  xxii.  j6. 
**  I  am  the  root  Md  the  offspring  of  David,,  aud  the  bright  an^i' 
morning  du**    Jmi  iii.  Serm.  vii. 
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the  ftar  wiitch  the^r  faw  did  by  its  appearance  indi- 
cate the  birth  of  «*  the  King  of  the  Jews,"  that  isi 
of  the  perfon  foretold  and  expe£led9  under  that 
€hara£):er,  among  the  people  of  God.  They  un« 
derftood,  that  this  perfon,  though  ftiled  «<  King 
*of  the  Jewsf*  would  accept  the  oblations  of  the 
GtntUeSf  and  extend  to  them  the  bleffings  of  his 
reign.  1  hey  underftood,  as  it  flioald  feem,  that 
-he  was  more  than  man ;  <<  We  have  feen  bis  ftar 
in  the  eaft,  and  are  come  to  w^rfhip  him.*'  By. 
what  means  is  it  likely  they  ihould  have  attained 
this  knowledge  ?  ^ 

It  is  certain,  that  at  the  penod  'when  thcfe  things 
happened^  and  for  fome  time  preceding  it|  a  gene- 
ral expectation  of  a  ruler  to  arife  in  Judea  prevailed 
•all  over  the  world.  Suetonius,  not  to  mention  o- 
ther  hiftorians,*  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  an  ancient 
and  uninterrupted  opinion  had  prevailed  in  all  the 
£aflf  that  at  that  time  (namely,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  laft  Jewilh  war)  it  was  decreed  by  the  fates, 
that  fome  coming  out  of  Judea  Should  obtain  the 
fovereignty.  And  no  wonder,  as  a  learned  writer 
well  obl*erve9,  that  fuch  an  opinion  ihould  be  pro- 
pagated throughout  the  eaft,  when  we  conlider  the 
^aft  number  of  Jews,  which  were  fprcad  over  all 
the  eaftern  countries.  In  the  reign  of  Ahalberus, 
■  OT  Artaxcrxes  Longimanus,  the  Jews  were  di{pcr-r 
fed  throughout  all  the  provinces  of  the  Persian  mo^ 
siarchy,  and  that,  in  numbers  fufficient  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  their  enemies  in  thofe  provinces 
and  many  of  the  people  of  the  land  alfo,  as  we 
read  in  the  book  of  tfthcr,  became  Jews.  Aftet 
the  Babyloniih  captivity,  the  Jews  increafed  fo 
mightily,  th^t  we  find  them  not  only  throughout 
AHa,  but  in  Africa,  and  in  many  cities  and  iflands 
of  Europe,  mentioned  in  the  fecondlnbapter  of  the 
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AQs.  Wherever  they  dwelt,  they  made  many  prole- 
lytes  to  their  religion  ;  and  in  their  attempts  to  this' 
purpofe,  they  muft  very  much  fpread  the  expe^ht* 
tion  of  the  Mefiiah's  coming;  an  article  (6  important 
in  itfelf,  and  fo  flattering  to  their  national  vanity. 
Thefe  opportunities  of  being  informed  of  the  ap- 
proaching Advent  of  the  great  King,  the  Magians 
of  the  eaft  enjoyed  in  common  with  many  other 
people.  .  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that  Zoroaf^ 
ter,  the  famous  reformer  of  the  Magian  fed,  is 
generally  faid  to  have  been  by  extraction  a  Jew, 
and  to  haye  lived  as  a  fcrvant  with  one  of  the  pro- 
phets, probably  Daniel ;  he  was  well  acquainted- 
with  the  writings- of  Mofes,  and  has  inferted  in  his 
book  many  particulars  from  them. 

Now,  if  we  fuppofe  the  minds  of  men,  of  lean^ 
ed  men  more  efpecially,  tohave_been  in  this  man- 
ner prepared,  and  rendered  attentive  to  what  hap- 
pened, the  fudden  appearance  of  a  new  ftar  in  the 
heavens,  fuper- eminent  in  fplendor,  and  pointing 
towards  Judea,  might,  perhaps,  even  without  any 
farther  information,  be  conftrued  by  them  as  a  iign 
that  the  long  looked  for  Prince  and  Saviour  was 
idually  born. 

If  we  farther  fuppofe,  that  t^e  funous  prediction) 
delivered  in  the  mountains  of  the  eaft,  by  Balaam, 
.a  prophet  of  their  own,  who,  having  his  eyes  open- 
ed, faw,  and  mentioned,  fo  many  ages  before  its 
appearance,  « the  star  that  ihould  arife  out  of  Ja- 
cob, the  fceptre  that  ihould  come  out  of  Ifrael  j"  • 
If  we  fuppofe,  I  fay,  that  this  famous  predidlioa 
was  carefully  prefer ved,  and  handed  down  from 
one  generation  to  another,  as  would  moft  probably" 
be  the  cafe,  it  doubtlefs  might  have  lent  its  ai£fl>- 
iince  at  this  time,  and  upon  this  occaiion« 

As 
*  Numbers  xxiT.  x;« 
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But  after  all,  when  yre  confider,  that  every  cir- 
cvmftance  relative  to  the  birth  of  Chrift  was,  and 
muft  needs  be,  extraordinary  and  fupernatural,  full 
of  wonder,  and  full  of  myftery  j'when  we  refleft 
on  the  journey  and  oblations  of  thefe  fages,  thus 
reprefenting,  as  it  were,  the  whole  heathea  worlds 
BOwat  length  returning  to  the  acknowledgement  and 
adoration  of  Its  Redeemer,  who  ffaould  have  been 
all  along  an  objeA  of  faith  to  the  nations,  as  well  asf 
to  the  Jews ;  why  fhould  we  not  conclude,  that  as 
an  angel  accojnpanied  the  glory  that  {bone  round 
the  Jewilh  Ihcpherdsj  and  proclaimed  to  them  the 
-nativity  of  Jefus  5  fo  fome  beneficent  fpirit  was  en- 
joined to  communicate  to  thefe  Gentile  philofbphers 
the  fame  gracious  and  comfortable  intelligence* 
This,  however,  we  may  liioft  afluredly  conclude, 
that  he  wto  hung  out  the  ftar  in  the  firmament^ 
yilible  to  th^eir  outward  eyes,,  took  care  that  it 
ihould  not  be  hung  out  in  vain ;  but  that  fome  at-* 
tendant  light  fhould  at  the  fame  time  ihine  inward, 
and  irradiate  their  minds  with  the  knowledge  of  it» 
fignificatioQ  and  import. 

The  faft  is  clear.  They  law,  they  undcrftood, 
they  fet  out.  No  diftance,  no  difficulties,  no  dan* 
gers,  were  fufficient  to  deter  them.  They  paiTed 
the  rocks  and  fands  of  the  deferts,  ^«  the  tents  of 
Kedar,"  and  «  the  hills  of  the  robbers."  Children, 
of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  they  left  their  own  country,, 
obeying  the  heavenly  call.  Led  by  the  ftar,  as  the 
Ifraelites  of  old  by  the  pillar  of  fire,  they  purfued 
their  way  through  the  wildernefs  to  the  land  of 
Promife,  there  to  feek  him,  "  in  whom  all  the 
prqmifes  of  God,'^  made  to  the  Gentiles,  ar  well 
as  to  the  Jews,  "  were  yea  and  amen." 

Arrived  at  Jerufalem,  they  imparted  the  glad 
tidings  to  thofe  froiQ  whom  they  fliould  hs^ve  received 

Vol.  I.  T  ^  them. 
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them.  Neither  afraid  of  Herod,  nor  afhamed  of 
Mei£ah,  they  profeffed  openly  the  occafion  of  their 
journey.  They  believed,  and  therefore  they  fpake. 
•«  Where  is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the  Jews?"  To 
you,  O  yc  rulers  and  teachers  in  Ifrael,  we  apply* 
-corfelves.  ,  Tou  muft  know  the  birth-place  of  the 
Redeemer.  Saw  ye  him  whom  we  feck  ?  Tell  us 
where  we  may  find,  and  adore  him. 

Far  other  fentiroents  were  excited,  by  this  quef- 
tion  in  the  breaft  of  Herod.  Human  policy  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  hear  of  a  king,  without  thinking 
of  a  rival ;  and  therefore  he  immediately  projefted 
a  plan  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  new  born  prince. 
.  For  this  end  he  fummoned  a  council  of  the  chief 
priefts  and  ciders,  and  demanded  of  them,  where 
Chrift  fhould  be  born  ?  Their  lips  were  intended 
to  prcferve  knowledge;  and  they  did  fo.  They 
anfwcred,  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea ;  and  cited  their 
authority  from  the  prophet  Micah«  They  gave  true 
information,  and  direAed  others  aright,  though  they 
vent  not,  themfelvcs.  Herod  enquired  concerning 
Chrift,  as  many  do  concerning  his  religion,  in  order 
not  to  revere  and  obey,  but  to  oppofe  and  deftroy. 
^  The  Magi,  having  now  obtained  the  defired  in- 
formation, proceeded  to  Bethlehem ;  and  left  their 
ardour  fhould  be  damped  by  any  doubt,  lo  the  ftar  , 
which  they  faw  in  the  eaft,  and  which,  therefore, 
had  difappeared  for  a  time,  again  "went  before  them, 
till  it  came  and  ftood  over  where  the  young  child 
was."  The  fight  of  their  original  and  faithful  mo- 
nitor cheared  their  fpirits,  difpelling  every  anxious 
and  uneafy  thought.  "  When  they  faw  the  ftar, 
«hey  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy." 

When  their  guide  had  conducted  them  to  their 
jburney^i  dnd,  we  read  not  that  they  were  at  all  of- 
fended^: or  di&oaccrted,  at  the  humble  and  lowly 
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ffj\te  In  which  they  found  the  hcnven- proclaimed 
king.  The  queen  of  Sheba  came  from  far  to  hear 
the  wifdom,  and  fee  the  glory  of  Solomon.  She* 
accordingly  heard  his  wifdomi  and  faw  his  glory;, 
both  beyond  even  her  high  raii'ed  expectation.  Thcfe* 
men  came  from  far,  to  behold  the  king  of  the 
Jews.  But  in  his  appearance  there  was  neither 
beauty,  nor  glory,  that  they  Ihould  defire,  or  ad- 
piire  him.  They  faw,  they  heard  nothing,  but 
ilgns  of  poverty  and  weaknefs.  Great,  furely,  was 
their  faith;  and  greater,  one  is  tempted  to  think,, 
muft  have  been  their  knowledge  of  the  divine  dif- 
penfations,  than  we  are  aware  of.  Where  the  ftar 
refted,  there  was  the  perfon  whom  they  had  been 
direfted  to  feek.  'They  therefore  entered,  and  a- 
dored  ;  and  the  Gentiles  acknowledged  him,  whom 
the  Jews  difowned  and  rejefted.  They  offered  to 
him  tlie  richeli:  produftions  of  the  country  from 
whence  they  came ;  fuch  things  as  were.- moil  pre«» 
clous,  and  of  highed  ufe  and  lignification  in  orna<^ 
mentifig  and  gxalting  the  fervices  of  the  temple  and 
sltar.  All  they  (fays  Ifaiah)  <<  from  Sheba  fhalL 
come  ;  they  fhall  bring  gold  and  incenfe^  and,'*  by 
(6  doing,  "  they  (hall  fhew  forth  the  praifes  of  tbie 
Lord,"*  while  they  thus  devote  thcmfelvcs  and 
their  lubfiance  to  his  fervice.  ^And  fincc  the  caf^ 
tern  Magi,  as  hath  been  before  obferved,  are  upott- 
this  occafion  to  be  conlidered  by  us  as  the  delegates 
and  deputies  of  the^heatlien  world,  the  hiftory  of 
their  journey  and  their  oblations  fpeaks  the  fame 
language  with  that  employed  by  St  John  in  the  Re- 
velation, concerning  the  Chriftian  church.  <«  And 
the  nations  of  them  that  are  ftved  fhall  walk  in  the* 
light  of  it  5  and  the  gates  of  it  ihall  not  be  fhut  at 
all ;  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glo- 
ry and  honour  into  it."  f 
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Soinc  refleAions  on  the  fubjcft  naturally  offer 
themfeWes,  in  the  way  of  application. 

And  firft.  Let  us  evermore,  on  this  returning 
feflival,  give  thanks  unto  our  Lord  God,  for  the 
revelation  of  that  great  my ftery  of  mercy,  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  church,  from  which 
they  had  been,  for  fo  many  ages,  excluded  ;  rather 
ifaould  we  fay,  they  had  excluded  themfelves.  The 
unhappy  prodigal  voluntarily  left,  his  father^s  hpufe, 
the  door  of  which  was  ftill  open,  whenever  he 
fliould  be  difpofcd  to  return,  and  re-enter.  But 
the.  time  wasr  long,  ere  he  came  to  himfelf,  and 
thought  of  being  again  received  into  the  family  of 
the  faithful.^  No  fooner  was  that  the  cafe,  than 
the  Father,  as  if  he  had  all  along  been  looking  out 
in  hope  and  expedlation  of  his  child,  faw  him  while 
lie;  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  ran  to  meet  him,  em- 
braced him  with  a  parent's  fendernefs,  brought 
him'  into  his  houfc,  made  a  feaft  for  him,  and  com- 
tnanded  that  no  voice  fhould  be  heard  but  that  of 
joy  and  gladnefs,  becaufe  he  that  had  been  loft  was 
now  found  \  he  that  had  been  dead  was  now  alive, 
ugain  ! — O  fing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong  •,  fing 
tmto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth.  tJing  unto  the  Lord, 
blefs  his  name  ;  ihew  forth  his  ialvation  from  day 
to  day.  Declare  his  glory  among  the  heathen,  his 
Vonders  among  all  people.  For  the  Lord  is  great 
and  greatly  to^e  praiftd  ;  he  is  to  be  feared  above 
all  gods.  For  all  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols: 
but  the  Lord  made  the  heavens.  Honour  and  ma- 
jefty  are  before  him:  ilrength  and  beauty  are  in  his 
iandluary  1"  * 

Secondly,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  perfons 
who  came  as  at  this  time  to  Bethlehem,  were  the 
learned  of  their  country,  men  particularly  addidled 
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to  the  fciences  of  philofqphy  and  aftronomy.  -  They 
contemplated  the  heavens,  and  at  length  were  fa*- 
voured  with  t^e  fight  of  a  ftar,  which  led  them  to 
him  who  made  the  heavens,  and  who  was  then  de- 
fcended  from  on  high,  to  perform  a  work  ftill  more 
wonderful,  Man  was  formed  with  an  underftand- 
ing,  for  the  attainment  of  knowledge ;  and  happy  is 
he,  who  is  employed  ia  the  purfuit  of  it.  Igno- 
rance is  in  it's  nature  unprofitable ;  hut  cvpry  kind 
o£  knowledge  may  be  turned  to  ufc  Diligence  is 
generally  rewarded  with  the  difcovery  of  that  which 
it  feeks  after.;  fometimes,  of  that  which  h  much  -. 
morie  valuable.  Human  learning,  with  the  bleC» 
fing  of  God,  upon  it,  introduces  us  to  divine  wif- 
dom;  and  while  we  ftudy  thd  works  of  nature,  the 
God  of  nature  will  manifeft  himfelf  to  us;  iince^ 
to  a  well  tutored  mind,  "  The  heavens,"  without 
a  miracle,  <<  declare  his  glory,  and  the  firmament 
fhewcth  his  handy  work." 

Thirdly,  from  the  example  of  the  Magi,  Let  us 
learn  to  be  very  watchful  and  obfervant  of  thofe 
lights,  which  at  fundry  times  and  in  divers  manners 
arc  vouchfafed  to  us.  At  the  lall  dav,  when  the 
fecrets  of  all  hearts  fhall  be  difclofcd,  and  the  ci^-^ 
cumftanccs  of  our  lives  fhall  pafs  in  review,  it  will 
then  be  fceny  that  God  did  not  "  leave  himfelf 
without  witnefs."^  It  will  appear,  that  the  finner 
had  many  calls,  both  from  within,  and  from  with- 
out, to  which  he  might  have  hearkened  v  and  to 
which  if  he  had  hCiir keened,  they  ,had  been  the 
means  of  correcting,  inftrufting,  and  faving  him. 
Above  all  things,  how  attentive  fhould  we  be  to 
the  Scriptures,  wherein  are  contained  the  words 
that  muft  finally  decide  the  fate  of  thofe  who  have 
them  in  their  hands,  vand  are  capable  of  peruling 
them.     In  them  (hines,  wjth  pure  and  ever-increal- 

ing 
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ing  luftrc,  the  fure  word  of  prophecy,  pointing  al- 
ways from  the  beginning  to  the  Saviour  of  mankind, 
and  at  laft  marking  out  the  very  place  of  his  birth  ; 
like  the  ftar  in  the  eaft,  moving  onward  in  it* 
fphere,  "  till  it  came,  and  ftood  over,  where  the 
young  child  was."  If  we  are  not  led  by  the  one 
to  feek  after  the  Redeemer,  furely  they  who  fet 
out  for  Judea,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  other, 
mufl  rife  up  in  the  judgment  againft  us,  and  con- 
demn us. 
"  Laftly,  When  we  reflcft  upon  the  difficulties 
»  and  dangers  that  lay  in  the  way  of  thefe  eaftern  fa- 
^^es,  and  the  unremitting  perfeverance  which  van- 
quifhed  them  all,  we  fball  blufh  at  the  remeni- 
brance  of  thofe  trifling  obftruftions  in  our  Chrif- 
]tian  courfe,  which  we  have  fo  often  been  tempted 
to  deem  infu  per  able.  Our  faith,  once  fixed  on  tht 
bafis  of  its  proper  evidence,  fhould  never  be  £ha- 
ken  by  the  cavils  of  fceptical  and  licentious  men* 
For  when  there  is  great  {Irength  of  argument  fet 
before  us,  if  we  refufe  to  do  what  appears  moft  fit 
to  be  done  till  every  little  objeAion  is  removed  that 
snetaphyiical  refinement  can  invent,  we  fhall  never 
take  one  wife  refolutioh,  as  long  as  we  live.  Let 
faith,  therefore,  have  its  perfedl  work;  let  it  go 
on,  conquering,  and  to  conquer,  till  we  have  there- 
by compleatly  overcome  the  world.  Though  He- 
rod fhould  be  moved,  and  all  Jerufalem  with  him, 
let  ift.  follow  our  heavenly  conduftor,  and,  rejoi- 
cing with  exceeding  great  Joy,  proceed  dir^^ly  tp 
Bethlehem.  There,  through  meannefs,  poverty, 
and  obfcurity,  let  us  difcern  the  king  of  the  Jews, 
.give  him  the  honour  due  unto  his  name,  acknow- 
ledge and  adore  him,  as  our  Lord,  and  our  God. 
And  fince  we  are  commanded  not  to  appear  before 
the  Lord  empty,  let  us  bring  jprefents,  whett  we 

convc 
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come  into  his  courts.  Let  us  oflFcr  to  him  of  our 
fubftance,  and  the  firft  fruits  of  our  increafe ;  let 
us  offer  to  him  of  the  true  riches,  with  which  he 
has  blefled  us ;  faith,  tried,  precious,  rpfplendent, 
as  gold^;  devotion,  afcending  from  fervent  affec- 
tions, like  the  fmoke  of frankincenfe  from  the  holy 
altar  i  love,  p^ace,  joy,  and  the  other  graces  of 
fandification,  fragrant,  cheering,  and  diffufive, 
like  "  myrrh^  and  aloes,  with  all  the  chief  fpices, 
and  powders  of  the  merchant.'*  Let  us  offer  to 
him  our  flrength,  our  time,  and  our  talents,  our 
fouls-and  bodies,  all  we  have,  all  we  are,  to  wor- 
ship and  obey  him  this  day,  and  every  day  which 
it  (hall  pleafe  him  to  add  to  our  lives*  With  thefe 
difpofitions  and  refolutions  if  we  now  come  to  his 
light,  and  hafte  to  the  brlghtnefs  of  his  rifing,  we 
fhall  hereafter  behold  h|m  in  his*  meridian  exalta- 
tion, when  heaven  and  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the 
majefty  of  his  glory ;  when,  the  laft  enemy  being 
deftroyed,  he  flxall  appear,  as  the  "  Prince  of 
Peace,"  in  a  city  that  ^ath  foundations ;  when  all 
^ings  fhall  fall  down  before  him,  all  nations  ihall 
ferve  him  5  when  he  fhall  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 
King  of  kings,  and  Lor.d  of  lords  ;  when  he  fhall 
receive,  as  his  jufl  and  rightful  tribute  (the  only 
tribute  which  can  then  be  paid)  tlie  praifet  of  his 
redeemed  fubjefts,  and  the  evcrlafling  hallelujahs 
of  the  celeftial  choir,  afcribing,  as  we  now  do,  to 
him,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  GhofV,  all 
bleffing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  ought, 
majefty,  and  dominion^  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
let  all  the  people  fay,  Amin* 
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And  it  Came  to  pafs^  vuhen  God  dejtr^yed  the  cities  ofiht 
'  pltnn^  that  Xiod  remembered  Abraham,  andfent  Lot 
out  of  the  midft  of  the  overt hrotv,  when  he  &verthre*ii> 
the  cities  in  which  Lot  dwelt. 

EXrR  AORDtNARY  inteVpoftions  of  Provi- 
dence djemand  extraordinary  attefntion.  If 
XSod  fpeaks,  it  is  but  reafonable  than  man  fhould 
hear.  And  when  he  executed  the  vengeance  to 
^hich  the  text  referreth,  he  certainly  fpake,  in  aa 
audible  voiee,  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the 
dwellers  upon  earth.  By  the  deliverance  vouch- 
fafed  to  his  righteous  fervant,  he  encouraged  the 
hoi>es  of  fuch  as,  like  him,  prelerved  their  integri- 
ty  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  pervcrfe  genera- 
tion :  while,  by  the  unparalleled  deftruftion  of  the 
cities  of  the  plain,  he  alarmed  the  fears  of  thoie 
•^ho  refcmbledthem  in  impiety  and  iniquity.  And 
although  fo  many  hundred  years  have  pafled,  iince 
that  aftonifhing  cataftrophe  took  place,  yet  the  htC- 
*tory  fhould  anfwer  the  lanle  purpoiie  now,  that  the- 
■evetit  itfelf  was  defigned  to  do  then.  No  time  can 
deftroy  the  efficacy  of  this  falutary  medicine  for  the 
diforders  of  the  world.  Virtue  and  vice  are  not 
changeable  things;  they  continue  ftill  the  fame; 
'and  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  divine  decrees  con- 
'     Vol.  IL  A 
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cerning  thecxi.  Sooner  or  later,  in  this  life  or  the 
next^  a  deliverance  fimllar  to  that  of  Lot  will  be 
granted  to  the  righteous;  a.deftruAion  correfpon- 
iient  to  that  of  Sodom  will  be.  the  portion  of  the 
vricked.  For,  as  St  Peter  argues  on  the  fubjeft, 
^«  If  God,  turning  thecities  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah into  afhes,  condemned  them  with  an  overthrow, 
making  them  an  example  to  thofe  that  after  (hould 
iive  ungodly  \  and  delivered  juft  Lot,  vexed  with 
the  filthy  converfation  of  the  wicked**-rtl^e  Lord 
jknoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptai- 
tipnsi  and  to  rcferve  the  unjuft  unto, the  day  of 
judgment  to  be  puniihed.*'*  ^  ^        ^     j 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  therefore,  that 
Jhe  church,  in  the  courfe  of  her  proper  leifons, 
ppeneth  the  prefent .  feafon  of  humiliation,  wjth  a 
^fplay  of  fo  awful  and  afFefting  a  fccne  of  niercy 
pnd  judgment  j  that  the  finner  may  know  how  ter- 
jrible  is  the  wrath  of  an  incenfed  God^  and  the  pe- 
nitent be  taught  the  way  to  efcape  it. 

In, conformity  to  fo  judicious  an  appointment,  it 
is  propofed,  in  the  following  difcourfc,  to  take  ^ 
:yiew  of  the  whole  narrative,  illuftrating  the^feverai 
parts  of  it  lyith  fuch  obfervations  and  refledlipas  a% 
it  m^y  be  prefuthed,  the  church  intended  wc  ihoul4 
make  upon  it,  with  an  eye  to  the  great  doftrinc  of 
repentance,  at  this  time  more  efpecially  to  be  recom- 
mended and  inculcated. 

In  the  preceding  chapter,  the  eighteenth  of  Gc- 
nefis,  we  find  the  holy  patriarch  Abraham  inter- 
ceding with  Jehovah  for  finful  Sodom.  And  wc 
find  (fuch  is  the  amazing  extent  of  divine  mercy) 
that  had  there  been  only  ten  righteous  perfons  i^ 
the  city,  the  reft  would  have  been  fpared  for  their 
fakes.    But  univerfal  corruption  brings  on  univer- 
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.      .  ....        ^ 

(al  deftru^ion,  and  Abraham  himfelf  can  intercede 
no  longer.  "  The  Lord  left  communing  with 
Abraham,  and  Abraham  returned  to  his  place^ 
*  Our  bleiTed  Lord,  in  whofc  name  Abraliam,  as- 
a  prophet,  and  as  the  father  of  the  faithful,  inter- 
ceded for  Sodom,  intercedes,  in  like  manner,  for 
the  worjd,  which,  notwithftanding  the  wickedneis 
9f  its  inhabitants  in  general,  is  continued  in  being, 
on  account  of  the  righteous  it  contains,  and  th^ 
Execution  of  God's  counfels  concerning  his  church* 
When  ilie  faithful  fhall  be  <*<  minifhed  from  amone 
tne  children  of  men,*'  when  unbelief  and  difobedi- 
cpcc  ihairhaye  overfprcad  the  earthj  the  intercet 
fion  of  Chrifl  will  alfo  he  at  ah  end,  and  vengeance 
yrill  be  poured  out  on  the  world  of  the  ungodly* 
Then  he,  who  now  <<  maketh  interceffion  for  fin- 
©ers,"  will  ho  more  *<  offer  their  offering^,  or  take 
op  jth^ir  names  into  his  lips/'  TheB^  tHat  whicE 
alone  hath  fo  long  flood  between  an  angr^  Go4^ 
3i|nd  a  guilty  world,  Qiall  ceafe  to  d9 To,  and  a  <le« 
Iuj;^  of  fiery  indignation  will  ififue  from  the  prefenc^ 
•I  the  Lord,  to  devour  the  whole  earth  j  evep  ^ 
^jtie  waters  of  .the  lea  once  brake  fdrtb^  and  4e'-^ 
^ojci  all  fie(h,  upon  the  removal  of  thoCe  baHrii 
and  doors  appointed  by  the  Almighty  to  confine 
them  within  their  channel.  Let  every  man,  there-^ 
fore,  be  diligent  to  fecure  a  part  in  the  benefits  oF 
tjiat  gracious  intercefiion,  which  is  one  day  to  have 
an  end*  Behold  "  the  great  High  Prieft  of  our 
profefiion''  ftanding  bewre  the  altar  in  heaven^, 
with  his  golden  cenier  in  his  hand,  ready  to  offec 
up  the  prayers  of  his  fervants,  wfth  the  fweet  in- 
cenfe  of  his  own  merits,  to  make  them  accepted 
with  the  Father.  Nqw,  then,  let  prayer  afcend 
from  earth  to  he^^ven,  to  glorify  God,  and  pardon^ 
will  defbend  fiom  heaven  to  eartlx|  to  blefs  man-»- 

A^2  kin* 
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kind—- as  we  read  in  the  epiftle  for  the  day—"  Novr 
is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.**^ 

The  deftruftion  of  Sodom  being  thus  determined^ 
Lot  was  to  be  firft  called  out  of  it.  Accordinglyj^ 
*'  There  came  two  angels  to  Sodom/*  on  the  even- 
ing before  the  dreadful  fentence  was  put  in  execu- 
tion ;  "  and  Lot  fat  in  the  gate  of  Sodom." 

Happy  were  the  days,  when  celeftial  vifitants^ 
thus  deigned  to  defcend,  and  converfe  with  men,^ 
«  as  a  man  converfeth  with  his  friend.**  But  furely,. 
we  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  any  partiality 
fhewn^  in  this  refpeft,  to  our  Others  \  we,  to  whom 
God  hath  been  manifeftedt  not  under  a  fimilitudeA 
or  temporary  appearancCj  but  verily  and  indeed,  hi 
a  bpdy  of  our  flefh,  no  more  to  be  deposited,  or, 
laid  afide,  but  anally  taken  up  into  heaven  with: 
lum ;  we,  to' whom  the  word  of  life  hath  been  fentf 
by  the  hand  of  fiich  a  meffengerj/*  the  afigel  of  thc( 
covenant  5"  *  we,  to  whom  thisf  comfortable  pro-| 
mife  hath  been  made  by  the  mouth  ofrftiiTH  itfelf  i 
••  If  a  man  love  me,  my  Father  will  love  him,  and* 
WE  will  come,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  f 
By  bis  Word^  and  by  his  Spirit,  Chrift  continusdiy 
vifiteth.  his  people,  and  dwelleth  in  the  hearts  of 
the  faithful.  Blefled  is  the  man,  who  «  fitteth  at 
the  gate  of  Sodom,"  ready  to  arife  and  depart  out 
of  a  picked  world,  at  the  moment  when  his  Lord" 
fliall  call  him  hence.  He  (hall  be  viiitcd  with  the 
▼iiitation  of  the  Almighty,  inftrufted  in  the  coun- 
fels  of  heaven,  and  delivered  in  the  day  of  vengeance. 

Upon  the  fight  of  his  divine  guefts,  "  Lot  rofc 
I9P  to  meet  them,  and  he  bowed  himfelf  with  his 
face  toward  the  ground ;  and  he  faid,  Behold  now^ 
my  Lords, .  turn  m,  I  pray  you,  into  your  fervant*s 
kpufe^  and  tarry  all  night,  and  wadi  your  feet,  and 
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ye  ihall  rife  up  earif ,  and  go  on  your  ways.  And' 
.they  faid>  Nay,  but  we  will  abide  in  thp  ftrcet  all" 
night.  And  he  prefied  upon  them  greatly,  and' 
they  turned  in  unto  hhn,  and  entered  into  hU 
houfe:  and  he  made  them  a  feafti  and  did  bake: 
unleavened  bread,  and. they  did  eat.'^ 

The  admonition  of  the  Apoftle^  gromided  upon*- 
.this  occurrence,  naturally  offers  itfelf ;    «<  Be  not 
forgetful  to  entertain  ftrangers,  for  thereby  fojnc 
l>ave  entertained  angels  unawares,*'*    It  may  be 
added,  thereby  Chrifttans  entertain  their  Redeem-- 
er,  who  for  their  fakes,  was  once  zj}ranger  upoiv. 
the  earth,  and  who  therefore  regards  hofpitality 
ifhewn  to  Grangers  on  his  account,  as  (hewn  to  him— 
/elf.  V  <«  I  was  a  Granger,  and  ye  took  me  in;  for' 
.inafmueh  as  ye  did  it  to  the  ieaft  of*  thefe  my  bre— 
.tfcren,  ye  did  it  to  me.***!^ 

InftruiSled    moreover  by  this-  exampfe  of  Lot^^ 

.when  we  have  the  honour,  like  him,  to  entertaim 

.heavenly  guefts,  who  prefent  themfelves  to  us  by 

means  of  the  word  and  facraments,  in  the  churchy 

^let  us  inftantly  *«  arife,*'  in  heart  and  mind,  <«  to* 

meet  them,"  laying  adde,  for  a  time,  all  worldljv 

buiiuefs,  and  forgetting  thofe  things  that  are  b^ 

.hind.     Let  us  "bow  ourfelves  with  our  faces  to^ 

ward  the  ground,"  in  humble  and  fervent  prayer^* 

faying,  in  the  words  of  holy  David,  «  Remember* 

lis,  O  Lord,  with  the  favour  that  thou  beareft  un» 

tOL  thy  people,   O  vifit  us  with  thy  falvation/'4^: 

'•<  Turn  into  the  houfc-  of.  thy  fervants,  and  tarry 

.witk  us."    At  firft,  perhaps,  our  prayers^  may  feem^ 

not  to  be  heard,,  as  the  angels  faid,  they  wquldi 

>  abide   in  the  ftreet  all  night,"  and  as  Chrift,, 

when  invited   by  the  two  difdples  at  £mmaus>i 

A  3  «<  mad)^ 
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**•  made  as  though  he  wouM  have  gone  farthcr.'*'*- 
But  all  this  IS  done  with  the  fame  intent  that  our 
Lord  fpake  the  parable  of  the  poor  widow  and'the 
unjuft  judge,  to  teach  us,  that  **  men  ought  always ' 
to  prajr ,  and  not  to  faint.'*  f  By  delaymg  the  re- 
turn of  our  prayers,  God  defigns  tg  try  onr4oTe 
and' train  us  to  .perfeverance,  not  to  reje<H:  our  pcti* 
lions,  and  to  hide  his  face  from  us  for  ever.  When 
Lot  earned ly  preffed  the  angeh,  they  Went  in  andi 
tarried  with  him ;  and  the  two  difciples  conftrainei\ 
Jefus  to  go  in  and  fup  with  them.  Faint  hearts 
and  feeble  hands  obtain  not  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ,^ 
which  <*  fuffereth  violence,"  and  muft  be  taken  by 
•«  an  holy  force.*'^  The  «  unleavened  bread  of  iin- 
cerity  and  truth"  is  the  feaft  which  our  Lord  ex?- 
pefteth,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  come  and  dwell  ia 
our  hearts.  "  No  leaven"  of  hypocrify,  deceit,  and 
frauds  fliould  then  be  "  found  in  otjr  houfes." 

No  fooner  had  Lot  received  and'  lodged  his  di- 
vine gueftsi  but  he  fufliercd  perfecution  on  then? 
account.  And  although  he  went  out  and  fpake 
with  all  the  mildnefs  imaginable  to  the  wretches 
that  ^<  compaffed  the  houfe  about,  old  and  young, 
from  every  quarter — I  pray  you,  brethren,  do  not 
fo  wickedly;  to  thcfe  men  do  nothing;  for  therc^ 
fore  came  they  under  the  fhadow  of  my  roof;** 
what  was  the  return  made  to  this  reafonaWe  requeft^* 
worded  in  the  moft  humble  and  fubmifiive  terms  ? 
— «  Stand  back.  This  fellow  came  io  to  fojourn,  * 
and  he  will  needs  be  a  judge.  Now  will  we  deal 
worfe  with  thee,  than  with  them.  And  thty  pret 
fed  fore  upon  the  man,  even  Lot,  and  came  neat' 
to  break  the  door.  But  the  men  put  forth  thefr 
hand,  and  pulled  Lot  into  the  houfe  to  them,  and 
.  ibut  the  door.     And  they  fmote  the  men  that  were 

at 
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at  the  door  of  the  houfe  with  blindnefs,  both  fmaH 
and  great;  (b  that  they  wearied  themfelves  to  find 
the  door." 

*  Truth  and  righteoufnefs  arc  guefts  that  often 
bring  thofe  who  entertain  them  into  trouble ;  and 

'  our  Lord  himfelf  telb  xssj  thats  in  one  fenfe>  he 
came  "  not  ta  fend  peace  on  earth,  but  a  fword/* 
At  his  birth,  "  Herod  was  troubledi  and  all  Jc- 
rufalem  with  him."  Wherever  the  Gofpel  was 
-preached,  it  produced  a  commotion  among  thofe 
who  could  not  bear  the  luftre  of  its  beams,  and 
•*  hated  the  light,  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil 
The  world  oppofed  its  Redeemer,  when  he  «*  tcft 
tified  concerning  it,  that  its  deeds  were  evil."  Lot. 
had  lived  too  long  in  Sodom,  and  knew  too  mucli 
of  its  inhabitants,  to  defire  the  office  of  a  Judge. 20^ 
jnong  them  or  any  farther  connection  with  them, 
than  was  neceflarf^  But  his  righteous  example 
condemned  their  wickedneii;  and  that  eircumllance 
provoked"  them  more,  than  if  he  had  really  ufur* 
ped  the  government.  It  i^as  charged,  llkcwife,  u- 
pon  our  Saviour,  though  the  meekeft  and  lowlieft 
of  characters,  that  he  <<  made  himfelf  a  king,"  and 
cndeavoiirid  to  fupplant  the  authority  of  Csefaf. 
*And  for  that  crime,  if  we  believe  the  fuperfcription 
'On  the  crofs,  he  was  executed.  But  the  true  cauie 
both  of  the  accufation  and  execution  was  no  other 
than  this,  that,  by  dpClrine  and  example,  he  de»» 

'  tefted  and  expqfed  a  fet  of  the  vileft  hypocrites  the 
earth  ever  bore;  Nor  let  the  difciple  of  Chrift 
-vainly  imagine,  that  the  moft  inoffenfive  carriage^ 
•framed  by  the  rules  of  Chrifiian  prudence,  and  ac- 
"tuated  in  all  points  by  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and 
charity,  will  prevent  him  from  being  fometimes 
accufed  of  defigns,  to  which  hi&  foul  is  an  utter 
ftranger.     Would  he  efcape  the  cenfures  of  the 

world? 
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,vorld  ?  He  muft  ceafe  to  conv'rft  It  of  An  and*  cr*' 
^or ;  he  muft  conform  to  all  its  ways,  and  pace 
quietly  in  its  trammels ;  a  condu6l»  which,  as  they* 
jvreirknow,  who  tempt  him  to  adopt  it,  will  foon 
jdeprive  him  of  all  authority  and  ability  to  do  bis 
Jieavenly  Maftcr  fervice,  and  promote  his  seliglon* 
among  men.    So  far,  therefore,  let  him  imitate  the 
example  of  Lot,  as  to  part  with  any  thing,  rather - 
jthan  lu3er  violence  to  be  done  to  his  divine  gueftsv^ 
Xet  him  guard  his  faith  and  his  confcience,  and' 
truft  God  for  every  thing  clfc.     He  who  prcferved: 
JLo't,  and  fmote  his  adverfaries  with,  bllndners,  caa^ 
lave  them  that  love  him  in  every  age,  and  fecure 
them  under  the  wings^  of  his  Providence,  until  the: 
jtyranny  of  the  wicked  be  overpaft  j.  while  the  un*" 
^odly  that  trouble  them,  blind  to  their  eternal  inr 
tereft,  find  not  the  gate  of  heaven^  and  come  not 
into  die  dwellings  of  the  righteous;    but  falling. 
Jrom  one  wickednefs  to  another,  and  filling  up  th^ 
jncafure  of  their  enormities,    perifli,   at  the  laft,, 
/fom  the  prefencc  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory 
of  his  power,  when  ^^  he  cometh  to  judge  the  worlds 
in  rightcoufnefs." 

Lot,  being  thus  preferved  from  the  malice  of  hi^ 
.enemies,  is  now  informed  concerning  the  decrees- 
.of  heaven.  <«  Th©  men  faid  unto  Lot,  Haft  tho^^ 
here  any  befides?  Soa-in-la>v,  and  thy  fons,  and' 
jSiy  daughters,  and  whatfbever  thou  haft  in  the  ci^ 
«ty,  bring  them  out  of  this  place.  For  we  will  de- 
stroy this  place,  becaufe  the  cry  of  them  is  waxea' 
oreat  before  the  face  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord^ 
Jath  fent  us  to  deftroy  it."  How  alarming  this  iu-^ 
^elligence !  No  farther  refpite  allowed  3  inftant  de- 
^rultion  determined  v  the  day  of  grace  ezpiring. 
|uuLa  ftormy  night  srixmi  to  fucqe^d  it!  He  who* 


THE  RIGHTEOUS  DELIVERED.        ^ 

would  not  per'ifh,  muft  leave  all>  and  efcape  for  his 
life! 

*  But  are  *•  the  cities  of  the  plain**  only  concerned 
here  ?  Or  is  not  this  written  for  our  fakes  ?  For 
our  fakes,  no  doubt,  it  is  written;  fince  the  Scrip- 
tures of  truth,  and,  from  them,  the  minifters  and 
meiTengers  of  God,  give  us  the  fame  information, 
relative  to  the  world  in  which  we  dwell,  namely^ 
that  <«  the  Lord  will  deftroy  this  place,**  and  wil! 
"  purge  away  the  itai<juity  thereof  with  the  fpirit 
of  judgment,  and  with  the  fpirit  of  burning."  Foi 
-^f<  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his  place,  to 
yifit  the  wickednefs  of  fcich'  as  dwell  upon  the  earths 
But  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming?  Who  ffiaU 
be  able  to  (land,  when  be  appeareth  ?'  His  fan  is  in 
his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floorj 
^nd  gather  h?s  wheat  into  the  barii,  but  ke  will 
burn  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fife;  The  day 
of  the  Lord  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night;  and 
when  men  (hall  fay,  Peace,  and  all  things  are  fafej 
then  (hall  fudden  deftrudlion  come  upon  them,  at 
forrow  cometh  upon  a  woman  travailing  with  child^ 
and  they  (hall  not  efcape.  *Thei>  (hail  appear  thd 
wrath  of  God  in  the  day  of  vengeance,  which  oh* 
ftinate  finner's,  through  the  fiubbornnefs  of  their 
hearts,  have  heaped  unto  themfclves,  who  defpifed 
the  goo.dn,efs,  patience,  arid  long  fufferaticc  of  God^^^ 
when  he  called  them  continually  to  repentance* 
Then  (hall  it  be  too  late  to  knock,  when  the  door 
fliall  be  (hut ;  arid  too  late  to  cry  for- mercy,  when 
It  is  the  time  of  juftite.  O  terrible  voice  of  mo(l 
Juft  judgment,  which  (hall  be  pronounced  upon 
them,  when  it  (ball  be  (aid  unlo  them,  Gd^ 
ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
Qcvil   and    his   angels."  *     *6uch,   therefor^,   be* 

•  •  ing 

*  IBxhortation  in  the  Cmminatm  Offce^ 
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ing  the  mcffage  delivered  to  inankind,  may  it 
not  be  faid  to  every  one  of  them^"'Haft  tboii 
here  any  befi^e?  Sop-m-la^v,  and  tjby  fons,  and 
thy  daughters,  and  whatfoever  thou  haft,  bring 
theni  ont  of  this  places"  endeavour  tq  wlthdraw^ 
their  afFeftiops  from  a  world  doomed  to- mini  and 
take  them  to  heaven  with  thee.  In  a  word,  give 
all  thy  relations^  thy  friendsi  and  thine  accjuaint- 
jinoe,  the  warning  which  is  given  thee. 

The  injun^liop  received  by  Lot  ^orii  thj?  divjn^ 
pcrfons  was  immediately  oJJeyed.  "  Hp  y/ent  out 
pnto  bis  fons-in-law>  fey  ing,  tJp,  get  je  out  of 
this  place,  for  the  Lord  will  deftroy  this  city.  But 
be  fecoied  as  one  that  mocked  unto  his.  fons-in-Iaw. , 
^  denunciation  of  approacbipg  deftruAion,  in  tb^ 
i^idft  o/  peace  and  fccurity,  appeared  fo  very  e^tfa*- 
j)r4inaf y  to  thcm^  that  jjiey  (:buld  not  brihgt^^n^. 
l£l(yes  to  believe  it  poilible,  their  fiather-in-layr  Oipuld 
pe  in  earoeil.  They  looked  around^them,  apd  faw 
nq  fymptoms  of  impfsnding  ruin.  The  city  wore 
p^  accufton^ed  face  of  gaiety^ aiid  pleafure.  Ij^o  al- 
ts^r^t^  w;i8  to  be  o))&rved  in  the  heavenf  above^ 
or  in  the  earth  benea^tb.  And  that  the  knowledge 
pif.an  event  fo  impo/tant  ihould  be  bidden  froqi 
the  riqh  and  the  great,  the  wife  and  the  prudent^ 
and  revealed  only  to  one  perfon  a  fojourner  amongft 
thetn— ^How  could  thefe  things  be  ? 

'i'hey  who  have  gazed  on  earthly  glories,  till 
they  are  grown  giddy;  to  whom. want  and  mifery^ 
^c  Jknown  only  by  their  name }  who  make  every 
day  a  day  of  fulncfs  and  indulgence,  fitting  down 
fo  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  riiing  up  to  play  ^  fuch 
find  no  fmall  difficuHy  in  believing,  that  a  world,, 
^o  delightful  as  they  think  this  to  be,  ihall  fliortly 
be  burnt  up,  and  all  its  beauties  wither  in  a  mp-^ 
rni^t^    '^i^^y  fee  that  **  all  things  continue  as  they 

wera 
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ircrc  from  the  beginning;  and  arc  therefore  rcad^ 
to  fay.  •*  Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming  ?"* 
In  the  polite  circle  of  their  acquaintance  they  hear 
tiothing  of  this  kind  mentioned ;  it  is  foretold  on- 
ly by  a  few  defpifed  priefts;  and  as  to  what  thefe 
fay  concerning  the  wickednefs  of  men,  atid  the 
judgments  of  God,  philofophers  place  it  to  the  ac* 
tbunt  KAfuperJlHion\  if  they  are  Papifts ;  enthuftafm\ 
if  they  are  Protcftants.  ,  Thus  it  is  that  finncrii  dc^ 
ceive,  or  ftrffer  themfelres  to  be  deceived,  till  the 
UeftruAibn  predicted,  falling  upon  them  dcAiohi 
grates,  when,  alas,  it  is  too  late  for  them  to  profit  b^ 
the  demonftration,  the  fallacy  of  their  reafonings^ 
or  rather,  the  vanity  of  their  imaginations.  Fof* 
furely,  did  not  thefe  priefts  «'  feem  as. they  whi 
mock,"  when  they  declare  what  the  focred  writ* 
Ings  authorize  them  to  declare  upon  the  fubjeft,  it 
fcould  nbt  be,  but  thteir  words  tnuft  have  mote  efFeft 
trpon  the  mind$  and  manners  of  men,  than  they 
arc  generally  found  to  have.  The  intemperate  p^er- 
Ibn  who  heard  them,  would  become  temperate;  the 
impure,  pure  %  the  avaricious,  liberal ;  the  tur.bu-i 
lept,  peaceable;  the  calumniator,  charitable;  the 
proud,  humble ;  ifhe  eitvious,  loving ;  the  liar  a 
Speaker  of  truth.  Should  the  Judge  of  the  worlA 
Appear  in  the  clouds^  this  would  be  the  cdfe.  And 
as  faithis  *<  the  evidence  of  things  doc  feen,''  render- 
ing them  prefent,  and  letting  theito'  before  us,  i 
right  belief  in  that  article  of  the  creed,  which  re* 
lates  to  the  appearance  of  our  Judge,  would  opei 
rate  like  his  aftual  prefence.  *«  All  men  have  not 
feith,"  ^Ad  therefore  all  men  do  not  "  work  rightc- 
oufnefs^**  But «« whether  they  hfear  or  whether  they 
forbear,"  Lot  is  to  deliver  th«  divine  melfage  to  hii 
'ibns-ih-Iaw;  the  watchman  klo  bloiv-  the  trumpet 

'         *  •  _in 
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in  Sion  \  and  every  Chriftian  is  to  exhort  his  bro* 
ther ;  aifter  which>  the  matter  muft  be  committedl 
to  other  hands.         ^  ..,•.. 

The  day  now  dawned^  which  was  the  laft  the 
men  of  Sodom  were  ever  to  behold.  "  When  the 
morning  arofei  /the  angels  haftened  Lot,  fajingi 
Arife,  take  thy  wife,  and  thy  two  daughters  which 
are  here,  left  thou  be  confuaaed  in  the  iniquity  of 
the  city." 

^  Let  us  paraphrafe  this  admonition  of  the  angeU^ 
and  fuppofe  it  addreffed  by  the  minifters  of  God  to 
the  iinner,  at  this  penitential  feafon — Arife,. O  man, 
repent,  and  be  converted*,  break  off* thy  fins,  and 
efcape  from  the  pollutions  of  the  worldy  while  thy 
God  calls  thee,  and  allows  thee  time  fo  to  do.  Per* 
hapis  the  day  hath  dawned,  which  is  to  be  thy 
laft,  and  the  deftroying  angel  is  even  now  come 
forth,  with  his  fword  drawn,  to  cut  thee  off  from 
the  land  of  the  living,  and  coniign  thee  to  thy  por- 
tion in  the  unknown  region  of  feparate  fpirits,  wait- 
ing, either  with  joyful  hope,  or  infupportable  a- 
xnazement,  for  the  revelation  of  the  day  of  God, 
Arife,  therefore  and  come  away. 
..  It  is  obfervable,  that  hot  hlmfelf,  though  he 
fully  believed  there  fhould  be  a ,  performance  of 
thofe  things  that  w^re  told  him,  yet  made  not  tb^t 
hafte  to  get  out  of  Sodom,  which  the  cafe  rcquir- 
ted.  For  "While  he  lingered,  the  men  laid  hold  u- 
pon  his  hand,  and  upon  the  hand  of  his  two  daugh- 
ters, the  Lord  being  merciful  to  him :  and  they 
brought  him  forth  and  fet  him  without  the  city." 

How  apt  is  the  finner  to  linger,  and  to  defer  his 
repentance  i  How  often  is  God  forced,  as  it  were, 
to.  arreft  him,  by  iicknefs,  or  fome  grievous  cala- 
mity, and  fo  to  drag4iim  from  perdition  !  And  O 
how  merciful  is  the  Lord  to  th^t  man  whom,  by 

any 
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my  means,  however  psioful  and  «ffliffin|^  he 
briageih  fonh  into  fafety,  aad  ^<  ietteth  hioi  with- 
out the  city  I**  Let  fuch  an  one  hear  the  voice  of  hiA 
gracioas  Deliverer  faying  to  iim  in  the  pttOm  of 
Lot,  »  Efcape  fof  thy  life ;  look  not  behind  thee^ 
neither  ftay  thou  in  ail  the  plaint  eTcape  to  the 
mounuin,  left  thoil  be  eonAimed~-»i»£i€a^  O  fitt^ 
tier,  for  thine  eternal  life;  look  not  behind  thee 
<in  the  pleafures  thou  haft  left,  neither  let  thine  aS* 
fcSions  ftay  upon  the  earth )  efcape  to  the  holf 
inountain,  left  thon  be  conf«med  with  the  world. 

Lot,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  efcape  to  the 
mountain,  intercedes  for  the  prefervation  of  a  littM 
city  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sodom,  and  is  accept 
ted  concerning  it,  God  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
fay,  «  Hafte  thee,  efcape  thither,  for  I  cannot  dd 
any  thing  till  thou  be  come  thither.  Therefera 
the  name  of  the  city  was  called  Zoar^*  that  is,  thtf 
tkttt  city. 

'  Thus,  in  times  df  public  calamity,  titdre  is  ofteft 
feme  little  Zoai^  provided  for  them  that  kyve  God^ 
where  they  are  w<Aiderfully  preferved  from  thd 
judgments  that  fall  on  their  country  and  their  kin^i 
dred.  The  Roman  armies,  which  furrounded  Je* 
rufalem,  to  execute  on  it  the  vengeance  predijted^ 
drew  off,  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  as  if  their 
defign  had  been  to  give  the  Chriftians,  contained 
within  its  walls,  an  opportunity  of  withdrawing  t6 
a  little  adjoining  city,  called  Pclla,  which  proved  it 
Zoaf  to  them,  &om  whtmce  they  beheld  the  Rochan 
eagles  fiy  again  to  their  defined  prey,  to  be  left  no 
more  till  they  had  devoured  it.  And  what  is  the 
church  upon  earth,  hut  a  Zoar,  a  littfe  city  (is  it 
not  a  little  one  ?)  fpared  at  the  interceffion  6i  ka 
Lord  ?  Here  the  penitent,  nw  yet  ftrong  enough 
to  efcape  to  the  heav^y  mountaini.findetlkreft 
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lUQjd  refireihrnent)  and  is  iiivigprated  to  purfue  hit 
journey*  Hither  let  him  efcape,  and  hb.i0ul  Qxikl 
live.  "  . 

Bui;  let  him  bear  in  mmd,  that  in  making  his  e{^ 
fpapc»  perfeverance  alor^e  can.fe^pre  him*  **  He 
that  endureth  to  the  end,"  and  he  only,  <^  fliall  b^^ 
faved/'  Of  the  four,  .wl^o  left  Sodof^,.one  periih* 
ed  by^the  way,  in  heart  and  affe^ipn  turping  l^ack 
torthe  foriiken  city* ,  Within  light  9f  Zoar  ftandf 
9  pillar  of. fait,  «<  the  mohucnent  (faith  the  aiuhof 
of  the  book  of  Wifdoi^o)  of  an  unbelieving  foul."  *- 
<<  No  -man  having  put  Eis  hand  to  the  plough,  and 
{ookii^g  back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom. of  God/'f 
f«  Remember  Lot's  wife.'fl 

i  :Th^  hour  was  now  come,  when  Sodom,  the  gzf, 
the  hsmghty  -Sodom,  ihould  be  no  more.  <f  Xho 
fun  was  rHen  upon  the  earth,  when  Lot  entered 
into  Zoar.  Then  the  L'ord  rained  upon  SoJom 
«nd  upon  Gomorrah  brimftone  and  fire  from  the 
jLiOi{d  out  of  heaven.  And  he  .overthrew  thofe 
^ties,  and  all  the  plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
liie  cities,  and  that  which  grew  upon  the  ground*,- 
In  this  manner,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  above  cited 
atuthor,  **  Wnen  the  ungodly  peri fhed,  wisdom 
fielivered  the  righteous  man,  who  fled  from  the 
£re  which  fell  upon  the  cities,  of  whofe  wicked- 
iiefs,  even  to  .this  day,  the  waAe  land  that  fmoketi\ 
is  a  teftimonj,,  and  plants  bearing  fruit  that  neve^ 
come  to  ripencfs."  || 

^  «  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Lot,  fo  {hall  it  be  alfo 
in  t)ie  days  of  the  Son  of  man ;  §  when  that  laft 
iQorning  £hall  dawn,  and  the  fun  of  Righteonfnefs 
ihall  arife  in  glorious  majefty  upon  the  earth.  No 
Sooner  ihall  he  make  his  appearance,  than  the  hea- 
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ipcns,  being  on  fire  at  his  pr^fencc,  fliatl  be  dJflbl^ 
ved^  and  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife ;  the  earth 
alfdy  with  the  works  that  are  therein,  ihall  be  burnt 
lip.  Tlien  fliall  be  fulfilled  that  which  was  fpbkctt 
by  the  Pfalmift,  in  terms  evidently  borrowed' from 
the  hiftory  before  us  5  ««  Upon  the  ungodly  he  ihall 
rain  fire  and  brimftone,  ftorm  and  tempeft:  th» 
(hall  be  theisr  portion!"  *  And  it  may  be  obfervcd; 
that  St  John,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  prophecy ,:  dc^ 
fcribing  the  dcftruftion  of  the  ungodly,  refcrrcth 
iikewife  to  the  overthroi*^  of  Sodom  artd  Gomorrah^ 
which,  as  St  Jude  informeth  us,  <«  are  fet  forth  for 
an  example,"  or  figure,  *<  fuffering  the  vengeance 
of  eternal  fire."  f  In  the  xx.  chapter  of  the  Reve^ 
iation,  we  view  the  Antic'hriftlan  powers  making 
war  againfb  the  church,  «  encompaffing  the  cainp 
of  the  faints,  and  the  beloT^ed  city,"  the  habitation 
of  the  great  King,  as  the  men  of  Sodom  furround* 

fc  ed  the  houfe  where  the  facrcd  gtiefls  wcne  lod-^ 
ged'.  After  which,  it  is  faid— "  And  fire  came 
down  fromJGod  out  of  heaven,  and  devoured  thkm^ 
And  the  devil,  that  deceived  them,  was  caft  into 
the  LAKE  OF  FIRE  AKD  BRIMSTONE  (an  expreffioii 
plainly  alluding  to  the  lake  Afpbaltites,  or  the 
dead  fea)  where  the  beaft  and  the  falfe  prophet  are^ 
and  fhall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for  ever  and 

*  ever."  What  Sodom  is,  the  world  fhall  be :  and 
at  the  lafl  day,  when  we  fhall  arife,  and  look  to« 
ward  the  place,  where  its  eochanting  pleafures  and 
delights^  its  dazzling  beauties  and  glories  once  ex- 
ifled,  as  <<  Abraham  arofe  in  the  morning,  and 
looked  toward  Sodom  and  Gomori^ah,  and  toward 
all  the  cities  of  the  plain,"  we  fhall  behold  a  fight 
like  that  which  prefented  itfelf  to  the  patriarchy 

B^  -    ««The 
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**  The  findce  of  th«  countrf  goiog  up  as  the  fmoke 
of  a  fbriiace  ?'* 

But  the  fame  all  gracious  and  ODerciful  God|  whoy, 
^  when  he  deftroyed  the  cities  of  the  plain,  remem* 
heitd  Abraham,  and  fent  Lot  out  of  the  midfl  of 
th^  overthrow,''  when  he  ihall  dedroythis  plac^ 
iwherein  we  dwell,  will  remember  the  true  Abrahami^ 
f*  the  father  of  us  all,'*  our  Redeemer  aod  Intercef* 
for ;  and  for  his  fake,  if  we  now  repent,  and  be* 
Kcvc  in  him,  will  fave  us,  in  that  day,  from  the 
r^ins  of  a  burning  world,  and  from  thofe  firet 
which  are  never  \o,  be  extinguifhed  ^  that  fo,  being 
4divered  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  admitted  tQ 
a  participation  of  the  felicities  of  his  kingdom,  we 
atiaf-  there,  with  angeb  and  archangels,  amd  the 
whole  conipany  of  the  vedeemed,  glorify  lum  for 
his  mercy,  through  the  endlefs  ages  of  a  ble£fed 
eternity  |.  s^cnUng,  as  is  due,  to  the  mcA  holy  an4 
adorable  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft^ 
three  perfons  co-equal  and  co^ternal,  all  honour 
amd  pdwerj  nightj^  majefty,  and  dominiocift  for  cvei^ 
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.  Awaie^  ihou  that  Jleepefl^  and  arife  from  the  ieai^ 
and  Chrifi  Jbatl  give  thee  light. 

VV  E  are  now  in  the  midft  of  that  hallowed  fea* 
fon,  when  the  churchy  by  the  voice  of  all  her  holjr 
iervices,  calleth  the  world  to  repentance,  frou  the 
riling  of  the  fun  to  the  going  down  thereof.  And' 
if  ever  iherd  was  an  inftttution  calculated  to  prp->^ 
inote  the  glory  of  God,  by  forwarding  the  falvatioa 
of  msiTiy  it  is  this  appointment  of  a  certain  fet  time 
for  all  perfons  to-  conlider  their  ways^  to  break  off" 
their  fins,  and  to  return  from  whence  they  have 
fallen  through  the  infirmities  of  the  fiefh  and  the 
prevalence  of  temptation.  Eor  though  moft  certain 
it  is,  that  forrow  fhould  be  the  conikint  attendant 
upon  (in,  and  Jajly  tranfgreflions  call  for  daily  pe- 
rtttence,  yet  fatal  experience  coavinces  us  of  ano- 
ther truth  no  lefs  certain,  that  in  a  body  fo  frail,  and 
a  world  fo  corrupt,  cares  and  pkaAiresfoon  opprefV^ 
the  heart,  and  inienfibly  bring  on  the  iliimbers  oF 
liflleilhefs  and  negligence  as  to  its  fpiritual  con*-* 
cerns,,  whkh,  unlefs  d^fllpated  and  difperfed  bj 
frequently  repeated  admonitions,  will  at  length  feal 
It  up  in  the  deep  ileep  of  a  final  impenitence.  It 
was  wifely  fbrefeen,  that  iho«ld  the  finner  be  per- 
mitted to  refervc  to  bimfelf  the  choice  of  a  cmveni^ 
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em  feafifu  wherein  to  turn  ftom  fin  to  right^oui^ 
liefs,  that  eottvenunt  foafim  would  sever  come  \  and 
that  the  fpecious  plea  of  keeping  evei^y  day  holy 
alike  would  often  be  found  to^cover  adefign  oV 
keeping  none  holy  at  all.     It  feemed  good  there- 
fore to  the  churph  to  fix  a  ftated  time,  in  which 
men  might  enter  upon  the  great  work  of  their  re- 
pentance.    And  what  time  could  have  been  felec-- 
ted  with  greater  propriety  than  this  Lenten^   or- 
S/n'/jg*  feafon,  when  univerfal  nature,  awaking  from 
her  wintry  fleep,  and  coming  out  of  deformity,  and 
a  courfe  of  penance,  impofed  for  the  tranfgreflion 
of  man,  her  lord  and  mafter,  is  about  to  rife  firoA. 
the  dead,  and,  putting  on  her  garments  of  glory 
and  beauty,  to  give  us  a  kind  of  prelude  to  the  re-^ 
hbvation  of  all  things  ?  So  that  the  whole  creatioiii 
Inoft  harmonioufly  accompanicth  the  voice  of  the- 
fchurch,  as  that  fwectly  accopdeth  to  the  call  of  the- 
Apoftle,   "  Awake,   thou  that  fleepeft,  and  ariie^ 
from  the  dead,  and  CRrift  fhall  give  thee  light** 

Thefe  lively  and  animating  words,  the  peculiar 
force  and  energy  of  which  it  would  be  an  affront . 
to  every  underAanding  and  every  heart  to  point 
out,  like  the  found  of  that  wakeful  herald  of  the- 
morning,  which  once  called  Peter  to  repentance, 
and  which,  daily  admoniihing  the  world  of  the: 
Ton's  approach,  calls  up  the  inhabitants  thereof,  td- 
behold  the  brightnefs  of  his  rifing,  and  to  walk  vx 
his  light,  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  finncr,  as  tth 
one  nft  holden  in  the  bands  of  fleep,  exhorting^ 
him  to  awake  and  look  up,  becaufe  the  night  is  far 
fpent,  the  day  is  at  hand  ;  and  feem  to  be  an  evan* 
Igelical  paraphrafe  of  that  paffage  in  the  prophefe 
Ifaiah,  which  is  a  fpiritual  application  of  the  moft 
beautiful  and  magnifictnt  image  in  nature,  the  rifing 

of 
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af!tbe  fun  upon  the  carth»  vnth  its  t&€ti  .add  cdi^ 
ftqaences>  "  AHfe,  ihine^  for  thy  ii^ht  is  comcp, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  tbee.*^ 
'  The  text  then,  upon  examination,  will  be  fomd? 
to  imply  this  much,  that  the  world,  wkho«t  rG«< 
pentance  and  feith  in  Qhrift,  is  in  a  ftate  of  ^nl* 
a^s,  infinfibiUtjy  and  delujion^  tor  fucb*  b  the  ftale-^ 
of  tKem  that^^^  We  will  take,  a  "view  therefore* 
of  each  of  thefe  particulars. 

-  And  firft,  thefe  words  plainly  iuppofe  the  per-* 
ibn  to  whom  tliey  are  addrefied  to  be  in  a  Aate  of: 
iarknrfs.  For  "they  who  flccp  (as  the  Apoftle  elfe* 
where  obferveth)  fleep  in  the  night,**  which  is  tho: 
time  of  darknrfs  and  therefore  the  feaion  for  re* 
pofe.  When  the  fhadows  of  the  evening  are  ftrctch-*- 
ad  our/,  and  the  earth,  turning  away  from  tl^o^ 
fim,  iinketh  intarhe  ihadow  of  death,  and  tbere- 
fcy  lofeth  all  i^  form  and  comeltnefs  \  when  the* 
Teilj  that  is^xaft  over  the  face  of  nature,. oblitera^- 
teth  tb^  variety  of  colours  which  owe  their  being 
to  the  light,  and  aboliihcth  all  the  diftinOion  of 
obje£h  thence  ariimg^  introducing  a  joylcl^  and  un- 
comfortable uniformity,  and  rendering  it  imppifible^ 
jfbr  any  to"  go  forth  to  their  labteu'  j**  when  *«  the 
-^ight  cometh,  in.  which  none  can  worl^,"'  Ihen  it 
1^  that.deep  fleep^£»Ueth  upon  man.  -  Here  thero« 
ficnre  we  bave«  according  to  the  text,  a  reprefeota* 
tion  of  the  ftate  into  which  the  foul  is  caft  by  fin^ 
and  in  which  it  continueth,  till  recovered  out  of  tt 
by  repentance  and  faith.  *<  Uarknefs,''  as  faith  tb^ 
prophet  Ifaiahy '  ^  covereth  th^  earth,  ami  grofs 
darknefs  the  people/'  Midmght  overwhclmetfau 
aot  the  earth  with  a  grofler  darkneis,  than  that 
iidiich  is  iuperinduced  upon  the  heart  or  man^ 
Hvhen  it  d^parteth  from  God,  and  is  turned  away 
from  iu  Makers.    <V lie  that  foUoweth.noc  Chri& 

walketh 
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walketh  indarknefs/'  becaufe  the-light  of  life  fhlneilh 
no  longer  upon  his  tabernade.  ,  When  he  has  Uflr- 
fight  of  the  Sua  of  Righteoofnefsi  wifdom  ibon  fa«. 
dieth  away,  and  under ftanding  periihethy  and  coun* 
felis  brought  to^  nought^  and  the  diAini^ions  of 
good  and  evil  are  confounded.     And  now  the  man,, 
walking  in  darknefs,  and  not  knowing  whither  be 
goeth,  prefently  groweth  weary  and  faint  m  his* 
mind ;  whencei  as   naturar^darkneis  bringeth  on 
A^^Pf  ignoraneey  which  is  the  cfarknefs^  of  the  un- 
derflanding,  becometh  the  parent  of  indolence  and 
ii(ia6livicy)  and  cafteth  men  by  degrees  into  that 
deep  deep,  which  is  a  fufpeniion  of  the  powers  and 
faculties  of  the  foul  from  the  work  of  the  fpiritual 
Ufe,  as  natural  reft  is  a  fufpenfion  of  the  m|feber» 
of  the  body  from  the  labours  of  the  anina^p'tlfe. 
This  is  the  night  when  no  man  can  work  out  his» 
falfation,  for  lack  of  knowledge^  and  the  worlds  in 
this  ftate^  may  not  unfitly  be  reiembled  to  the  king* 
dom  of  Egypty  during  the  three  days  of  thick  dark- 
nefs,  when  it  is  obfcrved,  that  "  no  one  ftirred  from 
his  place."     Such  is  the  condition  of  thofe^  wbOi  id 
the  proper  and  exa£t  language  of  holy  writ^  are 
iaid  fo  SIT  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  ihadow  of  death/' 
no  one  moving  from  his  place  to  go  forth  to  his 
work,  01*  to  walk  in  the  way  that  leadeth  unto  life» 
In  this  comfortleis  lituation  was  the  whole  world  at 
the  coming  of  Chrift  ^  and  every  man,  whom  the 
concerns  or  the  pleafures  of  this  life  keep  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures^  and  the  wifdom  there- 
in contained,  and  fo  rerider  negligent  in  the  bufi- 
Bt{s  of  working^  out  his  own  falvation,.  and  contri- 
buting his  utmoft  towards  forwarding  that  of  others^ 
every  fuch'man  is  fo  far  rekpfed  into  the  fame  fi- 
tuation,  and  ftandeth.4n  need  of  the  Apottolical 
callt  <<  Awakfi^  thou  that  OsepeA^''    .. . 

But 
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Bot  fecoadly,  The  text  plainly  intimates  to  ii«» 
that  the  finncr,  or  man  of  the  worlds  to  whom  i% 
addreifes  itfelf  as.  to  one  fteeping,  is  in  a  ftate  of 
infenfibiliiy*  For  no  fooner  has  deep  taken  poflc& 
lion  of  any  ooe»  but  forthwith  ail  the  fenfes  arf 
locked  up,  andhe  neither  feet h,  heareth^  fmelleth^ 
taftethy  or  feeleth  any  thing.  Incapable  of  being 
affected  with  what  pafles  in  the  worLd,  regardle£|^ 
of  every  thing  that  relates  to  his^real  intereft  in  life^ 
and  no  longer  fuiceptible  of  pleafure  or  pain,  yaf 
or  grief,  from  the  objefts  which  produce  thofe  fen-f 
fations  in  others  who  are  awake,  he  becometh  Ukr 
unto  them  that  are  gone  down  to  the  chambers  oT 
the  grave,  and  fieep  in  the  duft  of  the  earthi 
Wherefore  the  Apoftle  iaith,  ufingfleepand  deatl^ 
as  fynonymoos  terms,  ^<  Awake,  thou  that  sleef* 
EST,  and  arife  from  the  dcad."  This  addrcis  tbere^ 
foTc  to  the  finner,  or  man  of  the  world,  is  fouodf 
ed  upon  a  fuppofitioa,  that  the  ionA^  by  fin  aa4 
the  love  of.  the  world,  is  caft  into  the-faase  ftatt 
of  iafenfibility  with  regard  to  things  heaivenlji,  ttm^ 
the  body  is  i%  while  fleepiag,  wkh  regaoxl  to  things 
earthly;  a  ftate  in  which  its  fpiruual  fenfes^ 
thofe  fenfes  which  the  Apoftle  tdls  tts  ihdubt 
be  '^  exa*cifed  to  difecm  good  and  evil,''  arr 
feated  up,  and  admit  of  no  impreffion  from  their 
proper  objefts.  And  that  this  is  in  truth  the  cafi;^ 
9  curfory  view  of  the  ideas  transferred  in  Scripture 
from  the  bodily  fenies,  as  rendered  i»iifit  for  their 
refpe^live  ufes  by  fleep,  to  the  powers  and  operas 
lions  of  the  mind,  as  impeded  by  fins,  wUl  quickljp 
convince  U5« 

The  prophet  Ifiiiah,  deferibbg  his  wretched  coun^ 
Irymen,  in  their  ftate  of  apoftacy  and  obdurucy  of 
heart,  fays  of  them, «  The  Lord  hath  pouredout  upoa, 
|ou  the  fpirit  o£  deep  ikep^  and  hmib  doled  your 
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cyfcs,**     Prcfcnt  the  moft  finiflied  and  beautifnl  pic- 
ture before  the  eyes  of  a  perfon  afleep ;  he  fees  no 
more  of  it  than  if  it  was  not  there.     And  how  of- 
ten are  the  pidtires  of  our  fin  and  deformity,  and 
the  tightcoufhefs  and  beauty  of  the   Redeemer, 
drawn  by  the  pencil  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Scriptures 
b(  truth,  how  often  are  they  ofiered  to  the  under- 
ftandings  of  men,  who  yet  fee  neither?  And  why?, 
Becaufe  *«  a  fpirit  of  deep  fleep,"  induced  by  their 
attachment  to  foraetbing  in  the  world,  that  comes 
in  competition  with  the  doftrines  or  precepts  of 
*he  Gofpel,  «  is  fallen  upon  them,**  fo  that  "*  ha- 
ving eyes  they  fee  not«"     Go  into  the  chamber  of 
him  that  fleepeth,  and  read  unto  htm  a  piece  of 
the  moft  interefting  news,  play  him  the  fu^ceteft 
notes  on  the  fincft  mftrument,  or  found  the  loud- 
cft  and  fhrillcft  trumpet  5  while  he  fleeps,  he  hears 
xiofhing.     To  as  little  purpofc  60  the  mihifters  of 
tee  Gofpel  preach  to  the  obdurate  worldling  the 
•'  glad  tidings  of  ^reat  joy,  that  unto  us  is  born  a 
Saviour,*'  or  the  awful  tidings  of  as  great  terror, 
that  «  he  cometh  to  execute  judgment  on  all  that 
are  ungbdly/*    The  heavenly  ftrains  of  love  and 
oiBrcy  founded  .forth  ty  the  harp  of  David,  wheti 
breathed*  on  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Holy  One,  of  the 
pierciftg  trumpet  of  eternal  judgment,  waxing  loud- 
er and  louder  on  the  top  of  Sinai,  are  equally  un- 
heard by  him.     He  fleeps  on  ftill,  and  takes  his 
reft  5  and  therefore,  <«  having  ears,  he  hears  not.* 
OflFcr  td  the  -noftrils  of  one  who  fleepeth  the  moft 
fragrant  fl overs  that  grow,  the  rofe  and  the  lily  in 
their  h^gheft  perfeftion,  or  the  richeft  fpices  jwo- 
•duced  in  the  warmeft  climes  :  the  flowers  have  no 
fragrance,  the  fprces  no  odours  for  him.     And  are 
there  not,  who  take  no  delight  in  that  bleflTed  per- 
fon«  from  the  comfort  a^d  refrefliment  he  aflbrdeth 

ta 
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to  the  droopii^g  fojul^  as, well  as  from  hi^  m^chlefii 
beauty  and  perfection,  ftiled  "  the  rofc  pf  Sbarpn^ 
and  the  li^y  of  the  valiies :"  who  can  perceive  no^ 
«<  fweet  fmelliog  favour  q£  life  unto  4ife,"  in  that 
Cofpf  I  of  peace,  which  is  comparedrunto  <<  piyrrhi 
and  frankincenfe,  and  all'  powders  of  the  mer«- 
chant,?"  Ppen  the  mo:uth.of  hjtn  that  fleepeth,  and 
£11  it  with  the  choiceft  honey/,  you. have  no  thanks 
from  hitni  for  he  tafteth  it  »ot.  As  little  reliflt 
bath  one  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  worldly^mindednefs 
for  thofe  promifes,  which,  when  the  penitent  be- 
liever tafteth,  he  crieth  ouf  in  tranfport,  <<  O  how? 
fweet  are  tl\y  words  p.nto  my  mouth  j.  yea  fweeter 
than  honey  :nntp  my  throat !"  I^aftly,  a  perfon^  duw 
ring  the  time  of  ileep>  feels  no  wounds,  or  bruifeSf 
and  pafTes  imperceptibly  into  ^he  regions  of  death* 
And  this  is  the  very  apoftolical  defcription  of  haiv? 
dened  finners,  who  have  given  thcmfelves  over  to 
lafcivioufnefs,  to  work  all  uncleafinefs  with  greed-^ 
inefs:^  they  ace  faid  to  be'  ^«  paft  feeling,  .having 
their  confcience  feared  with  a  hot  iron/'  *  .  Awa- 
kenfd  by  the  iires  which  burn  for  the  impenitent* 
they  feel  at  laA  the*  avenging  hand  of  an  angry  God^ 
and  lift  up  their  eyes  in  thofe  torments,  which  will 

.  forbid  the  doling  them  any  more  for  ever. 

Thirdly,  It  appears  from  the  text  before .  US| 
that  the  world  Is  in  a  ftate  of  delufton;  for  fuch  is 
the  ftate  of  them  that  fleep.  lo.  all  things  that 
really  concern  them  they  ?ire  infenfible,  but  they 

^  are.ean^^ly  employed,  meanwhile,  in  a  fhadqwy 
fantaftic  fccne  of  things,  which  has  no  e^^ifteuc^ 
but  in  {their  imaginations.*  And  to.  what  can 
the  life  of  many  a  man  be  fo  fitly  compared,  a^ 

^  tp  .  a  dream  ?   What   are   the  •  vain    employments 

and  amufements  of  muUitufles,   but  '<  viiions  of 

'.  ,.  :  ,.     ,  .the 
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the  night  ?  And  is  not  he  who  wafleth  his  tlin^ 
«Dd  breath  in  relating  the  hUVory  of  them,  ^<  as 
«  nfan  telling  a  dream  to  his  fellow  ?"  Is  a  dream 
made  up  of  illufive  images^  falfe  ob^efb  and  ptir« 
foits,  falfe  hc^es,  and  falfe  feara  ?  So  is  the  life  of 
«  man  of  the  world.  Now  he  exults  in  vifionarjr 
hlifsy  now  he  is  racked  with  difquietudes  created 
)>7  his  own  fancy.  Ambition  ftratns  every  nerr^ 
to  climb  to  a  height  that  is  ideal,  till  with  all  the 
€agemefs'of  defire,  grafping  at  the  fummtt,  fhe 
Ieem3  to  feel  herfelf  half  dead  by  a  faH  that  is  as 
touch  fo ;  fince  neither  if  a  man  be  in  power,  is  he 
If  ally  and  in  the  fight  of  Govl  the  greater;  nor  if 
be  be  out  of  power,  is  he  the  lefs.  Avarice  flies 
with  fear  and  trembling  from  a  poverty  of  which 
there  is  no  danger,  and  with  infinite  anxiety  and 
jfblicitude  heapeth  up  riches  that  have  no  ufe.  And 
while  pleafure  is  incefiantly  ihtfttng  her  painted 
fi:cnes  before  the  fancies  of  the  gay,  infidelity  of« 
ten  times  feduceth  th(^  imaginations  of  the  ferious 
»  and  contemplative  into  the  airy  regions  of  abdrac^^ 
tion,  fetting  tbem  to  conftrud  intelleAual  fyftems, 
without  one  }utt  idea  of  the  fpiritual  world,  and  to 
delineate  fchemes  of  religion,  exclufive  of  the  true 
God  and  his  difpenfatiofis.  Thus  doth  man  walk 
in  a  vain  fhadow,  and  dilquieteth  himfelf  in  vain, 
like  one  endeavouring  to  win  a  race  in  his  fleep^ 
ftill  ilriving  after  that  which  he  cannot  attain  unto, 
lb  long  as  he  experts  to  find,  a  folid,  fubdantial, 
and  durable  comfort  in  any  thing  but  <<  the  king* 
dom  of  God^  and  his  righteoufnefs." 

Again.  -Is  a  dream  ever  wandering  from  one 
thing  to  another  that  has  no  connection  with  it, 
and' p^ died  up  of  a  thoufand  inconfiftencieS)  with^ 
oot  beginning,  middle,  or  end  ?  Not  more  fo  than 
thie  life  of  him,  who^  being  devoted  to  the  worlds 

and 
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^isbd  at  the  mercy  of  hb  paffions,  is  now  -in  fott 
chafe  after  one  fliadow,  now  after  another  ;  fo  con* 
tinudlly  vary tng  and  changing,  and  yet  withal  fo  uni* 
iormly  triflkig  and  iniigniiicant  in  ail  his  ientimeats 
lind  proceedings,  that  were  the  tranfaftions  of  Jus 
days  noted  down  in  a  book,  it  niay  be  queftioned^ 
whether  a  dream  would  not  appear,  upon  the  com« 
parifon,  to  be:  a  fenfible  and  regular  compofition. 

Once  more.  Is  a  dream  fleering  and  tranfitory^ 
Infomuch  that  a  whol^  night  paiTeth  away  in  it  at 
ene  hour,  nay  as  one  minute,  fince,  during  fleepy 
we  havd  no  idea  of  the  fucceffion  of  time  ?  And 
what  is  a  life  of  fourfcore  years^  when  looked  back 
tipon  ?  "It  is  but  as  yefterday,  feeing  it  is  paft  as 
a  watch  in  the  night."  How  beautifully  is  the 
fading  nature  of  all  thofe  things,-  on  which  worldly 
ftien  plaice  their  afFcdtions,  fet  forth  to  us  in  the 
Jioly  Scriptures,  under  this  moft  expreffivc  image  I 
**  Knowei^  not  thou  this  of  old  (fays  Zophar  in  Job) 
fince  man  was  placed  upon  the  earth,  that  the  trU» 
tsmphing  of  the  wicked  is  ihort,  and  the  joy  of  the 
hypocrite  but  for  a  moment  ?  Though  his  excel* 
Icfncy  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  and  his  head  reach 
Unto  the  clouds  yet  he  (Hall  periih  for  ever  like  his 
own  dung:  they  who  have  feen  him  fliall  fay, 
Where  b  he  ?  He  (hall  %  away  as  a  dream,  and 
fhall  not  be  founds  yea  he  fhall  be  chafed  axvay 
as  a.viiion  of  the  night."  *  *•  I  was  envious  (fays 
the  Plaimill)  at  the  foolifh,  I  faw  the  profperi* 
ty  ,of  the  wicked.  Their  eyes  ftand  -  out  with 
fatnefs:  -they  have  more  than  heart  could 'wifli 
i — Behold,  th^fe  are  the  ungodly  that  profper  in 
the  worlds  they  increafe  in  riches."  f  The  fight  at 
firft  daggered  his  faith,  and  he  was  tempted  sdmoft 
to  diAruit  the  promifes  of  God  made  to  the  righte* 
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ous.  ^  Verily,  I  have  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vaio; 
and  wafhed  my  hands  in  Innocency.  But  when  he 
went  into  the  fanftuary  of  God/'  and  confulted  the 
divine  orades,  as  we  all  fhould  do,  upon  thefe  mat*- 
tcrs,  then  he  **  faw  the  end  of  fuch  men,"  and  the 
tranfient  nature  of  that  wealth  which  had  excited 
bas  envy.  <<  How  are  they  brought  into  defolatton 
as  in  a  moment ;  they  are  utterly  confumed  with 
terrors  !  As  a  dream  when  one  awaketh,  fo,  O 
Lord,  (halt  thou  make  their  image  to  vanifh." 
And  was  the  tafk  enjoined  us,  to  defcribe  that  di£> 
appointment  and  wretched  emptinefs  which  the 
toiferably  deceived  foul .  of  him  who  lives  and  die* 
in  carnality  and  worldly  minded nefs  will  experience 
upon  the<  moment  of  her  feparation  from  the  body, 
what  words  could  we  find  for  the  purpofe,  like 
thefe  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah  ?  "  It  fhall  be  as  when 
a  hungry  man  dreanieth,  and  behold  he  eateth ; 
but  he  awaketh  and  his  foul  is  empty ;  or  as  when 
a  th^fty  n^zn  dreameth,  and  behold  he  drinketh ; 
t^ut  he  awaketh,  and  behold  he  is  faint,  and  his 
foul  hath  appetite,"  *  remaining  altogether  uhfatis- 
,  fied  with  the  pleafures  which  he  Teemed  for  a  while 
to  enjoy.  Such  a  ilate  of  delufton  is  the  ftate  of  the 
li^orld;  fo  vain,  fo  incoherent,  fo  tranfitory,  arc 
the  fchemes  and  defigns  of  worldly  men  :  and  how- 
ever important  they  may  appear  to  the  projeftors 
of  them,  at  the  time,  yet  moi^  certain  it  is,  that 
ifhat  the  Scripture  faith  of  Pharoah,  may  be  faid^ 
with  equal  truth,  at  the  death  of  every  man,  who 
has  fpent  his  days  in  things  pertaining  to  this  life 
^only ;  **  So  he  awoke,  and  behold^  it  was  a  dream !" 
But  it  is  high  time  to  change  this  gloomy Jbenc 
for  one  that  is  more  agreeable.  Permit  me,  there- 
fore, to  contrail  the  foregoing  defcription  of  the 

ftate 
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ftate  of  man,  a  ftranger  to  repentance  and  faitli  in 
Chrift,  with  one  of  the  oppofite  ftate,  to  which  wc 
are  called  in  tl)e  text;  «  Aixrake,  thou  that  fleep- 
eft,  ^nd  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  fhall  give 
thee  light." 

And  firft,  the  fincere  penitent,  who  really  and 
truly  turns  from  fin  to  righteouiiiefs  and  from  the 
world  to  Chrift,  paftes  from  darknefs  to  ligbt.  He 
undergoes  a  cWnge,  like  that  made  in  man  and  in 
univejrfal  nature  by  the  dawning  of  the  morning,, 
when  there  is  a  refurreftion  of  both.  Foir  then  it 
is,  t]>at  man  awaketh  out  of  a  ileep,  and  arifeth  as 
it  were  from  the  dead,  to  behold  the  light  looking 
forth  of  the  windows  of  the  eaft,  and  the  day  break- 
ing upon  the  tops  of  the  hills ;  at  which  time  the 
fhadows  fly  away,  and  the  clouds,  parting  afunder, 
open  a  pafiage  for  that  life-giving  luminary,  whole 
appearance  the  expectation  of  the  creature  impa- 
tiently walteth  for.  The  fuur  **  that  marvellous 
inftrument  of  the  Moft  High,^  arifeth  in  glorious, 
m^jefty,  difcloiing  and  adorning  all  things  in  Ixea'^ 
ven  and  earth.  And  now,  the  darknefs  is  paft». 
and  the  light  fhineth,  to  the  end  that  all  who  are 
r-ifen  may  go  forth  to  their  work,  and  to  their  la* 
bour,  until  the  evening.  So  is  it  likewife  in  the 
repentance  of  a  finner.  At  the  powerful  call  of 
God,  whether  by  his  word  read  or  preached,  by 
the  admonition  of  charitable  friends,  by  fbme  happy 
ijticident,  or  change  of  fortune,  by  the  death  of 
others,  or  the  Ccknefs  of  the  party  himfelf — for 
various  are  the  methods  made  uie  of  by  divine  Pro- 
vidence  for  this  gracious  purpofe^ — at  the.  powerful 
call  of  God,  he  awaketh  to  righteoufnefs,  and  find* 
eth  himfcU  in  a  new  world.  He  perceiveth  that^ 
through  the  tender  meycy  of  God^  the  day-fpr^g 
from  on  high  hath  viiited  him,  to  give  unto  him. 

C  2  the 
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the  knowledge  of  falvation  for  the  reniiffion  of  hf» 
fios,  concerning  which  he  was  befote  in  darknefa 
and  the  fhadow  of  .death.  But  now,  all  the  fba- 
dows  of  his  former  ignorance  fly  away,  all  his  earth- 
ly prejudices  and  paflions  are  overcome,  and  dif. 
|ierfing  like  the  clouds  before  the  morning  fun,  the 
way  is  prepared  for  the  iSun  of  Righteoufnefs  ra 
arife  upon  him.  By  his  glorious  lights  all  the  dif- 
penfations  of  God,,  in  heaven  and  upon  earth,  are 
xnade  manifei^ ;  and  the  man,  being  arifen  to.a  life 
of  grace,  goeth  forth  to  the  work  of  his  lalvation, 
and  to  his  labour  of  love,  until  the  evening  of  his 
day* 

Secondly,  A  linner  by  repentance  is  brought  ouit 
of  a  ftate  of  infenjibility  into  one  of  JtnfbUity.  Na 
fooner  is  a  perfon  awaked  out  of  ileep,  but  he  finds 
hirafeH"  endued  with  the  ufe  of  all  his  i'enfes,  powers, 
and  faculties*  He  walketh  abroad,  and  his  eyes  are 
bleffed  with  a  fight  of  the  whole  creation  rifen  with 
him  from  the  dead,  and  rejoicing  in  the  glorious 
light  fhining  upon  it  from  above.  •  Heiurveys  that 
lovely  variety  which  difplays  itfelf  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and- beholds  the  beauty  and  brightneis 
of  the  firmament  of  heaven.  Cut  chiefly  his  atten-. 
tion  is  fixed  on  the  Great  Ruler  of  the  day,  who 
gives  live  and  coaielinefs  to  all  things  li is  ears 
are  entertained  with  the  mufic  of  the  birds  of  the 
air,  who  fail  not  with  their  fprightlieft  notes  to  fa- 
lute  the  filing  fun  j  and  his  noitrils  are  rcfreihed 
With  the  grateful  imell  i'ent  forth,  in  the  hour  o£ 
prime,  from  the  ground  and  its  productions.  He 
is  prepared  to  tafre  wrth  delight  the  food  attbrded 
hi(n  by  the  bounty  of  God ;  and  no  p^i/t  of  his. 
body  is  without  the  fenlation  proper  and  j^ceflary 
for  it..  Similar  to  this  is  the  alteration  which  takes 
place  ia  the  foul  of  the  hiuTjble  pen^itent,  when  at 

the 


THE  SINNER  CALLEIX  19 

flie  csrll  of  God  he  awakes,  and  arifes  from  the  deadw 
if  the  light  be  fweet,  and  it  be  a  pleafant  thing  to^ 
the  ^7es  to  behold  the  fun,  fweet  to  the  mind  like- 
wife  is  the  light  of  life,  and  a  pleafant  thing  it  is  to* 
the  eyes  of  the  underftanding  to  behold  the  Sun  of 
Rightcoufnefs,  who  beftows  by  his  word  that  divine 
knowledge,  that  heavenly  wifdom,  which  is  to  thenr 
what  the  material  light  vb  to  the  bodily  organs  of 
vilion.     Hereby  the  penitent  believer  is  enabled  to» 
behold  the  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord,  the  migh-- 
ty  things  he  hath  done  for  his  foul,  having  created* 
all  things  anew  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  brought  the 
,world  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light.- 
But  above  all  the  works,  he  is  led  to  contemplatey* 
and  to  adore  the  author  of  them  all ;  to  look  up* 
ftcdfaftly,  with  St  Stephen,  into  heaven,  and  fee^ 
J^fus  enthroned  at  the  right  hjjnd  of  the  Majefty* 
on  high,    enlightening  and  enlivening  all  things- 
with  the  glory  of  his  grace.     And  this  is  what  St 
Paul  fo  earncftly  begs  of  God  for  hisEpheiiari  con- 
verts, that  being  now  awake  from  iin,  they  might 
behold  the  works  and  thiJ  glory  of  the  Redeemer^ 
«  I  ceafe  not,  (ays  he,  to  make  mention  of  you  in. 
ray  prayers,  that  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,. 
the  father  of  glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  fpirit  of 
wifdom  and  revelation,  in  the  knowledge  of  him  ;. 
the  eyes  of  your  underftanding  being  enlightened  ^ 
that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  callings 
a«d  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance: 
in  the  faints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs* 
of  his  power  to  us-ward  who  believe,  according  to» 
the  working  of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  wrought 
in  Chrift,  when  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  and 
fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  fhe  heavenly  pla- 
ces, far  above  all  principality,  and  power,:and  mighty 
and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named  not 
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only  in  this  world,  but  that  which  is  to  come :  an<f 
haih  put  all  tilings  under  his  ft€t,  and  given  hica 
to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  churchi  which 
is  his  body,  the  fulne fs  of  him  wh"o  fillet h  all  in. 
ail."  1  he  hearing  ear  is  another  gift  of  God  to- 
the  iinccre  penitent,  who  is  now  no  longer  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  his  Redeemer,  fpeaking  to  him  by  his 
holy-word,  which  entereth  through  his  tars  in.ta 
his  heart :  he  heart th  and  d c- light eih  in  the  n.elody 
of  praife  and  thankfgiving,  that  mufic  of  the  church, 
that  voice  of  joy  and  health  in  the  dwellings  of  the 
righteous  ;  nay,  faith  carries  him  to  the  door  o£ 
heaven,  where  liftening,  he  heareth  that  ntw  forg, 
and  thofe  everlaftine  Halklnjahs,  in  which  he  one- 
day  hopeth  to  bear  his  part.  And  row,  he  walk- 
Cth  torih  in  the  garden  of  God,  the  Holy  bcripture^. 
to  enjoy  that  fweet  imelling  iavoi  r  of  life  unto  life, 
■which  arifeth  from  the  coiiifortable  promifes  there- 
in contained,  grateful  as  the  fragrance  of  the  holy 
vef^nacnts  in  the  noftrils  of  the  patriarXh,  «  as  the 
fmeli  of  a  f^eld  which  the  Lord  hath  blefii?d."  He 
hungreth  and thirfteth  after  righreoufnefs,  and  hath 
a  true  taOe  and  reliih  for  the  bread  of  life,  info- 
much  that  he  inviteth  ail  men  to  partake  with  him^ 
in  the  words  of  the  Pfaln.ifl ;  **  O  tafte,  and  lee 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious  !"  And  I'uch  is  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  his  foul,  that  as  he  feels  an  exquilltc  de- 
light in  the  tef^imony  of  a  good  confcicnce,  fo  is  he 
pained  at  the  recollection  of  the  leafl  fin ;  nor  caiv 
he  find  any  reft:,  till  he  has  invoked  the  aid  of  the 
great  phyfician  of  fouls  by  fervent  and  importunate- 
prayer,  opened  his  grii  f  to  him  by  a  full  and  free- 
confefiion  of  his  guilt,  and  received  a  pcrfciSl  cure 
from  his  hands,  by  a  frelh  application  of  his  all 
fufficient  nierits. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  The  penitent  is  tranflated  from  a  ftatc 
«f  delujion  to  sl  found  judgment  znd  right  apprehefi/ion< 
of  things,  frotn  fhadows  to  realities";  even  as  one 
awaketh  from  *he  romantic  fcentry  of  a  dream,  to 
behold  all  things  as  thef  really  are,  and  to  do  his 
duty  in  that  rtation  in  which  God  has  placed  him* 
No  fooner  is  a  m^n  awaked  to  righteoufncfs,  and  .. 
rifen  with  Chrift  to  work  out  his  falvation,  but  all 
his  former  vain  and  unprofirable  life  feenieih  as  a 
night  vifion.  When  the  Lord  turner h  tway  the' 
captivity  of  one,  whom  Satan  hath  long  bound  with 
the  chains  and  fetters  of  evil  habits;  wh  n  lie  de-* 
iiyereth  him  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies  to 
ferve  God  witliout  fear;  the  time  of  his  bondage 
under  the  elements  of  the  world,  and  th.*  dominion 
of  fin,  appeareth  as  a  dream,  from  which  lie  now 
findeth  himielf  moli:  happily  awaked  s  av/aked  to 
.the  profpeiSt  of  a  bHli»  that  is  not  viilonary,  of  a 
real  and  lUbllantial  [^ood,  that  melteth  »kot  into  air, 
as  the  flia  io wy  enjoyments  of  this  world  do,  but 
aifordeth  folid  comfort  to  the  perlbn  who  is  poilcfs-  • 
ed  of  it ;  awaked  to  folKow  arter  that  lionour  which 
Cometh  from  God  only,  thoie  riches  which  neither 
moth  nor  ruil  doth  corrupt,  thofe  plcaliires  which 
are  at  God's  right  hand,  and  that  wirUom  which 
makcth  wife  unto  faivation  ;  awaked  to  a  ticady 
and  uniform  puri'uit  of  thcle  glorious  objects,  in- 
ftead  of  thatendleis  deiire  of  novelty  aiid  variety, 
which  Wiearieth  the  men  of  the  world,  leaving  rhem 
always  difappoint^d  of  their  hope ;  in  a  wo  d,  awa- 
ked to  the  knowlrdge  and  love  of  an  inhcr  taacf  in 
light,  that  taderh  not,  but  thai  I  endure  for  ever  in 
heaven,  even  when  the  world  itfclf  Ihail  fly  away 
as  a  dream,  and  the  very  remembrance  of  it  vanifb 
a&  a  viiion  of  the  night. 

If 
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If  therefore  thefe  things  be  fo— and  furely  tfif 
Scriptures  fay  they  are  fo ;  if  the  flate  of  the  fin* 
ner»  or  man  of  the  world,  be  one  of  darknefs,  tnfen» 
Jibility^  and  ddujion  ;  and  if  fuch  a  ftate  be  not  jud- 
ged preferable  to  one  of  lights  and  fenfe^  TiXid  fubjlan^ 
tial  reality ;  let  no  man  be  difobedient  to  the  voice 
of  the  church,  which,  through  the  courfe  of  this 
penitential  feafon,  inceffantly  addreflcth  every  one 
of  her  children ;  "  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted 
time ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation."  A*  "^ 
wake,  therefore,  thou  that  fleepeft:  awake,  airf 
fing,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  duft,  and  mind  earthly 
things :  awake,  O  thou  Chriftian  foul,  and  utt^r 
a^fong  in  praifc  of  him  who  hath  redeemed  thee: 
awake,  awake,  put  on  the  Lord  Jefus  thy  ftrength, 
put  on  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  thy  beautiful  gar- 
ments 5  Ihake  thyfelf  from  the  duft,  and  fet  thy  affec- 
tions on  things  iibove:  the  night  is  far  fpent,  the  day 
is  at  handj  call:  off  therefore  the  works  of  darknefs, 
and  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  light :  arife,  ililne, 
for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is- 
rifen  upon  thee:  arife,  and  ftand  up  from  the  dead,, 
and  Chrift  Ihall  give  thee  the  light  of  lijFe» 

Awakened  by  thefe  repeated  calls,  be  it  our  care* 
to  arife  without  delay  to  newnefs  of  life,  not  fuf- 
fcring  ourfelves,  through  floth  and  indolence,  to* 
relapfe  into  evil  habits,  like  the  fluggard  upon  his 
bed,  who  requireth  always  <*  a  little  more  fleep,  a- 
little  more  flumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  the 
hands  to  fleep."  Let  us  arife  at  the  firft  admo- 
nition, becaufe,  that  being  rejefted,  God  may  not 
vouchfafe  us  another ;  and  there  will  be  more  diffi- 
culty in  obeying  it,  if  he  fliould  do  fo.  Let  us 
therefore  dread  a  relapfc,  and  guard  againft  it. 

For  this  purpofe,  let  us  be  conftantiy  employed  in? 
fimc  good  work,  and  much  of  the  danger  will  be 
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removed ;  fince  liftleffn^sfs  in  the  mindj  like  a  le- 
thargy in  the  body,  is  beA  cured  by  motion,  and 
exercife ;  and  when  temptations  arc  creeping  upoa 
us,  there  is  no  better  method  of  b.cffliiig  and  put- 
ting them  to  flight,  than  by  forcing  ourfelves  ta 
reid,  or  pray,  or  perform  fome  other  work  of  pie- 
ty to  God,  or  charity  to  our  neighbour.  Above 
all  things^  let  us  beware,  that  ftirfeiting  and  excefs 
do  not  opprcfs  and  weigh  down  the  heart,  indu- 
cing flcep  upon  the  foul,  as  well  as  the  bodyl  Let 
us  be  temperate,  let  us  be  fober,  walking  evermore 
as  children  of  the  light,  not  in  rioting  and  drunk-^ 
cnnefs,  not  in  chambering  and  wantonnefs,  not  iix 
firrife  and  envying ;  for  an^thefe  arc  the  works  of 
darkn'efs :  but  that  darknefs  i§  paft,  and  the  true 
light  now  ihineth.  Thus  (hall  we  be  qualified  te. 
fct  and  keep  that  conftant  watch,  which  is  abfo- 
hitely  neceffary  to  perceive  and  repel  the  enemy,  at 
his  firft  approach.  **  What  I  fay  unto  you"  (faitb 
Chrilb  to  his  difciples)  I  fay  unto  all-^ Watch.** 
This  if  we  c^o,  we  (hall  fpend  our  day,  as  it  ought 
|o  be  fpeht,  in  working  out  our  falvation,  and  not 
dream  away,  in  vanity  and  folly,  the  precious  and 
fleeting  hours  allowed  us  for  that  purpofe.  And 
happy,  thrice  happy  the  man,  who,  in  the  evening 
ef  life,  taking  a  furvcy  of  what  is  paft,  (hall  be  able 
to  fay,  wit'i  an  humble  confidence,  as  his.  bleflTcd 
Maimer,  in  the  days  of  his  fleih,  faid  to  the  Fathers^ 
«  1  have  glorified  th£e  on  the  earth,  I  haVc  finiih- 
cd  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do."  His 
botty  ihall  lie  down  in  the  duft  in  perfect  peace,, 
and  reft  in  ho{>e,  till  the  dawning  of  the  g^'eat  dayj. 
when  that  likewife  ihall  receive  its  fummons  from 
heaven,  by  the  voice  of  the  archangel  5  >-*  Awakc^ 
thou  that  flccpeil,,  and  arife  from,  the  dead|,  zjxA 
Chrift  fliaU.8;lve  thee  light." 
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Acts  viii.  34,  35, 


And  the  eunuch  anfwered  Philips  artdfaid^  I  pray  thee^ 

of  whcm  fpcaketh  the  prophet  this  ;  of  himfelf  or  of 

feme  other  man  P  Then  Philip  opened  his  mouthy  and 

began  at  the  fame  Scripture^  and preached^unto  him 

Jesus. 

W  E  are  now  drawing  towards  the  clofc  of  that 
penitential  feafoni  fet  apart  by  the  wifdom  of  the 
church  for  retirement  and,  recoUeAiofii  confefiioa 
and  humiliation^  mortification  and  felf^denial,  me* 
ditatioA  and  devotion ;  to  the  end  that  having  dif^ 
covered  and  caft  out  our  fins,  having  fubdued  pride^ 
and  extinguiftxed  concupifcencei  having  brought 
the  body  into  fubjeAton*  and  rendered  the  fpirit 
tender,  and  humble,  and  holy,  we  might  he  pre- 
pared to  attend  our  biefled  Redeemer,  at. the  ceie* 
brationof  his  laflpafibver;  toaccompanyhimfromthe 
garden  to  the  high  prieft's  palace,  from  thence  to  the 
prxtorlutn,  and  from  thence  to  mount  Calvary;  there 
to  take  our  fVation,  with  the  virgin  mother,  and 
the  beloved  difciple,  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  and 
«<  loolc  on  him  whom  we  have  pierced."  The  hif- 
tory  therefpre  of  the  Ethiopian  nobleman's  conver- 
fion,  eflfefted  by  St  Philip's  expounding  to  him  the 
Uii  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  feemeth  no  improper  fubje& 
whereon  to  employ  our  thoughtSj  at  a  time  when 

the 
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'  tlie  church  is  inforcing  on  us  the  duties  of  repen- 
tance and  faithi'  by  the  fame  argument  which  firfl: 
produced  them  in  the  heart  of  that  illuftrious  per-^ 
fon;  namely,  the  unexampled  forrows  andfuffer-i 
ings  of  the  Son  of  God  for  the  fins  of  the  world  ^ 
to  the  contemplttioh  of  which  is  dedicated  the  great 
and  holy  week  upon  which  we  this  day  enter ;  a 
w^ek,  fpent  in  fuch  a  manner  by  themo£  old  time^ 
as  made  it  evident  to  every  beholder,  that  thefe 
were  "  the  days  in  which  the  bridegroom  was  taken 
away."     For  now  (as  the  ancient  canons  and  con- 
ftitutions   inform   us)  men  gave  over  all  wordly 
employments,  and  making  the  happy  exchange  of 
earth  for  heaven,  betook  themfelvcs  wholly  to  de- 
votion, heightened  and  improved  by  thofe  religious 
exercifes,  which  the  experience  of  pious  men  in 
all  ages  hath  evinced  to  be  conducive^to  that  end. 
DifmiiGng  therefore  from  o^r  thoughts  the  cares 
and  pieafures  of  a  vain  and  traniitory  world,  every 
tbing^that  perplexeth,  and  every  thing  that  defileth, 
let  us  take  a  view  of  the  no  lefs  engaging  than  in« 
terefting  circumftances  of  the  hiftory,  before  us.  . 

St  Philip,  commonly  ftiled  the  Evangelift,  one 
of  the  feven  deaconsi  and  next  in  order  to  St  Ste- 
phen^ being  driven  foom  Jerufalem  by  the  perfecu- 
tion  which  arofe  at  the  time  of  the  protomartyr's 
death,  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  ever 
mindful  of  the  commiffion  he  had  received,  and 
.the  neceffity  of  executmg  it,  preached  Chrift  to 
the  people  there.  So  that  the  ftorm  raifed  by  the 
adverfary  again{l  the  church  turned  out  to  the  &r-> 
therance  of  the  Gofpel,  being  made  a  means  of 
wafting  the  feeds  of  evangelical  truth  to  diftant 
lands,  in  order  to  a  more  plentiful  and  glorious 
harve(l« 

While 
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While  be  was  employed  in  edifying  bfe  SaonaYi-' 
tan  converts,  a  fre(h  crpportunity  was  offered  bii« 
©f  advancing  his  mailer's  kingdom  ;  as  indeed  opw 
portunhies  of  doing  that  blefled  work  are  leidoi»' 
wanting  ta  him  who  has  the  piety  and  fkill  to  fcfee 
and  improve  them  aright.     "  The  angel  of  tb© 
Lord  {pake  unto  Philip,  faying,  Arife^  'and  go  to^ 
wards  the  fouth,  untonhe  way  that  goeth  down 
from  Jerufalem  to  Gaea,  which  is  defart."     Th<?- 
iBoft  unpromifing  journey  fhall  be  a  profperous  one, 
when  undertaken  in  obedience  to  the  the  divine 
defignation,  intimated  by  a  lawful  call.     Nor  let 
the  minifter  of  Chrift  defpair,  whofe  lot  is  caft  >i»  ' 
the  mid  ft  of  fpiritual  barr€;nnefs  and  defolation.    He 
who  fent  Philip  to  a  defart  place,  did  not  fend  him 
liiere  for  nought  j  lince  even  in  fuch  a  foil  he  raif- 
ed  afair  and  fragrant  flower,  which  having  bloomed^ 
for  its  appointed  time,  on  earth,  in  the  beauty  of 
holincfs,  now  difplays  its  colours,'  and  diffufesit* 
gdoursy  in  the  paradifc  of  God ;  who,  whenever 
he  plcafes  to  blefs  the  labpus  of  his  fervants,  can 
caufe  '*  the  wildernefs  and  the  foUtary' place  to  ba 
glad  for  them,  and  the  dclart  to  rejoice j  and  bloC* 
fom  as  the  rofe.'* 

-  This  Philip  knew>  and  therefore  made  no  ob*« 
J€6lions,  and  afktd  no  qucftions,  but  "  aroft  ,and 
went/'  And  he  who  ibews  the  fame  unreferved 
obedience  to  the  will  ot  his  Lord,  {hall  reap  the 
jfruitTiof  it  in  this  world,  and  that  \yhich  is  to  conve* 
tfor  no  fooneJ?  was  Philip  arrived  at  the  place  ap* 

Eoiwi^d,  but  (the  wifdom  of  (Jx)d  (o  ordetingj  be» 
old,  arrived  at  the  iametime,  •«*  a  man  df  Lthioe, 
pia,  an  eunch  ot  great  authority  under  Can<{ao 
queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  who  had  the  charge  of 
all  her  trea{lire.'*  lint  what  made'^this  {^.^teimaa 
great  in  the  {ight  of  God^  was  his  extraordinary 
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fii&tjy  which  led  him  to  th«  tcflaple  at  Jw^AueL 
For  the  fame  of  this  temple,  diffufed  abroad  among 
the  iKitions  round  about)  brought  mariycontiiiiiall^ 
to  enquire  ^^  concerning  the  Name  of  the  Lord^' 
who  reiided  in  it,  and  to  wor&ip  him  in  the  cottit 
ailigned  them  for  that  purpofe,  ii4iich  was  therb* 
fore  ftlkd  the  court  of  the  Gentiks,  Among  others 
came  this  Lord  Treafureir  of  Ethiopia,  who,  eil^ 
gaged,  as  he  muft  of  courfe  be  hj  his  office,  in  A 
fftultiplkity  of  worldly  bufinefs,  and  advanced  to 
the  height  of  worldly  honour,  could  find  tiine  and 
inclination,  it  feems,  to  take  a  long  journey  on  the 
account  of  religion  \  thinking  him^lf  never  fo  weS 
employed,  as- when  attending  the  city  and  court  of 
the  great'king )  never  fo  highly  honoured,  as  when 
fuffered  to  proftrate  himfelf  befEM-e  Jehovah,  the 
God  of  Ifrael ;. «  he  had  been  to  Jerufalem  to  wor** 
iBiipj  and  was  returning." 

But  as  the  tide  of  fecular  afiS^,  if  {uiSred  to 
br^ak  in,  will  preiently  extingutth  the  ipairk  oiF  de>» 
.votion,  though  kindlod  in  the  foul  by  a  coal  from 
the  altar ;  in  c»Kier  to  cherifh  the  heavenly  thoughts 
and  aSfeftions  produced  in  his  mind  by  worfliipping 
towards  the  holy  t«mple  of  the  Lord,  as  he  returned 
heme  in  his  chariot^  "  he  read  Efatas  the  prophet  ;** 
thereby  teachbg  us  where  to  look  for  Chrlft,  and 
how  to  fandify  With  pious  reading  ail  our  leifure 
hours  \  out  of  the  many  tboufands  of  which  fo  care* 
lefsly  and  extravagantly  fquSndered,  (though  God 
knows  we  have  need  enough  of  them  all)  there  is 
not  cHie,  but,  if  i%htly  ufed,  might  fct  us  confidcr* 
ably  forward  in  our  way  to  glory. ,  How  will  this 
iiluftrious  perfonage  arife  up  in  the  judgment  againjft 
^11  thofe  Chriftians,  who  in  the  hours  of  domeftic 
eafc  and  tranquillity  never  open  a  bible,  when  he 
would  not  even  travel  without  one  in  the*  chariot 
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witbLjbhn;  f*  Sitting  in  his  charict  he  read  Efaias  the 
prophet" i',  A  nobleman  thus  employed  was  an  ob- 
JeA  that  engaged  the  attention  of  heaven,  and  an 
£vangelift  was  ient  to  ibw  the  feed  of  eternal  life  in 
a  ground  fo  well  prepared.  **  Arifc^  (fays  the  evar- 
gracious  Spirit  of  God  to  Philip)  and  go  toward  the 
fouth,  to  the  way  that  goeth  down  from  Jerufalem 
to  Gaza,  which  is  defaft;"  for  there  he  might  be- 
|iQld  a  minifter  of  fiate,  fitting  in  his  chariot,  and 
reading  the  Scriptures  I  So  ready  is  God  to  teach^ 
irhen  man  is  ready  to  hear. 

.  Such  ^n  opportunity  of  inftruAing  the  well  dif- 
pofed  was  not  to  be  negleAed,  for  a  ilngle  moment, 
tjy  the  faithful  meflenger  of  Chrift.  No  fooncr 
therefore  did  the  Spirit  order  Philip  to  ^<  go  near 
tnd  join  himfelf  to  this  chaript,"  but  he  «  ran  thi« 
thef*  kiftantly. 

Being  come  to  the  fide  of  the  chariotj  he  *<  heard 
lum  read  £faias  the  prophet ;"  and  his  intrpdudtorf 
queftion  to  him  was,  <<  underfiandeft  thou  wlutit 
thou  readeft  ?*'  A  queftion,  which  every  reader  of 
the  facred  books  muft  frequently  put  to  himfelf,  if 
ixe  would  not  read  in, vain.  And  happy  they,  who^ 
like  this  nobleman,  are  not  offended  when  it  is  put 
io  them,  but  (hew  the  meek  and  teachable  difpo- 
fition  of  their  minds  by  returning  his  anfwerj 
f*  How  can  I,  except  fome  man  ihould  guide  me  f *' 
Such  will  have  the  wifdom  gnd  grace  to  deiire  the 
company  of  thofe  (however  lowly  their  appearance 
•end  condition  in  the  world  n^ay  be,  compared  with 
their  own)  who  can  tell  them  words,  whereby  they 
may  be  faved.  "  He  deiired  Philip,  that  he  would 
come  up,  and  fit  with  him." 

The  Lvangelift  being  feated  in  the  chariot,  they 
proceed  tp  confidcr  the  place  of  the  Scripture,  to 
vhich  the  providence  of  God|  predifpofing  thole 
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mcidents  conunonly  afcribeil  to  chance,  Biad  dircc* 
ted  the  nobleman ;  which  was  the  following  paflagc^ 
in  the  liii.  chapter  of  Ifaiah ;  «<  He  was  led  as  2t 
&eep  to  the  flaughter,  and  like  a  lamb  dumb^be- 
fore  his  {hearers,  fo  he  opened  not  his  i)iouth.  la 
his  humtliatbn  hi^  judgment  was  taken  away,  and 
who  ihall  declare  his  generation?  for  his  life  i9> 
taken  from  the  earth/* 

It  is  obvious,  at  firft  fight,  that  the  prophet  i# 
l|ere  drawing  a  pi£hire  pf  affliAed  innocence;  Bu& 
it  was  impoffible  for  the  nobleman  to  nnderftand 
the  place,  becanfe  he  knew  not  to  whom  the  do* 
fcription  belonged;  as  appears  bjrhls  diking  Philips 
-*-«  I  pray  thee,'  of  whom  fpeaketh  the  prophet; 
this ;  of  himfelf,  or  of  fbme  other  man  P' 

This  great  leading  quefUon  io  the  interpretation 
pf  the  Scriptures^  Philip  will  teach  us^  how  to  an* 
fwer,  who,  having  waited  all  this:  time  to  hear  hi$< 
new  diiciple  read  Sie  paflage,  and  projpofe  kis  dif« 
ficfilties  upon  it,  now  at  length,  <<  opened  lam 
mouthy,  and  began  at  the  fame  Scripture,  amk 
preached  unto  him  j£sus*'---ma7  we  not  fuppofe»* 
without  pref^mption,  in  words  to  the  following; 

«ffea-n 

Be  not  fbrprifcd  to  find,  that  you  cannot,  with«^ 
out  ailiftance,  attain  to  a  right  underfVanding  of  the' 
ancient  prophecies,  feeing  you'  want  that  key  whidv 
alone  can  open  them,  and  admit  you  to  a  difcern*-* 
ment  of  the  holy  myfteries  they  contain.  For  pro-- 
phecj^  being  not  the  word  of  man,  but  given  by 
infpiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  terminates  not  iw 
the  temporary  aipiirs  of  this  worlds  .but  extends  to^ 
the  eternal  concerns  of  another  and  better  life^^ 
leading  men  to  that  difpenfation  of  love  and  mercy^. 
whiclr  is  now  about  to  be  unfolded  to  yoo; 
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Know  tbeoy  that  the  prophet  Ifaiah)  in  the  pai^ 
&^  before  us,  is  b]^  no  means  fpeaking  of  hiinfSflfi . 
^  his  own  private  fufferings,  but  thofe  of  ^mtber 
m^  in  whom  the  world  is  interefted ;  and  who  is 
mentioned  by  hicn  elfewhere  under  the  >tit)e  of 
IiAMANUEL,  or  God  t\'ith  us  \  that  divine  perfon> 
ordsUaed  from  the  beginning  to  rev^rfe  the  fad  ef- 
fefks  of  the  fall  of  Adam,  which  you  read  of  in  the 
^ooktof  Mofts,  aiid  to  be  the  Redeemer  of  man- 
kind b-om  fin  and  forrow,  from  death  tempon^ 
^nde^nmal.  Tim  perfon^  the  objed  of  the  faith 
and  hdpe  of  the  people  of  God  in  all  agest  {M-efi<«' 
gur^  in  t&fi  law,  foretold  by  the  prdphets,  and- 
tc^hnktedf  iki  tih<5  pfiilms^  the  Meffiah  of  the  Jews^ 
and  the  deOre  of  all  nations^  of  whofe  appearingj^ 
as  at  this  timei  a  general  elpcAatidn  prevails  aqiong 
both^  has  accordingly  been  mutifeftcd  in  the  fiefB^- 
to  ful£l  all  that'  wks  #rltten  of  him;  and  havmg; 
k^t  l&e  bw  for  macj  and  fufifered  death  for  hit 
trahfgrdfiosi  of  ir,  he  arofe  again  on  the  third  dayj^ 
ind  aibended  into  heaven,  from  whence  he  fent 
down  ys  Spirit,  to  eftabUfli  Hts  kingdom  among 
ti&e  Gentiles^  by  the  preaching^  of  that  Gofpel 
which  the  Jews  have  rejcftcd,  expelling  thofe  char« 
ged  with  the  publication  of  it  out  of  their  coafts. 

The  behaviour  of  this  ftubborn  and  ftiff-necked 
people,  who,  as  they  crucified  the  niafter,  never 
<^aie  to  perfecute  his  fervants,  forces  us  to  cry  out 
in  the  words  fpoken  by  the  prophet  in  fpirit  fo 
long  before ;  Lord,  who,  among  thy  once  fafthful 
people  Ifrael,  hath  believed  our  report  concerning 
the  itianifeftation  of  thy  Chrift  \  and  to  whom  hath 
this  arm  of  Jehovah,  this  mighty  power  of  God^ 
t^ec^  revealed,  by  our  minifiry,  to  the  purpofes  of 
Ovation  i 
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Tour  may  wonder^  perhaps,  what  could  mduce- 
them  to  rejeft  their  baviour,  whom  they  were  all 
a}ong  taif^ht  by  their  own  Scriptures  to  expeA.     It 
was  the' poverty  and  humility  ip  which  he  came  tc 
viiit  us,  fo  conti*ary  to  their  modern  proud  and 
carnal  conceits.     For  this  being  the  feafon  of  his  ^ 
humiliation  for  our  {ins,  ht  jgrew  up,*  as  Ifiiiah  here  - 
defcribes  him,  fmall  and  of  no  reputation-,  from  a 
family  near  extindt,  like  a  tender  plant  fprinsing,. 
unnoticed  from  its  root  hidden  in  a  barren  ancTdry 
land,  out  of  which  nothing  eminent  was  expected 
to  arife.     In  tHe  manixer  di  his  appearance  he  had^ 
no  form  nor  comelinefs,  none  of  the  advantages  of 
worldly  grandeur)  no  ornaments  of  fiate  to  iethim^ 
,offi  and  when  we  faw  him  with  our  outward  eyes^f 
there  was  no  beauty  that  we  ihould  defi're  him ;  his'' 
vifa^c  was  fo  marred  with  fufFerings  more  than  any' 
man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men.* 
For  the  ufuge  he  met  with  from  the  world  was  even* 
more  difcouraging  than  his  poor  and  lowly  appear-- 
ance.     He  was  defpifed  and  reje&ed  of  the  men  he- 
catne  to  fave :  all  his  life* long  2t  mair  of  forrows^* 
and  acq^uainted  with  grief,  his  bofom  friend  and' 
companion  night  and  day,  during  his  pilgrimage' 
upon  earth;     Unheeded  and  unregarded  he  walb^- 
ed  amongft  Us,  while  we,  not  difcerning  his  glory ' 
through  the  veil  of  fleQi  caft  over  it,  hid  as  it  werc- 
our  faces  from  him,-  and  would  none  of  his  com- 
pany; but  finding  him  defpifed  bj,  the  many,  andl 
the  gBeat,  we  cftcemed  him  not,  for  the  very  rea- 
fon  which  ought  to  have  made  him  moft  dear  unto  * 
us.     For  furely  the  griefs  he  bare,  and  the  forrows » 
be  carried,  were  not-his  own^  but  ours;  yet  we,, 
not  confijJering  for  whom  he  fufFered,  did  cfteem^ 
him  the  outcaft  of  heaven  and  earth,  (Iricken  injufl:- 
jiidgpient  Irom  above^  fmitten  of  God  iu  his  anger^^ 
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^ti<$  affiled  hj  his  heavy  difpleafitre.  And  indeed 
lie  was  wounded,  but  it  was  for  ouf  tranfgreflions  5 
lie  wa!sl>ruifed,  but  our  iniquities  bruifed  hiin^  the 
i^aflSiement  he  underwent  procnred  our  peaces 
find  the  firlpes  infiidted  On  his  pure  and  innocent 
body,  were  as  balm  to  heal  the  wounds  of  our  pol- 
luted and  guilty  fouId«^  Our  fins  were  the  true 
eauie  of  his  forrows.  All  we,  the  wretched  fon»^ 
^f  wretched  Ada«n,  like  fheep  ever  ready  to  wan» 
der  from  the  fold,  have  gone  aftray ;  we  have  turn- 
ed from  the  only  right  way,  the  path  of  God^» 
commandments,  every  one  to  his  own  evil  way  ^ 
and  the  merciful  Lord,  inAead  of  puni&ing  us^ 
laid  oa  him  the  iniquities  of  us  aU ;  a  bOrthen> 
which  the  world  could  not  have  fuftained  a  mo- 
shent.  He,  the  Son  of  God  hinifeif,  was  fope  op<* 
preiTed  and  dffli£^ed  with  it ;  his  feul  was  exceeding^ 
ferrowfril,  even  unto  death.  But  his  love  to  max^ 
was  invincible,  burning  and  fhining  amidft  a  Tea  of 
troubles  unutterable  j  all  the  waves  of  afHid^ion^ 
which  broke  over  him  could  not  quench  it,  neither 
€ould  the  floods  of  Belial  drown  it.  His  refelutioi^ 
to  (ave  us,  like  a  branch  of  the  viAofious  palm,  re- 
ceived ftrength  from  the  weight  laid  upon  it.  He. 
could  have  commanded  the  armies  of  heaven  to» 
have  attended  him  in  a  moment  y  but  thus  it  beho-^ 
ved  Chrift  to  fuft'er ;  and  therefore,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  regions  of  glory,  ipflead  of  vindicaiting  his 
kinocence,  tauglit  the  church  of  the  redeemed  to  a- 
dore  his  pafSon  5  which,  bitter  as  it  was,  (for  never 
was  forrow  like  unto  his  forrow  !)  extorted  not  one 
repining  or  complaining  word  from  him.  He  wasr 
©ppreffed,  and  he  was  afflifted ;  yet  he  opened  not^ 
his  mouth.  He  was  brought  to  the  crofi,  ail  meek- 
nefs  and  quietnefs,  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter  y  and 
as  a  Ibeep  before  her^fhcarcrs^  that  livelieft  portrai-. 
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ttrre  of  reSgned  innocence,  is  dumb,  fo  opened  he 
not  his  mouth,  before  his  malicious  perfecutors.  la-^ 
Bis  humiliation  his  }udgment  was  taken"  away ;  the- 
judge  of  all  the  ^arth  Was  condemned  by  one  who 
acknowledged  him  to  be  guiltleii;  and  though  a 
pcrfon  of  fuch  high  and  unfpeakable  dignity,  that 
neither  men  nor  angeis  caa  declare  the  manner  of 
his  generation,  yet  he  Ihared  with  iis  the  lot  of 
mortality,  aticK^J^ed  death  for  every  man ;  he  was 
cutoff  from  the  land  of  the  living,  for  the  tranjp 
greffion  of  the  people  was  he  fmitten.  He^  whofc^ 
5ile  is,  <<  the  Lord  our  rightcouihefi,**  died  with 
the  wicked,  and  the  poiTeffbr  of  heaven  and  eartk 
was  beholden  to  the  rich  for  a  grave.  AlthougH 
he  had  dene  no  violence,  neither  was  there  deceit 
in  his  mouth, '  for  in  his  pcrfoo  mercy  and  truth 
met  together,  yet  it  plcafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,, 
as  one  made  fin  for  us,  though  he  himfelf  knew  no 
fin ;  he  hath  put  hkn  to  grief,  that  we  might  re- 
-}oice  evermore,  feeing  he  made  his  foul  an  offering^ 
and  was  accepted  of  the  Father,  as  a  full,  perfect, 
and  fufficient  facrifice,  ebiatton,  and  fatisfa^tion^ 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.  Accordingly,  the 
debt  man  had  eontradted  being  dTfc|iarge«^  his  fub-- 
Ibitute  was  releafed  from  the  prifon  of  the  grave> 
and  afcend'ed  into  his  glory,  where  he  reaps  the 
fruit  of  his  labours*  For  now  he  fees  his  {t^dy  the 
generation  of  the  faithful  converts  adopted  into  his^ 
femily,  and  made  his  children ;  he  has  prolonged 
his  days  and  thofe  of  his  fpiritual  offspring,  for  e- 
Ycr  and  ever;  and  the  plcafure  of  the  Lord,  the 
work  of  man*s  falvation,  profpers  glorioufly  in  his 
bands.  He  fees  the  numerous  iffue  of  the  travails 
•f  his  foul  in  thofe  bitter  pangs  it  endured  upon  xht 
crofs ;  -and  efteeming  it  an  ample  rcrompenfe  for 
them  allj  is  fetisfiedj  and  filled  Vith  joy.    By  the^ 
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knowledge  of  his  heavenly  do£lrine,  to  be  preacK-j 
Cfl  in  all  the  world,,  fhall  the  righteous  ftrvant  of: 
Jehovah  juftify  an  innumerable  multitude  of  all  na- 
tions, and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  who  - 
like  the  fpangles  of  early  dew,  or  the  ftars  of  the 
firmament,  fhall  fliine  evermore  by  communications 
df  his  glory ;  for  he  has  borne  their  iniquities,  and 
done  away  their  /  fins.     Therefore,  the  multitudes 
of  the  nations  are  given  him  for  the  portion  of  his- 
inheritance,  'and  the  ftrong  ^nd  mighty  kingdoms 
of  tl^e  world,  refcued  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan^. 
fhall  become  his ;  becaufe  for  them,  though  they 
knew  him  not,  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto* 
death,  and  was  numbered  with  tranfgreiibrs  and 
jnarefadlors,  and  bare  the  fin  of  Adam  and  all  his- 
pofterity ;  axid  being  hereby  exalted  to  the  throne: 
of , God,  there  continueth  ever  to  make  interceffion- 
for  you,  and  for  me,  and  for  all  tranfgrefibrs. — 

This  view  of.  things  fo  afi*t:<Sted  the  nobleman^* 
and  the  love  of  his  Saviour  th\^  dying  for  him  took 
fuch  entire  pofleflion  of  his  foul,  that  when,  by  the: 
diredlion  of  the  fame  good  Providence  that  fuper- 
intended  this  whole  affair,  "  they  came,"  as  they, 
journeyed  on,  "  to  a  certain  water,  he  faid,"   ia- 
tranfport,  "  fee,  here  is  water  \  what  doth  hinder- 
me  to  be.  baptized  into  the  name  of  this  Jesus,. 
whom  thou  preacheft  ?.  And  Philip  faid.  If  thott. 
helieveft  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  mayeft.'     And 
he  anfwered,  and  faid,  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  the^ 
Son  of  GoDr     And  he  commanded  the  chariot  td 
iiand  ftill,  and  they  went  down  both  into  the  W2^- 
ter,  both  Philip  a^d  the  eunuch,  and  he  baptized . 
him.     And  when  they  were  come  up  out  of  the- 
water,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  away  Philip^ 
and  the  eunuch  faw  him  no  more,"     How  careful 
ought  we  to  lie  to  faatcb,.  and  hoprove  tp  the  ut- 
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moi>9  every  opportonityr  of  making  our  calling  and 
«lcaion  fure  ?  How  watchful,  Icfk  the  day  of  falva- 
tion  pafs  unheeded  away,  and  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
oufnefs  fct  upon  our  impenitence  and  unbelief? 
Philip  had  other  work  in  great  abundance  to  do, 
and  one  fermon  had  converted  the  nobleman* 
«♦  He  went  on  his  way  rejoicing,"  full  of  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghod;  and  he  who  came  from  Ethiopia,  Lord 
trcafurer  to  queea  Candace,  made  his  entrance  in* 
to  it  again  in  a  far  different  character;  that  of  ail 
Apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift  $  for  as  fuch,  the  ecclefiafr 
tical  iiiflof  ians  inform  us,  he  was  commiffioned  to 
prfeach  the  Gofpel  to  his  countrymen,  the  truth  of 
which  he  finally  feaied  with  his  blood.  ^  In  hesH 
Yen  he  again  beholds  the  face  of  hi ^  own  p^ftor, 
uid  father  in  Chridr.  Numbered  with  the  faintiof 
tiie  mod  high  in  .gloty  OTerlafting,  with  what  plea« 
tote  do  they  now  look  back  upon  the  tifhe  thef 
fpent  togethef  in  the  charibt,  over  the  liii;  diaptef 
^f  I&iah ;  tl^at  ftnail  ^onioa  of  titne,  prodti^Hve  of 
fe  fHaeh  nevef  ending  joy  and<:om(t>rt  to  them  both  f 
.  And  now,  let  us  make  a  Aiitabie  application  of 
this  deUghtAil  and  fro6takAes  part  of  facred  ftory. 

When  therefore  we  behold  this  great  mati  laying 
ftfide  the  cares  of  (h^e,  tuk^ning  his  back  on  the 
pomps  and  vanities  of  a  court,  and  fetting  out  from 
a  far.diftant  land  to  pay  a  vilit  to  the  temple  at  Je** 
r-falem,  leiarn  we  duly  to  prize  the  ineftimablo 
hlefUngs  of  church  communion.  The  hill  of  Sion 
is  a  fair  place,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth.  On  its 
top,  iilent  and  refreOiing  as  the  dew,  descend  the 
influences  of  heaven,  and  the  benediAions  of  eter^ 
nity :  at  its  foot  break  forth  the  firefti  fprings  of  di- 
vine grace,  fending  Abroad  the  waters  of  comfort  into 
f  very  land.    The  Lord  hath  chofen  Sion  to  be  an  ha« 

bitatioa 
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bitation  for  himfelf ;  he  hath  reared  his  throneof  glo*- ' 
ry  in  the  midft  of  her,  and  made  her  to  be  the  refi- 
dence  of  bis  Spirit.  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple. 
There  will  he  be  found  of  fuch  as  diligently  ieck 
him  :  there  is  he  to  be  worfhipped  with  holy  wor- 
ihip:  there  is  offered  the  morning  facrifice  of  pray^ 
er  and  thankfgiving^  rendered  acceptable  through 
the  meritorious  righteoufnefs  of  the  Redeemer^ 
that  fweet  incenfe  which  accompanies  the  prayers 
of  all  faints  to  the  throne  of  grace:  there  the  light 
of  evangelical  doArine  goeth  not  ouf :  and  there 
is  fet  forth  the  fhew-bread  of  eternal  life.  Wha 
tan  wonder  at  the  melting  ftrains  poured  forth  bjf 
devout  and  holy  fetd^  excluded,  in  calamitous 
times,  from  a  participation  of  fuch  invaluable  pri*^ 
Tileges  ?  «  O  how  amiable  are  they  dwellings,  thott 
Jjord  of  hofls  !  My  foul  longeth,  yea  even  faimetlti 
for  the  courts  of  the  Lord  \  my  heart  and  my  flefli: 
cry  out  for  the  living  God."  How  happy  is  our 
lot,  who  have  not  a  journey  from  Ethiopia  to«take»: 
in  order  to  worship  at  Jerufalem,  but  hear  the 
daily  call  of  the  church  founding  in  our  ears  i 
<<  Come  unto  him  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavjr 
laden,  and  he  will  give  you  reft."  Blefied  arfc 
they  who  know  the  joyful  found,  and  fuffer  nor 
indulgence,  no  amufemcnt,  no  employment,  to 
prevent  their  accepting  fb  friexidly  and  loving  aa 
invitation. 

Let  a  fight  of  this  nobleman's  great  love  of  the 
Scriptures,  thus  rewarded  by  a  manifeftation  of  the 
Mediah  to  him,  ftir  us  up  to  afpire  after  the  fame 
reward,  by  a  like  ardent  defire  of  .Under  ft  and  ing 
thofe  holy  books,  which,  when  underftood,  will^ 
not  fail  to  lead  us  to  Chrift.  <^  He  is  the  end  of 
the  laW:  and  to  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs ;? 
to  that  whether  Philip  had  found  the  nobleman 

readings 


THE  NOBLE  CONVERT.  47 

Heading  in  one  or  the  other,  he  would  have  "  be* 

!ttn  at  the  fame  Scripture,  and  preached  unto  him 
Esus.**     And  the  minifter  of  Chrift,  who  writes 
sfter  his  copy,  Ihall  do  well.    He  may  not  perhaps 
^iteabletb  explain  the  whole:  but  (hall  he  therefore 
explain  none  ?  He  may  err  in  the  interpretation  of 
particulars,  and  fancy  he  finds  Chrift  where  he  is 
hot  to  be  found ;  but  is  not  this  better  than,  by 
ceafing  to  interpret,  to  preclude  the  poffibility  of 
finding  him  where  he  certainly  is  ?'If  the  doArine 
deduced  be  according  to  the  analogy  of  faith,  the 
ferni^i  will  be  edifying,  even  although  the  expo^ 
iition  &ould  not  be  quite  exaA,  as  is  often  the  cafe 
in  the  homilies  of  the  Fathers ;  which,  with  all 
their  inaccuracies,  no  one  can  read  without  being 
a  better  man  ;  becaufe,  whatever  part  of  the  Scrip* 
t«re  be  the  fubje^b,'  the  reader  is  Always  fure  to 
iind  fobie 'point  of  Chriftian  faith  or  practice  ex- 
plained and  enforced.  But  if  the  application  of  the 
Scriptures  te>  Chrift  and  the  concerns  of  his  church 
be  rejected,  becaufe  fome  are  unikilfiil  in  making 
it,>  an  argument  is  drawn  from  the  abuieof  a  ththg 
againft  its  ufe ;  the  opinion  and  praAice  of  the 
church  for  1700  years  fet  afide;  the  Bible  fealed 
op  ;  suid  the  Chnftlan  commences  Jew :  for  what 
is  the  charaAeriftic  and  fundamental  error  of  that 
unhappy  people,  but  the  not  difcerntng  Jefus  of 
Nazareth  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  ? 
If  the  minifters  of  the  Gofpel  would  make  the 
hearts  of  their  hearers  to  burn  within  them,  it  muft 
be  V by  an  imitation  of  their  bleffed  Mafter,  who 
wrought  that  tSe€t  on  the  two  difciples  going  to 
JBmmaus,  by  "  expounding  unto. them  in  all  the 

Scriptures  the  things  ■■  concerning  himself . 

Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us,  while  he  talbed 
with  us  by  the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us 

the 
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the  Scriptures  ?"  Permit  me  to  recite zihort  pd^ 
fage  from  the  writings  of  the  learoed  and  pioos 
0i£bop  Amlrews,  who  thus  accounts  for  the  fyno* 
pymous  ufe  of  the  words  pr^hefying  and  prtacbing 
in  the  New  Teftament  language.  We  (&ys  h% 
that  isj  the  mjuaifters  of  the  Chfiftian  church)  do 
prophefyi  as  it  weres  the  meaning  of  ancient  pro^ 
phecies :  not  make  any  new,-  but  interpret  the  old 
well:  ^ake  off  the  veil  (to^ek  Mofes's  face,  find 
Chrift  and  the  myfteries  of  the  Gofpel  under  the^ 
types  of  the  law  \  a{^]y  the  old  prophecies^  (o  as 
it  may  appear  that  the  fpirit  of  proplyecy  is  the  tei^ 
timony  of  Jesus.  And  he  is  the  beft  prophet  iiow^ 
that  can  do  this  beft."* 

But  t;be  hiftory  we  have  been  ccmfidering  reoom* 
pnends  more  peculiarly  to  our  firequeat  pemfid^  and 
deepeft  meditations,  that  portion, of  holy  wrk^ 
which  was  made  ^he  inftrument,  in  St'PhiUj^'s 
hands,  of  brlpging  the>£tbiopiafi  noUeman  to  the 
knowledge  and  faith  of  Chrift,  the  liii*  chapter  of 
Ifaiah  \  a  chapter,  no  lefs  remarkable  for  the  migh* 
ty  andrwonderful  change  effefWd  by  it  in  the  heart 
of  another  nobleman,  of  our  own  country.  For 
\ti  the  iermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  that  ex* 
traordinary  penitent,  the  Earl  of  Rocfaefter,  we 
find  the  following  ftriking  and  affeAing  relation^ 
f <  This  eftate  of  mind  continued  till  the  liii.  chap- 
ter of  Ifaiah  was  read  to  him,  wherein  thgre  is  a 
lively  defcription  of  the  fufterings  of  our  Saviour, 
and  the  benefits  thereof}  by  the  power  and  efBca^ 
py  of  which,  affifted  by  his  holy  Spirit,  God  {q 
wrought  upon  his  heart,  that  he  declared,  the  myf«- 
teries  of  the  paifion  appeared  as  plain  to  him,  as 
ever  any  thing  did  that  was  reprcfented  in  a  giafs  \ 
fo  that  the  joy  and  admiration,  which  poiTefied  his 

/    foui 
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fotil  upon  the  reading  God's  wotds  to  him,  was  re- 
markable to  all  about  him ;  and  he  had  fo  much 
delight  in  his  tcftimonies,  that  he  begged  the  fame 
might  be  read  to  him  frequently  \  and  was  unfatis- 
fied,  notwithftanding  his  great  pains  and  weaknefs^ 
tin  he  had  learned  the  liii.  .chapter  of  Ifaiah  with- 
t)ut  book."  Let  uff^therefore  at  all  feafons,  but 
more  efpecially  at  the  prefent,  by  a  frequent  pcru- 
fal  of  this  wonderful  chapter,  recoiled^  our  thoughts, 
and  compofe  our  fpirits,  and  foften  6ur  hearts,  and 
mortify  our  paffions,  and  fix  our  atfeftions  on  him 
who  loved  us,  and  for  our  fakes  failed,  and  mourn- 
ed, >nd  "^ept,  and  lived  poor,  and  died  fotlaken^ 
**  Let  us  alfo  go,  (as  St  Thomas  once  faid)  that 
we  may  die  with  himi*'  that  being  baptized  in 
the  bapt'ifm  of  repentance,  as  the  eunuch  was  by 
Philip  in  the  water,  we  may  die  to  fin,  and  arifc, 
as  he  djid^ .  to  newne(s  of  life,  with  our  under- 
Aandings  prepared  to  receive,  our  hearts  to  love, 
■«md  our  tongues  to  publt^  the  truth ;  our  ha^ids 
to  work  out  our  fal  vat  ion,  and  our  feet  to  run  with 
delight  the  way  of  God's,  commandments,  though 
it  lead  lU  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death* 
Thus  we?j9iall  go  on  oui^  way  to  heaven  rejoicing  in 
hope,,  and*  become  patient  and  refigned  under  all 
the  tribulations  we  can  fuffer,  for  our  hope's  fake. 
A  mournful  Lfnt  fliall  terminate  in  a  joyfulJBo/fer/ 
and  every  tear  be  wiped  away  at  the  refurre^ion 
of  the  juft;  when  we  fliall  meet  St  Philip  and  his 
convert,  with  all  thofe  who,  having  performed 
thf  ir  appointed  penance  in  this  world,  are  admitted 
to  the  communk>M  of  the  church  triumphant;  to 
which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  vouchfafe  to  bring 
us  aH,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jefus 
Chrill,  the  Saviour  of  finners,  the  end  of  the  law^ 
and  the  fulnefs  of  the  'Gofpel. 
Vol.il       ^       ^  E 
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Luke  xxiy.  34. 

Tie  Lord  is  rifen  indeed^ 

iJUR  meditations,  for  this  week  paft,  have  been 
cmplbyed  on  the  forrows  and  fuftbrings  of  the  Soil 
of  God,  undergone  for  the  fins  of  the  world.  Wc 
hdvc  viewed  him  fold,  betrayed,  denied,  mocked, 
fcdurged^  reviled,' and  evil  Untreated,  crowned  with 
thorns,  and  nailed  to  the  crofs ;  from  thence  talcen 
jdown^  and  laid  in  the  grave,  as  a  mati  that  hail 
been  long  dead ;  a  large  ilonie  placed  ^t  the  mouth 
of  the  iepulchre,  properly  iealed,  and  the  watch 
carefully  let.  Durmgihe  folemn  comi]neiii oration 
of  >thofe  days,  in  which  the  Bridegroom  was  thus 
taken  away,  the  mirth  of  tabrcts  Jhath  ceafed,  and 
the  noife  of  them  that  rejoice,  hath  given  place  to 
the  penitential  accents  of  grief  arid  lamentation* 
For  a  little  feafon,  even  the  facred  mafic  of  the 
church  hath  not  been  heard ;  but  her  harp  alfo, 
like  that  of  holy  Job,  *«  hath  t)een  turned  to  mourn- 
ing, and  her  orgaa  into  the  voicfe  of  them  that 
Jveep  V*  *  while  cither,  with  one  of  the  Msiries,  iHe 
'hath  Aood  under  the  crofs,  6r  Watched,  with  the 
pther,-  at  the  grave  of  her  Lord,   : 

But  as  a  woman,  who  in  her  travail  hath  forroHr, 
bccaufe  her  hour  is  come,  tiet  afterward  remember- 
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cth  no  more  the  anguiih,  fofijoy  that  a  man  is  born 
into  the  world  ;  with  fuch  unFeigned  exultation  do 
we  on  this  day  celebrate  the  fecond  birth  of  the 
holy  Jefus,  from  the  tomb;  by  which  he  realized 
to  his  defponding  difcipks,  in  a  peculiar  manner^ 
one  of  his  own  beatitudes;  "  Bleffed  are  they  that 
niourn,  for  they  Ihall  be  comforted  I"  BlefTed  are 
they,  who  have  mourned  for  the  death  of  Chrift» 
a«d  the  fins  which  occafioned  it ;  for  they  are  the 
perfons,  who  will  be  comforted  by  the  tidings  of 
his  refur region ;  their  forrow  will  indeed  be  turn- 
ed into  joy,  when  they- hear  that  their  warfare  is 
accomplifhed,  that  their  iniquity  is  pardoned;  fince 
he,  who  died  for  their  fins,  is  rifen  again  for  their 
purification,  Defervcdly>  therefore,  hath  this  ever 
been  edeemed  the  queen  of  fcftivals,  worthy  to  give 
laws  to  the  reft,  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the  holy^ 
band,  crowned  with  evcrlafting  joy,  and  hailed  bjr 
ioceflant  Hallelujahs.  For  now  it  well  becometii 
ns  to  obey  that  injunftion,  iifued  of  old  from  tha 
Lord,  by  his  prophet  Ifaiali ;  "  Sing,  O  ye  heavens,, 
for  the  Lord  hath  done  it ;  ihout,  ye  lowei*  parts 
of  the  earth,  break  forth  into  finging,  ye  moun^ 
tains,  O  foreft  and  every  tree  therein ;  for  the  Lord 
hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorified  himfelf  in  BT*. 
rael."  *  Let  fongs  of  praife,  therefore,  fill  the  hea- 
vens, from  the  comforted  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfect,  of  patriai-chs,  and  prophets,  and  faints, 
upon  this  triumph  of  their  God,  whom  they  wait-<- 
cd  for.  Let  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  earth  diffufe  ii* 
loud  acclamations  the  glorious  name  of  the  mighty 
conqueror,  who,  by  his  refurrcction,  iiath  procured' 
and  given  an  carneft  of  their  own.  Let  mount  Sion 
and  ail  her  fifter  churches  break  forth  into  finging,. 
and  utter  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath  delivered 

£2  theii^ 
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Ihcm  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  from  the  gollt 
of  fin,  and  from  the  power  of  the  fecond  death,  as 
well  as  from  the  dommioh  of  the  firft.  Let  the 
Gentile  world,  and  every  tree  of  righteoufnefs  plant- 
ed therein,  burftjDut  into  the  fruits  of  praifeand 
thankfgiving  for  thisi  great  tnanifcftation  oF  the 
power  and  glory  of  God,  in  the  redemption  of  our 
nature  from  the  grave.— buch  be  the  joy  produced 
in  heaven  and  in  earth,  among  angels  and  nien^ 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  by  the  tidings  of  this  day,  "  The 
Lord  is  rifen  indeed." 

The  province  allotted  me  at  prefent  is,  to  di(^ 
play  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  this  genera]  joy,  or 
to  flrate  evidence  for  the  fa£l:  which  gives  occaiion 
to  it,  namely,  the  refiirreftion  of  Jefus  our  Lord^ 
from  the  dead  j  which  being  the  key-ftone  of  the 
ChriAian  fabric,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our 
hopes,  it  muft  always  be  a  talk  no  lefs  profitable 
than  delightful,  to  eilabliih  fo  ]r>iportant  and  com^ 
fortable  a  dof^rine  upon  its  proper  bails. 

The  evidence  for  the  refurrciflion  of  Chrift  is  of 
I  wo  kinds,  predi<^ive  and  hiflorical.  From  the 
Old  Teftament  it  appears  that  MefEah  was  to  rife; 
from  the  New,  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  did  rife,  and 
therefore  is  the  Mefiiah. 

Among  the  prediAive  witneffes,  the  fir  ft:  place  is 
due  to  that  ancient  and  venerable  order  of  men, 
friled  Patriarchs,  or  heads  of  fwnilics,  whoTe  lives 
and  aftions,  as  well  as  their  words,  were  defcrip. 
live  of  the  perfoa  in  faith  of  whom  they  lived  and 
a&ed,  inftru4£ling,  interceding  for,  and  condudling 
their  dependents^  as  reprcfentative  prophets,  priefts, 
and  kings ;  looking  forward  unto  the  author  and 
finiihcr  of  their  faith  and  ours,  who,  by  dying  and 
and  rifing  again  was  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the  di«- 
.vine-  fulneA  of  dl  thefe  charafters ;  to  teach  j  to 
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^anc,  to  reign ;  to  bruife  the  ferpent's  head ;  to* 
-comfort  the  ions  of  Adam  concerning  the  work 
and  toil,  of  their  hands ;  to  gather,  and  to  blefs  the 
nations.     The  extraordinary  incidentS|  with  which 
the  hiftory  of  thefe  holy  perfons  aboundeth,  the 
frequent  revolutions  of  their  affairs  from  the  depth 
ofadveriity  to  the  height  of  pro  f per  it  y,  brought  a— 
bout  by  the  remarkable  inter pofix ions  of  heaven  ia-. 
their  favour,  naturally  direit  our  attention  to  pa»- 
tallel  circumftances  in  the  after  difpcnfations  of 
God,  to  which  foregoing  ones  were  defigned  tp- 
bear  teft:imony>     In  this  light,  the  hiftory  of  Ifaac,. 
intentionally  offered  in  facrifice,  and  received  again- 
from  the  dead,  in  a  figure  ^  of  Jofeph,  fuffering, 
perfccution  from  his  brethren,  and  by  them  fold, 
into  the  hands  of  Grangers,  but  afterwards  takea* 
from  prifbn  and  from  judgment,  exalted  tQ  power* 
s^nd  honour,  and  becoming  the  prcfervcr  pf  men  4. 
jiTidy  under  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  the  hiftory  of 
^avid,    anointed    to    the    kingdom,    but    wading, 
through  a  i'ea  of  troubles  and  forrows  to  the  pol-- 
fcflion  of  it  5  of  Sauipfon  arising  at  midnight^  dii- 
man;rmg  the  fort  iiic  at  ions  of  the  city  where  he  wa$. 
coniined  as  a  priioncr,  and  leading  captivity  captive^. 
Xogether  with  the  accounts  of  many  other  temporaL 
feviours  and  deliverers  railed  up  to  Ifrael  In  tim^ 
of  need,  to  rcfcue  them  from  tlie  oppreffion  of: 
their  enemies  ^  all  thtfe  hiflories  have  been,  from- 
the  bepinning,  conlidered  as  bearing  an.afpedt  to* 
the  exalt dt ion  of  mankind  from  miferj  and  ihamQ: 
to  felicity  and  glory,  through  the  fuffcrings  and  re— 
forredtion  of  the  hon  of  God  j  the  champion  of  the- 
ehurch,  and  Redeemer  of  the  world.     And  conii« 
dered  in  this  view,  they  will  always  afford  matter* 
#f  inilruiStion,  of  wonder,  and  delight^  to  the  pious^ 
s^nd  dircerning  Chriitian. 

E3b  J». 
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In  tRe  clafi  of  the  prediftlvc  witnefles  of  ou-r 
Lord's  refurreflion,  the  fecond  place  is  claimed  by 
the  Law.  Nor  will  its  claim  be  difputed  by  any 
one,  who  ftiall  refleft,  that  it  prophcfied  until  JoIid,. 
executing  the  office  of  a  fchool-mafter,  to  lead  menr, 
by  material  elements  and  rudiments,  to  an  appre- 
henfion  of  the  fpiritnal  ideas  lignified  and  conveyed 
thereby,  until  the  Baptift  fucceeded  it  in  that  office k 
who,  pointing  to  Jefus  as  he  walked,  fpake  the 
language  of  its  inftitutions,  when  he  laid,  «*  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fins  of 
the  world."  And  indeed,  when,  after  the  facra- 
fnental  atonement  made  by  the  death  of  the  inno- 
cent vi£^m,  we  fee  the  Lcvitical  high  pricft  array- 
ed in  the  garmems  of  glcry  and  beauty  ;  when  w« 
behold  him  purifying  all  the  parts  of  the  figurative, 
tabernacle  with  blood,  and  th.  n  entering,  within  the 
▼eil,  into  the  holicft  of  all,  to  prefent  that  propi*-* 
tiating  blood  before  the  otitnded  Majefty  ot  hea- 
ven; is  it  poffible,  even  though  an  apcitle  had  not 
applied  all  thefe  circumfiances  for  hs,  to  detain 
the  imagination  a  moment  from  fixing  itfelf  on 
the  great  high  prieft  of  our  profeflion ;  th©-  ple*- 
nary  fatisfaftion  made  en  the  crofs ;  his  refurrec- 
tion  in  an  immortal  body,  no  more  to  fi:and  char* 
ged  with  fin,  no  jnore  to  fee  corruption ;  the 
purification  of  the  church  by  his  precious  blood  5 
his  afecnfion  into  heaven,  and  interccffion  for  us, 
in  the  prcfence  of  God  i  Again,  when  we  read  the 
command  given  to  the  prielt,  th^t  on  the  morrow 
after  the  fabbath  he  fliould  wave  a  Ihcaf  of  the  firft 
fruits,  *  as  an  earneft  and  faniSlification  of  the  future 
harveft;  doth  it  not  immediately  fuggeft  to  us, 
that  on  the  fame  day,  on  the  morrow  alter  the  fab- 
bath, Chrift  arofe  from  the  dead,  and  became  the 

fipft 
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-firff  fruits  of  them  that  fl^pt,  the  fan£Hfication  and 
carneft  of  that  harvefl  which  fhall  be  at  the  end  of 
the  world ;  at  which  time  hr,  who,  in  the  dsfys  o£ 
his  flefti,  went  on  weeping,  a  man  of  forrows,  and 
acquainted  with  grief,  bearing  forth  the  precious 
feed  of  the  word  of  life,  iball  doubtlefs  come  agaia 
with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  iheaves  with  him.  Nor 
can  wcj  it  is^  apprehended,  pcrufe  the  account  of 
the  flowering  rod  of  Aaron,  depofitcd  in  the  nuxEb 
holy  place,  for  a  perpetoal  memorial  of  the  inves- 
titure of  the  prieflhood  in  him  and  his  family,*' 
without  being  led  to  retledl  on  the  afcertainment 
of  the  efernal  Mekhiredecian  priefthood  to  the 
perfon  of  Chrill:,  by  tiie  reflorefcence  of  that  mortal 
part,  which  he  drew  from  the  ftem^of  Jefii,  and 
which  hath  now  taken  tip  its  relidence  in  heaven 
itfelf,  being  an  everlafting  memorial  to  God  and 
man,  of  the  true  and  availing  priefthood  and  inter-^ 
ceilion  of  the  holy  Jefus. 

Next  to  the  Patriarchs,  and  the  Law,  the  Pijo* 
phets  prefs  for  admittance,  to  deliver  their  tellimo- 
ny  ;  for  <<  the  tetlimony  of  Jefus  (as  faith  the  an* 
gel  m  the  Revelation)  is  the  fpirit  of  Prophecy ."-j^ 
fc^ome  of  thefe  give  their  evidence  in  the  ancient  way 
of  figure  and  emblem ;  others,  with  lefs  referve, 
in  exprcfs  literal  declarations.  Of  the  former  kind 
is  that  of  Jonah,  devoted  for  the  fafety  of  the  vef- 
iel  in  which  he  failed,  detained  tliree  days  in  wliat 
he  ftlleth  *^  the  belly  of  hell,"  arid  then  reftored 
to  the  world  again,  to  preach  repentance  to  the 
heathen  ;  oircumdant^es  too  plain  and  flriking  to 
need  any  comment,  after  that  given,  by  our  Lord 
himfclfj  «*  As  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three 
Bights  in  the  whale's  belly,  fo  fhall  the  Son  of  maa 
be  three  days  and  three  nights,  in  the  heart  ot  the 

earth.'* 
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earth.'**     Of  a  like  nature  is  that  yiCpn  of  Zech^ 
riah,f  in  which  he  fecth  Jofbua  the  high  priell 
elothied  with  fihhy  garments,  which  are  taken  from 
him,  and  he  is  clothed  with  change  of  raiment^, 
and  other  faccrdotal  ornaments,  denoting  the  pu- 
rity, and  glory  of  Chrift,  when  our  iniquity  pafled 
from  him,  and  he  arofe,  without  fin;  unto  falva* 
tk)n.     And  thus  again,  the  prophecy'  of  Haggai, 
that  the  "  glory  of  the  Utter  boufe  iliould  be  great- 
er than  that  of  the  former,"  J  is  as  true  of  the 
temple  of  our  Lord's  body,  alter  his  rcfurreftion, 
compared  with  that  before  his  death,  as  it  is  O/f  the 
fecond  material-  temple,  compared  with  the  firft, 
on  account  of  the  prtfence  of  God  incarnate  in  the 
bne,    which  was  not   in    the   other.       Hofea    de- 
livers a  prediftion  of  the  retl oration  of  the  churclx 
then  opprcffed  and  afiliftgd,  in  terms  literally  ap- 
plicable to  the  virtual  refurredlion  of  the  members 
in  the  Head  of  the  church.—"  Come  and  let  us  re-^ 
t'Urn  unto  the  Lord;    for  he  hath  torn,   and- he 
will  heal  us  3  he  hath  imitten,  aud  he  will  bind  us- 
Hp;  after  two  days  he  will  revive  us  ;  in  the  third- 
day  he  will  raife  us  up,  and  we  fhall  live  in  his 
fight."  II     But  Ifaiah  is  very  explicit,  and  faith,  iiv 
the    perfoo    of   Chrift    addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
churck*,  *<  Thy  dead  men  Ihali  live,  together  witK   ' 
my  dead  body  fhall  they  ariie  y  awake,  and  fing, 
ye  that  dwell  in  the  duil,  for  thy  dew  is  as  the 
dew  of   herbs,    and  the  earth  fliall    caft  out  the- 
dead."§    And  cliewhere,  diicourfing  of  the  Meffiah,^ 
he  forctelieth  exprelsly,  that  "  when  he  had  made 
his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he  fhcukl  fee  his  i'eed^ 
he  ihould  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the 
Lord  ihould  profper  in  his  hands  ^  that  he  ihould 

fee;^ 
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fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied  ;  that 
bdcaufe  he  had  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death>. 
God  would  afterwards  give  him  a  portion  with  the 
great,"*  I  (hall  clofe  the  predictive  evidence  with 
the  famous  paflage  from  the  Ixi.  Pfalm.  "  Thau 
wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou 
fuffef  thy  holy ) one  to  fee  corruption:  thou  wilt 
(hew  .me  the  path  of  life  v"  where,  as  8t  Peter  af« 
fureth  us,  in  his  fermon,  AAs  ii.  David  fpake  not 
in  his  own  perfon,  but  **  being  a  prophet,  and 
knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath  to  him,, 
that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  tp  the  flefti, 
he  would  raife  up  Chrift  to  fit  upon  his  throne,  he 
feeing  this  before,  fpake  of  the  relurrcftion  of 
Chrifl,  that  his  foul  was  not  left  in  hell,  neither 
did  his  flelh  fee  corruption/' 

A  faft  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  as  the  refur- 
redkioQ  of  a  body  from  the  dead,  predi£led,  as  we 
have  feen,  at  fundry  times  and  in  divers  manners^ 
by  the  Patriarchs,  the  Law,  and  the  Prophets,  can- 
not be  fuppofed  to  have  happened  without  fuffi-« 
iGientwitnefles  of  its  accomplifhment.  Thefc  are 
DOW  to  be  collected,  and  made  to  pais  in  due  order 
before  us.  ♦ 

And  firfl-,  we  fhall  cite  Heaven  and  Earth  to, 
give  in  their  evidence  j  for  both  of  them  perceived 
the  pojv'er  of  their  Lord  at  his  riling,  and  both 
proclaimed  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  by 
thofe  awful  figns  and  appearances,  which  ufhered 
in  the  morning  of  the  reiiirreftion.  At  the  time 
jfore-appointed  in  tlic  divine  counfcls,  "  the  angel  of 
of  the  Lord  defcended  from  heaven,"  bringing  with 
him  a  ftrange  and  more  glorious  day  fpring,  his 
brightnefs  covering  the  heavens,  and  enlightening 
the  MTorUL     **  His  countenance  (faith  St  Matthewjj 

was* 
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was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  (how  ^'^ 
all  purity;  and  joy,  and  triumph,  and  glory.  At 
this  manifeflation  of  iplendour  and  majefty  from 
heaven,  the  earth  trembled  and  quaked,  as  decla- 
ring itfelf  unable  any  longer  to  detain  the  body 
which  had  been  committed  to  it  for  a  little  feafon* 
M  Behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake ;  for  the 
angel  of  the  Xord  defcended  from  heaven,  and 
came  and  rolled  back  the  ftone  from  the  door,  and 
fat  upon  it^'  At|the  inf^ant  of  this  univerfal  com* 
motion,  thq  bleffed  Jefus,  awaking  right  early  from 
that  which  was  but  a  fleep  to  him,  and  wtil  be  no 
snore  to  us  who  believe  in  him,  left  the  bed  of 
death*  He  arofe,  and  came  forth,  almighty,  all 
glorious,  frelh  as  the  light  of  the  morning,  as  a 
bridegroom  proceeding  out  of  his  chamber,  as  a  ' 
ftrong  man  prepared  to  run  his  courfe ;  and  faying, 
or  feeming  to  fay,  «  I  am  he  that  Hverh,  and  was 
dead,  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore."* 
-  The  next  witneffes  which  appear  in  favour  of  the 
i^furredtion,  are  the  holy  Angels,  For  as  the  de^ 
ttottt  women,  who  came  betimes  in  the  morning, 
with  a  pious  but  needlefs  care,  to  perform  the  in- 
fiance  of  duty  and  affedlion  to  the  body  of  theic 
Lord,  were  much  perplexed  at  what  they  faw,  lo, 
two  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  cverTejoicing  to 
minifter  to  the  heirs  of  falvation,  appeared  in  robes 
of  glory,  and  reproved  them  for  expelling  to  find 
their  mailer  among  the  tombs,  as  if  it  were  pofllble 
that  he  fliould  be  holden  of  death,  who  was  to 
give  life  to  alL  <*  Why  feek  ye  the  living  among 
the  dead  ?  He  is  not  here,  he  is  rilcn.  Remem- 
ber how  he  fpake  unto  you,  when  he  was  yet  in 
Galilee,  faying,  the  Son  of  man  muft  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  iinfitl  men,  and  be  cruciMed,  and 

the. 
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ihe  tWrcP  day  rife  agam.''*  As  if  they  had  faicf, 
<*  Hovr  l©n^  wU  yc  be  tgnorant  of  the  divine  diP- 
penfations  concerning  the  Meffiah,  and  continue 
ixeeking  the  Loi*d  of  life  in  the  regions  of  death  ? 
He  died,  mdfccd,  unto  fin  once,  as  he  told  y^u  he 
ftdold  j'i^fit  do^Wt  riot  bear  in  mind  what  he  told 
you  at  the  fame  time,  that  after  payment  of  the 
tie'bft,  he  fliould  be  rele'afed  from  prifon,  naming 
the  Very  day  of  his  difchiirge,  the  third  day,  which 
is  f^ow  come.  He  is  rifen,  as  he  faid';  and  being 
fo  rifenj  he  dieth  no  mor€>  death  hath  no  more 
dominion  over  him,  nor  hath  he  any  farther  con- 
neftiows  with  mortality,'*  The  fame  heavenly  mcC- 
fengcrs  were  feen  by  Mary  Magdalene  in  the  fepul- 
thre,  arrayed  in  white,  and  fitting,  the  one  at  the 
head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  bod^ 
of  Jefus  had  lain.  The  grave  was  now  rendered  a 
fccne  of  joy  arid  triumph,  where  Ch rift  had  over* 
rome  the  ftiarpnefs  of  death ;  and  where,  from 
thenceforth,  thcbodiesof  the  faithful  reft  in  peace, 
under  the  care  of  heaven,  tilljhe  general  refurrec* 
tion;  #hen  they  fhall  become  as  the  angels  of  God, 
knd  fiiall  «  walk  vrtth  him  in  white."t 

As  one  fct  of  witnefles  dcfcended  from  above,  to 
bear  teftimony  to  the  refnrreftipn  of  Jefus,  fo  o* 
^hers  afcended,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth.  For  "  many  bodies  of 
of  faints  which  flept  arofc,  and  came  out  of  their 
graves  after  his  refurrdftion,  and-wentinto  ihe  holy 
city,  and  appeared  unto  many.**  J  The  aftonifh- 
inent  produced  in  Jcrufalem  by  the  fudden  appcar- 
lince.of  theft  new  artid  unexpected  evidences,  is 
tnore  eafify  conceived  nthati  expreffcd.  We  may 
only  obferve,  that  if  this  fact  had  not  been  as  the 
Goipel  rcprefents  it,  it  muft  have  expofed  the  in- 
-  .  veriiors 
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irentors  of  the  tale  to  utter  fcorn  and  contempt) 
and  prove  the  ruin  of  the  caufe  which  it  was  in^ 
tended  to  fupport. 

But  it  is  time  to  alledge  the  many  appearances  of 
Chrift  himfelf)  after  his  refurre^lion,  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene apart ;  to  the  other  devout  women  with  her  $ 
to  the  two  going  to  Emmaus  i  to  St  Peter,  to»St 
James,  to  the  eleven ;  to  **  above  five  hundred  bre- 
thren at  once  j?  to  St  Stephen,  juft  before  his  mar- 
tyrdom,  and  to  St  Paul,  at  his  converfion.  And 
To  far  were  thefe  witneflcs  of  the  appearances  of 
Chrift  from  being  credulous,  that  they  were  alto- 
gether fceptical ;  God  having  in  a  wonderful  man- 
ner provided  for  the  confirmation  of  our  faith,  by 
fufFering  them  to  doubt*  For  not  only  tlie  report* 
of  thofe  who  had  fecn  him  were  diibclieved  by 
thofe  who/had  not,  but  when  he  prefented  himfelf 
in  the  midft  of  the  elcveni  they  could  not  credit 
their  own  fenfes.  And  when  all  the  reft  were  con-' 
vinced, Thomas  ftill  ftopd  put, till  ocular  and  palpable 
demonftration  forced  from  him  that  ever  memnrap- 
ble  confeflion,  My  Lord,  and  my.  God  !  "  Thu» 
was  there  no  capacity  of  mankind,  no  time,  no 
place,  but  had  viilble  proof  of  the  refurrc<9:ion  of 
Ciirift.  He  appeared  to  men  and  women,  to  cler- 
gy and  laity,  to  finners  of  both  fexes  5  to  weak 
men  and  to  criminals,  to  doubters  and  deniers,  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  their 
houfes.and  their  journies,  unexpected  and  by  ap* 
pointment,  betimes  in  the, morning,  and  late  at 
night,  to  his  difciplcs  in  conj|unftion,x  and  to  ihiem 
in  difperfion,  when  they  did  look  for  him,  and 
when  they  did  not  j  he  appeared  upon  earth  to 
many,  and  to  bt  Paul  and  St  Stephen  from  heaven* 
So  that  we  can  require  no  greater  tpliimony  than 
all  thefe  are  able  to  give  us,  who  faw  for  them- 

felves 
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felves  and  for  us  too ;  tjiat  the  faith  ttd  certainty 
of  the  refurredioQ  of  Jefus  oiighjt  be  conveyed  to 
all  ages  and  generations.'^ 

To  enable  the  apoftles  thus  to  convey  it»  the  Spi- 
rh  of  truth  himfelf  fct  his  feal  to  th^s  article  of  our 
creed,  by  coming  down  upon  them  on  the  day  of 
Pentecofij  and  beftowing  on  them  wifdom  to  teachy 
power  to  tonfirm,  and  patience  to  fuffer  for  thd 
dodrine  of  the  refurredtion,  until,  converted  by 
their  preaching,  the  nations  of  the  earth  bore  uni. 
verfal  teftimony  to  the  reality  thereof*  For  that 
<<  a  religion  which  taught  men  to  be  meek  and 
hutnble,  difpofed  to  receive  injuries,  hot  not  to  do  . 
any;  a  religion  which  gave  countenance  to  the  poor 
tnd  iowly,  at  a  time  when  riches  were  adored,  and 
ambition  and  pleafure  had  pofleiled  the  hearts  o^ 
all  mankind ;  that  fnch  a  rcdtgion  in  fiich  an  age, 
by  the  fermons  and  condud  of  fifiierm^,  men  of 
mean  breeding  and  illiberal  arts,  ihould  fo  ipeedily. 
triumpli  over  the  philo(b(Ay  of  the  world,  and  the 
iarguments  of  the  ibbtle,  and  the  difcourfes  of  the 
eloquent ;  the  power  of  princes  and  theinterefts  of 
fiates,  the  Inclinations  of  nature  and  the  blindneft 
of  zeal,  the  force  of  cullom  and  the  Iblidtation  of 
paffidnsj  the  pleaiinres  of  fin  and  the  bufy  airts  of 
the  devil ;  that  is,  againft  wit  and  power,  fiiperfti*- 
tionand  wiifolnefs,  fame  and  money,  nature  and 
Hsmpire,  which  are  all  the  conies  in  this  woxM  that 
can  make  a  thing  impoilible ;  this,  this  is  to  be  af« 
cribed  to  the  power  of  God,  is  the  great  demonfira- 
tion  of  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus.  Every  thing  was 
jan^iirgqment  for  it,  and  improved  it ;  no  objeAion 
Yould  hinder  it,  no  enemies  deftroy  it  $  whatibever 
was  for  it  made  the  religion  to  Increafe  j  whatfoever 
was  agaidft  it<  made  it  to  increafe.  If  the  ChriHi'' 
«ns  had  peace,  they  went  abroad  and  brought  in 
Vot.  II.  F  .  converts  ? 
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converts  ?  if  they  had  perfecirtion,  the  converts 
came  in  to  them*  In  profperity  they* allured  and 
enticed  the  world  by  the  beauty  of  holinefs ;  in  af- 
fliftion  and  trouble  they  amazed  all.  men  with  the 
fplendor  of  their  innocence,  and  the  glories  of  their 
patience.  Quickly  therefore  it  was,  that  the  world 
became  difcipte  to  the  glorious  Nazarene,  and  men 
could  no  longer  doubt  of  the  refiirreftion  of  Jefus, 
when  it  became  demonft rated  by  the  certainty  of 
thofe  who  faw  it,  and  the  courage  of  thofe  who 
died  for  it,  and  die  multitude  of  thofe  who  be- 
lieved" it ;  who  by  their  fermons  and  their  sftions, 
by  their  public  offices  and  difcourfes,  by  feftivals 
and  facraments,  by  arguments  offcnfe  and  expe- 
rience, by  reafon  and  religion,  by  pcrfuading  ra- 
tional men,  and  eftablifliing  believing  Chriftiansj 
by  their  living  in  the  obedience,  and  dying  for  the 
teftimony  of  Jefus,  have  greatly  advanced  his  king- 
dom, and  his  power,  and  his  glory,  into  which  ht 
entered  upon  his  refurreftion  from  the  dead.;  *  >  . 
'llius  we  have  taken  fuch  a  view,  as  the  ufual 
time  allotted  to  difcourfes  of  this  kind  will  allow 
us  to  take,  of  the  evidence  for  our  Lord's  refurrcc- 
tion,  predictive •  and  hifkorical  5  to  the  completion 
of  which,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  any  thing  wanting^ 
-unlcfs  it  were  the  tcftimony  of  the  ad vcrfary  to  the 
truth  of  the  difputed  fa^i  by  the  futility  of  an  ob- 
jeftion  ftarted  to  overtiirow  it.      And  with  this 

proof 

*  Bifliop  Taylor**  Moral  Demonft ration  ef  the  Truth. of  Chrifti' 
finitu  republifhed,-  fince  this  J^ifcourre  was  written,  by  a  Jearne4 
ftnu  amiable  prelate  of  our  church.  May  it  meet  with  the  fuccefs 
It  deferycs;  for  no  tra6i  ever  came  from  the  pen  of  man,  better 
calculated  to  difp'el  ti'rofe  doubts  and  ^ifficnities  which  may  jiriie 
,in  the  mind  of  a  believer,  or  to  work  conviOion  and  convcrfion 
in  that  of  the  unbeliever,  who  can  bring  himfelf  to  give  it  a  fair 
and  attentive  perufal.  This  has  ever  appeared  to  mc  to  be  its 
true  charafter,  (incc  the  hour  wdicn,  with  equal  furprize  and  plea- 
sure, 1  firfl  met  with  it,  where  it  To  long  Jay  hidden  from  tbc  fa- 
Ihionable  world,  ia  tlie  Dudor  DubUantium, 
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proof  llkewife  the  Roman  guard,  under  the  direc- 
tion df  the  Jewifh  rulers,  has  thought  proper  to 
furhlfli  us.  "  The  difciples,  fay  they,  came  by 
night,  and  ftole  him  away,  while  we  llept."  The 
difciples  came  and  ftole  the  body  !  They,  who  all 
foribok  their  maftcr  at  his  apprthenlion,  and  fled  \ 
they,  who  from  that  time,  had  abfconded,  for  fear 
t>f  the  Jews^  without  hope,  without  courage,  with- 
out contrivance,  became  all  at  once  fubtil  in  coun- 
fel,  and  daring  in  execution.  They  projected  it 
plan  to  difplace  the  guard,  break  the  feal,  remove 
the  ftone,  and  refcuc  the  body,  in  order  to  perfuadc 
the  world,  that  their  mafter  was  rifen  from  the 
dead*  And  all  this  they  efiefted,  not  with  the  pre- 
cipitation of  men  engaged  in  a  bad  defign,  wli6 
feared  adiibqyery,  and  would  therefore  have  haftily 
feizexi  the  b©dy,  wrapped  as  it  was  in  the  fepulchr  A 
Teli^ments';  but  with  all  the  competed  feduUty  of 
domeflics,  carefully  difentangling  k  from  the  linen 
clothes,  and  then  depoliting  them  in  the  exa<Stcft 
order.  It  is  now  proper  to  enquire,  where  were 
the  foldiers  appointed  to  watch  the  fepiilchre,  all- 
this  while  ?  What  were  they  doing  i  The  anfwer 
is* ready;  they  were  aflcep.  Notwitht^anding  the 
rigour  of  the  Roman  difcipline,  and  the  care  thsrt: 
would  doubt  lefs  be  taken  to  fele(St  proper  men  uponu 
this  great  occafion,  yet  the  difciples  came  and  ftolir- 
the  body,  «  while  they  flept."  But  did  they  indeed 
ileep  ?  Did  they  all  lleep  ?  Determine  then,  ye- 
Jews  and  infidels,  what  degree  of  credit  is  duetcx* 
the  teftimony  of  men  coYicerning  what  happened^, 
-when,  by  their  own  confeilion,  they  were  afleepi 
This  idle  tale,  which  thus  carries  its  own  confuta- 
tion with  it,  could  have  been  the  offspring  only  of 
a  corrupt  and  infatuated  Sanhedrim,  to  whom  the 
watch  told  what  had  happened — nat  that  the  dit-- 

1?  z  cjpless 
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i»ples  come  and  ftole  the  body  while  they  flept-^ 
but  that,  while  tliey  were  half  dead  with  fear,  at 
beholding  the  heavens  around  them  in  a  blaze  of 
glory,  and  feeling  the  earth  under  them  trembling 
from  its  centre,  the  Galilcian  arole  from  the  dead, 
to  the  confufion  of  all  his  enemies^  But  to  ftifle 
this  evidence,  and  prevent  the  report  from  fpread* 
ing,  the  foldlers  had  large  money  given  them  by  the 
chief  priefts  (and  indeed  the  work  deferved  the  wa* 
ges)  to  propagate  a  ilory  fo  abfurd  and  fhamelefs^tl^at 
inftead  of  invalidating  the  truth  of  the  refurreAion^ 
it  is  of  itfelf  fufiicient  to  make  any  man  believe  it^ 
who  was  before  determined  to  the  contrary. 

If  therefore  the  patriarchs,  the  law,  and  the  pro* 
phets  \  if  heaven  and  earth ;  if  angels  from  above^ 
and  the  dead. from  beneath ;  if  the  appearances  of 
Chrift  himfelf  on  earth  and  from  heaven ;  if  the 
Spirit  of  truth*  with  all  his  gifts  and  graces  \  if  the 
miracles  of  the  apoftles,  the  lives  of  (aints,  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  confeilbrs,  and  the  deaths  of  martyrs  \ 
if  the  converiion  of  the  world  to  the  £aith  of  a  cru^ 
cified  Saviour,  without  power,  wealth,  or  learning  \ 
if  the  church,  with  the  antiquity,  nniverfality,  and 
copfent  of  her  ihftitutions  and  fervices  for  above 
Seventeen  ceiituries,  from  the  day  on  which  Chrift 
was  firft  feen  by  the  eleven  after  his  refurre£lion, 
to  this  hour,  in  which  we  are  now  ailembled  for 
the  commemoration  of  it  \  and  laftly,  if  the  objec- 
tions of  the  adverfary  edabUihing  the  truth  which 
they  were  intended  to  fubvert ;  that  is  to  fay,  in 
,one  word,  if  all  the  evidence  which  God  can  give, 
or  man  receive,  be  fuiBcient  to  prove  a  matter  of 
faft  5  then  may  we  evermore  rejoice,  and  evermore 
:Jct  us  therefore  rejoice,  in  all  the  glorious  confe- 
quences  of  the  propoiitlon  in  the  t^xt-— "  the  Lord 
is  rifen  indeed.''. 
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Phil.  iii.  2c,  21. 


From  whence  alfo  we  look  for  the  Bnvionr^  tht^  Lord ' 
Jefus  Ckrifl ;   who  JJoall  change  our  vile  bodyt  ^^^^ 
it  may  he  fajhloned  like  unio  his  glorious  body^  accord" 
ing  1o  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  fubdue^ 
all  things  to  himfejf. 

1  HE  text  treats  of  a  moft  amazing  change  to  be* 
one  c]*»y  wrought  in  the  bodies  of  men,  as  alfo  of 
the  perlbii  who  is  to  efleft  it,  namely,  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.     And  indeed,  «  we  trufted  it  had 
been  he  who  fliouki  have  redeemed  Ifrael-from  all. 
his  troubles."    But  are  we  "  ftrangers  in  Jerufalem, . 
and  know  not  the  things  that  have  eome  to  pais  • 
there  within  thefe  days;"   that,  this  fame  Jefus,. 
falfely  accufed,  through  envy,  by  the  nobles  of  Ju-- 
dah,  has  been  caft  into  the  den  of  lions,^  w^th  a^ 
ftone  brought. and  laid  upon  the  mouth  of  the  den, . 
and  fealed  with  a  fignet,  that,  the  purpofe  might 
not  be  changed  concerning  him,*  nor  any  poffibi- 
lity  remain  of  his  cfcaping  from  thence  ?  In  this . 
ftatCj  he  is  by  no  means  able  to  perform  the  great 
work,  afcribed  to  him  in  the  text.     For  it  muH: 
be  obferved,  that  though  he  be  indeed  God  over 
alt,  he  is  not  the  Saviour^  without  h\s  Humanity, 
Tiiough  the  railing  the  dead  be  an  aft  of  Omnipo-- 
/        ^  ^3  teiices'i 

•Dim.  vi.  17, 
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,  tence,  and  confequently  one  which  muft  J>e  wrought 

hy  his  Divinity,  yet  it  i^  not  Jefus  Chrift  that  does 

it,  unlefs  the  Divinity  does  it  in  Jefus.     And  thus 

the  text  runs—**  We  look  for  the  Saviour,  tie  Lord' 

%/'J^//'    But  from  whence  do  we.  look  for  him  ? 

From  the  ftpulchre  ?   No :  from  heaven ;  «*  Our 

converfation  is  in  heaven^  from  whence  we  look  for 

the  Saviour."    Surely  then  «<  the  God  whom  he 

ierved  has  delivered  him  from  the  power  of  the 

Uons.''  *    Surely  «  the  klpg  has  ftnt  and  delivered 

him,  the  prince  of  the  people  has  kt  htm  go  free :"  f- 

<<  He  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  filare  of  the 

fowler :  the  fnare  is  broken,  and  he  is  delivered,"  %\ 

,and  fled  away  towards  heaven.     For  how  (hould  a 

perfon,  once  laid  in  the  grave^  come  from  heaven, 

unleis  he  were  firft  rifen,  and:  afcend^d  thither  i. 

Four  days  ago  he  was  carried  captive  into  the  king-. 

dom  of  death,  and  confined  in  that  flrong  city,  the 

grave;  and  now  we  look  for  him  to  come  from. 

heaven.     For  thus  doth  the  prophet  liaiah  moft. 

magnificently  defcribe  him  returning  to  his  capital,^ 

from  the  land  of  the  enemy,   after  his  pailion  ; 

•<  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  died. 

garments  from  Bozrah  ;  thi?  that,  is  glorious  in  his 

apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatncfs  of  his  firength  i 

I  who  fpeak  in  righteouincfs  mighty  to*  fave."  H- 

Well  therefore  may  we  ^'  look  for  the  Saviour 

from  heaven,"   for   there   moft  certainly  he   is.. 

And  from  thence^   as  the  text  afRrms,   he  fhall 

as  certainly  come,  to  raife  us.     He  who  died  on 

the  crofs  to  redeem,  who  rofe  from  the  fepulchre 

to  juftify,  and  who  fcnt  his  Spirit  from  heaven  to 

faiiftify  our  fouls,  he,  even  he,  fhall  come  to  glorify 

•ur  bodiesj  and  finiOx  his  work.     And  then  flxali 

we 

•  Dan.  ▼!»  aa,  47.  f  Pf,  cr.  ac 

\  Pf.  cxxxiv.  7.  [  Idkim  Ixlii.  I. 
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we  hear  from  tbe  throne  the  yoice  oF  mighty  thun*- 
deringS)  Taying,  it  k  done.     I  am  Alpha  and  Ome- 
ga, the  firft  and  the  laU,  the  beginning  and  tbe 
end«     I  will  give  unto  him  that  is  athiriir,  of  the 
water  of  life  freely."    May  we  not  therefore  addrefs . 
the  world  in  tbe  words  of  Mofcs'  divine  Song,  and. 
fey,  «  Give  car>  O  ye  heavens,  and  he  will  ipeak;/ 
and  hear,  O  earth,  the  words  of  his  mouth.     His 
dodlrine  Ihall  drop  as  the  rain,  and  his^fpeech  ihall 
diftil  as  the  dew  ;"  *  for,  as  it  is  elfewhere  wriltc%, 
his  <^  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  tbe  earth, 
fhall  caft  out  the  dead.^'f  '  The  dew,  like  himfelf^, 
arifes  from  earth,  but  wc  look  for  it  from  heaven^ 
««^  whence  alfo  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord' 
Jfcfus  Chqft,  who  fhall  change  our  vile  body,  that 
it  may  be  failjioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  ac*- 
cordiitg  to  the  working,  whereby  he  is  able  even  to 
fabdue  all  things  to  himfelf.'* 

Let  us  then  conlider  ChriH:  corning  from  heaven, 
as  a  Siaviour, 

Man  condfts  of  two  parts,  both  of  which  ftand- 
in  need  of  a  Saviour,  becaufe  both  fell,  and  became 
fubjeft  to  the  deftroyer.     The  falvation  here  fpoi^^- 
ke«  of'is^  plainly  the  falvation  of  the  body,  not  ex*- 
eluding  that  of  the  foul,  but  perfeftive  of  it.     For. 
if  Chrift  be  her  edeno'minated»a  Saviour,  becauft^^- 
he  comes  to  change  the  body,  then  is  he  here  fpo* 
ken  of  as  the  Saviour,  of  the  body,  which  he  comes^ 
to  change.     Now,  a  Saviour  is  one  that  delivers  us  . 
from  our  enemies,  as  it  is  written—^"  he  hatbraifed 
up  an  horn  of  falvation  for  uss-^^tbat  we  fhould  be 
faved  from  our  enemies.":};    But  the  enemy  that 
deftroys  the  body  is  death,  and  therefore  the  body 
cannot  be  faved  from  that  enemy  without  a  refur- 
r^ftion,  nor.  can  Chrift  be  its  Saviour,  unlefs  he 

raife 

^  Peut.  xxiii.  v      f  Ifai;  xxvv  I9,      \  Luke  I  69— 7i» 
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'15aiftf.it  from  the  dead.     But  tha  apoftle  here  ftiles^ 
him  the  Saviour^  with  refpe^El'  to  the  body  5  there- 
fore he:will  be  its  " /pcfurredtion  and  its  Jife,  and 
vhofoever  bclieveth  on  him,  though  he  were  dead^. 
yet-fhall  he  live/' 

Indeed,  the  work  of  redemption  is  left  unfinifh- 
ed,  if  this  be  not  the  cafe.  For  notwjthftanding 
tl^e  fufferings  and  refurre^tipn  of  Clirift,  «  the 
whole  creation  gro^neth,  and  travaileth.  in  pain  to- 
gether, until  now ;.  and  not  otily  they,  but  our- 
fdves  alfo,  which  have  the  firft  fry  its  of  the  Spi- 
rit, even  we  ourfelves  groan  within  ourfelves,  wait- 
ing for  the  adoption,  to  W4t,  the  redeitipticn  of  the 
body."*  This,  and  this  only,  crowns  and  makes 
eiFedlual  the  labours  of  the  Redeemer.  '*  For  this 
end  (fays  the  apoftle)  Chrift  both  died,  and  rofe, 
and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord,  both  of  the 
dead,  and  of  the.  living."  f  And  again,  "  he  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world 
•by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained  •,  whereof  he 
has  given  aflurance  unto  all  nrien,  in  that  he  raifed 
him  from  the  dead."  J  Chrift  was.  incarnate  that 
he  might  rife,  he  arofc  that  he  might  alcend,  he 
afcended-  that  he  might  take  pOiTeffion  of  his  king- 
dom', and  he  took  pofleiSon  of  his  kingdom  that  he^ 
might  raife  the  dead,  and  judge  the  world.^  *<  The 
God  of  our  fathers  (fays  St  Peter),  raifed  up  Jefus> 
whom  ye  flew,  him  hath  God  exalted  with  his 
right  hand" — for  what  end  ?— r"  I  o  be  a  prince, 
and  a  Saviour."  jl.  He  therefore  that  **  lias  done  fo 
great  things  for  us  already,  whereof  we.  do  rejoice, 
yea,  and  will  rejoice,"  will  never  leave  us  in  our 
enemy's  hand,  but  *'  {hall  reign  till  lie  has  put  all 
enemies  under  his  feet^"  and  we  know,  <^  the  laft 
enemy  that  iliall  be  deftroyed  is  Death." 

Again., 

•Ronx  viii.  25.  f  Rom.  xiv.  ^  \  AGs  xvii.  3t. 
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:  Again.  He  who  is  eternal  truths  and  who  pro- 
tniied  to  raife  Chriily  has  promifed  to  raife  us* 
He  has  fulfilled  one  part  of  his  prosnifej  and  there- 
fore will  accompliih  the  other. 

Nor  is  this  all.  But  fuch  is  the  intimate  union 
between  Chrift  and  us,  that  his  refurre^ion  in  ef- 
feA  is  ours  s  and  we  are  looked  upon  by  our  hea- 
venly Father  as  already  rifen  in  his  beloved  Son* 
For  we  muft  confider  Chriil  as  fufFering  and  rifing^ 
-not  for  himfelf  alone,  but  for  us.  We  muft  not 
view  hitp  as  a  private  p^erfon,  as  a  ilngle  individual^ 
but  as  the  reprefentative  and  fub^tute  of  human- 
nature;  and  of  all  the  perfons  in  that  nature ;  we 
muft  view  him  as  the  fecond  Adam^  containing  in 
his  loins  all  who  are  or  fhall  be  born  of  the  will  of 
.God,  of  tncorruptible  feed^  by  (piritoal  regeners* 
tion ;  as  in  the  loins  of  the  firft  Adam  l^y  all  his 
poftcrity,  afterwards  born  of  the  will  of  man,  of 
corrtiptible  feed,  by  natural  generation.  In  this 
capacity,  as  furety  and  father  of  us  all,  he  entered 
the  graves  and  lay  under  the  arreft  of  deaths  &r. 
our  fin;  and  in  this  capacity  he  arofe  from  the. 
.gravC)  and  came  forth,  for  our  juftification ;  that 
as  <«  IN  Adam  all  died,  even  fo  in  Chrift  ftionld  zkl 
be  made  ^live."  I'he  words,  therefore,  which  he 
fpake,  are  fulfilled  j  «*  Becaufc  I  live,  yefliall  livei'' 
alfo."  *  For  if  Chrift  be  rifen  in  our  nature,  then 
our  nature  is  rifen  in  Chrift  i  and  if  our  nature  be 
rifen,  then  they  who  partake  of  that  nature  fhall 
.rife  too.  We  are,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  irvf*fvr9i^ 
<*  planted  together  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death,!' 
that  we  may  grow  together  "  in  the  likenefs  of  hi$ 
arefurreition.'*  He  Jbr  us,  and  we  in  him  i  that 
<*  the  lame  Spirit  which  raif^id  the  Lord  Jefus  fronx 
the  dead,  may  alfo  quicken  our  mortal  bodics."f 

For. 

•  J>hn  xiT..f9.  t  Rpin^vm.  XX, 
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For  who  amongft  us  ever  heard,  of- a  living  h^ad 
•joined  to  dead  members  ?  Now  that  he  is  joined  to 
us  is  moil  certain.     For  when  the  foot  was  bruifed 
on  earth,  the  head  from  heaven  cried  out,  as  fen- 
filile  of  the  pain,    "Saul,    Saul,   why 'perlecuteft 
•thou  ME  ?"  The  head,  lifted  up  from  the  waters 
which  had  overwhelmed  it,  drew  in  the  breath,  of 
.the  Spirit  of  life,  to  enliven  and  invigorate  every 
member  of  the  body.     And  though  the .  member's 
:are,  as  yet,  wading  thrcrtigh  thofe  waters,'  and  be- 
Jng'  covered  with  the  waves,  live  only  by  their  vi- 
itai  union,  with  the  exalted  head^  yet  have  they  this 
proniife,  on  which  they  may  with  confidence  rely 
i- — i"  I,  when  I  am  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  un-  - 
to  m«.!*  *     TJie'Apoflle.obfcrveSjthat  «  if  any  one 
wmemijer.be.  honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with 
:itl"f..     How  much  more  muft  this  be  the*  cafe, 
iwhcn  **  the  head  is  become  as  the  moft  fine  gold, 
and  on  it  are  many  crowns;^'  when -all  the  king- 
doms  of  this  world   are   become   the   kingdoms 
-€f  our  Lord,    and  his  Chrift  j"    which  Chrift  is 
•♦/Ill^chead  of  the  church,-  and  he  is  the  Savioar 
:toflthe  body/'     It  is -an  acknowledged  axiom^^ths^ 
lis  is  the  root,  fuch  arc  the  branches..    If  thert'the 
r6ot,  though  fet  in  dry  ground,  yet  through  the 
influences  of  heaven,  and  the  water  of  life,  became 
full  of  immortality,    how  ihall  not  the  branches 
partake  of  that  immortality  which  the  root  receives  . 
only  to  beftow  it  upon  them,  as  it  is  written;  ff.The 
J'ather  hath  given  to  theSon  to  have  life  in  himfelf, 
tiiat.  he  fliDuld  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  he  Im 
given  him.'*  j    He  is  the  r'oot,  we  are  the  branches. 
He  is  the  fir tl:  begotten  from  the  dead  :  therefore  o- 
thers,  whom  ^'  he  is  not  aftiamed  to  call  brethren," 
Ihall  be  begotten  from  the  dead,  and  declared  tliie 

fons . 
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fohs  of  God,  as  he  was^  by  their  refurreftion,  and 
the  power  of  the  Almightyr  Many. other  Scrips 
ture  illuftrations  of  the  fame  point  might  be  zddiv* 
ced;  but  thefe  are  fufficient.  Well  then  might 
the  apoftle  argue,  as  he  docs,  in  tliat  truly  irrefra- 
gable manner  ;  «  Now,  if  Chrift  be  preached,  that 
he  rofc  from  the  dead,  how  fay  fome  among  you, 
that  there  is  no  refurrcftion  of  the  dead  ?  But  if 
there  be  no  refurre£tion  of  the  dead,  then  is  Chrift 
not  rifen  ;.  and  if  Ghrift  be  not  ri<en,  then  Js  our 
preaching 'vain,  6nd  your  faith  is  alfo  vain.  Yea, 
and  we  are  found  fidfe  witneffes  of  God  ;  becaufe 
-we  have  teftified  of  God,  that  he  raifed  up  Chrift, 
whom  he  raifed  not  np,  if  fo  be  that  the  dead  riit 
not*  For,  if  the  djead-rife  not,  then  is  not  Chrift 
raifed.  And  if  Chrift  be  net  raifed,  your  faith  is 
vain,  .ye  ar^  yetJ  in.  yoiir:  fins.  Then  they  alfo, 
which  are  fiillen  .afleep  in  Chrift,  iare  periftied.  -If 
in  this  life  only  wc  have  hope  in  Chrift,  we  are  of 
all  men  moft  miferabie.  Bat  now,  is  Chrift  rifen 
from  the  dead,,  wad  become  the  firft  fruits  of  them 
that  flcpt."  The  .firft  fruits  are  prefci>ted  by  the 
great  high  prieft. .  <^  On  the  morning  after  the 
jkhbatfa,  he  waved  them  before  Jehovaii."  -  llien 
the  heavens  wene  bowed,  and  t  he  earth  fliook..  And 
meet  it  was,  whjen  the  iheaf  of  Jofeph  thus  arofc 
and  ftood  upright,  that  evdry ftieaf  in  the  field  fliould 
-make  bbeifance  •,  *  that  every  knee  {hould  bow,  of 
things  in  heaven,  and  things  on  earth,  and  every 
tongue  confefs  that  Jcflis  is  Lord ;  f  that  he  is  the 
'firfl'fruits^  forefliewing,  fandlifying,  and  infuring 
that  future  harvcft,  which  will  be  at- the  end  of  the 
world  -,  that  be  isi  tlie  firft  fruits  of  them  ih-Mjlept^ 
and  therefore  that'they  who  -are  in  the  graves  .«  are 
XiOt  dead,  but  fleep \'  aqd  <«  if  they  fleep  in  hiro, 

they 
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they  fliall  do  well.'*  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  he 
will  call  from  heaven  to  his  people,  faying  in  th« 
words  of  his  prophets— "Awake,  and  fing,  ye 
that  dwell  in  the  duft,"  and  let  the  voice  of  Aielody 
be  hbard  through  all  the  chambers  of  the  grave : 
^  Awake  up,  my  glory,  awake  lute  and  harp ;  a- 
wake,  thou  that  fleepeft;  ibake  thyfelf  from  the 
duft ;  awake,  utter  a  fong ;  break  forth  into  joy, 
fing  together,  ye  wafte  places  of  Jerufalcm,  for  the 
LoTil  hath  comforted  his  people,  he  hath  redeem- 
ed Jerufalem*  Hath  he  faid,  and  fliall  he  not  do 
it  ?  I  will  redeem  them  from  death,  I  will  ranfomi 
them  from  the  power  of  the  grave  i  O  death,  I  will 
be  thy  plagues,  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftru^bn% 
Repentance  fhall  be  hid  from  mine  eyes.  I  am  Je* 
liovah,  and  change  not.^ 

But  how  is  this  fiilvation  to  be  efieded  i  The 
text  cxpreflcs  it  by  a  change ;  ««  Who  Ihall  change 
our  vile  body.^  And  otherwife  than  by  a  change 
from  the  ftate  in  which  it  is  to  one  very  different, 
the  deliverance  cannot  be  wrought;  iince  the  fab* 
je&  of  it  is  a  body  now  vile.  In  the  original  it  if 
cmfm,  rm  'ttb^muMruts  tif*m^  the  body  of  OUT  ttHniiiu^ion.  Hu- 
miliation implies  a  fall  from  fome  higher  ftate» 
And  (iich  a  fall  our  nature^  has  fuftained.  For 
though  the  body  of  man  was  originally  formed  out 
of  the  earth,  it  was  of  the  earth,  before  the  curfc 
of  corruption  was  mflifted  upon  it.  <*  God  crea* 
ted  marl  to  be  immortal ^  and  made  him  an  image  of 
his  own  etermtyJ^  Other  things  were  produced  by 
the  word  of  his  power,  but  man  by  the  counfel  oif 
tlje  eternal  Three,  who  faid,  **  Let  us  make  man.** 
The  workmanfliip  ennobled  the  materials;  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty  bellowed  perfection  as  it 
paiTed  upon  them,  and  the  creature  rofe  under  itj 
beautiful  in  his  form,  excellent  in  his  glory,  the 

moft 
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moft  perfe£i  image  of  hh  maker*  There  i^as  no 
fi^d  of  corruf^ion  wid^in,  tp^  caufe  difeafe  and  d&» 
fcMrmity  without  i .  no  contending  paiEons  in  the 
fou),  like  moths  to  fret  and  wear  oat  its  garment 
the  body.  The  foul,  clothed  with  the  Spirit  of 
Holinefs,  was  all  glorious  within,  and  could  not 
Imt  commundcate  fome  portion  of  •  its  excellence  to 
its  earthly  tabernacle,  thereby  rendering  matter  a 
fit  companion  £9t  an  upright  fpirit,  breathed  into 
it  from  above.  God  made  not  fin^  neither  hath 
fae  pleafure  in  the  punifhment  of  it»  But  man 
chofe  it.  And  behold  what  deftru^lion,  it  hatJi 
brought  upon  the  earth,  and  upon  our  body  form* 
ed  out  of  it.  What  dreadful  attendants  has  this 
ravager  of  the  world  introduced  !  Corruptlonf  and 
fbame,  and  mrfery,  ^nd  trouble  and  infirmity,  and 
deformity,  and  forrow,  and  death.  The  foul  is 
become  a  fea,  whereon  the  paffions,  like  winds^ 
firive  for  the  maflery,  fliaking  the  earthly  frame 
with  divers  difeai'es,  and  fundry  kinds  of  deaths 
tt  is  now  <«  a  body  of  fin  ;*'  and  what  wonder^ 
that  it  Should  be  a  body  of  humiliation  ?''  Sin  has 
laid  it  low,  even  to  thp  duft^  Pamper  it  with  the 
lukurt^  of  fea  and  land,  array  it  in  gold  and  dia« 
monds,  it  will  be  ftiU  the  fame.  Only  undraw  the 
curtains  of  afflldion,  and  yoju  view  it  langqiihing 
upon  the  bed  of  iicknefs  y  }wio(ik  the  doors  of  thip 
grave,  or  cntSr  the  fecret  reccfles  of  the  charneU 
houfe,  and  you  behold  it  ftripped  of  the  world'f 
tinfel  pomps  and  vanities^  reduced  to  putrid  flefli^ 
tnouhderingduft,  and  dry  bones;  no  longer  able  to  dif« 
guife  or  difown  itsorlginal;  brought  at  laft  to  kno^ 
kielf,  and  itttrodoced  to  an  ac<|uaintance  proper  fcur 
it,  *^  earth  to  earth,  afhes  to  alhes,  duft  tv  duft..'' 
Here  then,  O  thou,  whofoever  thou  art,  that  d^- 
ligluefi  to  contemplate,  tlu;  dignky  and  reftitud^  of 
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human  nature,  here  fit  down,  2jad  begin  thy  me-* 
ditations.     Is  it  thus,  that  virtue  is  its  own  reward  ? 
Or  fay,  is  the  body  no  part  of  the  man  ?  If  it  be, 
why  is  it  in  this  ftate?  Or  how  is  it  to  be  changed? 
Men  talk  much  of  the  moral  fenfe.     Can  the  moral 
fenfe  acquaint  us  with  the  refurrcclion  of  the  dead? 
Reafon  is  placed  on  the  throne,  and  her  kingdom, 
^  it  is  faid,  ruleth  over  all.     Can  Reafon  difcover  the 
change  ofcorruption  into  glory  ?  WeJaiowfhe  can- 
not ;  and  when  {he  fpake  upon  the  fubje^l  at  A- 
thens,  her  language  was,—"  What  will  this  bab- 
bler fay  ?*' 

Nay,  fince  that  time,  we  have  heard  her  mutter- 

ingfrom  the  duft,  by  the  mouth  of  certain  philofo- 

phers— "  How  are  the  dead  raifed  up,  and  with 

what  body  do  they  come  ?'*  With  what  body,  O 

man,  ihould  they  come,  but  the  body  with  which 

they  went  ?  What  body  fhould  be  raifed  from  the 

^  grave,  but  the  body  that  was  laid  in  the  grave  ? 

Had  we  feen  Jofeph  of  Arimathea  depoiit  the  Re-* 

deemer  of  the  world  in  the  fepulchre,  and  been 

told,  that  the  Redeemer  fhould  arife  again,  could  any 

one  have  thought  of  aCking,  with  what  body  <!  he 

fhould  come  ?**  Whether  with  the  body  which  he 

had,'  when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Jcrufalem, 

at  twelve  years  old  \  or  the  body  he  had  at  twenty  ; 

or  the  body  he  had  at  thirty,  when  he  began  his 

miniftry  ?  Upon  this  fubje£t  two  mdi,  of  equal  a- 

bilities,  might  difpute,  if  they  were  to  live  fo  long, 

till  Chrift  came  in  the  clouds  to  judgment,  and 

found  them  doubting  whether  he  were  rifen  or  not, 

becaufe  they  could  not  conceive,  with  what  body 

he  fhould  rife,  or  how  it  was  confiftent  with  the 

juftice  of  God,  to  raife  and  reward  one  body  only, 

when,  as  they  apprehend,  he  was  born  in  one  body, 

lived  in  another,  and  fuiSered  in  a  third  \  becaufe, 

'it 
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it  is  laid,  the  body  undergoes  a  thorough  change 
in  a  certain  term  of  years.  This  metaphyfical  ar- 
gument, therefore,  though  ftemingly  no  more 
than  a  diificililty  propofed  as  to  the  manner  of  our 
refurreftion,  really  ftrikes  ac  the  truth  of  the  arti- 
cle of  Chrifi's  refurreftion,  and  is  calculated  to 
darken  the  counfel  and  Revelation  of  the  Mod 
High,  by  words  without  knowledge :  fo  much  with- 
out knowledge,  that  the  plain  matter  of  fa£t  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  anfwer.  Jefus  Chrift  was  laid  in  the  fepul- 
chre,  and  the  fame  Jefus  Chrid  arofe  out  of  the 
fepulchre.  And  if  it  were  fo  with  his  natural  bo- 
dy, Jnrhy  fhould  it.be  otherwife  with  his  myftical? 
The  Scriptures  are  clear  that  it  will  not.  For  a9 
they  who  are  alive  at  Chrift's  coming,  are  to  be 
«  changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ;"  and  confe- 
quently,  thait  body  muft  be  changed  which  is  found 
at  the  inftant  of  his  coming,  and  no  other ;  fo  they^ 
that  are  in  their  graves  fhall  icome  forth  to  be 
changed  like  wife,  andconiequently,  thofe  bodies  oAf- 
ly  muft  be  changed  that  were  laid  in  the  graves^ 
««  Who  (hall  change  our  vile  body,**  fays  the  textr 
therefore  the  vile  body  mufl:  be  there  to  be  changed*^ 
Otherwife  it  would  not  be  a  change  fura^nfivrMf,  a^ 
transformation f  or  transfiguration^  of  vile  into  glori- 
ous, but  a  fuhftitutton  of  glorious  for  yile.  It  is^ 
this  mortal,  and  this  corruptible;  ««r»/wir«r;  thia* 
very  mafs  of  n^ortality  and  corruption.  <<  It  {$ 
fown>  IT  is  raifed.'* .  The  fame,  in  fliort,  may  be 
£ud  to  thefe  objedlors,  which  Chrift  faid  to  the- 
Sadducees  upon  a  like  occafion^  <<  Ye  do  greatly  err^ 
.not  knowing  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God.'*^ 
For  if  you .  knew  the  power  of  God,  you  would 
know  that  he  can  do  it;  and  if  you  knew  the.Scrip- 
tiires,  you  would  know  that  he  wll  do  it.  And 
if  they  fay  be  will,  do /it,  all  the  objedlions  in  the 
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world  fliew  but  one  thing,  namely,  "  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief"  in  the  objeflors.  For  Gnce 
the  Scriptures  (and  particularly  tlie  proccTs  in  Eze- 
kiel's  viiion  of  therefurediion)  plainly  fhew,  that 
the  body  is  firil  to  be  rnifed,  and  all  the  parts  of  it 
put  together,  before  the  change  takes  place,  no- 
thingremains,  but  an  atheiftical  denial  oi  th^ povtr 
■tfGod  to  collect  the  parts,  and  put  them  togetherj 
a  denial  that  he,  who  made  all  things  of  impalpable 
duft,  and  beheld  the  fubftance  of  the  world,  be- 
fore two  atoms  of  it  were  joined  :  who  formed  the 
body  of  man  out  of  thofe  created  for  that  purpofe, 
and  dilTolTcs  and  difperfes  them  at  pleafure  ;  a  de- 
nial that  he  can  collect  them  again  when  difperfedj 
adenial  that  the  Almighty  can  do  this.  Only  fup- 
pofe  a  man  not  ignorant  of  the  power  of  God,  and 
sll  difficulties  vanilh.  For  then,  whether  the  dull: 
lie  quiet  in  the  grave,  or  be  blown  to  the  four 
winds,  or  be  entombed  in  a  whale,  or  buried  ia 
the  great  deep,  it  is  equally  under  the  eye  of  the 
omnilcient,  and  the  power  of  the  omnipotent. 
Thefe  are  all  his  ftorehoufes  and  repofitories,  to  be 
opened  by  him  who  has  the  keys  of  helt  and  deaths 
when  the  fea  Oiall  deliver  up  the  dead  that  are  in 
it,  and  death  and  hell  deliver  up  the  dead  that  are 
in  them  :  when,  as  the  lame  Jonas  came  out  of 
the  whale,  and  the  i'jme  fon  of  man  from  the 
heart  of  the  earth,  fo  the  fume  bodies  of  faints,  that 
lay  down  at  night,  Jhall  arile  in  the  morning,  God 
is  not  unrighteous,  that  he  Ihould  forget  the  bo- 
dy's work  and  labour  of  love.  Froui  thofe  eyes, 
which  have  poured  forth  tears  of  repentance,  (hall 
all  tears  be  wiped,  and  they  iliall  be  blefled  with 
the  vifion  of  the  Almighiy.  'Ihofe  hands  which 
have  been  lifted  up  in  prayer,  and  ftrciched  out  to 
the  poor,  fliall  hold  the  palm  of  victory,  and  harp 
of 
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#f  joy;  Thofc  feet  which  have  wearied  themfelvet • 
in  going  aboat  to  do  good,  ihall  ftand  in  the  courts* 
of  the  Lord,  and  walic  in.  the  garden  of  Godj  and 
in  the  ftreeta  of  the  new  Jefufaleoi;  That»£ieQ^ 
which  has  been  chaftifed  and  mortified,  fhall  be  re*- 
warded  for  what  it  has  fuSered  i  nay,  the  verjr 
hairs  of  our  head  are  all  nucnbered^  how  much  more^ 
then,  the  parts  of  our  bodies  7  •«  This  (fays  the  Re^ 
JurreBion  himfelf)  is  my  father's  will  that  has  fent 
.me,  that  of  all  which  he  has  given-me,  nAN«  i«2««i  ^um^ 
I  (hould  lofe  nothing,  but  raife  it  up  at  the  la£t 
day."*  Wc  might  indeed  follow  the  objcftors  to- 
tihe  refurre<Saon  into  the  cold  obfcure  of  roctaphyfic- 
But  what  has  been  alledgfd  from,  the  Scriptures^, 
and  the  power  of  God  revealed  in^  thofe  Scriptures^ 
(the  only  topics  of  argumentation  upon  fub]e£ls  (^ 
.  this  nature)  overturns  the  foundation  of  every  thing, 
the  obje<5lors  have  to  offer;  and  it'will^  I  prefume, 
be  much  more  profitable,  to  lay  open  from  th^ 
Scriptures  the  manner  iH:  whidvthischan^  isto* 
be  wrought.  .  „       ^ 

^  The  greatnefs  of  the  change*  appears  from  this^ 
tjiat  "our  vile  body"  is  to^be  "  falhioned  like  unto* 
Chriftv's  glorious  body.**'  Of  this  he  wasfdeafed  tof 
give  a-  fpecimen  to  Peter,  and.Jajx>es^.  and  John,; 
8nd  in  them  to  all  his  difciples-,  Tpho>.  by  fai^Lan<b 
4evotion,  will  accompany  their-  mader^  io^  **  the; 
body  of  ms  humiliation,''  to  tlve-  top  of  mount  Ta« 
bor.  There  they  ^Eiay  behold^  an  enfample  of  this^ 
tfkoA  amazing,  change ;  the  power  of  the  higheft^ 
which  dwelt  in  Chrift|  diffufing  itfelf  outwacdly^. 
till  .he  appeared  all  over  exceeding  glorious,  has 
&C&  fluoing  like  the  fuuj^and  his  raiment  beco- 
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iDiiig  white  as  the  light*.  Who  is  not  reatfjr  t& 
fay,  <<  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  to  behold  the 
fair  beauty  of  the  Lord,  even  the  glory  of  God,  ia 
the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift  ¥*  But  here  we  muft  not 
ftay^becaufehedidnot.  For  though^  at  the  bright*^* 
nefs  before  him,  the  cloud  pafled,  and  the  Ain> 
lor  a  little  while,  appeared  in  his  ftrength,  the 
cloud  foon  returned,  and  overfhadowed  him,  and 
he  entered  into  it.  He  defcended  from  the  loount 
of  transfiguration  to  the  heart  of  the  earth,  and 
then  «  there  was  darkness  over  all  the  land }"  but 
he  foon  went  up  to  an  higher  n^ountain  than  Tabor^^ 
was  again  transfigured,  and  introduced  a  day,  .which 
no  cloud  Ihall  ever  overcaft  more.  He  became,  as 
it  was  foretold  that  he  fhould  do,  «  as  the  light  of 
the  morning  when  the  fun  arifes,  even  a  mornings 
without  clouds."f  The  world  indeed  fees  him  not^ 
but  to  us,  who  believe,  '<  a  door  is  opened  in  hea- 
ven, and  bthold  .a  throne  fet,  like  the  £ery  flamCf.. 
and  it'«  Wheels  as  burning  fire,  and  one  iits  on  it^ 
to  look  upon  like  a  jafper,  and  a  fardine  fione  ^ 
his  garnxent  white  as  fnow,  and  the  hairs  of  his 
head  like  the  pure  wool ;  his  eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire^ 
and  his  feet  like  unto  fine  brafs,  as  if  the]?  burned^ 
in  a  furnace,  ahd  his  countenance  as  the  fiia  ihin*. 
eth  in  his  ftrength/'J  «  Beloved  (fays  St  John)  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  we  (ball  be  ^"  bu^  this  we 
know,  that  ^  when  he  {bail  appear,  we  ifaali  be 
like  him,  for  we  ihall  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  by  fee* 
\  ing  him,  be  transformed  into  the  fame  image,  fronv 
glory  to  glory."  He  has  power,  as  the  text  in- 
forms us,  to  fubdite  all  things  to  himfelf,  becftufe  - 
he  is  the  Almighty  God,  and  this  po^ii^et  he  wlHi 

exert 

*  See  the  reiiirre^Hon  of  the  body  in  an  ingenious  and  beauti- 
ful manner  illudrated  from  the  tcailsfignration  of  Chrift,  by  the 
Rererend  Mr  HoLMEa,  in  his  excellent  i^ermon  on  that  fubje^ 
f  Sam.  x&iii.  4.  i  DaD«  ? U,  9.  x.  6.  Rey.  1. 14;. 


THE  BODTj-  tp^ 

on  (mr  bodies.  Yet  a  little  wiiile»  and  he- 
will  rend  the  heavens^  and  come  down,  and  heaven; 
«nd  earth  will  be  filled  with  the  ovex^owing  flood 
ef  the  majefty  of  his  gloi7»  f^  as  the  waters  covet 
the  fea;''  the  heavens  over  pur  heads  melting  awav 
before  it,  and  the  moantains  flowing  down,  in  h^ 
«^id  fire,  at  its  prtfence;  At  that  inftaat,  ^  whea 
the  fhriek  of  miUions,  fearfully  crjing  out,  fhall 
mingle  with  the  trumpet  of  the  archangel,  with 
the  thunders  of  the  departing  heavens,  and  the 
nolle  of  a  world  ihaking  into  difiblution,*'  at  that: 
inilant,  **  the  dead  fhaU  be  raifed,  and  we  ihall 
he  changed."  Changed — -«-4K>t  bj:  the  corraptiblc 
being  taken  away,  and  the  incorruptible  introduced 
m  its  room,  but  by  a  luperinduftion  of  the  incor* 
suptibit  upon  the.  corruptible.  For  thns  fays  the: 
aqpofUe«-^*<  We  that  are  in  this  tabernacle  do  groao. 
carneflly,  defiringto  h^chathe(tup<m  with  our  houft 
which  Is  from  heaven.  Not  for  that  we  would  b^ 
unchatbedj^'  Or  lofe  the  earthy  body,  <'  but  cloaihei 
Mpmf*  with  a  fuperinveftiture  of  the  bouftfrom  b^a^ 
ven,  namely,  the  divine  light,  which  is  to  enwrap 
and  invefl:  the  mortal  body,  as  a  garment*  And 
not  only  inveft  it  outwardly,  as  a>  garment,  but  byt 
the  divine  snergy  of  its.  almighty  power,  penetrate 
and  {>iicce  through  and  ^iFough  k$  moft  intimate 
fiibibmce, 'till  it  has  converted,,  fubdued,  worked^, 
and  chaiiged  it .  ail  into  itieif,  fo  that  mortality  is 
fur  allowed  up  of  life,  and.  corruption  quite  abforbed 
and  loft  in  the*  ocean  o£  the  all*encircling  glory* 
Then  ihall  the  righteous  befcen  fi:andiag,  viftoriousi 
tihroogh.xf^^iiii^  in  Jefois,  transformed  (to  compare 
the  things  x}{  this  worMlwith  thoiEe  of  another) 
from  the  daarknefs  of .  duft  and  afhes,  to  the  dear 
taranfparency  of  glafs,  the  pure  loftre  of  cUamondf 
the  inconceivable  agility  of  light,  and  the  perfi^ 

impafiibility 


^p 


mim 


to  THE  RESXTRRECnON  OF 

impafHbilityof  heaven.  No  reafonable  mm  can  c<nx»» 
piain,  that  the  Scriptures  are  not  explicit  enough  up*- 
on-thefubje6t  Butthetransformationofmortalitjioi- 
to  glory  is  one  of  thofe  things  of  God.  which  the  na* 
turd  man  ncTer  witl  kno^,  ar  difcern.  Though 
fiirely,  if  nature  teach  any  reUgion^  it  is  the  Cbri£^ 
tian ;  if  ihe  preach  any  doArine,  it  is  this  refur^ 
re£Uon  and  change.  And  were  not  the  book  of  na* 
ture,  as  well  as  that  of  grace^  becomci  a  fealed 
book|  what  man,  that  ever  travelled  with  the 
iarth,  through  the  vieiffitudes  of  a  year,  could  de* 
fiy  a  refurreAion?  Aik  the  furrows  of  the  fields 
and  they  fliall  tell  thee.  For  <*  except  axorWof 
.kheat  fail  into  the  ground,  and  die,  it  abideth  aione  v 
but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth  much  fruit."  The 
parts  of  the  feed  cannot  fpring  afrefli,  tUl  they  have 
been  firft  diilbived.  It  is  true,  tl^  hufbandmaa* 
fcwetkonly  bare  grain;  but  it  arife^^  <^ clothed  u<^ 
pon"  with.a  beautiful  verdure.  And  "if  God  fo 
clothe  the  grafs  of  the  field,'':  how  much  more 
£ball  he  clothe  your  mortal  bodies  with  a  glbrtoua 
hnmortality,  O  ye  of  little  faith?.  But  why  need 
we  t^e  the  compafs  of  a  year  ?  Every,  t  wen ty>  four 
hours  there  is  a  rehearfal,  in  nature,,  of  man's  deatb* 
and  refurresd^ion.  Every  evening,  the  day,  witir 
its  works,  dies  in  darkne&and  the  ihadow.of  death* 
Ail  colours  fade,  aUJ>eauty  vani&es,  allrhibfmr  and^ 
motion  ceafe,  and  everyi  creature,  veaJsd  in  darker 
nefs  mouriis,  in  fglemn  filence^.  the  interment  o£ 
the  world.  Who  would  not  fay,. "  It  is  dead,,  it 
ihall  not  rife!"  Yetj  wait  only  a  few.hotirs,  in 
£211  th  and.  patience^  and  this  dead  and  entombed 
earthy  by  the  agency  of  beiavesi  upon  it^  ihall- burft 
afunder  the  bars  of:  that  fe[nilchral  darknefs^^  im 
which  it  was  imprlfoned,  and  "  ari&,  and  be  ea- 
light enedj-and its  lig|it ihall  come;  the  dajr^fpring: 
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fi'om  on  high  fhall  vifit  it,  and  deftrof  the  covciv 
ing  caft  over  all  people,"  and  array  univerfal  nature 
inth  a  robe  of  glory  and  beauty,  raifing  thofe  that 
4leep,  to  behold  thcmfelves  and  the  world  changed 
from  darknefs  to  ii'ght,  and  calling  them  up,  to 

five  glory  to  God,  and  think  of  the  reiurredtion. 
lappy  are  they^  who  make  this  ufe  of  it.  God 
ihall  help  them,  \^hen  that  morning  appearisth,  cf 
which  every  morniAg  has  been  to  them  a  bldScd 
fnr«lude  ;  to  fuch,  day  unto  day  uttereth  the  word 
-ei  thieeverlafting  Gbipel,  and  night  unto  nigfat 
iflicwreth  the  knowledge  of  falvation.  They  under- 
ftandhow<<  thelieavens  declare  tte  glory  of  God'* 
in  the  felicity  of  his  chofbn,  and  furnifli  us  with 
ibme  ideas  of  our  approaching  glorification*  No>» 
thing  eartlily  can  fully  reprefent  that  which  s 
changed  from  earthly  to  heavenly,  for  the  **  glory 
of  the'beleftial  b  bi^,  and  the  glory  of~the  terref- 
'triat  isr  another/  '^Theire  is  one  glory  t)f  tbsfan^ 
:axid  iriother  glcHT'of  the  mio6n,  andanother^lory 
;V£  ti^ ilars,  foor  one  Aar  diJiereth  from  another  ftar 
in  glory.  So  alfb^is  the  refnrrefbion  of  the  ciead.^ 
There  is  one  glory  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs^ 
-another  glor^  of  the  moon,  his  chiH*cb}  walking 
in  thi  brightnefs  Hie.receiv^s  from  him,  and  ano- 
Jther  glory  q£  the  ftar»^  his  -faints ;  for  here  aUbj, 
tme  itar^differeth  from  another  &^  in  glory.  Ail 
ftand  in  their  order^  in  ihining  circle,  round- the 
'throne  of  the  Son.  There  thefe  morning  ffars  fing^ 
together  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong,  and  all  the  ions 
of  God,  even  the  children  of  the  refurre£lion» 
fiMUtTorjoy;  for  they  reft  not  day  or  night,  mak- 
'injg  one  fbuad  to  be  heard  through  all  the  heaven- 
.lyicdui-tfe— Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty, 
which  wa$»  and  is^^  atid  is   to  comisi !  iieaven  aiid 
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earth  are  full  of  thy  glory.     Glory  be  to  thee,  O 
Lord,  mod  high ! 

Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  •  feeing  thefe 
our  bodies  are  to  become  inftruments  of  glory  .here- 
after, how  ought  they  to  be  fnftruments  of  grace 
here?  for  grace  is  the  dawn  of  glory,  as  glory  is 
the  meridian  of  grace.  Seeing  we  are  to  have  fuch 
bodies,  what  ought  our  fouls  to  be,,  for  whom  fuch 
■bodies  are  prepared?  And  hbwought  we  to  fpend  our 
ihort  moment  of  probation  in  <*  (cleantiiifg  ourfelvcs 
iroiri  all  filthinefs  8f  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfcfting  ho^ 
4ioefs  in  the  fear  of  God  I"  The  coniideration  of 
our  glorious  change  cannot  but  make  our  hearts  to 
hum  within  us.  And  then  is  the  time  to  reflefk^ 
-that  blefled  is  he,  whofe  foul  is  changed  from  grace 
to  grace,  for  his  body  (hall  be  changed  from  glory 
to  glory.  And  if  the  foul  of  a  Chriftian  be  ever 
•'<«  transformed  by  the  refiewipg  of  his  mind,"  it  muft 
be^  not  while  he  is  in  the  hurry  and  vanity  of  the 
EWorld  below,  but  when  he  leaves  the  worlds  and 
following  the  fteps  of  his  dear  Lord  and  tsazAeTf 
afcends,  by  faith,  to  the  mount  of  transfiguration^ 
and  is  on  his  knees  before  God,  remembering  it  is 
■written——"  While  he  prayed,  he  was  trans- 
figured." Bleffed  therefore  is  he  who  breafcs 
.away  from  idle  and  vain  converfatioD,'  to  meditate 
■in  the  law  of  God  day  and  night;  to  commune 
with  his  own  heart,  aiid  in  his  chamber;  to  call 
his  pad  ways  to  remembrance,  in  the  bitternefs  of 
his  foul ;  to  confefs  his  wickednefs,  and  be  forry 
.for  his  fin.  "  Rejoice,  O  -young  man,  in  thy 
jTouth,"  fays  the  world*  **  Bleffed  are  they  that 
mourn,"  fays  he  whom  the  world  crucified;  Let 
thofe,  therefore,  who  enjoy  a  life  of  perfcft  leifure^ 
and  are  contimially  complaining  how  heavy  time 
hangs  upon  their  hahds^   confider  whether  they 
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could  tell,  if  God  Ihould  call  upon  them  at  this 
jnocnent,  when  they  erer  freely  and  voluntarily 
withdrew  for  one  hour,  to  attend  the  bufinefs  of 
changing  their  fouls  from  fin  to  righteoufnefs,  that 
fo  their  bodies  may  be  changed  from  duft  to  glory. 
And  if  this  queflion^  from  the  mouth  of  the  all- 
feeing  judge,  will  ftrikc  the  unprofitable  fpeech- 
lels  at  his  footfl:ool,  where  (hall  the  tmgodly  and. 
the  finner  appear?, Let  us  coafider  thisj  and  be 
wife  unto  falvation,  and  in  every  thought,  .word, 
and  a£tion,  remember  our  latter  end.  Let  us  re«» 
member,  that  "  our  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
ihall  indeed  ftand  at  the  latterdayupon  the  earth,  and 
though  after  our  flcin,  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet 
in  thisflefh  (hallwe  fee  God.**  And  may  we  fo  "  look 
for  theSaviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  by  the  eye  of 
faith,  that  when  we  fee  him  as  he  is,  he  may 
V  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fafliioned 
like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to  the  work- 
ing, whereby  he  is  able  even  to  fubdue  all  things 
to  himfelf." 
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THE  UNSPEAKABLE  GIFT. 


Ephes.  tv^  7. 


Unto  eifery  one  of  us  is  given  grace^  according  to  the 
meafure  of  the  gift  ofChrift, 


X  HE  church,  having  in  the  conrfe  of  her  hoiy 
offices  led  us  through  all  the  diiferent  ftages  of 
the  life  of  Chrifl^,  from  his  advent  in  the  fkfh  to 
his  death  on  the  crbfs,  and  from  thence  to  his  glo* 
rious  refurre^tion,  and  triumphant  afcenfion^vhas 
now  at  length  brought  us  to  the  celebration  of  that 
joyful  feftival,  wherein  Qit  propofcs  to  our  medi- 
tation the  blefled  fruit  and  crown  of  her  Redeem- 
er's labours,  the  cfFufion  of  the  Spirit  from  on 
high.  And  with  good  reafon  it  is,  that  ihe  calls 
us  together  more  than  once  to  contemplate  this 
greateft  of  God's  mercies,  from  which  alone  we 
derive  all  our  power  and  ability  to  contemplate  the 
leaft  of  them.  For  though  it  was  Chrift  who  died, 
and  rofe,  and  afcended,  it  was  the  Spirit  that  pro- 
claimed the  news  of  his  having  done  fo  to  the 
world  ;  though,  it  was  Chrift  who  wrought  our  fal- 
vation,  it  was  the  Spirit  that  communicated  the 
knowledge  of  it  to  the  fons  of  men,  and  makes  that 
knowledge  efFeftual  in  their  hearts.  To  his  deicent 
we  owe  the  publication  of  the  glad  tidings,  and 
the  converiion  of  the  nations  that  were  once 
«  afar  ofi)  but  are  now  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of 
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:Jefus,*  having  accefs  by  one  Splrk  to  the  FatEer/'f 
They  that  dwelt  in  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth 
have  been  ftruck  with  an  holy  fear  and  reverential 
awe  at  the  £gns  and  niiracles  of  JefuSi  and  from 
thence  have  been  heard  fongs,  even  Glory  to  the 
i*!ghteous  Redeemer  and  Judge  of  the  world ;  fincc 
even  thefe  ifles  of  the  Gentiles  fing  the  praifes  of 
Jehovah,  and  glorify  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  in  his 
church,  as  it  is  at  this  day. 

«  Every  good  and  perfeft  gift  {faith  St  James)  is 
firom  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of 
lights,  with  whom  is  no  variablenefs,  neither  fha* 
dow  of  turning."  '  The  variabienefs  and  the  ihadow' 
of  turning  are  only  in  man.  The  Father  of  lights, 
like  his  glorious  reprefcntative  the  fun,  (hines  ever- 
more with  the  fame  unvarying  brightnefs  and  be- 
^nignity,  fending  down  his  good  and  perfcft  gifts, 
^as  the  fun  does  his  light,  on  all. .  At  the  beginnings 
when  God  had  finifhed  his  wonderful  and  glorious 
^orks,  and  pronounced  them  to  be  good,  he  made 
a  deed  of  gift  of  the  whole  to  his  creature  man, 
who  might  have  continued,  as  he  was  placed,  in 
the  light  of  his  heavenly  Father's  countenance. 
But  by  fin  man  turned  away  from  God,  as  the  earth 
does  from  the  fun  5  and  therefore,  ftripped  of  all  the 
good  and  perfeft  gifts  of  glory  and  beauty,  he  fate' 
defolate  and  difconfolate,  in  the  (hadow  of  deaths 

Sin  having  thus  occafioned  a  general  forfeiture^ 
man  has  now  more  reafon  than  ever  to  acknowledge 
every  good  thing  he  enjoys  to  be  a  free  gift  of  tJod^ 
coming  doM^n  from  above.  And  accordingly^  we 
find,  that  a  right  notion  of  this  matter  is  one  of  the 
marks  which  charafteriae  a  believer,  and  diftinguiih 
him  from  a  man  of  the  world.  The  one  fpeaks  of 
pojfejfmg  a§  his  own,  what  the  other  acknowledges 
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to  have  received  from  Coil.  "  Soul,  faith  the 
na!  worldling  in  (he  GlJjicI,  thou  haft, goods  laid' 
up  for  many  years.""  "  W'hat  haft  thou,  faith  St 
Paul,  that  thou  didft  not  receive  ?"f  The  language 
of  Efau  is,  "  I  have  enough."  :|:  Jacob  (jieaks  in 
another  ftilc;  "  The  good  things  which  God  hath 
given  me."  H  Pilate  interrogates  Chrilt,  "  Knowcft 
thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify  thee?"j 
Chrift  replies  to  him,  "  Thou  couldefi  have  no 
power  at  all  againft  me,  except  it  were  given  thee 
from  above."  %  The  fame  may  be  faid  with  regard 
to  the  internal  goods  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  the 
external  advantages  of  body,  or  fortune.  The 
heathen,  who  knows  not  God,  or  his  gifts,  calls 
hii  fuppofed  virtue  Eg",  a  habit,  an  acquifiiion  of  his 
own;  the  Chriftian  fpeaks  of  his  real  holinefs  in 
no  other  ftile  than  that  of  5a«r«,  or  S^-fi^,  a  gift  from 
God. 

And  this  gift  of  holinefs,  or  of  the  Spirit,  whofe 
title  is  the  Holy  One,  was  indeed  the  good  and  the 
the  perfect  gift,  the  joy,  the  crown,  and  the  glory 
of  all  gifts  ;  infomuch,  that  Chrift  calls  it  emphati- 
cally, "  The  gift  of  God,"  faying  to  the  woman  of 
bamaria,  "  If  thou  kneweft  the  gift  of  God,  and 
who  it  is  that  faith  to  thee,  Give  me  to  drink,  thou 
■wouldcft  have  alked  of  him,  and  he  would  have 
given  thee  living  water."  *"  St  Peter  ufes  the  fame 
form  of  exprcflion,  when  he  fays  to  .Simon  Magus, 
"  Thy  money  pcrifli  with  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft 
thought  that  the  gift  of  God  might  be  purchafed  with 
money." -j-t-  As  it  came  down  from  the  Father  of 
lights,  it  is  more  precious  than  fine  gold,  and  all 
the  things  which  are  the  obje^  of  man's  deftre 
upon 
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A^(j  Upon  earth  are  not  to  be  compared  imto  it.  Where* 
..•  fore  St  Paul  fays  of  it  5  «  Thanks  be  to  God  for  hts 
I'jj^'  unfpeakable  gift  5**  *  a  gift,  which  no  tongue^of  man 
could  treat  of  as  it  dcferved ;  fo  that  a  new  fet  of 
tongues,  endued  with  the  force  and  aftivity  of  fire, 
were  fent  from  heaven,  to^  difplay  and  defcribe  to 
the  world  the  glories  of  this  manifold  grace  of  God* 
But  we  are  to  confider  the  Giver  of  this  unfpeak- 
able  gift,  which  is  Chrift ;  « the  gift  of  Chrift;'  fays 
the  text.  And  it  could  be  the  gift  of  no  other,  be- 
caufe  man  having  by  rebellion  forfeited  the  original 
grant,  the  attainder  muft  be  taken  off,  before  the 
grant  could  be  renewed.  Chrift  only  could  take  oS* 
the  attainder,  and  therefore  Chrift  only  could  re- 
new the  grant.  And  as  he  did  renew  the  grant,  it 
is  plain  he  has  taken  off  the  attainder.  He  died 
on  the  crofs  to  atone  for  fin  j  he  arofe  from  the 
grave  to  ftiew  that  the  penalty  was  paid  to  the  ut- 
termoft  fiirthing,  becaufe  the  furety  was  releafed 
and  fet  free  for  ever ;  he  afcended  to  plead  the  me- 
rits of  what  he  had  done  for  his  brethren ;  and  he 
fent  down  the  Spirit  upon  the  church  to  demon*- 
ftrate  the  acceptance  of  thofe  merits,  fince  he  wha 
pleaded  them  was  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  forfeited 
riches  of  grace  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  <^  Where* 
foreiie  faith,  Whenjie  afcended  up.on  high,  and 
led  captivity  captive,  he  gave  gifts  unto  men."f^ 
When,  having  overcome  the  fharpnefs  of  death^ 
and  vanquifhed  the  powers  of  hell,  he  went  up,  a 
glorious  conijueror,  in  triumph  to  his  throne  in 
heaven,  then  it  was,  that  he  fcattered  abroad  the 
tokens  of  his  victory,  and  poured  forth  the  pledges 
of  his  munificence  on  the  church,  for  which  he 
died  to  purchafc  them.  That  fame  Jefus  who  was., 
crucified,  "  being^exaltcd  to  the  right  hand  of  God,'^ 
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hath  fhcd  forth  thofe  ftreams  of  the  water  of  lifi^ 
vhich  have  been  flowing  ever  fince  from  the  throne 
pf  God  and  the  Lamb>  through  the  appointed 
channels,  to  water  every  plant  and  flower  in  the 
l^rden  of  God. 

I  fay  every  plant  and  flower,  becaufe  «*  unto  every 
jone  of  us/'  as  the  Apoflrle  declares,  <*  is  given  grace/' 
No  member  of  Chrift  is  without  the  grace  of  Chrift^ 
which  is  conveyed,  with  his  blood,  by  the  facra^ 
xnents,  and  other  ordinances,  to  chicken  and  ani- 
mate the  whole  body  of  the  churchy  as  the  vital 
heat  is  difiufed  with  the  natural  blood,  through  the 
arteries,  to  fupport  and  invigorate  all  the  parts  of 
the  body  of  a  man.  The  fpirit  and  blood  of  Ghriil 
are  as  neccflary  for  the  life  of  the  church  and  her 
members,  as  the  vital  heat  and  natural  blood  are  of 
for  the  life  of  the  body  and  its  members.  Whem 
therefore  all  flcih,  Qentile  as  well  as  Jew,  became 
incorporated  into  the  church,  which  is  the  body  of 
Chri^,  the  Lord  poured  out  of  his  Spirit  upon  ali 
fielh,  apd  there  was  no  age,  fex,  condition,  or  na»> 
lion,  that  did  not  partake  of  the  fountain  of  lifl; 
,-lreely,  which  flowed  from  the  heart  of  Chrift  pierw 
ced  on  the  crofs,  and  which,  when  circulated^  ja 
the  church,  as  the  blood  is  in  the  bod]^,  wherever 
it  came,  brought  life,  and  i\ealth,  and  falvation 
with  it  to  all  flefti.  In  no  place  was  its  <*  way  ma- 
nifefted  upon  earth"  by  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
and  the  inllitution  of  the  ordinances,  which  were 
as  fo  many  veflels  to  convey  it  j  but  there  was  ma.-^ 
nifefted,  at  the  fame  time,  <<  its  faving  health  unto 
all  nations,"  all  being  «  one  body  in  Chrift  Jcfus,; 
and  every  one  members  one  of  another." 

But  though  grace  be  given  to  the  whole  body,^ 
and  every  member  has  his  ftiare,  we  muft  not  for* 
getj  that  every  member  is  to  have  no  more  than 
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lUk  Qiare.  For  as  <<  all  members  have  not  the  famb 
office^"  but  there  are  diverfities  of  adminiftrations,"' 
fo  likewife  muft  there  be  <*  diverfities  of  gifts.''^ 
For  the  Spirit  was  given  in  different  meafure  to  dif- 
ferent perfonS)  and  at  different  times :  as  to  the 
apoftles^  for  eftablifhing  the  church,  in  one  mea-- 
ftire ;  to  the  ordinary  minifters,  for  governing  it, 
in  another ;  and  to  every  individual,  for  his  fane- 
tification,  in-  a  third.  «  Unto  every  one  of  us  it- 
given  grace,  according  to  the  meafore  of  the  gi|||t 
ofChrift." 

The  firft  meafure,  which  may  be  ftiled  the  apoj^ 
tolicaly  differs  from  all  the  reft  in  the  nature  of  the 
gifts,  as  well  as  their  end,  and  the  manner  of  their 
being  given. 

As  to  their  nature,  it  is  written,  that  *<  God  bore^ 
the  apoftles  witnefs  with  figns,  and  wonders,  and 
divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*,**' 
who  was  conftantly  with  them^  difplaying  to  the 
world  his  almighty  power  by  numberlefs  external* 
demonftrations  of  his  prefence,  as  well  as  manifeft- 
ing  his  infinite  wifdom  by  his  internal  operations* 
and  gifts.     They  had  "  the  wordr  of  wifdom,"  or  a- 
fopernatural  revelation  made  to  them^  of  that  wif-^ 
dom  of  God  in  a  myft«ry,  the  whole  fcheme  of 
his  difpenfations  in  Chrift.     They  had  <<  the  word^ 
of  knowledge/'  or  the  gift  of  underftanding  the~ 
Scriptures,  which  contain  and  defcribcthis  wifdom; 
They  had  «  faith,"  to  remove  all  mountains  that 
flood  in  their  way  by  miractes,  and  to  give  them 
an  holy  confidence  and  courage,  invincible  by  all 
the  powers  of  earth  and  hell.     They  had  the  gift 
of  «  healing,"  all  the  difeafes  of  foul  and  body  by 
a  fingle  word ;  the  power  of  working  all  "  mira* 
cles,"  controlling  the  agency^  of  created  nature, 

H  3*  raifing, 
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raifing  the  dead,  and  infliding  puniihments  cm  the 
difobedient,  as  Mofes  did  on  Egypt,  by  the  rod  of 
their  apoftolic  power.  They  had  the  gift  of  <*  pro- 
phecy/' to  explain  things  paft,  and  foretel  things 
future,  to  preach  and  pray  at  all  times  by  the  Spi^ 
rit,  till  all  things  were  put  in  order,  and  the  church- 
fervices  framed  and  edabliihed.  They  could  "  dis- 
cern fpirits,'*  and  fee  through  all  the  devices  and 
difguifes  of  Satan,  at  a  glance.  Add  to  all  this  the 
gift  of  "  tongues,  and  their  interpretation,"  by 
whicti  the  fame  perfons  were  enabled  to  fpeak  and 
underftand  all  the  languages  under  heaven,  without 
SI  moment's  labour. 

The  end  for  which  thefe  extraordinary  gifts  were 
beftowed,.  was  the  public  benefit  of  the  church, 
then  rifing  out  of  the  nations,  and  oppofed  on  the 
one  fide  by  the  envy  and  malignity  of  the  blind  jew, 
on  the  other  by  the  falfe  wifdom  and  earthly  pow- 
er of  the  idolatrous  Gentile.  In  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  **  the  word  of  knowledge"  was  neceflary  to  con- 
fute the  Jew  from  the  iScriptnres ;  "  the  word  of 
wifdom,  and  the  demonflration  of  the  fpirit,"  to 
bring  to  nothing  the  wikicin  and  overthrow  the 
power  of  the  Gent  le;  and  ail  the  gifts  of  God  to* 
caft  out  and  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  As 
the  church  was  to  be  gathered  out  of  an  unbelie- 
ving world,  there  was  nted  of  miracles,  which,  as 
the  Apoftle  fays,  "  are  a  {ign  to  them  that  believe 
not."  And  this  may  perhaps  intimate  to  us  the 
time  when  they  ceafttl,  namely,  when  the  ipirit  of 
heatbenifm  and  oppoiition  was  overcome  and  ex- 
tinguiflied  by  them.  Thefe  gifts  therefore  were 
given  ^'  for  the  work  of  the  minifl^ry,  and  edifica- 
tion of  the  body  of  Chrift  ;"  npt  for  the  private  or 
inward  fanftification  of  thofe  that  had  them,  who 
were  not  the  better  men  for  them,  but  were  to  be 
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fanfttfied  in  their  degree  by  the  ordiaary  meansj  as 
<other  men  were.     To  prevent  men  from  being  puf- 
fed up  with  what  is  beftowed  on  them  for  the  be- 
nefit of  others^  it  fhould  be  recoUe£i:ed,  that  Saul 
was  among  the  prophets,  and  Judas  among  the  a- 
pOftles.     Wherefore  Chrift  tells  us,  that  <«  many 
will  fay  to  him  in  the  day  of  judgment,  Lord,  Lord^ 
have  we  not  propheiied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy 
name  cad  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wondrous  works  ?  And  then  will  I  profefs  unto 
them,  I  never  knew  you,  depart  from  me  ye  work- 
ers of  iniquity,"*  And  fo  again,  when  the  apoftles,  . 
having  received  and  made  trial  of  their  gifts,  return- 
ed to  him  full  of  joy,  "  faying,  Lord,  the  very  de- 
vils are  fubjeft  to  us  through  thy  name;"  his  an- 
fwer  was,  **  in  this  rejoice  not,-  that  the  fpirits  are 
fubjeftunto  you,  but  rather  rejoice  becauie  your 
names  are  written  in  heaven."*     And  the  reafon 
is  plain ;  for  fo  far  were  thcfe  miraculous  powers 
from  neceflarily  transforming  their  minds,  and  re- 
newing their  fouls,  that  thqy  could  not,  like  one 
one  fingle  aft  of  genuine  repentance  and  faving 
faith,  give  the  title  to  the  kingdom  of  God.     St 
'    Paul,  the  great  converter  of  the  Gentile  world, 
was  obliged  to  ufe  the  proper  means  of  mortifica- 
tion and  felf-denial,  to  «  k^ep  under  his  body,  and 
bring  it  into  fubje£tion,  left  after  he  had  preached 
the  gofpel  to  others,"  in  all  the  demonftration  of 
/  the  power  of  the  omnipotent  Spirit,  he,  this  great 
St  Paul  himfclf,  fliould  become  a  caft-away. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  apoftolical  gifts  were 
conferred,  fhews  them  to  have  been  extraordinary, 
and  for  extraordinary  purpofes.  For  whereas  the 
Spirit  in  its  ordinary  work  of  fanftification  afts  u- 
pon  the  fouls  of  men,  as  his  reprefentative,  the  air, 

or 
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or  material. fpirlty  does  upon  their  bodies^  by  a  fiV 
tent,  equable,  and  imperceptible  mode  of  operation^ 
giving  to  all  things  life  and  motion  \  his  coming  at 
the  day  of  Pentecoft  was  fudden,  impetuous,  and 
irrefiftible ;  not  in  the  ftill  fmall  voice  of  the  com- 
mon breathmg  air,  but  in  «  the  found  of  a  mighty 
xufhing  wind ;''  and  that  not  blowing,  as  in  the 
common  courfe  of  nature,  horizontally,  but  de& 
cending  diredlly  from  above  \  not  fpreadtng  itftlf 
abroad,  and  diffiiiing  its  agency  univerfally,    but 
«  filling  that  houfe,**  and  that  houfe  only,  "  where 
the  apof^les  were  fitting."    From  thence  indeed  it 
went  forth,  by  a  difplay  of  its  miraculous  gifts,  to 
the  ends  of  the  world.     But  as  it  had  a  work  to 
perform,  which  never  was  performed  but  once,  fo 
its  operations  were  fuch  as  no  fpirit  in  after- time* 
can  pretend  to,  without  proving  itfelf,  by  the  at*, 
tempt,  to  be  a  fpirit  of  error  and  delufion :  iince* 
there  is  as  much  difference  between,  the  extraordi-^ 
nary  effufion  of  the  Spirit  at  the  day  of  Pentecoft 
for  the  purpofe  of  founding  the  church  and  the  or- 
dinary gift  of  grace  for  the  fan£tification  of  belie-  * 
vers,  as  there  is  between  that  mighty  fpirit,  which^^ 
at  God's  command,  moved  at  the  beginning  upon 
the  face  of  the  deep,  to  form  the  earth,  and  the 
common  air  a£ting  continually  for  its  fupport  and^ 
prefervation. 

The  fecond  meafure  of  grace  is  the  eccleftaftical 
Bieafure,  or  that  which  is  given  to  the  ordinary 
miniftry,  for  the  ftanding  government  and  conti- 
nual edification  of  the  church.  This  likewife  is  the 
gift  of  Chrlft,  he  being  the  fountain  head  of  all 
principality  and  power;,  and  it  is  conferred  by  the 
bpirit,  who  only  commifljons  men  to  be  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Chrift,  and  to  a£t  in  his  name.  Thus 
it  is  written  in  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles  j  "  The 

Holjt 
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Holf  Ghoft  ftid,  Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul*** 
This  ecclefiaftical  meafiire  is  as  dii^indt  from  the 
common  meafure  of  fan^ilication,  as  the  apodoU* 
cal,  which  will  be  feenby  confidering  (as  in  the 
former  cafe)  its  nature,  the  end  for  which,  and 
manner  in  whi'ch  it  is  given. 

As  to  its  nature,  it  is  a  comfniffion^  or  an  sfftct^- 
concerning  which  it  is  a  rule  enrabiifhed  beyond  all 
^ontroverly,  that  <<  no  man  taketh  it  unto  himfelf.** 
Internal  gifts  and  graces  may  qualffjr  a  perfon  for 
an  office,  but  they  cannot  put  him  into  one.     No. 
man,  however  righteous  and  holy  through  faith  and. 
the  fanAifying  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  can  have 
authority  to  aA  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  till  Chrift 
gives  him  that  authority.     Before  that  is  done,  let. 
£is  life  and  character  be  what  they  will,  his  minify 
"(rations  can  have  no  validity*     Whatever  he  may 
be  in  other  refpefls,  in  this  particular  he  is  a  grie-  . 
Vous  offender,  and  will  be  found  guilty  before  God 
of  facrilegioufly  intruding  into  an  office,  to  which  he 
<an  have  no  pretenfions.     A  crime,  for  which  the 
<^{>rofy  once  »ofe  up  in  the  forehead  of  a  monarch,-)* 

and 
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f  "  When  U?2iah  was  ftrong,  his  heart  was.  lifted-  up  to  hU 
fdefhurtion  ;  for  he  tninigre(]cd  agakift  the  Lord  his  God,  and 
jvent  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  to  burn  incenfe  upon  the  altar 

pfincenfc.  And  Azariah  the  priefl  went  in  after  him,  and  with 
him  fonrfcorc  priefls  of  the  Lord,  that  were  valiant  men.  And 
they  withOood  Uza)^  the  king,  ai>d  {aid  unto  him,  it  appertain- 
cth  not  unto  thee,  Uz^iah,  to  burn  incenfe  uato  the  Lord,  but 
unto  the  pricOs,  the  ibns  of  Aaron,  that  are  confecrated  to  bura 
incenfe  ;  go  out  of  tlie  fan^uary,  for  thou  haft  trefpaffcd,  neither 
fhall  it  b«  f«r  thine  honour  from  the  Lord  God.  Then  Uzziah 
was  wroth,  and  had  a  cenfer  in  his  hand  to  bum  incenie;  and 
while  he  was  wroth  with  the  pritftsj  the  Itprofy  even  rofc  up  iiv 
his  forehead,  before  the  priefts,  in  the  hcufe  of  the  Lord,  from 
befidc  the  incenfe  altar.  And  Azariah  the  diief  prieft  and  all  the-, 
priefts  looked  upon  him,  and  behold  he  was  leprous  in  his  tore- 
l^4d>  an4  they  thruft  him  out  from  thence,  yea  himftlC  hafted  -, 
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and  Korah  and  all  hU  company  (holy  as  they  fai<t 
they  all  were)  went  down  alive  into  the  pit.  And 
that  none  in  the  Chridian  church  might  imitate  the 
prefumption  of  Uzziah,  or  "  go  in  the  g^infaying 
of  Korah,"  even  Chrift  "  took  not  this  honour  u- 
pon  himfelfy  nor  glorified  himfelf  to  be  made  an 
high  prieft,  (for  a  glory  it  was  to  him)  till  he  was 
called  of  God,"  by  the  vifible  defccnt  of  the  Holy 
Choft  upon  him  in  the  prefencc  of  the  people,  and 
by  the  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  <*  This  is  my  be- 
loved Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.  From  that 
time  Jefus  began  to  preach." — Who  then  is  that 
follower  of  Jefus,  that  fhall  offer  to  begin  before  ? 
The  end  for  which  this  eccleiiadical  meafure  of 
the  gift  of  Chrift  was  beftcwcd  on  the  church,  con- 
firms, the  diftindlion  between  that  and  the  com- 
mon meafure  of  fandtifying  grace.  The  end  of  the 
apoftolical  gifts  was  the  eftablilhment  of  the  churchy 
the  end  of  the  ecclefiaftical  is  the  prefervation  of  it> 
by  the  exercife  of  difcipiine,  the  preaching  of  the 
word,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  facraments. 
Perfons  are  feparated  from  a  common  condition  to 
holy  offices,  that  by  their  mlniftracion  fouls  may  be 
feparated  from  the  pollutions  of  fin  to  holinefs  of 
life.  So  that  holinefs  of  office  is«  as  diftinft  from 
holinefs  of  life,  as  the  caufe  from  the  effisft  5  one  i$ 
given  to  the  miniftry,  that  the  other  may  be  pro- 
duced in  the  people.  And  though  all  that  arc  in 
holy  offices  ought  to  lead  holy  lives,  and  it  Ihould 
be  a  part  of  our  daily  prayers  to  God  that  he  would 
enable  them  to  do  fo,  yet  a  failure  in  duty  is  not  a" 
forfeiture  of  authority.  The  vices  of  a  minifter 
make  not  void  the  afts  of  his  miniftry,  dominion,, 

in 

alfo  to  go  oat,  bec^ufe  the  Lord  had  fmitten  him.  And  Uzziah 
the  king  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  1 1,  death,  and  dwelt  in  a  fe* 
veral  houfe,  being  a  leper,  for  he  was  cut  off  Irom  the  hpqfe  of 
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Itt  this  cafe,  as  in  all  others,  not  being  founded  on 
grace,  but  on  a  ;-ofitive  commiflion  given  by  him 
\C^ho  is  empowered  to  gKe  it,  and  continuing  in 
force  till  he  xnkes  it  aw^y.  It  is  with  an  officer  of 
the  church  as  with  an  officer  of  the  ftate  :  a  mif- 
dcmeanor  does  not  vacate  his  office,  or  entitle  ano- 
ther to  ftep  into  it.  The  king,  or  an  agent  appoint- 
ed by  him,  muft  take  it  from  one,  and  give  it  to 
another.  If  this  neceffary  diftinftion  between  ho- 
Unefs  of  office  and  holinefs  oi perfon  be  not  kept  up, 
the  end  for  which  a  miniftry  was  appointed  will 
not  be  attained  \  all  will  be  teachers,  and  no  hea* 
rers  5  all  governors,  and  no  fubjefts ;  the  churchy 
as  a  focietf,  will  be  diflblved,  and  a  confufion  in- 
troduced into  the  fpiritual  fyftem,  like  that  which 
prevailed  in  the  natural,  when  '«  the  earth  was 
without  forrn,  and  void,  and  darknefs  lay  upon  the 
face  of  the  deep." 

The  manner  of  the  conveyance  of  this  ecclefiafti- 
cal  meafure  of  grace  has  like  wife  been  always  dif- 
tinftive  of  it.  Under  the  law  the  priefthood  was 
conveyed  by  UnStion,  And  to  (hew  how  far  remo- 
ved it  was  from  every  thing  common  or  ordinary, 
it  is  written  concerning  the  holy  anointing  oil  ufed 
upon  the  occafion,  **  Upon  man's  flefli  fhall  it  not 
be  poured,  neither  fliall  ye  make  any  other  like  it, 
after  the  compofition  of  it  \  it  is  holy,  and  fhall  be 
holy  unto  you.  Whofoever  compoundeth  any  like 
it,  or  whofoever  putteth  any  of  it  upon  a  flranger, 
fhall  even  be  cut  off  from  his  people."*  When 
Chrifl,  after  his  refurreftion,  appointed  his  apoftles 
'  to  the  work  of  the  minifhy,  *<  he  breathed  on  them, 
and  faid.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghoft."  *  The  next 
words  flicw  for  what  purpofe  the  Spirit  was  then 
given  by  his  breathing  on  them  \  «  Whofe  foeyer 

fins 

*  Exod.  »x.  %%t  t  John  xx.  aa« 


\ 


^i         THE  tJNSPEAKABLE  GIFT. 

fins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted ;  and  whofe  foevet* 
fins  ye  retain  they  are  retained."  The  apoftles  af- 
terwards ordained  by  the  <<  laying  on  of  hands/' 
as  their  fucceiTors  have  done>  and  do  to  this  day, 
faying,  after  the  example  and  by  the  authorit^r^of 
their  great  Lord  and  Mafter ;  «  Receive  thou  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  Whofe  foever  fins  thou  doft  remits 
they  are  remitted ;  and  whofefover  fins  thou  do&t 
retain,  they  are  retained."  f 

The  third  meafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrift  is  that 
given  for  the  perfonal  fatiBiJication  of  individuals^' 
Now  in  order  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  fanflificatioO) 
it  muf):  be  confidered,  that  man,  as  a  fallen  crea«r 
ture,  ftands  in  need  of  two  things,  a  deliverance 
from  the  guilt  of  fins  paft,  and  an  emancipation 
from  the  power  of  fin  prefent  and  future.  The 
former  of  thefe  is  ikW^A  juflificationy  the  latter ySwr* 
tification»  The  one  is  performed  without  a  man^ 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift  effeftually  offered  and  plead* 
ed  for  him  in  th«  prefence  of  God,  upon  his  re^ 
pentance  and  faith  \  the  other  is  wrought  within 
him^  by  the  Spirit  fent  into  his  foul,  in  confequend^, 
as  well  as  evidence  of  its  juftification.  Chrift  firft 
made  the  atonement  for  fin  by  fiiedding  his  hlood» 
then  afcended  to  plead  it,  and  then  fent  the  Spirit. 
The  atonement  he  made  once ;  but  he  livcth  con<^ 
tinually  to  make  interceffion  for  us,  by  pleading  it 
on  our  behalf^  and  as  continually  to  fend  the  Spi^^ 
rit  to  renew  the  foul  of  every  finner,  who,  by  re- 
pentance and  faith  through  the  miniftration  of  the 
church,  lays  hold  on  the  benefits  of  that  prevailing 
interceflion,  and  is  "  accepted  in  the  beloved."  Juf- 
tification,  whenfoever  granted,  muft  be  perfeft,  be- 
caufe  forgivenefs  cannot  be  partial  \  fan£tification 
may  be  imperfe^>  and  always  is  fo  till  death,  be^ 

caufd 
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iCanre  till  then,  **  in  many  things  wc  oflFend  all,** 
tuid  ftill  ftand  in  need  of  fre(h  juilificatron  and  for^ 
givenefs :  clfc  why  j>ray  we  far  it,  to  our  laft  breathy 
in  the  words  which  Cl^ift  himfelf  has  taught  us^ 
iaying,  ««  Forgive  us  our  trefpaffcsf"  And  why* 
iaid  the  holy  and  experienced  Auguftine,  **  th^t 
the  beft  pofture  in  which  death  can  find  the  moft 
perfect  Chriftian,  is  upon  liis.knees,  co&feliing  his 
fins,  and  intreating  forgivenefe  ?*' 

The  firft  portion  of  fanftifying  grace  a  given  zt 
•baptifm,  which  is  the  feal  of  juftification,  and  the 
beginning  of  fanfkification ;  inafmuch  as  the  finner 
being  then  facramentally  buried  with  Chrift  into 
kis  death,  arifes  with  him  in  the  power  of  his  re^ 
furre^ionj  juftified  from  the  guilt  x>f  fin  through 
pepentanci?  and  faith  in  his  blood,  and  renewed 
unto  holinefs  by  the  t)peration  ef  his  Spirit.  This? 
Itotal  renewarl,  as  firft  conferred  by  .the  baptiimal 
kver,  is  filled  regeneration^  and  anfwers,  in  things 
Batural,  to  the  burth  of  an  infant.  But  then,  as 
an  infant,  though  born  compleat  in  all  its  parts, 
yet  comes  to  its  full  ftature  and  ftrength  by  flow 
and  imperceptible  degrees ;  by  being  fupplied  with 
proper  kinds  of  food  for  its  nourifhment  when  in 
health,  and  proper  medicines  for  its  recovery  when 
other  wife :  fo  is  it  with  the  regenerate  fpirit  of  a- 
Chriftian,  while  it  is  (as  St  Peter  calls  it)  a  babe  in 
Cbrifi,  it  mufi  be  fed  with  the  milk  of  the  word  j; 
when  it  is  more  grown  -in  grace,  with  the  ftrong 
meat  of  its  falutary  doftrincs  \  when  it  is  infirm^  it- 
»mft  be  ftrengthened  by  the  comforts  of  its  pro*-, 
inlfes ;  and  when  fick,  or  wounded  by  fi»>  it  muft 
be  recovered  and  reftored  by  godly  counfel  and 
vholefome  difcipline,  by  petoance  and  abfolution^ 
by  the  medicines  of  the  word  and  facraments^  as 
duly  and  properly  adminiftered  in  the  c^iurchj  by 
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'tJie'lawfeilly  and  regularly  appointed  delegates  smd 
Teprefentatkes  of  the  phyfician  of  fouls.  This  gr»- 
4qsl1  arid  complex  work  of  our  fan^Hfication  lis  car- 
v^ied  oh  through  our  whole  lives,  by  tlic  Spirit  of 
•tjod,  giTen,  in  due  degree  and  proportion,  to  every 
ondivkiual,  for  that  purpofe.  And  it  is  marvellous 
<to  behold  (as  the  excellent  Bi£hop  Andrews  ob- 
&rves)  how,  from  the  laver  of  regeneration,  to 
the  adminiftration  of  the  FiaHcumf  this  good 
i^irit  helpeth  us,  atid  pcHtreth  his  benefits  upon 
us,  having  a  grace  for  every  feafon.  When  we  arc 
iroubled  with  erroneous  opinions,  he  is  the  Spirit 
ittf  truth  ^  when  afiaulted  with  temptations,  he  is 
the  Spirit  of  holinefs  5  when  diffipatcd  with  worldif 
canity,  he  is  the  Spirit  x)f  compunAion ;  when  l»o- 
ken  with  worldly  forrow,  he  is  the  Holy  GhoO:  the 
Comforter.  It  is  he  who,  after  having  regenerated 
us  in  our  baptifm,  confirms  us  by  the  impofition  1^ 
bands';  renews  us  to  repentance,  when  we  fall  away; 
teaches  us,  all  our  life  long,  what  we  know  not  | 
yuts  us  in  mind  of  what  we  forget  5  ftirs  uS'Up  when 
we  are  dull ;  helps  us  in  our  pr^ayers ;  relieves  us  in, 
<uir  infirmities^  confoles-us  in  our  heavinefs;  gives 
longs  of  joy  in  the  darkeft  night ~of  forrow;  feals 
;us  to  the  day  of  our  redemption  5  ahd  raifes  us  ug^ 
again  in  the  Jaft  day ;  when  that  which  was  fown 
in  grace  ihall  be  reaped  in  glory,  and  the  work  of 
i^n^fication  in  fpirit,  foul,  and  body,  fhall  be 
<ompleated.— What  ChriAian,  that  confiders  this 
unfpeakable  gift  of  God,  but  muft  fay  ot  him,  with 
the  Pfalmift,  "He  hath  put  a  new  fong  4n  my 
mouth,  even  a  thankfgiving  unto  our  God  ?**  *  See- 
ing every  one  of  us  may  now  fo  properly  take  up- 
it^ofe  other  words  of  the  fame' fwcet  Pfalmift;' 
^  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  ihall  follow  me  alt 
'  the 
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tiid  days  of  my  life,  and  I  wiU  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  for  ever."  *    . 

What  therefore  remains,  bnt  that  we  fhew  forth 
the  thankfulnefs  of  our  hearts  by  the  holineis  of 
•our  lireiSy  and  live  as  becometh  thofe,  whom  Chrifl: 
having  redeemed  by  his  moft  preciotts  blood,  hath 
iandffied  with  his  moft  Holy  Spirits  u  Seeing  Chrift-: 
cur  Saviour  has  beftowed   fuch  a*  ^ift'  upon  his- 
church,  let  us  never  provoke  kim  to  take  it  from* 
ixs.     As  it  is  a  gift,  let  us  always  be  forward  to  ac« 
knowledge  much^  not  attributing  to  nature  what: 
is  due  to  grace,  or  robbing  <he  Holy  Ghoft  to  2^ 
dom  reafon.     As,  though  a  gift,  it  is  given  to  every 
<nan  to  profit  withal,  let  us  have  that  day  continu-- 
ally  in  our  thought,  when  an  account  of  our  pro* 
'fiting  wiH  be  required ;  and  let  us  never  forget,  that- 
the  fame  fire  burns  for  the  ft fiprofitabU  and  tmtehever^ 
for  him  who  negleiQs  this  gracious  gift,  and  for  hinn 
who  rejefts  it.     Since  by  the-afcenfion  of  Chrift  the 
lieavens  have  been  opened,  and  the  Holy  Dove  has  • 
been  fcttt  down  upon  the  earth,  let  us  not  give  ^ 
flcep  to  our  eyes,  or.flumber  to  o«r  eye- lids,  till  we 
have  prepared  in  our  hearts  an  habitation  for  hiitu 
Let  pride  depart,  that  it  drive  not  away  the  Spirit 
of  humility;  let  anger  be  put  from  us,  that  we 
quench  not  the  Spirit  of  meeknefs;  and  let  not 
that  which  is  unchafte  be  named,  or  thought  of, 
that  we  grieve  not  the  Spirit  of  purity.     So  (hall 
we  be  meet  entertainers  of  this  heavenly  gueft,  and 
*^  to  every  one  of  us  will  be  given  the  gift  of  Chrift/' 

But  as  there  are  different  meafures  of  this  gifr^. 
let  every  one  take  care  that  he  think  not  more 
highly  of  hirafclf,  or  arrogate  more  to  himfelf,  than' 
be  ought ;  but  let  him  know  himfelf,  his  ftation,. 
and  his  abilities,  and  think  and  a£t  foberly,  accord- 

I  ft  ing,, 
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iQg  as  God  has  dealt  the  me^Aire  to  him.  TBfC 
God  who  fent  the  spirit  is  a  God  of  order,  and 
froth  the  beginning  "  has  appointed  divers  orders 
in  the  church,"  and  fet  different  officers  in  differ«- 
ent  pofts.  Let  every  man  therefore,  in  his  own  or*- 
der,  do  the  work  allotted  him.  Let  not  the  lay^ 
znan  take  ttpibn  him  the  office  of  a  deacon;  nor  the 
deacon  intrude  into  the  function  of  the  prieft  j  nor 
the  prieft  ufurp  the  authority  of  the  bifhop ;  much 
lefs  fancy  himfelf  invefted  with  the  (Scumenical 
commiffion  of  an  apoftle.  Good  men  have  had  oc-> 
cafion  to  lament  the  calamities  that  have  been 
i)rought  upon  the  church,  from  age  to  age,  through 
«  hegleA  of  this  important  confideration }  a  conii« 
deration,  on  which  is  fufpended  the  felicity  of  every 
ibcietv,  in  heaven  and  earth.  When  the  foul  cHf 
%hc  learned,  the  pious,  tl\e  incomparable  author  of 
ilbe  Ectlefu^kal  Polity  was  about  to  take  her  flight 
to  the  regions  of  everlafting  harmony  and  love,  a 
friend  a&ed  him,  what  might  then  be  the  fubje£l 
of  his  contemplations  ?  He  replied,  that  <<  he  was 
sneditating  the  number  and  nature  of  angels,  and 
their  blefied  obedience  and  order,  without  which 
peace  could  not  be  in  heaven — and  O  that  i^  might 
ht  fo  on  earth  T'  With  our  endeavours  let  us  add 
t)ur  jn-ayers  to  his,  that  our  eyes  may  behold  Jeni- 
falem,  "  a  city  at  unity  in  rtfelf  ;'*  a  city,  on  this  ac» 
count,  equally  confpicuous  for  beauty  and  (Irength  \ 
t:0  its  friends  appearing  **  fair  as  the  moon  j"  to  its 
i|>iritual  adverfarics,^  "'tcri-ible  as  an.,  arpy  with. 
llBinn^irs^!' 
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Numb.  xvi.  47,  48.^ 

And  Aaron  took^  as  Mofes  commanded ^  and  ran  Into  the  ' 
midjl  of  the  congregation ^  and  behold  the  plague  was 
hegitn  among  the  people ;  and  he  put  on  incenfe^  and  " 
made  an  atonement  for  the  people  }  and  he  flood  he* 
t'U^een  the  dead  and  the  iivifjg^  and  the  plague  was  ^ 
^flayed.  .   '  » 

XT  may  be  qncfticracd,  whether  any  hiftory  in  the ' 
world -e^er  afforded  a  finer  fubjeft  for  a  pi^ure> 
than  this  before  u«.     Aaron,  in  his  facerdotal  vcftt 
ments,'  the  fmoke  of  the  incenfe  afcending  from  - 
the.  holy  cenfer  in  his  hand,  might  t>e  dmwn^  ftand* 
ihg  up  aoiidfk  "Crowds  of  IfraeltteS)  fmitten  with  the 
peAilence.     The  wrath  of  God  might  be  reprefent*  - 
f  d,  rolling  forth  in  fiery  waves  from  the  tabernacle^ . 
and  almoll  reaching  the  High  Prieft;  but  recoiling^ . 
as- .checked  in  its  pcogrefs  by  his  powerful  inter* 
ceifion.     On  one  fide  of  the  Intercefibr  might  be  * 
pourtrayed  the  mod  ghaftly  horrors  in  the  counter 
nances  of  the  d^ad ;  on  the  other  fide  might  be  dii^ 
covered  the  reviveing  gleams  of  hope  and  joy  in  the* 
faces  of  the  living,,  on  perceiving  that  the  plague- 
was  fi:ayed». 

But  in  ordet  to  enter  thoroughly  into  all  the  - 
parts  of  this  fuppofed  pi&ure,  it  will  be  nccei&ryr 
to  take  a.  view  of  the  whole  hiftory  to  ^ich  it  re* 
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btes;  that,  we  may  learn  the  cirime  of  tie  fufierers^ 
which  brought  on  their  punilhmcnt,.  and  the  na*. 
ture  of  that  interceilibn  which  put  a  ftop  to  it, 

Mofes  and  Aaron  were  appointed  by.God  the  go-- 
▼ern6rs  and  conduAors  of  his  peo^.te.    Bat  though; 
they  ruled  with  the  utmoft  wifdom.  and  integrity,. 
It  happened t  that  tSey  could*  not  pleafe  every  body. 
Korah,    a   difcoptented    factious    X'Cvite,    charged^ 
Aaron  with  prieftcraft:  «<  all' the  congregation,  he 
f^id,^  were  holy,  and  the  Lord  was  among  them  i* 
evcTj  man  was.  qualified"  to  be  his  own  prieft,  to 
inftruA,  and  to  fave  himfelf  ^^  and.wh^  was  Aarpn^.. 
that  he  ihpuld  fet  himfelf  up  above  hisbrethren*. 
s^nd  lord  it  over  God's  heritage  ?  At  the  fame  time  - 
that  a  fthifm  was  thus  forming  in  the  church,  a^, 
rebellion  was  likewife  fomented  in  the  ftate.     For 
Dathan  and  Abiram,  who  were  layipen,  and  prin» 
ces  of  the  congregation,  accufed  Mofes  of  tyranny^ 
land  a  defign  to  eftabH|h  arbitrary  power*;  whicbf* 
tfaey  affirmed  lo  be  (b  clear-  a  cafe,  thai  unkfs  ho- 
H  put  out  the  eyes?  of  the  people,  they  muft  fee  ho.- 
intended  to  enftave,,  and  to  make-  "  himfelf-  alto- 
gether a  prince  over  them.''     Matters<  foon  came^- 
to  an  open  rupture^,  God  bimfelf  was  appealed ,to^ , 
and  a  day  &xed  to  determine  the  caufe.     And  » 
soo(k   treraenduous   determination   indeed  it  was# 
For 'When  the  two  parties,  accordtng-to  order,  had 
Separated  from  each  other,  and  all  with  eager  ex- 
peftation  ftood^^  waiting,  the  eventj    behold  «  th^ 
ground,"   whicii- was  under- tiie- rebels,   iuddenly^ 
<H.  clave- afunder,  and  the  earth  openfediher  mouthy 
and  Swallowed  th^m  upr  ai)d«thcic  boufes,  and  ill 
tfiat  appertained  to  them ;  they  wer^t  dowii  alive* 
kito  th^^pit^  and:  the  earth  clofed  upon  them,  and 
they  perilhed  from  iamong  the  congregation.     And? 
^er«  came  out  ^.  fice  froot  the.  hoxAr  and  €oti£a* 
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toed  the  two-  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  o&redr 
thcenfe."  They  who  have  net  ftudied  humaa  na-* 
ture,  who  have  not  ften  or  h^ard  much  of  man^ 
ktndj  wHl  perhaps  imagine,  that  fuch  a  decifion  a9 
this,  muft  needs  have  iilenced  every  objeAion,  and 
p«t  an  end  to  the  mnrfnurihgs  of  difcontent*  Ani  , 
fb  far  indeed  it  is  trisc,  that  «<  the  people  fled  at  the 
cry  of  tiiiofe  wha- fufftfed,  for  they  fakt,  left  the 
earth  fwaltow  us  up  alfo.''  But  as  ibon  as  the  dan-^ 
"  ger  was  over^  they  dUcovercd  the  real  feotiments 
of  their  corrupted  hearts*  After  a  iingle  night's 
reft,  the  fplrlt  of  rebellion  again  took  poffefSon  of 
tliem ;  and,  all  reverence  laid  aiide,  they  go  in  a 
tumultuous  and  infolent  manner  to  their  leaders^ 
requiring  at  their  hands,  truly,  the  blood  of  Korah . 
and  his  followers.  "  On  the  morrow,  all-  the  con-* 
gregation  of  the  children  of  Ifrad  murmured 
againfV- Mbfes  and  againft  Auron,  faying,  ye  ]}ave 
flain  the  people  of.  the  Lord."  Thus,  by  ftanding^ 
»p  for  thefe  offtnders,  they  ftiewcd  a  fecret  appro*- 
bation  of  their  offence  j  aiftd  being  partakers  of 
their  trime,  they  juftly  became  partakers  alfo  of 
their  punifhment.  The  divine  wrath  therefor« 
went  out  agakift  them*  **  Get  you  up,  /aid  the  - 
Lord  to  Mofes  and  Aaron,  from  among  this  con* 
gregation,  that  I  may  confume  them  in  a  moment." 
A  moft'  dreadful  ptitilence  enfued ;  and  then*  it 
was,  that -Aaron  did,  as  is  recorded,  of  him  in  the 
text ;  "  he  took  a  cenfer,  with  fire  from  off  the 
altar,  and  put  on  incenfe^  as  commanded,  and  raa^ 
into  the  mid  ft  of  the  cpngregratlon,  and  made  aa 
atonexpent  for  the  people/'  He  expofed  himfelf^ 
for  theirvfake,  to  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  which 
was  rolling  on,  like  an  irreiiftiblc  terrent,  and  had 
aTready  fwept  away  near  iifteca  thoufand  of  his 
iKelhreay  be^  Hood  in.  the.  niidway.  bet  ween  the 

wrath. 
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trratti  and  them^  <^  between  the  <lead  and  the  IP 
ving,    and  the  glague  was   ftayed."      It   flopped ' 
Vfhere  Aaron  flood  \  before  him  all  were  confum* 
ed  ;  all  behind  him  were  faved.     An  a£bion  this  fa 
full  of  faith  and  love,  as  to  deierve  the  admiration  > 
^f  all  ages;  fo  wonderfully  bleiled  ip  its  confequen- 
ces,  that  it  cannot  but  well  repay  the  time  and  pains 
we  ihall  employ  in  enquiring  into  the  grounds  and 
reafons  of  them,  and  learning, how  it  ihould  coi2)e  to 
pafs,  that  the  imerceiHbn  of  Aaron  ihould  arreft  the 
wr^th  of  God  in  its  impetuous  courfe,  and  fave 
from  impending  death  the  remnant  of  rebellious  I  A- 
rael.     And  in  the  profecution  of  the  fubjeft  it  may 
perhaps  appear,  that  thb  awful  and  affecting  fcene 
which  we  have  been  contemplating,  as  affording  fine 
matter  for  a  plfture,  is  itfelf  a  picture  only  of  ano- 
ther more  auguft  and  interefting  fcenc>  in  which 
all  the  children  of  Adam  are  concerned,  and  do.; 
bear  their  parts. 

Let  us  then  aik — Was  It  for  Aaron^s  fake,  that 
G©d  fpared  the  remnant  of  his  people  ?  Had  Aa* 
ton  any  merit  of  his  own,  any  fuperfluous  righte^ 
oufnefs,  which  might  be  imputed,  to  them?  Far- 
from  it  V  fince  however  comparatively  holy >  and 
faithful  he  might  be,  yet  was  he  a  defcendant  of 
that  Adam,  of  whofe  children  it  is  teftified,  that  - 
«'  there  is  none  that  doeth  good;  no  not  one.'* 
He,  and  "  every  high  prieft  taken  from  among 
,«Bcn,"  were  neceflarily  heirs  of  the  univerfal  cor* 
ruption  y  they  had  their  infirmities^  as  the  apoftlc 
argues,  and  were  obliged  tq  offer  up  facrifices  for 
their  own  fins>  as  well  as  for  thofe  of  the  peoples 
Aaron  therefore,  of  himfelf;  could  make, no  atones 
ment  for .  them ;  and  without  an  atonement,  the 
juftice  of.  God  could  not  let  them  efcape.  To  ac* 
count  for  this  wonderful  deliverance^  we  muil  c^r*- 
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ry  on  our  thoughts  farther ;  we  muft  look  to  fomc 
higher  atonement,  fooie  greater  and  more  power- 
ful Interceffor  and  High  Prieft,  in  whofe  name 
Aaron  might  aft/  and  in  virtue  of  whofe  merits  he 
might,  as  a  repref<fntative,  prevail  with  God  to  be 
gracious  to  his  people- 

•  And  here,  there  is  but  one  perfon  upon  whom 
all  our  thoughts  muft  immediately  be  fixed,  name* 
ly,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great 
High  Pricft.of  our  profeffion,  the  cflfeftual  Inter- 
ceflbr  for  the  faivation  of  iinners.  Had  we  any 
doubt,  whether  Aaron,  when  officiating  according 
to  the  law,  reprefcntecf  if/w,  St  Paul,  in  the  epii- 
tlc  to  the  Hebrews,  has  determined  the  point  be-  , 
yond  ill  contradiftion.  He  tells  iis,  that  the  law 
liad  a  fhadow  of  good  things  to  come,  of  which 
Chrift  and  his  heavenly  truths  were  the  body  and 
fubftance  1  that  Aafon  and  all  other  high  priefts 
'were  the  rcpfefentatives  of  him  who  is  our  gracious 
IntercefTor  and  High  Pricft  for  ever;  that  the  holy 
of  kplies  in  the  tedple  was  the  figure  of  heaven  it* 
felf;  that  all  which,  Aaron"  did  there,  forelhewed 
what  our  Lord  did  and  does  for  us  above ;  that  the 
blood  there  offered  by  Aaron  and  his  fucceiTorsi. 
itnder  the  law,  pointed  out  the  blood  of  Chrift,  b]| 
him  offered  to  the  Father  in  heaven  ;  and  the  in- 
cenfe,  which  was  fumed  upon  thofe  occafions,  to 
dtffufe  a  grateful  fmell,  denoted  the  merits  of  our 
bkfted  Redeemer,  which  appeafc  the  wrath  o£ 
God,  render  all  our  prayers  and  pblation  accep- 
taUe,  and  fill  heaven  and  earth  wkh  tlie  fweet 
fmeliing  favour  of  life,  peace,  and  faivation. 

Thefe  things  being  underftood  and  confidered, 
we  may  eafiiy  coHeft,  from  what  has  been  faid, 
the  rcaibn  why  Aaron's  interceffion  on  the  behalf 
^  offeodiug  Uraei  was  fo  powerful  and  e&eftuaL 
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For  if  Aaroii)  in  the  office  of  high  priell  and  me* 
diator,  reprefented  the  world's  Redeemer  j  and  if 
the  atonement,  which  he  made  for  Ifrael,  (hewed 
forth  that  great  atonement  to  be  one  day  made  by 
Jefus  Chrift  for  the  church  univcrfal  of  all  ages  zo& 
nations ;  then  God  had  undoubtedly  ref pc^  unto 
that  great  atonement,  and  for  his  fake  who  was  to 
make  it,  pardoned  thofe  for  whom  it  was  to  be 
made.  In  the  perfon  of  Aaron  he  beheld  his  be^ 
loved  fon,  in  whom  he  is  well  pkafed,  interceding 
for  the  tranfgrefibrs ;  Ifrael  was  fpared  for  the  fako 
of  Aaron,  but  Aaron  himfelf  was  accepted  for  th» 
fake  of  Chrift. 

And  now,  I  would  willingly  hope,  that  this  icene 
begins  to  open  upon  you,  in  sdl  its  glcny.  For  fuce» 
ly  the  tnrighteft  imagination  cannot  figure  to  itieif 
a  more  cxzd  and  lively  ^reprefentation  of  our  fin* 
fulnefs,  of  the  divine  wrath,  and  the  mercies  of 
redemption.  Under  this  moft  affeAlng  image  of 
rebellious  Ifrael,  fmitten  with  a  peftilence,  and  fa* 
¥ed  by  the  interoeffion-  of  Aaron,  are  defcribed-  ta> 
fis  the  miferable  and  loft  ftate  of  man  after  the  fall^ 
the  terrible  execution  of  God's  juftice  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  gracious  nterpofitlon  of  our  Re» 
deemer  oa  the  other,  with  the  effe6h  of  both. 

Were  the  men  of  Ifrael  iinners  and  rebels  againft 
their  God  ?  So  we  are  all.  All  have  finned  5  all' 
have  broken  their  allegiance  to  their  Creator  and 
Sovereign,  and  gone  over  to  his  and  their  enemy. 
When  we  read  of  the  repeated  tranfgreffions  of  if- 
rael, with  the  mercies  and  the  judgments  of  hea-- 
ven  frefli  in  their,  memories,  nay  even  before  their 
eyes,  we  are  amazed  and  confounded,  and  almoft 
tempted  to  difb«lieve  the  accounts  of  fuch  hiorriblc 
perverfcnefs  and  ingratitude.  But  confcience  ileep- 
eth.aU  this  while,  and  weftand  in  need  of  a  Na» 

tlum,. 
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tiian,  to  tell  curch  of  us,  *«  Thou  art  the.  man.'' 
For  who  am(»igft  us  has  not  experienced  the  aier« 
*eie$  of  God;  and  who  has  not  abufed  theni  ?  Who 
has  not  trembled  at  his  judgments;  and  who  has  not 
fbrgotten  them  again  ?  Who,  in  the  hour  of  ikk-r 
n^  and  forrow^  has  not  made  vows  and  refolutioos 
<^  aoKendmem  ;  and  who,  in  the  day  of  health  and  , 
gladaefs^  has  not  broken  thofe  vows  and  refolutkms  ? 
Alis,:iny  brethreny  our  own  hearts,  if  we  do  but 
oonfult  them,  muft  tell  us,  that  the  hiftoryofii£* 
xael  is  true,  and  that  we  all  have  in  us,  derived  firom 
vox  common  father  .Adam,  a  portion  of  the  fame 
tebeUimts  Spirit  which  was  in  them.  ^<  Are  we 
%etter'  than-  thtcy  ?  Nc^  in  no  wife,  for>  as  faith 
an  apoftle,  we  have  charged  both  Jews  and  Gen<r 
*ties,'*  ths^  is,  all  the -world,  ^^  that  they  are  att 
under,  fin ;  as  it  is  written"  in  the  Scrijkures  of 
Iruth,  <<  There  is  none  righteons,  no  not  onef 
tkere  is  none  that  underftandeth;  there  is  none  that 
fteketh  after  God«  They  are  all  gone  out.  of  the 
way,  i^ey  are  akogether  become  unprofitable,  there 
Is  none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one«  Their  throat 
Is  an  open  fepuichre ;  wkh  their  tongues  they  havc^ 
ufed  deceit;  the  potfon  of  aips  is  under  their  iips^ 
whofe  mouth  is  full  of  curfing  and  hitternefs ;  their 
feet  are  (Vnft  to  ihed  Mood ;  deibrwElion  and  n>ifc« 
ry  arc  in  their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  have 
they  not  known;  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes~Ali  have  finned,  and  come  fhcu^t  of  the 
glory  of  God.**  Such  i»  the  Scripture  account*  of 
fallen  man  ;^uch  are  the  works  of  which  the  world 
Iiath  been  full  from  the  beginning,  and  is  likely  to 
continue  fo  unto  the.  end.  Mankind,  therefore/ 
i^efemble  the  people  of  Hi^el  in  their  fins.  Let  us 
•next  examine,  whether  they  do  not  likewlfe  re** 
&mUe  them  In  tkeir  pumlhment* 

Did 
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Did  Corah^  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  vnth  ali  the^ 
ccffnpaoy,  go  down  into  the  pit  ?  Did  a  fire  come 
forth  from  the  Lord,  and  confume  the  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  men  that  offered  incenfe  ?  And  did 
a  raging  pefliience  fweep  off*  the  murmurers  by 
thoufands  ?  What  are  w^  taught  by  all  this,  but 
the  fame  concerning  lefTon,  which  the  apofile 
teaches  us  in  words,  that  "  the  wages  of  fin  is 
death/'  and  that  **  death  paCed  upon  all  men,  for 
that  all  have  finned."  Forfeiture  of  life  and  in- 
heritance necefTarily  followed  the  tranfgreffion.  la: 
Adam  all  died  $  all  became  mortal  in  their  bodies^- 
and  fubje6led  to  the  fentence  of\  natural  death* 
And  not  only  foy  but  the  fouls  of  men  were  depri*^ 
ved  by  fin  of  communication  with  Cxod,  who  h  the 
fountain  of  fpiritual  life ;  and  both  foul  and  bo- 
dy were  in  danger  of  eternal  death.  When,  there* 
fore,  we  behold  the  camp  of  ifirael  in  the  wilder^ 
nefs,  vifited  by  the  divine  judgments;  when  wc 
'  fee  fome  going  down  alive  into  the  dreadful  pit  \* 
others  burnt  up  in  a  moment  by  fire  from  heaven  $ 
and  a  peflilence  threatntng  to  confume  the  rcltV 
when  we  look  around,  and  view,  ift  every  part  of 
the  pi<^ure,  the  dying  and  the  dead ;  do  we  not* 
at  once  acfaaowledgc  the  original  from  which  it  is- 
drawn,  and  difcern  in  it  the  too,  too  faithful  por- 
trait of  a  fallen  world,  full  of  mifery  and  deaths 
bccaufe  full  of  fin  and  rebellion  i 

But  what  ?  Muft  we  then  indeed  perifh  ?  Mufl 
we  all  pcrifli?  *«  Will  the, Lord  caft  oft'for  ever, 
and  will  he  be  favpurable  no  more  ?  Is  hib  mercy 
clean  gone  for  ever  ?  Doth  his  promife  fail  for  e- 
vennore  ?  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ? 
Hath  he  in  anger  fliut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?"  Is 
"the  plague  begun  among  the  people,  and  is  there 
no  peribn  who  can  flay  it  ?  O  not  foi  bleffed  be 

our 
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%ur  jgracious  God ;  there  is  yet  hope  of  comfort^^ 
healthy  and  falvation.  Turn  your  eyes  once  more 
to  the  inftfiiftive  pi£hire,  and  there  view  the  Inter* 
ceflbr  making  atonement,  and  faving  the  remcfant 
of  his  people.  Deftrudion  was  not  the  end  fo^ 
which  God  formed  man.  <*  For  God  made  hot 
deaths  He  created  man  to  foe  immortal)  and  made 
him  an  image  of  his  own  eternity.  Through  envf 
of  the  devfl  came  death  into  the  world,  and  flill, 
^s  at  the  firft,  they  alone  who  h^d  oJF  his  fide  do 
find  it."  The  covenant  of  works  being  broken  hf 
tranfgreffion^  th^  covenant  of  grace  Immediately 
fijcceeded  in  Its  room.  This  was  the  remedy  pro^ 
vided  againft  fin  and  death)  and  the  blefled  meant 
of  reconciliation  fore- ordained  by  the  Divine  Per-> 
^ns,  before  tht  foundation  of  the  world ;  that  the 
^nner,  v^ho  had  no  righteoufnefs  of  his  own  to 
^lead  in  arreft  of  judgment,  upon  the  new  terms 
of  this  iA  of  grace^  nilght,  again  find  acceptance 
-and  life,  through  the  divine  fatisfaikion  and  in« 
tercefiion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi.  He  was  con* 
fecrated  to  be  our  High  Prieft,  and  otdained  to  per- 
form an  office  in  attempting  which,  every  high  prieft: 
)taken  from  among  men  mull  elfe  have  failed.  He 
had  no  need  to  ofier  facrifice  for  his  owi^  fins,  fince 
he  had  none,  but  being  himfelfall  righteous,  was 
perfe^ly  qualified  to  fave  others.  Nor  was  his 
priefihood  to  pafs  from  one  to  another,  or  to  have 
an  end,  like  that  of  Aaron,  but  it  was  eternal  and 
tmchangeable,  as  the  Son  of  God  who  exercifed  iu 
Such  was  Our  High  Prieft,  who  perceived  that,  on 
account  of  man's  tranfgreflion,  wrath  was  gone 
forth  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,^  and  that  the 
plague  was  begun  among  the  people*  And  he  faw 
^    Vol.  11.  K  tha( 
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that  there  was  no  man,  and  wondered  that  there 
was  no  interccffor.  Therefore  he  arrayed  himfelf 
ill  the  holy  garments  of  glory  and  beauty  5  he  put 
,  on  a  breaft- plate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  a  robe  of 
inviolable  fan^lty,  and  he  was  clad,  oyer  all,  with 
zeal  as  a  cloke.  He  was  anointed  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefsy  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  power  $ 
and  on  his  head  was  a  crown  of  falvation  and  glo« 
ry.  Thus  adorned  and  fitted  for  the  work,  he 
put  on,  for  incenfe,  the  merits  of  his  fufterings. 
He  ran  into  the  midfl  of  God's  people  as  a  media- 
tor, interpofing  himfelf  between  the  parties  at  va- 
riance, in  order  to  reconcile  them.  He  met  the 
burning  wrath,  and  turned  it  aiide  from  all  belie- 
▼ers.  '  He  ftood,  and  ftands  now,  between  the  dead 
and  the  living,  between  thofe  who,  by  oppofing  his 
method  of  falvation,  will  die  in  their  fins,  and  thofe 
who,  living  and  believing  in  him,  ihall  never  die 
<*ternally.  He  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  ever  ma- 
'  king  interceffion  for  us.  And  fo,  the  plague  is 
ftayed.  A  ftop  is  put  to  the  progrefs  of  everlat- 
ting  deftruftion.  The  fiery  fword  of  ofiended  jus- 
tice cannot  reach,  nor  fhali  the  fecond  death  have  j 
any  power  over  fuch  as  accept  the  atonement  which  ( 
he  hath  made  for  them,  and  thankfully  receive  the  1 
benefits  of  his  ill-prevailing  intercefiion.  **' There 
is  now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrifl  ' 
Jefus." 

And  can  any  thing  then,  my  brethren,  prevent 
eur  accepting  this  atonemezit,  and  thankfully  re« 
eeiving  the  benefits  of  this  interceffion  ?  Can  any 
thing  induce  us,  when  the  bountiful  hand  of  mer- 
cy hath  filled,  and  holdeth  out  the  cup  of  falvation,  ' 
to  dafh  it  untafte<}  from  us  ?  Nothing  can,  but  an 
titter  ignorance  of  our  fin,   and  of  our  danger. 

Could 
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Could  a  dying  Ifraelite  have  been  prevailed  upon^ 
think  you,  to  reject  the  atonement  and  intercefiionr 
©f  Aaron  ?  No  furely*  Only  fee  how  hope  revives 
in  their  countenances,  and  joy  fparkles  in  their 
eyes,  all  turned  and  fixed  upon  him  in  the  execu« 
ti#n  of  his  prieftly  office.  And  why  ?  Becaufe 
they  were  fenlible  of  their  wretched  and  perilous 
jedate.  I'hey  needed  not  to  be  told,  that  they  were 
expiring  by  the;  peililence^  They  knew  it,  they 
felt }  they  were  looking  wiihfuUy  around  them  for 
help  SLtid  deliverance,  ready,  with  eagernefs  and 
jmpatience,  with  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs,  to^ 
fnatch  at  it»  and  embrace  it,  the  moment  ic  fhould 
tippcar.  O  why  are  not  we  fo  ?  Why  do  wc  hear 
ef  the  atonement  and  interc^ilion  of  the  holy  Je- 
fus,  with,  fo  much  cdd  io^iSerence  ?  Why^  but 
becauie  we  fee  not,  we  know  not,  we  fec^l  not  th^ 
want  of  them*  And  )^ft,  what  i&  there,,  withia 
us,  or  without  us>  that  d^th  not  teach  and  (hevr 
k  us  ?  To  U^ll  you.  that  the  world  is  full  of  forrow^ 
is  no  news ;  to  tell  yoii  that  the  world  is  full  of 
£n,  is,  I  prefumei)  no  news.  And  fr^m  what 
wo<uld  you  deilre  tp  bf  delivered,  if  not  from  fia 
»ml  foriow  l  To  tell  you  that  a  fentence  of  deatli 
is  paded  upon  the  bodies  of  men,  and  that,.  witlU 
out  redemption^  a  fenteQce  of  condenmatibn  will 
be  pa&d  upon  their  ipuls'  and  bodies  too,  this  like*- 
wife  is- no  news  to  any  of  you.  Daily  experience 
proves  the.  firft,  and  the  Scripture  aflert^  the  fe« 
<x>nd..  And  from  what  would  you  wKh  to  be  fa^ 
redi  if  not  &om  death  and  condepmation  ?  Qr 
what,  in  point  of  wretchednefs  and  horror,  wa* 
the  camp  of  Ifrael  with  the  peftilence  in  the  midft 
pf  it,  if  compared  to  fuch  a  would  as  this?  Goj^ 
thou  who  art  tempted  to  rejeftj  or  to  ncgleft  th^' 
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AtisfaAion  of  Chrift,  go  to  the  bed  of  ficknefs^, 
and  undraw  the  curtains  of  affliAion ;  aj^  him 
'who  lies  racked  with  p^o,  and  trembling  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  wrath  to  come,  what  his  opinion 
is  concerning  the  doctrine  of  atonement ;  and  ob* 
ierye  how  the  name  of  a  Saviour  and  Interceflbr 
puts  comfort  and  gladnefs  into  his  forrowful  and^ 
afirighted  foul,  at  a  time  when  the  treaiurcs  and 
the  crowns  of  eailem  kings  woujd  be  utterly  con- 
tenmedi  as  equally  vain)  worthleis,  and  unprofita«» 
Ue,  with  the  duft  of  the  earth.     Then  refle£^,  tha^ 
fuch,  one  day,  muft  be  thy  ftate ;  and,  in  that  ftate^ 
iiich  infallibly  will  be  they  thoughts  and  feafations. 
And  did  the  cares  and  pleaftu'es  of  the  world  fi^^er 
living  men  to  think  and  feel  as  dyii^g  meQ  do,,  th^ 
interceffion  of  Chrift  wouki  be  regairded  and  ac<^. 
jcepted  by  Chriftians,  ^as  that  of  Aaron  ooce  was 
by  IfraeL    Now,  indeeci^  .the  ftntimenu  of  men, 
on  this  great  point  may  He  difi^rent,  becaufe  their 
paifions  and  their  prejudices  are  different ;  but  we 
ihall  all  think  alike  upon  the  fubje^,  wiien  paflioti 
ihall  ceafe,  and  pi^ejudice  be  no  more,  at  the  hour 
pf  death,  and  in  (he  day  of  judgment      In  that 
laft  and  concerning  day,  the  fcexxe  on  which  we 
have  been  meditating  (hall   be    again   exhibited,^ 
In  its  moft  ^vf{\xl  and   tren^endous  acccomplifh^ 
ment.     I^fies^d   of  the   earthly  pit    opening   it's, 
znouth  to  fwaUow  up  Korah  and  his  company,^ 
the  infernal  ]^it  of  everlading  deflru^lion^  fhail  dif- 
clofe  its  bottomlefs  depths  to  i^eceive  alive  into  it 
the  great  adverlary  and  all  that  have  taken  p^rt 
with  him  againfi  God  and  Chi^ift-     Inftead  bf  fire 
from  the  prefence  of  th^  Lord,  to  confume  the  two 
hundreld  and  fifty  that  offered  incenfe,  «  Behold 
\k^  day  comcth^  that  ihall  burn.  a$  atp  oy^n^,  and 
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«I1  the  proudj  yea  and  all  that  do  wi$;jc«dlf »  ihall 
be  as  (lubblcy  and  the  day  that  cometh  ib^U  burn 
them  up,  and  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch."  V 

Inftead  of  the  peftilence  to  deftroy  fouit^n  thou« 
fand  only  of  his  murihuring  people^  the  ioexhauf^ 
tible  floods  of  almighty  vengeance,  heaped  up  for' 
ages,  ihall  be  poured  out,  to  drown  rebedlious  ^»U 
rits  in  irrefiftible  pesdition*     Then,  when  the  hca-- 
vens  (hall  melt  with  jfervent  heat  all  around}  the 
fiery  gulph  roiling  beneath,  and  the  earth,  t»pen» 
which  we  ftand,    finking 'down  into  the  flame$^. 
then  what  a  fight  will  it  be,  to  behold  our  bleilKKl^ 
Aaron,  our  great  mediator,  ftanding  up  and  inter-^ 
Qofing  his  merits  between  the  dead  and  the  living  ^. 
between  thofe  who^  difbclievlng,  have  murmured 
againft  him,  and  thofe  who,  believing,  ha Ve  ferved- 
and  obeyed  him#     Then  tremble^ <  thoui^  wretch,, 
who  had  blafphemed,  or  flighted  the  interceflion- 
of  Jefus.    But  rejoice  greatly,  O  faithful  foul,  whofe 
truft  hath  ever  been  in  Him;  thy  falvation  is  fureji, 
and  the  day  of  thy. redemption^  is  come:  rejoice,., 
and  fhout  aloud  for  joy;  join  the  chorus  oiF  an-- 
gels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juftmen  made  perfe£t|  the 
ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoufands- 
of  thousands,  whom  the  well- beloved  John  heard 
faying,  **  Woithy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flaio,  to* 
receive    power,    and   riches^    and   wifdom,-    and 
ftrength,  and  honour,   and  glory,   and  UdCng.'^' 
And  with  them  let  *'  every  creature  which^  is  in^ 
heaven,  and  on  earth,  and  under  the:  earth,^  and 
&chas  are  in  the  (ea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,'*' 
exalt  their  voices,*  and  proclaim,  <<  Bleifing,  and> 
honoiuy  and  glory,"*  and  power,  .to  him  that  fittethi 
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upon  the  throne,  and  tmto  the  Lamb>  for  tyetr 
and  ever^"     Amen.  * 

•  The  pittt  and  fnbftafice  of  the  foregoing  Blfcourfe  «rc  Ukok 
from,  one  pablifted  fomc  years  ago,  by  my  late  learned  and  ▼»-- 
Inable  friend,  the  Reverend  Mr  Watson.     But  it  always  fcem- 
cd  to  me,  as.  I  frequently  ufed  to  tell  hhn,  that  he  had  woch 
abated  the  force  and  energy  which  the  cooipofition  would  othet-- 
wife  have  pofTelTed,  by  introducing  a  fecondary  and  fnbo»itnate 
filhjfcft,  which  continually  diverted  the  attention  of.  his  reader- 
from  the  primary  and  pitndpal  one.    I  was  therefore  tempted. 
to  work  up  his  admirable  materials  afr^fh,  with  ibroe  few  alte- 
ntions  and  additipnf ,  that  fi>  noMe  a  fubjea  as  the  Interceffioib 
o(  Chrift,  illuftrated  by  that  of  Aaroj),.mij[^t.aaod  out  tOvOhftjL-^ 
yMXin,  ^mflfx  imtaxtft.  <t  »mnu 
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DANIEL  IN  BABYLON. 


Dan.vL  io<. 


JSHw  when  Darnel  knew  that  tht.  writing  was  Jgnei^ 

he  went  into  bis  houfe ;  and  his  windows  Being-  open 

in  his  chamber  towards  Jerufiikm^  he  kneeled,  upoth 

ftif  knees  three  times  a  daj^  and  prayedy  and  gave. 

.  thanks  befor€  his  God,^  as.  he  did  aforetime. 

X  HE  chapter  relates  tcr  us  a  eonfpirac^  formedi 
by  the  Babylonian  princes  againft  Dameb,  b«caufir 
the  king)  <<  finding  an  excellent  fpirit  in  him/'  had 
preferred  him  above  them  all.     Tot  we  read  ef  no> 
crkne  but  his  meriCi  which  indeed  is  a-erimefuffi^ 
ciently  heinous  in- the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are  defti- 
t^te  0^  il«     A&  all  evetits  therefore  Daniel  muft  be 
impeached.    The  cmiy  queftion  was,  m  what  form 
it  Uiould  be  done;     ^  &>ncerning  the  kingdom/*^ 
and  bis  fidelity  to  his  fovereign,  ^  they  could  find 
(and  we  may  be  fure  it  was  not  for  want?  of  diligence 
m  fi^arching)  none  occafion  or  fault }  forafmuch  as- 
he  was  faithful,  neither  was  there  any  error  or  fauk 
-found  in  him/'     Andnow^  what  do  they  fix  upon^ 
as  an  avtid^  of  impeachment  againft  htm?  Why 
truly,  his  piett.     <<  We  ihall  not  find  (ciaythefe 
fiatefinen}'  any^occafidnagaiiifb  this-Daniel^  valefs 
we  find  it  agspnft  him  concerning  the  law  of  his 
€od."    But  fome  difiiculty  there  fiiill  remained  in 
Iher  executioa  q£  tbis  E^J^^i  ^r  ^^  t^'^oxh  there: 

wa>> 
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was  no  law  yet  in  being,*  even  in  B«byIon  itfelf, 
that  inflided  a  penalty  upon  a  man  for  being  eml-- 
nently  devout.  ^The  great  men  therefore  afTembling 
together,  went  in  a  body  to  the  king,  and  prevail* 
ed  upon  him  to  fign  a  decree,  which  Mattered  hi& 
pride,  that  '*  whofoever  fiiould  aft:  a  petition  of 
any  God,  or  man,  for  thirty  days,  fave  of  him, 
ftould  be  cafl  into  the  den  of  lions."     Thus  was 
atheifm  eftablifhed  by  iaw  in  the  court,  city,  and 
empire  of  Babylon,  for  the  fpacc  of  one  month  :. 
•and  now,  let  anjr  one  pray^  who  dared;     But  the 
contrivers  of  this  new  law  were  well  enough  ac-- 
"quainted  with  Daniel^  character,  to  know,  that  fear 
of  the  UonS  would  never  caufe  him  to  give  over  hb- 
devotions  for  one  day,  much  lefs  for  thirty.     And- 
fo  accordingly  it  turned  out.     For  <«  when  Daniel"^ 
Soiew  tbattlie  writingwas  itgpbd»  fce  went  Ijito  hish 
lioufe ;  and  hifr  windows  being  open  in  his  isbajpbcr 
itDwardsL  Jerufalem^  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  thrqe^ 
cfetmesaday^  and  prayedj  and  gave  shanks  before- 
-ills  God,  as  lie  did  aforetime.".    Never,  furjsly,  dfcd 
^lie  fplrit  and  power  of  devotion  flbtine'fdrt^  with 
'greatec  luflre,  than  at  this  tia>ei:  in  /the  perfon  qS' 
I)ahiel»  tipM  hi^  knees»  in  fucbci/'CijttnftiuQaes.  ,  J^t 
'qb  therefore  medit^e.  for  »  w}uko9  asi^\ol:|[e£^,. 
w^y  ch>.  as  we ;  are  a£&red  bythe  fe^f^tl^  ^og^gpil:^ 
ihe  atiatotion  of  heaven  ki€l£ 
.    If  we  conii^er  the  fituaticm  of  Daniel  in  B^byioiiy^ 
It  win  /teach  us  that  we  o»gbli.Oiii  no  ^ccouat  to  oinit^ 
,oik;  dsuly  devotioois.: ,  Ao^dlf  we  congder  tJae  mv^ 
Ber  of  ys  praying^. i^yfiil  <je.acbiu$ h9i&: we  Qu^^ 
-ifia  jjerfbrni  ttem.  {        «  •  . 

Wit^ Ttfgard  to  E^amei'^ Citation  i«  Babyl^i  Wif^ 
jnay  contemplate  hieax  as  one  in  captivity  in  a  il>ang&' 
<aadlieathe& land las  one iocuriabergd  with  the  coii-' 
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cerns  of  a  vail  empire  i  and  as  one  in  danger  of  his, 
life  for  what  he  dxi. 

It  had  been  no  wonder  to  have  feen  Daniel  de-« 
▼out  in  Jerufalecn.  l^or-  there  was  the  temple  of 
Gody  the  true  church  and  worthip^  frequented  bjr 
all  his  ceuBtrymen.  There  dwelt  the  holy,  one  of 
ifrael^  and  the  light  of  his  countenance  vi&ed»  and  - 
ihone  continually  upon  them.  But  when  Jeruia« 
km  was  trodden  down  of  the  GentUcs,  and  the 
temple  laid  low  in  the  duft ;  when  the  Lord  had. 
^<  covered  the  daughter  of  blon  with  a  cloud  in  tho 
day  of  his  anger  'y*  when  <<  the  glory  vas  departed 
from  Ifrael^''  and  Daniel^  with  the  reft  of  tfaofe  that 
efcaped  the.  flaughter,  had  been  kd  a.way  into  cap* 
livity,  among  infidels  and  fcoffcrs }  that  the  holy 
fire  of  devotion  fliould  burn  and  ibinc  through  alt 
thefe  disadvantages  and  temptations^,  this  was  in- 
deed a  %ht|  wUch  God  him&lf  delighted  to  be<v 
liold  ;  as  fuch  devotion  could  fpring  from  nothing 
elfe^  but  that  love  of  him  in  the  hearty  mentioned 
by  kiijkg  Solomon,^  which  *«  many  waters  cannot 
quench^  neither  can  the  ftoods  drown  it  ^^  all  the 
ferrows  and  affliAions  in  the  world  cannot  ex«> 
tinguiih  it  -,  but  it  will  break  through|  and  triumph 

florioufly,  as  we  find  it  did,  in  the  cafe  befisre  us. 
ti  Babylon,  as  well  as  in  Jerufalem,  <<  Daniel  pray* 
ed  three  t(me$  a  day."  And  there  are  two  ciccum*^ 
ftapces  mentioned)  which  iieem  to  have  contributed 
towards  keeping  his  faith  and  devotion  alive  and 
vigorous  in  thofe  worft  of  times,  namely,  medita-* 
lion  in  the  Scriptures,  and  a  fevere  temperance*. 
For  in  this  ix.  chapter  he  tells  us,  that  «  he  under«- 
ftood  by  bo6ks  the  number  of  the^  year>s  whereof 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jeremiah  the  pro^ 

Shet,  that  he  would  accontipli(h  feventy  years  in  the 
^fQktioQ3  of  ^erufal^m*"    And  in  the  firft  chapter 
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we  have  an  accbant  of  hb  refusing  the  luxuries  of 
the  regal  table,  and  choofing  to  live  upon  diet  ©f 
the  plaineft  kind.  Through  patience  and  comfort 
of  the  Scriptures,  therefore,  he  had  hope,  and  lived 
in  expe£):acion  of  feeing  the  divine  promifes  accom* 
plifhed)  in  the  fefboration  of  Ifrael  to  their  own 
land,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple,  for  which^ 
he  continually  prayed ;  while,  by  a  flrifk  and  half 
abflinence,  he  kept  his  heart  from  being  enfnared 
by  the  good  things  of  Babylon,  and  fuffered  not  his 
body  to  gain  the  afcendant  over  his  foul.  O  great 
and  glorious  example  to  every  Ifraelite  in  Babylon^ 
that  is,  to  every  Chriftian  in  the  world!  Let  him- 
likewife  underftand,  by  the  divine  books,,  the  wri* 
tin^is  of  the  ptrophets  and  apoftles,  thitf  the  time 
approaches^  ivhen  the  church  univerfal  ihaU  be  dci- 
livered  from  her  captivity,  and  the  bondage  of  colr^ 
riiption,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of 
God ;  and  therefore,  as  a  ftranger  and  pilgrim  here- 
upon earth,  kt  him  abiiain  from  fleihly  lufts,  and 
not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  fenfe ;  praying 
idways,  and  haf^eniog  unto  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God.  This  if  he  (hall  negled  to  do,  let  him^ 
know  aiTuredty,  that  DanidL  will  ri£c  np  m  the 
Jndgment  againl^  him,  and  condemn  him.  And 
much  more  A>,  if  living  in  a  Chriftian  countryy 
where  the  true  church  and  worfhip  are  eftabli(hed^ 
he  {hall  omit  to  do  that  which  Daniel  never  omit* 
ted  to  do,  among  his  heathen  enemies. 

But  perhaps  we  have  tqo  much  bu&iefs  upon  our^ 
hands,  to  fpare  time  for  our  devotions^  Time  is 
very  predous  with  moft  people,  when  they  are  tCK 
perform  their  devotions^  and  if  they  have  not 
enough  for  every  body,  they  generally  make  free». 
in  the  Brft  place,  with  their  Creator.  But  let  thefe 
9aea  of  lHi&ie&  confider  th£  cafe  of  Daniel,    Have 
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^dley  more  bufin^cfs.  than  he  had,  uho  was  the  firft 
^of  the  three  prelidents  appointed  to  receive  and 
audit  ail  the  accounts  of  an  hundred  and  twenty 
princes,  fet  over  the  vaft  empire  of  Perfia,  of  which» 
at  that  time,  almod  ali  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
^ere  provinces  ?  It  woald  puzzle  one  to  conceive  a 
man  in  a  (ituat'ton  that  would  afibrd  him  lefs  leifure* 
Yet  all  this  buiinefs  did  Daniel  difcharge  faithfully 
ftnd  pundhially,  and  found  time  to  pray>  and  give 
thanks  before  his  God,  thrice  every  day  conflantly* 
The  fame  we  may  obfervc  of  king  David,  who^ 
though  frequently  engaged  in  war,  as  well  as  the 
management  of  a  kingdom,  yet  made  and  kept  the 
very  fame  refolution  as  to  his  devotions.  "  At 
evening  and  at  morning,  and  at  noon  day  (fays  he) 
will  I  pray,  and  that  inftantly,  and  >  he  (hall  hear 
my  voice."  Nay,  thi«  did  not  content  bim  in  the 
matter  of  thankfgiving ;  for,  «  feven  times  a  day 
(fays  he  clfewhere)  do  I  praife  thee,  becaufe  of 
thy  righteous  judgments.'*  And  it  was  he  who, 
amidft  all  the  cares  of  (late,  compofed  and  fung 
to  tbe  harp  thofe  divine  hymns,  which  have  been 
the  delight  of  the  faithful  from  that  day  to  this, 
and  fhall  be  fo  to  the  end  of  the  world.  To 
thefe  exam{^es  from  the  facred  hiilory  we  may 
add  that  of  a  prince  of  our  own,  the  great  and  good, 
king  Alfred,  whofe  wifdom  and  diligence  reftored 
this  kingdom  from  a  (late  of  the  greateft  confufion 
to  one  of  the  moft  perfei5t  order,  and  preferved  it 
in  the  fame  all  the  while  he  fat  upon  the  throne. 
Yet  no  lefs  than  eight  hours,  out  of  the  four  and 
twenty,  did  this  monarch,  fo  engaged,  allot  to  read- 
ing, meditation  and  prayer.  Now  all  thefe  arc 
matters  of  faft,  and  (hew  us  what  may  be  done  by 
perfons,  who  will  fet  to  work  in  good  earneft,  and 
make  a  prudent  difpofition  of  their  time.    For  iq 

one 
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tne  of  thefe  two  refpeils  it  is  mo  A  certain  that  nMk 
tnuft  be  deiicienti  who  pretends  that  he  cannot  find 
time  to  ferve  God  \  ^nce  Daniel)  when  prime  mi^ 
nifter  in  the  ctmrt  of  Pcrfia, ."  prayed  and  gavd 
thanks  before  his  God,  three  titnes  a- day.'* 

And  this  he  continued  to  do,  even  when  the  Izvt 
was  pailed,  which  made  it  certain  death.  *^  When 
Daniel  knew*  that  the  writing  'was  figned,  he  went 
to  his  houfe,  and  his  windows  being  open  in  his 
chamber  towards  Jerufaletn,  he  kneeled  upon  his 
knees  three  times  a^-day,  and  prayed^  and  gaVe 
thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did  aforetime."  He 
did  his  duty  exactly  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom^ 
as  if  nothing  bad  happenedi  and  no  law  had  beea 
pa^ed,  br  any  thing  faid  at  court  about  it.  He 
would  not  go  to  any  other  place,  where  his  ene- 
mies might  not  have  found  him,  but  went  to  his 
own  houfe,  whither  he  might  fuppofe  they  would 
follow  him.  He  would  not  fecrete  himfelf  in  any* 
private  or  remote  corner  of  the  houfe,  but  repair- 
ed forthwith  to  his  own  chamber^  the  place  where- 
unto  he  always  reforted.  He  thbught  it  not  c* 
noMgh  to  pray  inwardly  \^ith  his  mind,  which  he 
might  have  done  in  any  podure,  without  being  per** 
ceived,  but  made  his  body  bear  its  accuftomed  part 
in  the  fcrvice  %  <*  he  keeled  upon  his  kiiees."  He 
Contented  not  himfelf  with  ^rayitag  once,  or  twic^ 
only,  dropping  the  third  time  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  on  account  of  the  imminent  danger  he  was  in^ 
but  made  up  his  full  andi  ufual  complement ;  *<  He 
kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a^day/!  Kof 
did  he  pray  only,  and  not  give  thanks^  cutting  off 
fome  part  of  the  fervice,  to  make  the  time  of  dan- 
ger'ihorter,  t)ut  performed  the  whole,  without 
Curtailing  or  dimlniihing  ought ;  "  He  prayed,  and 
gave  thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did  aforetime*'^ 

And^ 
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And)  in  fhort,-  he  woald  not  fo  much  as  fliut  his 
windowsi.  but  did'  all  thiS)  <<  His  windows  in  his 
•chamber  being  open  towards  Jcrufalcra/*'    In  or^ 
der  to  fhew  the  meaning  of  this  laft  circumftancey 
we  muft  have  recourfe  to  a  not^e  paflage  in  king 
Solomon'^  prayer  at  the  ^dedication  of  the  temple^ 
which  Daniel  had  in  his  eye,  and  by  which  he  di- 
fe^^ed  his  condu£k      i  -Kings  viii.  46^  ^c.     "  If 
thy  people  fin  again(^  thee  (for  there  is  no  man 
that  finneth  not)  and  thou  be  angry  with  them, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  enemy,  fo  that  they  caiVy 
them  away  captives  to  the  land  of  the  enemy,  far 
jor  near.:  yet  if  they  (hall  bethink  themfelves  in  the 
•land  whither  they  were  carried  captives,  and  r6- 
^ent,  and  make  fupplication  unto  thee  in  the  land 
of  them  that  earned  them,  away  captives,  faying, 
we  have  finned,  and  have  done  pcrverfely,    we 
liave  committed  wickednefs ;  and  fb  return  nnto 
thee  with  all   their  hearf,  and  w^ith  all  their  foul, 
in  the  land  of  their  enemies  which  led  them  away 
"Captive,  and  pray  unto  thee  toward  their  land,  which 
thou  gave/}  unto  their  fathers  ^  the  city  which  thou  hafl 
ehofen,  atjd  the  houfe  ivhich  I  have  bmlt  for  thy  nanie  ; 
then  hear  tho-u  their  prayer  and  fupplication  in  hea- 
ven thy  dwelling  place,  and  maintain  their  caiife 
and  forgive  thy  people  that  have  finned  againft 
thee,  and  all  their  tranfgreflions  wherein  they  have 
tranfgrefled  again  ft  thee,  and  give  them  compalBoti 
before  them  that  carried  them  captive,  that  they 
inay  have  compaflion  on  Ihem."     The  circumftance 
therefore  of  "  praying  towards  Jerufalem"  being 
thus  enjoined,  Daniel  would  by  no  means  omit  it. 
And  now,  let  us  confider  with  ourfelves,  how  clear 
the  confcience,  how  holy  the  foul,  bow  ftedlaft  the 
faith,  how  lively  the  hope,  how  fervent  the  chari-* 
^y>  how  invincible  the  courage  of  Daniel  muft  have 
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t)een,  vho,  in  fuch  circumilances,  cotiM  calmfy 
and  comp<^dly  go  on  in  the  regulsHr  and  exaA  per^ 
formance  of  his  ftated  devotions.  Let  tis  conikier 
of  how  great  confequencc  the  due  perfof  m^nce  of 
them  is,  if  with  death  in  its  moft  horrible  form 
before  his  eyes,  he  thought  he  could  Bot  juftify  a 
iingle  omiflion  of  them.  And  whenever  we  ar^ 
tempted  to  negleft  our  prayers,  let  us  rcmembef 
that  Daniel,  though  the  den  of  lions  was  to  be  tht 
confequence,  «  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  timeli 
a  day^  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his  Go<^ 
SIS  he  did  aforetime." 

We  have  now  taken  a  view  of  the  iituation  of 
Daniel  in  Babylon.  We  have  coniidered  him  as 
one  in  captivity  in  a  ftrange  and  heathen  land ;  as 
•one  encumbered  with  tKe  concerns  of  a  vaft  em- 
pire ;  and  as  one  in  danger  of  his  life  for  what  h^ 
<iid  \  and  hence  we  have  been  convinced,  it  Is  to« 
be  hoped,  that  nothing  ought  to  make  us  omit 
cur  daily  devotions. 

From  the  fame  great  example  we  may  learn  how 
we  ought  to  perform  them,  with  regard  to  place^ 
pofture,  time,  and  matter.  ^ 

As  to  place,  Daniel,  we  find,  "  went  t6  his. 
houfe,  and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  chamber."  And 
our  ble£led  Lord  has  enjoined  us  all  to  do  the  fame* 
«  Thou  when  thou  prayeft,  enter  into  thy  cham- 
ber, and  (hut  the  door."  And  the  reafon  is  plain. 
He  who  would  pray,  muft  firft  retire.  The  fpirit 
of  the  world  and  the  fpirit  of  prayer  are  contrary 
the  one  to  the  other,  and  experience  will  teach  any 
one^  that  he  cannpt  well  pray  m  a  croud.  Bufv- 
jiefs,  or  pleafure,  or  even  common  converfation, 
if  it  b^  about  the  things  of  this  world,  and  conti- 
nued for  any  long  tirrie,  will  ftrangely  indifpofe  the 
mind  for  devotion  \  and  the  foal|  before  ihe  can. 

take 
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Uke  her  ftight  to  heaven^  muft  plume  and  balance 
her  wings^  by  holy  meditation.  She  muft  rally  her 
icatterc^  and  dlffipated  thought^  and  fix  thenx  on 
the  bufinefs.  fhe  is  going  about.  She  muft  confider 
the  nature  of  God,  to  whom  fhe  is  to  pray  $  of  her* 
felf  who  is  to  pray  to  him  i  and. of  thofe  things  for 
which,  ihe  is  to  pray  to  him.  She  muft  know  the 
fins  ihe  has  been  guilty  off  to  confedi  them  \  and 
ihe  graces  (he  ftands  in  need  of,  to  petition  for  them^ 
All  this  is  not  to  be  done  but  by  deep  meditation;  and 
ineditatjonj  which  is  the  mother  ordevdtion,  is  thr 
daughter  of  retirement.  They  who  do  not  medi* 
late,  cannot  pray  i  and.  they  who  do  not  retirci  canf 
^do  neither.  God  help,  and  have  mercy  upon  all 
Ikoie^  whe-  are  ia  this  moft  wretched  a»d  deplo» 
sable  ftate ;  as  tU  suift  be^  who  pa(s  their  days.ini 
jPcfenielefs  round  of  vain  amufements^nd  dtverfiims^ 
JHlbft  cotitinua}  hiirrf  and  diii^ation  oFthougfat,  igno* 
taot  of  the  benefits  »nd  cotnfort^  of  the  clofet,  andk 
tiKrefore  ignorani;  qf  the  true  ftate  of  their  minds^ 
ignorant  of  their  Saviour,i  ignorant  of  their  dnty^ 
jgporasit  o(  eyery  thing  wbl£h  they  were  fent  into* 
j^e  world  to  leara.  Thus  they  lire,  and— thus- 
^hey  die  ^  If  therefore  we  codceive  a  dread  of  fuck 
;a  death*  (and  too  great  a  dread  we  cannot  conceive)'.- 
let  us  learn  of  holy  Daniel  io  commune  with  our 
#wii' heart,  and  with  God>  ix^  our  chamber.  And 
^en  let  us  judge  ourfelves  to  have  made  fome  pro» 
-gifefi  in  the  divine  life,  when  the  pleafures  we  finA, 
there  are  preferred  (as  every  experienced  Cliriftian 
Ji^nows  they  ought  to  be  preferred^  to  all  the  plear^ 
jRires.  tlt^e  world  can  oiSer. 

Next  to  the  plsice,  we  are  to  confider  the  pofttCre^ 
in  which  Daniel  prayed.  He  ^<  kneeled  upon  htr 
knees,  with  his  face  towdrds  Jerufalem.*'  The*^ 
Ghriftian  warrior  fUffers  frpm  aJJ  others  in  this  paiy- 
^ticulari  that  he  is  never  fo  fure  of  conqueft,   as* 
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when  he  enters  into  the  battle  in  this  attkude^ 
The  adverfary  had  father  find  him  in  any  fituatioit 
than  this,  which  is  indeed  his  beft  pofture  of  de^ 
fence  againft  all  temptations  whatfoever.  Danielf 
was  fo  entirely  fecure  in  it,  that  he  valued  not  tho 
roaring  of  all  the  lions  in  the  den  of  Babylon,  jufi 
opening  their  mouths  to  devour  him.  Nor  need 
the  devout  foul  regard  a  whit  more  the  rage  and[ 
fury  of  that  <*  roaring  lion,"  fpoken  of  by  the  a- 
poftle,  <<  who  goeth  about  continually  up  and  down, 
in  the  earth,  ieeking  whom  he  may  devour/'  I 
fay,  the  devout  foul  need  not  regard  it ;  for  we 
mufl  not  forget,  that  the  pofture  of  the  body  can 
profit  nothing,  unkfs  it  be  accompanied  with  that 
difpofition  of  mind,  which  it  is  defigned  to  repre* 
lent.  We  are  found  hypocrites,  if  we  are  not  in- 
wardly what  we  appear  outwardly  to  be^  when  wt 
fall  upon  our  knees.  For  the  intention  of  fo  doing 
1$  to  teftify  an  awful  fenie  of  the  power  and  glorjf 
of  God,  and  as  deep  an  one  of  our  own  infirmity 
and  unworthinefs,  under  which  we  fink  down  t<» 
the  earth  from  whence  we  were  taken,  and  ac- 
knowlege  ourfelves  to  be  but  finful  duft  and  aOies* 
By  this  aft,  when  rightly  performed,  the  minid 
going  along  with  it,  we  obey  the  divine  command^ 
<*  Humble  yourfelves  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God '"  where  the  apodle  addrefles  us  as  criminalsj 
tinder  the  hand  of  jui^ice,  uplifted  to  ftrike  the  fatal 
^roke,  which  there  is  no  way  of  avoiding,  but  by 
falling  to  the  earth.  In  a  word,  the  duty  of  pray^ 
^r  is  founded  upon  the  fufficiency  of  God,  as  an 
almighty  Creator  and  Redeemer,  and  our  wants^ 
as  finful  creatures^  both  which  great  truths  we 
confefs  at  once,  by  meekly  kneeling  upon  our  kneesi 
and  therefore  this  is  the  proper  pofture  for  prayer* 
But  what  ihall  we  fay  of  Daniel  ^  fetting  hhk 
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fice  towards  Jcrufalem,"  whc»  he  prayed  ?   Are  • 
-we  to  imitate  htm  in  that  likewife  ?    ITndoubtedly.' 
Not  jutaordmg  to  the  letter^  but  the  fptrit^     The 
old  JeruraEcm  a(n.d  temple  are  defbroyed^  to  be  re*-  ^ 
btLilt  no  more  y<  in  the  room  oF  which  a  new  JertN 
iaiem  and  a  new  temple  have  long  fince  arifeo. 
The  new  JeruOilcm  is  the  Chriftian  churchy  and' 
ithe  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple.     To' 
Chrift  we  mvtfh  turn  our  eyes;  in  the  union  and^ 
bommunton  of  his  church  we  muft  offer  up  our* 
fn^y^rs.    Danidi  praying  inBabylon  looked  towards  < 
Jerufaiem;    the  Chriftian'  piraying  in  the  world- 
fliould  look  towards  heaven,  towards  that  new,  fpi^ 
rituaU  and  ccleftial  city  of  the  living  God,  whofe- 
ibunda^ons  are  upon  the  holy  and  everlafting  hilk>. 
atKi  which  cannot  be  removed ,  but  ftandeth  faftr 
forever.     Thither  let  him  look,  thkher^  let  hiai« 
pray,  in  this  land  of  his  captivity. 

Bud  when,  and  how  often  is  he  to  pray  ?  With^ 
regard  to  this  point  alfo,  Daniel  will  inftruA  him,. 
who  «  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day;"' 
that  is  to  fay,  in  the  words  of  holy*  David  before ' 
dted,  "  At  morning,  and  at  evening,  and  at  noon 
diay."     What  man  is  he,  that  can  help  ofiering  up* 
his. morning  facrifiee  of  devotion,  when  awaking; 
from  iweet  fleep,  refrefhcd  and  renewed,  he  be- 
holds alt  things  as  it^were  new  created  ?'  The  fuii^ 
9rifes,  and  finds  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hilld* 
waiting  for  his  appearance,  ^d  all  the  birds  of  the 
air  ready  to  pay  their  tribute  of  thaBkfgiving>  for ' 
the  return  of  hts  glorious  and  enlivening  beamsit; 
And  fiudl  oum—aiian,  for  wbofeu£s  and  benefit  all^ 
ihefe  things  were  made-^£haU  man  ailone  lie  buried' 
m  fieep;   or,  when  ariien,  forget  to  wor(hip  hl9> 
God  ?  ^lall  he  not  rather  roufe  all  his  aflFe^ions  at' 
fBcei  with  tbcfe  »3fid  the  like  (trains  of  the  fweees 
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fiiiger  of  Ifrael; — "  Awake  np  my  glory^ 
lute  and  harp,"  every  organ  of  my  body,  and  fa- 
culty of  my  foul ;  **  I  myfelf  will  awake  rigKt  early.  - 
O  God,  thou  art  my  God ;  early  will  I  feek  thee^ 
J  will  fing  of  thy  power,  Q  Lord,  and  praife'thy 
mercy  betimes  in  the  morning.  I  will  magnify 
thee,  O  God  my  king,  and  praife  thy  name  for 
ever  and  ever.  Every  day  will  I  give  thanks  unto 
thee,  and  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.** 
IsTow  is  the  tisne  for  us  to  take  a  view  beforehand 
of  every  thing  that  is  to  be  done  in  the  day,  to  of- 
fer it  to  God  with  purity  of  intention,  and  pray  for 
his  grace  to  direft  us  in  all  things ;  but  more  cfpe^ 
cially  in  thofe  inftances^  in  which  we  are  moft  likely^ 
to  need  it ;  as  the  con^litutian,  temper,  iituation^ 
;and  circumftances.  of  every  perfon  in  the  world 
make  fome  pahicular  temptations  more  dangerous 
to  him  than  others.  Again  :  who,  tliat  was  in  l\is^ 
fcnfcs,'  when  the  evening  clofes  upon  him,  and 
coniigns  him  to  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  would 
venture  to  gojto  fleep  (when  for  aught  he  knows  he 
may  awake  in  another  world)  without  having  firft 
cxamiaed  himfelf  concerning  the  thoughts,  wordsf 
and  aftions  of  the  day,  and  fo  confefled  and  repent- 
ed him  of  the  fins  therein  committed,  as  to  have 
rendered  himfelf  a  proper  objeftof  the  divine  mercy 
through  Chrift,  into  whofe  hands  be  fhouid  now 
<on>mend  his  fpirit,  as  he  would  do  with  his  dying 
breath.  Bleffed  is  he^  who  thus  begins  and  ends 
the  day  with  God,  and  fo  paffts  a  life  of  piety  and 
peace.  His  fleep  flvall  be  fweet  indeed.  And 
iwecteft  of  all  (hall  be  that  laft  fleep,  out  of  which, 
he  fli:ill  awake  to  glory,  in  the  morning  of  the!rc- 
furreftion.  With. regard  to  Daniel;s  third  houjc  of 
prayer,  namely,  noon,  if  they  who  have  it  not  iu 
their  power  to  retire  for  ^:b^t  purpufe,  tv^ould  ac** 
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cttftom  themfelves  daily  to  think,  at -that  hour,  oft 
Chrift,  who  was  then  naiied  to  the  crofs  for  their 
fins,  and  lift  up  their  fouls  to  God  in  a  fiiort  prayer 
for  falvation- 1^  him,  they  would  find  themieWes 
much  ftrengthened  and  refreihed  thereby.  As  to 
thofe  whom  God  has  blefied  wkh  mo^e  leifm^,  let 
them  by  all  means  follow  Daniel's  example,  till 
they  can  find  a  better.  Let  them  '<  kneel  upon 
4heir  knees  three  times  aday ;"  and  let  thofe  who^ 
retire  at  that  feafon  to  adorn  their  perfons,  take 
the  opportunity  of  putting  on  the  ornaments  of 
jgrace,  and  renewing  the  fpdrit  of  their  minds. 

Laftly,  this  fame  great  and  fruitful  example  of 
holy  Daniel  affords  us  a  direction  Ukewife  as  to  the 
matter  of  our  devotion?.  He  <<  prayed  and  gave 
thanks  before  his  God  as-he  did  aforetime.'*  Prayeir 
and  thank fgiving  therefore  were  the  two  parts  of 
his  daily  feryicc.  What  the  nature  of  his  prayer 
was,^  we  may  know  from  that  recorded  in  the  ix» 
chapter,  where  he  iets  himfelf  to  confefs  his  iins> 
and  thofe  of  his  countrymen,  and  to  intreat  for 
mercy  on  Jerufalem,  with  a  fervour  and  affcifkioa 
never  to  be  exceeded.  Our  devotionsr  then,  ac<« 
cording  to  tliis  a>odel,  myu A  coniill  of  confeffion  of 
fins ;  deprecation  of  the  pumfhments  acknowledged 
to  be  juAly  due  to  them  ^  fupplication  for  pardon^ 
deliverance,  and  grace;  and  intercelBon  for  the 
churichy  and  ali  indudedin  her,  our  r^lationsi 
friends,  countrymen^  and  fellow  <Chriftians,  aad 
inore  efpecially.  for  aU  the  ions  ai^  tdauglMters  of 
afili£lion ;  .the^wbole  to  bib  cdnchidedfwhh  thanks- 
giving;^ .cpnsemifig^  which  w6may  obftrve^  tihat 
t     '    .  '     ■:  *      *  i  !  o    'A  J  '  •  '■      ..      'J      no 

<'*  Let  mc  be  p«rmUtc4'-ld  reco^rtmcntP  to  thi  reader,  for  Ki« 
Oimpanton  and  dircihjry  in  jthis  wiy)^ .  ftke  JkvtOims  if  ^fnp 
Anokkws»  tranjlated  fronts,  the  Greek  by  Bean  Stanhqpe.;  a  new 
and  beautiful  edifion  of'WMcll  h5r 'Been  latcry"prrntcd''for"Mt 
HivHiaiON.  ta  St  Paui's  Ctuccli-Yar^* 
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mm  £tuatioit  ia  this  world  can  ^tclode  the  heeeiByv* 
imd  Uke  away  the  ground  of  it  ^  fisoe  we  fiad  Da^ 
fiiejl  « giYiasg  thaDksj-'  when  the  city iihd  temple  of 
iCrod  mere  io  aihes>  aad  bimielf  a  captive  in  Bab]r«> 
ion.     Even  then  he  not  only  ^*  prayed/^  but  al(b 
^<  gave  thanks  before  his  God,  a&he  dld.aforetime*'^'' 
iAnd  indeied,  nothing  bed:  a  bruttfk  ihipktity  can 
Inndersmy man  Eraai iaeing  ceafon to  thank  pod».. 
Ih  kmg  as  he  gvants  him  li£e,'and  fpace,  by  repent^p^- 
aUcc  and  faithf.  to  fecure  to  himfeif  a  part  and  por« 
tion  in  the  gk>ries  of  eternity.     The  pooreft  bcg«- 
gar,  in  rags  upon  a  dunghill,  ought  to  blefs  and- 
pr^^  thie.  Lord  without  ceafing,  that  he  has  yet^ 
this '  prtviledge  allowed  him  ;  a  privUedge  denied^ 
to  fo  m^iy  thoufand  miferable  fpirits;  whofe  dzf 
ef  grace  iias  long  iince  expired  in  the  night  of:' 
'«Terlafting  death*     Whatever  therefore  be  onr  lot 
in  this  world,  let  usremembcF  the  apoftolical  m*> 
jiindion^  "  In  allthii^s  give  thanks.:*'  and  inordof?- 
po  ftir  ourfelv.es  up  to  the  obeying  it^  let  us  only- 
recount  the  mercies  we  have  received  through  our^ 
Lord  Jdus  ChriA)  at  ftindry  times,  and  ki  divers  - 
manners,  fpiritual  ami  temporal,  from  the  day  of' 
our  birth' to  this  prefeni;  moment  ^  and  the  reftut 
will  be,  it  muft  be,  that  we  fliaU  all,  the  pooreft* 
aed  mofb  afSa&ed  among:  us,  make  the  pfalmiiVa^ 
sefolutiotiour  own ;.  **  I 'will  always  give  thanks  xm* 
to  the  Lord^  bis  praife^  ffiall  e'wr  be  in  my  moutk:'^* 
iod  whenever^  like  holy  Daniel:,  we  ^  kneel  upon  a 
bur  kae«s>  to  poray,'' cw&  fhall,  atthe  &me  timej^, 
Kkefhim^  ^^^givj^vtlianks  beSerelonr  God.'' 
J  Thpsi  thearefor^i  dof^s:  Baniet  noti  oniyjftrip,  us  6{i 
every  excufe  for  neglefting  our  devotions,  but  give 
vs  iyb^ewifefi»i|  iiificuiUQAS  l;io,W'ta  perform 'them,, 
with  regard  4o  place,^  pofture,  time,  and  matter*- 
jfVnd-  m  th^  Wcffcct  efie^  Hn4  rewajr4  of  his  devo-^ 
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tion  fire  our  fouls  to  anTmltation^of  (q  great  and 
glorious  an  example.  Would  we  be  delivered  froii> 
the  power  of  the  devil,  and  the  bitter  pains  of  eter- 
nal death  i  Would  we  be  holy,  and  juft,  and.  good  ? 
Would  we  be  6lled  with  wifdT)m  and  underftanding 
in  the  counfels  of  the  Almighty  ?  Would  we  be 
high  in  the  favour  of  heaven  ?  Nay,  would  we  be 
iaved  from  temporal  caUmittes,  and  brought  to  ho» 
nour,  eileem,  and  reverence,  m  the  light  of  men  i 
Conflancy  in  prayer  can  open  a  way  to  all  thefe 
bleffings.  For  if  we  afk,  why  Daniel  was  preferved 
from  the  lions  ?  Why  he  was  endued  with  fucl^  iv^ 
Ttocency  of  life  i  Why  he  was  admitted  into  the  fe>- 
crets  of  the  divine  oeconomy  ?  Why  he  was  ftiled^ 
by  way  of  emiaence,  <<  the  man  greatly  beloved  ?" 
And  why  the  name  of  God  was  glorified  by  his 
promottoi}  in  a  heathen  court  f  The  anfwer  to  all 
is — ^*  He  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day^ 
aad  prayedj  and  gave  thanks  before  his  Qod*" 
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THE  REDEMPTION  OF  .TIME. 


Ephes.  V,  i5. 
Redeeming  the  Time* 


iVL  AN  is  often  in  Sccipture  compared  to  a 
chant  V  and  there  are  tlurce  things  more  efpecialljr* 
Ivhichy  con&dered  ia  that  capacity*  he  i^-epjciine^ 
to  purdbafe  at  auj;  ratje*  The  fidlis  thie  Kingdom^ 
o£  lievreii^  liisf  aed  by'  «iur  Savi^ur^  itt  Mie:  qI  km. 
parables^  to  «<  a  pearl  of  great  prke#.  ^«hieb  a  mee« 
chant  hsLving  met  withf  went  and  fold  all  that  h« 
had,  and  bought  it/'  The  fccond  is  Truthl  «  Biqr 
the  truths  (faith  Solomon)  and  (ell  it  not."  The 
third  purchafe  we  are  to  make  is  that  mentioned  ii^ 
the  text :  <<  Redeeming  the  Time/'  And  this  uv-. 
deed  opens  the  way  to  the  other  two;  fince  it  is  bj 
a  right  employment  of  om*  Time,  that  we  come  to- 
a  knowledge  and  love  of  the  Truth,  which  leads^ 
us  to  the  ICingdom  of  heaven,  through  him,  who- 
h  "  the  Way,  the  truth,  and  the  life." 

The  phrafe,  «  redeeming  the  time,'*  iuppofes  ua 
to  have  been  formerly  negligent  in  this  fort  of  fpi- 
ritual  traffic,  .and  fo  to  have  fuiFered  lofs  ;  which, 
therefore  we  are  to  make  up,  by  taking  every  op- 
portunity of  trading  to  advantage  for  the  future. 

The  inertimable  value  and  right  improvement  of 
time  are  therefore  the  fubjefts  fuggefted  to  our  me- 
dications by  thefe  words  of  the  apoiUe  i  in  the  pro-^ 
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(fecQtian  of  wbkby  let  us  confider.  Why  Time  fhoukl 
be  redeemed,  and  How  it  oMy  be  redeemed. 

Time,  little  z%  men  account  of  it,  is  the  moft 
thoice  and  precious  thing  in  the  work!.  <•  The 
merdiandife  of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandife  o£ 
filver,  and  the  gatn-thereof  than  fine  gold.''  And 
this  God  feems  to  have  pointed  out  to  us,  by  the 
very  manner  of  his  giving  h,  fo  different  from  that 
in  which  he  vouchfrfes  his  other  gifts.  For  where* 
»s  he  is-gracioufly^pleafed  to  beflow  many  of  them 
tq)on  us  in  large  quantities,  fo  that  we  can  keep 
Tome  ftroe  of  them  by  us,  with  Time  it  is  not  fo* 
Of  that  there  is  but  a  moment  in  the  world  at  once^ 
vhith  is  taken  away  when  another  is  givoi.  If 
fhcrefore  the  value  of  a  thing  rifcs  In  proportion  to 
its  fcarcenefs,  what  ihall  a  man  give,  or  rather 
what  ihali  he  not  give,  for  the  redemption  of  Time 
which  is  thus  dealt  out  by  heaven,  like  fome  rich 
snd  invaluable  cordial  in  fingle  drops,  to  the  end, 
doubtlefs,  that  not  one  of  them  ihould  be  fuffered 
to  fall  to  the  ground  ?  We  take  no  account  of 
Time,  but  by  the  lofs  of  it ;  the  clock  which  flrikcs, 
informs  us^-^not  ihat  we  have  fo  much  in  our  poC^ 
ieffion,  but  that  fo  piuch  is  gone  from  us :  for 
which  reafoh  it  hath  been  filled  <<  the  knell  of  a 
departed  hour,"  which  rings  out  for  the  death  of 
another  portion  of  our  time,  admoniihing  us  -to 
xni^ke  a  better  ufe  of  that  which  remains.  The 
prefent  moment  only  is  our  own.  As  to  the  future^ 
God  alone  knows  whether  they  will  ever  be  prefent 
io  us  :  and  for  the  pad,  they  are  never  more  to  re«^ 
turn;  which. is  a 

-Second  reafon  why  Time  ought  to  be  redeemed 
by  all  means  in  our  power,  becaufe,  when  onc« 
paft.  It  never  returns.  The  merchant,  who  knows 
that  there  is  a  precious  commodity  to  be  purchaied 

at 
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tit  a  rcafonable  rate,  by  which  his  fortune  irfay  b<8 
made  at  once ;  and  knows  withal)  that  if  he  Enir$ 
this,  he  fliall  never  have  fiich  another  opportunity, 
what  pains  will  he  not  take  ?  How  early  will  h« 
rife ;  how  late  take  reft  ?  How  diligent  will  he  be 
in  fitting  out  his  veflel  ?  With  what  hafte  will  he 
put  to  fea  i  With  what  carneftnefs  and  anxiety  will 
be  watch  the  wind,  and  i'pread  all  his  fails,  to 
catch  every  breath  that  may  waft  him  in  tiinc  to 
the  port  for  which  he  is  bound  ?  This  is  our  very 
Cafe,  to  a  tittle.  Time  is  that  precious  commodity^ 
by  a  rightufc  of  whichour  fortunes  are  made  for  even 
for  ever  and  ever,  to  all  eternity.  And  Time,  when 
t)nce  gone,  n^ver  returns.  For  where  is  yefter- 
day  i  It  is  **  witK  the  years  beyond  the  flood  ;"  and 
we  can  as  foon  bring  back  one,  as  the  other.  Were 
all  the  princes  of  the  earth  to  unite  the  wifdom  of 
their  counfels,  and  the  might  of  their  kingdoms, 
they  could  not  ^recall  one  fingle  moment.  How 
plain  and  obvious  is  this  to  the  common  fenfe  ef 
every  man  .^  But  who  is  there,  that  pays  fo  much 
regard  to  this  well  known  truth,  as  to  regulate  his 
conduft  by  it,  and  to  make  his  anions  conformable 
to  his  knowledge?  Where  is  the  Chriftian,  who,  in 
order  to  fecure  a  portion  in  the  glories  of  eternity 
by  a  right  employment  of  his  time,  ufeth  half  the 
diligence  which  is  continually  ufed  by  the  merch- 
ants of  the  earth,  to  purchafe  an  uncertain  tenure 
of  its  perilhable  goods  ?  But  fo  it  is,  that  let  us 
look  where  we  will,  whenever  the  thing;s  of  this 
world  are  in  view,  we  find  men  afliog,  in  their 
feveral  profefiions  and  callings,  according  to  the 
beft  and  moft  approved  maxims  of  each  -,  projec- 
ting their  fc-hems  wifely,  and  executing  them  vigor* 
oufly;  in  a  word,  taking  their  meafures  as  if  they 
were  in  earneft  5  whereas,  behold  the  fame  men 
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*(^nfidered  as  Chriftians^  engaged  in  the  concerns 
of  a  betfer  world-;  and  a  view  of  their  conduct  is 
Really  fu^cient  to  make  a  thinking  unbeliever  con^ 
elude,  that  nine  parts  in  ten  of  them  either  believe 
110  niore  than  himfelf,  or  elfe  that  a  ftatute  of  lu- 
nacy ought  forthwith  to  be  taken  outagainft  them. 
tf  therefore  we  acknowledge,  that  time  once  paft 
Yiever  returns,  let  us  acknowledge  likewifethat  this 
is  a  good  reafon  why  we  fhould  redeem  what  is  paft 
liy.  making  a  right  ufe  of  what  is  prcfeat.  And  let 
Us  aft  accordingly.         ^ 

A  third  reafon  why  time  ought  to  be  redeemed^ 
is  the  confidcration  that  it  niuft  be  accounted  for. 
A  fteward  ehtrufted  with  the  management  of  his 
lord's  goods,  and  a  perfon  employed  to  trade  for 
another,  fhould  of  aH  men  be  the  mod  diligent 
'and  careful :  feeing  that  at  a  certiiin  ftated  time 
they  are  to  deliver  in  an  account  of  what  they  re- 
"ceived,  and  the  profits  they  have  made ;  upon  the 
^delity  and  exaftnefs  of  which,  their  future  Welfare 
is  to .  depend.  By  thefe  two  cafes  oixr  Lord  has 
thought  proper  to  reprefent  to  us  our  ftate  and  con- 
dition in  this  life,  in  the  parable  of  the  Unjuft 
Steward,  and  that  of  the  Ten  Talents.  The  goods 
and  talents  committed  to  our  truft,  to  dianage  and 
improve  to  the  beft  advantage,  are  all  the  gifts  of 
Cod,  whether  thofe  of  nature,  fortune,  or  grace» 
that  is,  in  fhort,  every  thing  we  are,  and  every 
thing  we  have.  Of  the  ule  and  improvement  we 
IhaU  have  made  of  all  thefe  an  account  is  to  be  de« 
livered  in  at  a  day  appointed ;  and  our  eternal  wel« 
fare  depends  upon  its  being  fuch  an  one  as  will  .a- 
bjde  the  ftrift  Scrutiny  of  him  who  committed  them 
to  us.  The  fteward,  who  appeared  to  have  wafted 
his  lord^s  goods,  w^s  difmiffed  £rom  his  fervice  ; 
and  from  the  unprofitable- fervant,  who^  inftead^of 
V%.  II.  M  trading 
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trading  with  his  talent,  buried  it  in  the  earth,  that' 
talent  was  taken,  and  he  was  <<  caft  into  outer 
darknefs,  where   was   weeping   and   gnafhing  of 
teeth."    Now  time  being,  as  I  hare  fhewn,  one  of 
the  choiceft  and  moft  precious  gifts  of  God  to  men, 
will,  at  the  laft  great  day,  be  accounted.for  with  a 
AriAnefs  proportionable  to  its  value.     Lwt  us  there- 
fore take  care  that  the  Accufer  of  t^e  brethren, 
the  ever  watchful  and  malicious  aJv^ifary  of  our 
falvation,  have  it  not  in  his  power  to  lodge  an  ac« 
cufation  againft  us  with  our  Lord,  of  our  having 
wafted  that  good  thing  committed  to  usj  of  having 
bidden  that  moft  precious  talent  in  the  earth,  in- 
fiead  of  trading  with  it  to  the  beft  advantage ;  of 
having  killed  and  buried  our  time  in  fenfuality^ 
floth,  and  idlenefs.     For  this  murder,  like  others^ 
will  not  always  be  concealed;  the  hours  deftroyed 
in  fecret  will  appear,  when  we  leaft  expeft  it,  to 
the  unfpeakable  terror  and  amazement  of  our  fouls  ; 
they  arife  from  the  dead,  and  fty  away  to  heaven 
(whither  they  might  have  carried  better  news) 'and 
there  tell  fad  tales  of  us,  which  we  fhall  be  fore  to 
hear  of  again^  when  we  hold  up  our  hands  at  the 
bar,  and  they  (hall  come  as  fo  many  fwift  witneftes 
againft  us.     The  cohiideration  therefore  that  we 
are  to  account  for  oui*  time  will  be  allowed  as  a 
third  re^on  why  it  fliould  be  redeemed. 

A  fourth,  and  that  no  lefs  ftrong  and  powerful  . 
than  the  fbriner,  is  the  ihortnefs  and  uncertainty 
of  human  life.  No  man  knows  precifely  when  his 
accoiints  will  be  called  for  ^  but  this  he  does  know 
moft  infallibly,  that  it  cannot  be  very  long,  and 
that  it  may^  be  very  foon.  •*  Why,  alas,  does  mor- 
tal ihan  think  to  live  long,  when  he  cannot  pro- 
mife  to  himfelf  the  next  minute !  How.  many  have 
lamentably  deceive4  their  own  hearts  in  this  point, 
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and  Men  fuddenly  fnatched  away  ?  How  often  do 
vre  hear^  how  often  do  we  read,  fuch  a  man  is  flain^ 
another  is  drowned,  a  third  has  broke  his  neck 
with  a  fall,  this  man  died  eating,  and  that  playing^ 
one  peri(hed  by  fire,  another  by  thefword,  ano- 
ther of  a  difeafe,  another  was  ftain  by  thieves. 
Thus  deattk  is  quickly  the  end  of  all^  and  man'ap 
life  pafleth  away  like  a  {hadow  that  departeth  i"* 
like,  a  tale  that  is  told  ;  like  a  £ower  that  fadeth^ 
like  a  poft  that  hafteth  by;  like  a  bubble  that  rifes, 
and  ihines,  and  finks  again  into  the  common  mafsi* 
Mke  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little  while,  and 
then  vaaiCheth.  This  again  is  a  truth  univerfallf 
acknowledged,  infomuch  that  it  is  difficult  to  be: 
for  an  hour  in  company,  where  the  rapid  progrefi^ 
of  time  is  not  made  the  fubjc^l;  of  an  obfcrvation. 
And  yejt  we  are  under  fuch  a  delufion  in  our  rec- 
konings of  this  matter,  that  although  the  time:^ 
pail  be  certain,  yet  we  regard  the  former  as  no- 
thing, and  trtifl  to  the  latter  as  if  wc  could  com- 
mand' at  leaft  half  the  darys  of  Methufelah,  and  had 
entered  an  e^6tual  cayeat  ag^inft  any  claim  which; 
death  might  have  upon  us,-unt  J  the  expiration  o£ 
four  hundred  years.  Whereas  "  though  men  be 
&rongt*  that  fometimes,  and  that  but  very  feldpmi 
indeed,  comparatively  fpeafcing,  "  they  come  tO' 
fourfcorc  years,  yet  is  their  ftrength  jthen  but  la- 
bour and  Ibrl-ow,  fo  foon  pafleth  it  away,  and  wc 
are  gone-"  And  what  ufe  does  the  Pfalmift  mate 
of  this  confideration  ?  It  follows  in  the  next  verie 
but  One ;  **  laord,  teach  us  fo  to  number  our  days^ 
that  vfe  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wifdom  5'*  that 
is,  teach  us  fo  to  meditate  on  the  fhortnefs  of  ouir 
time,  that  we  may  improve  it  aright  to  the  purpo- 
&s  of  falvation.     The  fame  reflections  and  the  fame: 
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inference  drawn  from  it,  occur  m  thexxxix.  Pfarnt* 
<<  When  thou  with  rebukes  doft  chaften  man  for 
fin,  thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  like 
as  it  were  a^moth  fretting  a  garment  r  evnery  wzrt 
therefore  is  but  vanity.'''  This  thought  melts  the 
heart  of  the  royal  fuppliant  into  a  religious  tender- 
Defs,  and  difiblved  in  penitential  tears,  he  pours 
&rth  the  following  moft  affeAing  strains ;  firains, 
that  ihould  be  continually  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Chriftian  pilgrim.  .<<  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lordy 
and  with  thine  ears  confider  my  calling,  held  nett 
thy  peace  at  my  tears  t  for  I  am  a  ftrangcr  with 
thee,  and  afojurner,  as  all  my  fathers  were.  O 
fpare  me  a  little,  that  I  may  recover  my  firength 
before  I  go  hence,  ^and  be  no  more  feen."  It  may 
be  further  ol^ierved,  upon  this  head,  that  we  may 
learn  an  ufeful  leflbn  from  an  enemy.  It  i^  faid  o{- 
the  devi),  that  "  he  is  come  down  upon  the  earth 
having  great  wrath,  becaufe  he  knoweth  that  be 
hath  but  a  fiiort  time/'  Now,  if  the  ihortaefs  of 
the  time  allowed  be  an  argument  with  him  for  Is^  - 
bouring  hard  to  deftroy  our  fouls,  furely  it  oughc 
to  be  one  with  '^i  for  labouring,  as  hard  to  fave 
them  I  efpeciallyif  we  confider  what  that  work  is, 
and  the  difficulty  of  accompUihing  it,,  .which  ih^ 
therefore  be  the 

Fifth  argument  adduced  for  the  redemption  of 
time.  Time  ought  to  be  redeemed,  becaufe  of  the 
W&rk  we  have  to  do,  and  the  difficulty  of  doing  i^ 
Pid  we  fee  the  huibandman  dreaming  away  his 
time,  when  all  his  fields  lay  uncultivated  $  or  the 
generals  of  an  army  killing  an  hour  at  card%  when 
the  enenly  was  preparing  to  ftorm  the- camp  ^  or.  a 
pilot  afleep,  when  the  ibip  was  running  directly 
upon  a  rock;,  and  did  all  thefe  alledge^  as  the  rea^ 
fpn  of  their  beb^yioury  that  tbe^  had  mihing  to  doy 
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we  flioulJ  think  a  madhoufe  the  only  proper  place 
for  them:  and  we;fhould  think  right.     But  why- 
do  we  not  perceive,  that  there  is  not  lefs  of  abfur- 
tlity^nd  madnefs  in  the  condu^H:  of  that  Chriftian^. 
who  waftes  his  precious  hours  in  id'leuefs,  and  apo- 
logizes for  it  by  faying,  in  the  fame  manner,  that 
he  has  nothing-  to  Ho  r  when  perhaps  the  work  of 
his  falvation,  that  greateft  of  all  works,  thevery  work : 
for  which  God  fent  him  into  the  world,  is  not  yet  (<>* 
much  ^s  entered  upon,  or  even  thought  of.     The- 
heart  lies  fallow  j  it  is  overrun  with  corrupt  luft« 
and  evil  afxeftions;  the  ground  not  yet  broken  up> 
much  lefs  the  feed  fown ;  and  the  time  of  harveft-. 
approaching :  the  Chriftian  hufbandman,  it  feems,, 
is^drearning,  for  he  has  nothing  to  do^     The  world^. 
the  fleOi,  and  the  devil,  have  United  their  forces,, 
and  temptation  is  at  the  gates^  ready  to  carry  all. 
before  it :  the  Chriftian  warrior  is  taking  his  pair- 
time,  for  he  has  nothing  to  do.    The  poor  weathen- 
beaten  foul  is  driving,  at  the  mercy  of  winds  and 
waves,  upon  the  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  fea  of*. 
this  trottblefome  world,  amidft  r.ocks  and  quick* 
fands  ;  the  Chriftian  fteerfman  is  afleep)  for  he  has> 
nothing  to  do.     Our  Lord  bids  us^  watch  and-  pray  ; 
he  orders  us  to  ftrivc  to  enter  in  at  the  ftraight 
gate,  by  the  narrow  way  j  he  enjoins  us  to  labour 
for  the  meat  that  endure^h  \  his  apoftle  prefTes  it 
upon  us  to  work  out  our  falvation^  yet  we  can^ 
perfuade   ourfelves,   that  we  have   nothing  to  do^ 
How  is  it  then  ?  Are  temptations  fewer  then  they 
were,  lb  that  there  is  no  danger  of  falling  int»< 
themy  though  we  do  not  watch  and  pray  againft: 
them  ?  Is  the  gate  grown  wider,  or  the  way  made 
broader,  fo  that  we  may  enter  in  without  ftrivirig  I 
Will  the  meat  that  endureth,  any  more  than  that 
which,  periibetb^  drop  into  our  mouths  without  la«- 
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bottring  for  it  ?  Can  we  obtain  falvation  notvy  witlfe» 
out  working  it  out  ?  Such  news,  perhaps,  is  fome- 
times  brought  usj  and  it  cannot  but  be  agreeable 
to  flefh  and  Mood.  There  is  only  one  misfortune^ 
which  is,  that  it  cannot  poffibly  be  true,  the  Go£- 
pcl  of  Jcfus  Chrift  being  intended  for  the  ufe  of  all 
ages  and  generations,  and  therefore  remaining^ 
like  it's  divine  author,  "  the  fame  jefterday,  to 
day,  and  for  ever/'  Nay,  it  feems  to  be  a  truth 
as  clear  as  Scripture  and  expedience  can  make  any 
truth,  that  the  world  grows  worie  as  it  grows  old*- 
cr ;  confequently,  the  difficulty  of  working  out 
our  falvation  is  increafed  in  proportion,  and  frefh 
force  is  daily  added  to  the  apoftoUcal  argument ; 
^  Redeeming  the  time,  bccaufe  the  days  arc  evil.* 
And  thus  much  for  the  fifth  reafon  why  time  ought 
to  be  redeemed,  namely,  the  work  w'e  have  to  do^ 
and  the  difBculty  of  doing  it. 

The  laft  reafon  fhall  be  this,  becaufe  we  have  zU 
ready  loft  fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  time  allows 
cd  us  for  the  purpofe.  For  if  we  confider,  how. 
xnany  of  our  firfb  years  pafied  in  a  ftate  of  child^ 
hood ;  how  many  more  were  played  away  in  the 
heat  and  folly  of  youth ;  how  long  it  was  before  wisf 
fat  down  to  refled  upon  our  true  condition  in  this 
world,  upon  the  works  which  Chrift  had  done  for 
CIS,  and  thofe  which  he  had  enjoined  us  to  do^ 
through  his  grace,  foip  ourfclves ;  how  high  wc 
might  by  this  time  have  ftood  in  the  fcale  of  vir- 
tue, had  we  well  employed  the  numberlefs^  hours 
which  we  eertainly  might  have  well  employed,  and 
withall  how  low  we  xiow.ftantl,  by  having  negleft-* 
ed  fo  to  employ  them  ;  I  fay,  if  we  fcrioufly  confi- 
der thefe  things  (for  very  ferious  coniiderations 
they  arc)  we  (ball  think  it  but  reafonable  that  we 
endeavour  by  double  diligence  to  repair  former  nc* 
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flc^fa — reafinahle^  did  I  fay  ?  We  fhall  embrace  c^ 
▼cry  opportunity  with  joy,  and  on  our  bended 
knee$  adore  that  mercy,  fo  much  beyond  all  we 
could  hope  for,  which  has  made  it  poffible  for  vA 

,  by  any  means  to  redeem  the  time  we  have  loft.  For 
although  this  lofs,  through  a  ftrange  thoughtlefi^ 
nefs  and  blindnefs  of  mind,  generally  troubles  ai^ 
affliAs  us  leis  thanr  any  other,  yet  think  what  tri* 
bulation  and  anguifli  will  ieize  upon  us,  if  by  theft 
means  our  work  Oiould  be  found  unfinilhed  at  the 
day  of  death !  How  precious  wiU  the  hours  theA 
ieem,  that  have  formerly  been  thrown  away  on 
trifles  !  How  many  worlds  fhall  we  then  be  ready  to 
offer  for  one  of  them  ?  And  who  can  fey,  that  it 
will  be  granted  ?  Think  on  thofc  wretched  fpirits^ 
who  miflpent  their  time,  while  in  the  body,  and 
are  therefore  now  entered  upon  their  portion  of  c- 
verlafting  forrow.  "What  would  t^ey  give  for  .the 
opportunity  vouchfafed  us  of  being  reconciled  to^ 
God,  and  bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance? 
Could  any  of  them  be^  releafed  from*  their  prifon 
houfe,  and  fent  back  into- the  world  for  one  yeari 
in  how  holy  and  heavenly  a  manner  would  they 
ipend  it  ?  How  deeply  would  they  mourn  for  their 
fins!  How  fervently  would  they  pray  for  pardon  t 
How  earneftiy  would  they  exhort  others  to  do 
Kkewife  !  What  therefore  they  would  do,  to  be  de- 
livered from  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal  death,  let 
us  do,  to  avoid  falling  into  them*  I  fhall  clofe  this 
head,  with  that  amaaing  defcription,  given  us  by 
St  John  in  his  Revelation,  of  a  tranfaAion  which  Is 
one  day  t^  happen.  <<  I  £iw  another  mighty  angel 
come  down  from  heaven,  clothed  with  a  cloud,  and 

^  a  rainbow  was  upon  his  head^  and  his  face  was,  as 
it  were,  the  fun,  and  \m  feet  as  ptllars  of  fire 
And  he  fel  his  right  foot  in  the  fea^  and  his  left 
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foot  on  the  earth,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  ar 
when  a  lion  roareth,  and  when  he  had  cried,  fevcn*^ 
thunders  uttered  their  voices."     But  this  ^wonder- 
ful and  glorious  perfon  has  a  meffage  to  deliver  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  far  more  terrible  thaa 
liis  cry,  or  the  feven  thunders  that  followed    it. 
"  And  he  lift  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  iware  by 
him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  who  created  hea— 
ven  and  the  things  that  therein  are,  and  the  earth., 
and  the  things  that  therein  arc ;  and  the  fea  and 
the  things  that  arp  therein,  that  there  should- 
BE  TIME  NO  LONGER."    The  proper  inference  fure- 
ly  is  this ;  "  While  we  have  time,  let  us  do  good- 
ttnto  all  men." 

Thefe  then  are  the  reafons  why  time  fhould  be' 
redeemed  5  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  choice  and  preci- 
ous thing/in  the  world  ;•  becaufe  when  once  gone, 
it  never  returns;  becaufe  it  is  to  be  accounted  for f = 
becaufe  it  b  fo  mort  and  uncertain  ;  becaufe  of  the" 
work  we  have  to  do,  and  the  difficulty  of  doing  it;^ 
and  becaufe  we  have  already  loft  fo  large  a  proper-: 
tion  of  the  time  allowed  us  to  do  it  in. 

In  order  to  fhew  how  time  may  he  redeemed,, 
permit  me- to  lay  down  a  few  fhort  rules  for  the 
management  and  improvement  of  it. 

Fir  ft,  Obferve  a  method  in  the  difiribution  of  youfr 
time.     Every  hour  will  then  know  its  proper  em^ 
ployment,  and  no  time  will  be  loft.     Idlenels  wilt 
%z  fhut  out  at  every  avenue,  and  with  her  that  nu- 
merous body  of  vices,  that  make  up  her  train.  *; . 
This  method  muft  vary,  according  to  the  different 
(Ballings   and  circumftances  of  mankind.      Thejr 

whom 

*  It  may  be  added,  as  a  fupplement  to  this  nAt-^Haitt  al-wayt^ 
fitne  "work  in  handy  tvhich  may  he  going  on^  during  the  many  intervals, 
{for  many  there  •will  always  he)  hoth  of  lufinefs  apd  fleafure.    On 
thU  part  of  the  fubjedt  read  the  Ramblsr^  VoL  Hi.-  No  108.  and* 
conGdcr  well  the  inflance  of  Erasmus,  there  adduced.    Read^ 
iSkcwiie  SucTATOAj,  VoL  ii»  Ny.  23, 94*  aa4  Vol*  vr*  Mo*  ^{W 
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nr&om  God  hath  blefi*ed  with  plentiful  fortuD^9». 
ti^faich  fet  them  above  the  neceiEtjr  of  engaging  ih, 
any  profeilioni  are  happy  in  this  refpeft,  that  they 
have  more  command  of  their  time,  and  confequent- 
ly  may  give  a  larger  proportion  of  it  to  the  improve^ 
ment  of  their  minds  by  reading,  meditation,  and 
prayer,  as  well  as  to- the  employment  of  difcovering 
and  relievidg  the^wants^  of  their  poor  neighbours. 
They,  on  the  other  hand,  who-  muft  go  forth  to 
their  work  and  to  their  labour,  whether  of  mind 
or  body,  are  happy  in  this  refpedt,  that  a  great  part 
of  their  time  is  laid  out  for  them,  and  they  aire  pre« 
vented  from  wafting  it  in  idleaefs,  by  the  order  of 
Providence.  Be  it  their  care,  to  confecrate  theip 
labour  to  God,  by  regarding  it  as  a  penance  impo^^ 
fed  on  them  for  iin,  and  performing  it  in  a  fpirit  of 
contentment  and  reilgnation,  chearAilnefs  and  joy^ 
even  as  Chrift  performed  his,  looking  for  and  haft- 
kig  to  that  time,  when  they  fhall  etfter  into  the 
<promi&d  seft.  In  the  morning  let  the  mind  be 
ibafbned  with  devotion  and  heavenly  wifdom,  to  fit 
ijt  for  its  employment ;  and  in  the  evening,  to  pre« 
parejt  for  its  repofe.  Let  the  fabbaths  and  feiU^ 
Tals  of  the  church  be  In  no  fenfe  days  of  idlenefsT, 
much  lefs  of  vice  and  folly ;  but  given  to  the  works- 
q[  religion  and  charity  i  that  they  may  he  to  us, 
what  they  were  defigned  to  be  to  all,  minute  r^ 
prefentations  of  the  fabbath  that  remaineth  for  the 
people  of  God  *,  little  preludes  to  that  everlafting 
jubilee,  that  fhall  be  one  day  celebrated  in  the  hea- 
venly Canaan.  ~  Wo  be  to  that  maii>  who  waftes 
thefe  hallowed  portions  of  his  time  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  the  world,  and  the  lufts  of  the  fl^fh,.  do- 
ing nothing,  or  wx>rre  than  nothing :  ftfanger.to 
t^c  refurreftion  of  Jefus,  the  glories  of  the  faints^ 
^p4  tte  |o^^  Qf  beavcoi  hie  rejefts  the  pkdgcs  o^ 
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.his  eternal  inheritance,  and  throws  thofe  jewreU  in-^ 
Co  the  mire^  that  (hould  have  adprned  his  crown^ 
•of  righteoufnefs. 

Secondly,  Be  moderate  in  your  recreations.      Re- 
creations, we  all  know,  are  neceffary.     It  is  the 
Chriftian^s  concern  to  ,take  care  that  they  are  inno- 
cent ;  which  they  will  be,  if  they  give  rife  to  no 
evil  pallion,  fuch  a€  anger,  or  avarice,  too  general- 
ly attendants  upon  games  of  all  fopts ;  and  if  no 
more  time  be  f pent  in  them  than  is  neceflary  to 
unbend  the  mind,  and  fit  it  for  a  return  to  its, eai- 
ployment.     But  when  recreation  becomes  (as  of 
late  in  this  nation)  a  trade  and  a  profeffion,  and  is 
Hiade  a  means  of  putting  the  foul  upon  the  rack  of 
.contending  paffions,  it  no  longer  deferves  the  natne^ 
but  is  in  reality  a  drudgery  impofed  by  the  adver- 
,&ry  of  human  happinefs  upon  thofe>  who  will  not 
.give  their  time  to  the  fervice  of  their  Maker.     la 
one  word,  it  is  Egypt  and  the  tajk-^najiers  over  a- 
gain.     From  which  we  have  reafon  to  pray  that 
our  good  Lord  would  voi:kchiafe  to  deliver  us  all  \ 

Thirdly,  Cut  offy  as  mjuch  as  may  bey  unneceffafry 
Wifits.     Of  all  thieves,  they  are  the  worft,  who  rob 
.us  of  our  time,  becaufe  for  the  lofs  of  that  no  a- 
.jnends  can  ever  be  made  us**    And  there  are  in 
every  place  fome,  who,  being  idle  themfelves,,  dl> 
their  -bed  endeavours  to  make  others  (o ;  in  which 
work,  partly  through  a  difpofition  in  thofe  others , 
to  be  made  fp,  and  partly  through  a  falfe  fear  and 
fhame,  which  hinders  them  from  fraying  away  fuch' 
.birds  of  prey,  they  are  often  fufered  to  fucceed. 
An  affembly  of  fuch  perfons  can  be  compared  to 
nothing  but  ?i  Jlaughter-haufe^  where  the  precious 
hours,  and  ofrentinies  the  chara&crs  of  all  their 

friends 

•  On  t)it  Roblerj  of  Timt^  fee  a  moft  excellent  paper  lo,  Ui«.- 
l^jLXi^.  Vol.z.  Xioi,  14.. 
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friends  and  acquaintance,  are  butctered  without 
mercy.  And  perhaps  theref  are  few  maxims  that 
have  more  truth  in  thefti,  than  one  laid  down 
by  a  great  mafter  m  the  art  of  Hoiy  Living.  *<  No 
man  can  be  provident  of  his  Time^  who  is  not  pru- 
dent in  the  choice  of  his  Company.^* 

Laftly,  Examine^  every  evening,  how  you  havefpeni 
the  day.  For  how  can  that  man  know  the  ftate  of 
his  anairs,  who  keeps  no  account  ?  The  talk,  at 
firff,  will  bevirkfome,  and  the  adverfary  will  try 
every  way  to  make  you  ncgleft,  and  by  degrees 
drop  the  practice.  And  why  \  Becaufe  he  knows 
that  no  perfon,  who  continues  it,  will  long  remain 
under  his  power.  It  wiH  let  you  into  fome  fecrets, 
that  will  greatly  fhock  and  alarm  you.  But  you 
muft  know  your  foUieSj  how  elfe  can  you  reform 
them?  Whereas,  when  a  conftant  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  this  exercife  (the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages  of  which  ai;e  without  number  and  without 
end)  has  brought  you  acquainted  with  your  errors/ 
every  day  will  corrfeft  thofe*  of  the  preceding.  You 
will  find  that  God  has  given  you  time  enough  for 
every  good  purpofe,*  but  none  to  wafte.  You  will 
foon  know  the  true  value  of  time,  and  become  an 
adept  in  the  management  of  it. — ^And  of  this  be  af- 
iiired,  for- your  comfort  and  encouragement,  that 
the  time  rightly  employed,  be  it  when  it  may,  is 
with  God  "  an  acceptable  time ;?'  and  that  every 
day  well  fpent  is  to  yourfclves  **  a  day  of  falTa- 
tibn." 

*  This  feems  to  be  intimated  to  ns  in  that  <iucflton  of  our  Lord 
^— >**  Are  there  not  twelTC  hpurt  in  the  day  V\  John  xi,  9. 
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PATIENCE  POURTRAYE0. 


I  Tim,  vi.  \u 

Fol/ono  after  Patienci. 


A  MONG  all  the  graces  that  adorn  aChriftian  fouU 
like  fo  many  jewels  of  various  colours  and  luftreS)  a*' 
^ainft  the  day  of  her  efpoufals  to  the  Lamb  of  God) 
there  is  not  one  more  brilliant  than  this  of  patiences 
not  one  which  brings  more  glory  to  God,  or  cpntri- 
t)utes  fo  much  towards  making  and  keqping  peace 
oh  earthy  not  one.which  renders  a  man  more  hap- 
py within  himfelfi  more  agreeable  to  all  about  himj 
infomuch  that  even  they  who  themfelves  poffefs  it 
not,  yet  are  iure  to  commend  it  in  others.  They 
fet  their  feal  to  the  truth,  though  by  fo  doing  they 
condemn  their  own  praftice*  Patience  is  a  virtue^ 
common  to  us  with  God  \  it  is  the  charaftcriftic 
of  Chrift,  and  the  leading  precept  of  the  Gofpell 
it  IS  recommended  by  the  examples  of  all  the 
faints ;  rendered  neceffary  by  the  prefent  ftate  of 
man ;  and  fet  off  by  the  manifold  inconveiiiencie* 
of  its  contrary,  impatience,  as  well  as  its  own  i»* 
comparable  excellencies  and  advantages.  J5y  en* 
Urging  upon  thefe  particulars,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
recommend  this  cekftial  grace  to  your  efteemj  ana 
excite  you  to  the  attainment  of  fo  invaluable  ^ 

treafure*  «. 

In 
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'■  l.«Ift  the  firft  place,  Patience  is  a  virtue  common 
*0  us  with  God.     Longfuffering  is  his  darling  attri- 
bute ;  and  what  is  dear  in  his  fight,  ought  not  to 
he  lefs  precious  in  our*s.     And  how  marvellous  is 
his  patience,  who  daily  pours  his  bleilings  on  thofe 
men,  who  as  daily  oSend,  a^ront,  and  difhonour 
him  \  making  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  t\xt 
^ood,  fending  rain  on  the  unjuil  as  well  as  the  juft, 
and  not  excluding  the  worft  of  us  from  thofe  blef-, 
fings,  to  the  leaft  of  which  the  beft  of  las  have  no 
title !   For  the  benefit  of  the  guilty  as  well  as  the 
innocent,. of  the  impious  as  well  as  the  pious,  of 
the  ungrateful  as  well  as  the  grateful,  the  feafons 
take  their  rounds,  the  elements  work  together,  the 
light  and  air  exert  their  kindly  influences,  the  foun« 
tains  fend  forth  their  falutary  ftreams,  the  corn 
£elds  grow  yellow,  the^grapes  ripen  upon  the  vines, 
the  boughs  of  the  fruit  trees  bend  down,  the  groves 
are  clothed,  and  the  paftures  flourifh.  The  Gofpcl  is 
ItiU  preached  to  thofe  who  flight  it  \  fahration  is  ftill 
■held  forth  to  thofe  who  have  fo  often  daflied  it  from 
-them  \  Chrift  is  ftill  offered  to  thofe  who  have  blat 
j)hemed  him.  And  although  God  be  provoked  every 
•day,  yet  he  holds  his  hand,  and  waits  patiently,  till  the 
iaft  minute  of  man*$  trial  and  the  world's  duration 
he  paft.     Although  he  have  the  power  in  his  own 
hands,  and  the  weapons  of  his  indignation  are  all 
t-eady,  he  defers  to  ftrike,  if  perhaps  men  may  at 
length  be  led  by  his  long-fufferitig  to  repentance  ;. 
l>ecaufe  "  he  wills  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  but 
rather  that  he  fliould  be  converted,  and  live ;''  and 
wjiile  judgment  flceps,  mercy  calls  night  and  day 
to  dinners,  "  Why  will  ye  die  •,    Repent,  and  ye 
fliall  be  forgiven ;  turn  ye,  and  ye  (ball  live."    Yet 
God's  bleilings  are  abufed  to  the  purpafes  of  luxury 
«nd  lafciviouihefs  \  his  truth  is  denied-;  his  com- 
Voi.,  II.  N  mandmeuts 
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maBdments  are  broken ;  his  church  is  4>erfeciited  $ 
his  minifters  are  infulted ;  his  Sod  is  cmcified  afrefh; 
and  his  long-fufiering  is  made  an  argument  a- 
gainft  his  exUlence-^And  he  is  ftill  patient.  What 
b  man»  then,  that  he  (hould  complain  ? 

II.  The  patience  which  .we  fo  much  admire  in 
Godf  (hone  foArth  yet  more  amazingly  in  the  perfon 
of  his  Son  Jefos  Chrift.  For  was  eirer  patience  like 
that  patience,  which,  defcending  from  a  throne  of 
glory,  bore  a  long  impriionment  in  tiie  womb,  to 
fanAify  finners  ;  and  lay  in  a  fiable,  to  bring  them 
to  a  khigdom  ?  Behold  the  mafter  baptized  by  the 
fervant,  and  he  who  alone  could  give  remiffion  of 
fins,  fubmitting.to  be  waihed  in  the  laver  of  rege* 
Deration.  He  &fts  forty  days,  who  fiUeth  all  things 
living  witli  plenteoufnds,  and  who  is  himfelf  the 
Bread  of  lafe.  He  endures  the  temptations  of 
Satan,  and  anfwers  them  one  by  one  from  the  Scrip- 
tureS)  who  could  have  remanded  him  to  his  chains 
in  a  momenti  by  the  word  of  his  power.  With  his 
difciples  he  lived,  not  as  their  Lord,  but  the  fervant 
of  all.  How  tenderly  did  he  bear  with  all  their 
ignorances  and  infirmities,  leading  them  on  gently^ 
as  they  were  able  to  follow  him  1  And  that  they 
might  never  refufe  to  do  ofEces  of  kindnefs  for 
each  other,  he  wafhed  all  their  feet>  and  amongft 
them  thofe  of  Judas,  from  whom  he  meekly  recei~ 
Ted  the  kifs  that  betrayed  him.  How  patiently  did 
he  endure  the  contradiAion  of  finners,  and,  in  his 
difputes  with  the  Jews,  how  lovingly  did  he  try  ta 
perfuade  the  incredulous,  and  to  melt  by  kindnefs 
the  hearts  that  were  hardened  ?  How  quietly  did 
he  fubmit  to  the  infolence  of  the  proud,  and  give 
place  to  the  fiiry  of  the  wrathful,  ddfirous,  even  to 
his  laft  hour,  to  fave,  if  poffible,  thofe  murderers 
•of  the  prophets^  thofe  rebels  againft  their  God  f 

But 
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Bat  when  the  time  of  hb  paffion  came,  what  rail- 
ings ^n^  revjlings  were  patiently  heard  by  him, 
what  'mocker^  and  infult  patiently  fufFered ;  How 
was  he  wounded,  who  heals  every  difeafc  ?  How 
was  he  crowned  with  thorny  who  crowns  his  mar- 
tyrs with  unfading  garland^?  How  was  «  he  ftript 
naked,  who  clothes  the  field  with  flowers,  and  all 
the  worl^jhwith  robes,  and  the  whole  globe  with  the 
canopy^jp  heaven,  and  the  dead  with  immortality?" 
How  was  he  fed  with  gall  and  vinegar,  who  reaches 
out  to  his  people  the  fraitt  of  paradife,  and  the  cup 
of  falvatlon  ?  Innocent  and  righteoBs,  nay  inno- 
cence and  righteoufnefe  itfelf,  he  was  numbered 
with  the  tranfgreffors.  The  Truth  was  opprjcfled 
by  falfe  witnefies }  he  was  judged  who  is  to  jud^ 
the  world ;  the  Word  of  God  became  dumb  as  a 
hmb  before  his  fliearers.  And  when,  at  the  cru- 
cifixion, the  heavens  were  confounded,  and  the 
earth  trembled,  and  the  fun,  that  he  might  not  be 
forced  to  behold  the  villainy  of  the  Jews,  withdrew 
his  ihining,  and  left  the  world  in  darknefs,  ftiU  the 
blefied  Jefus  faid  nothing,  and  betrayed  no  emotion 
of  anger,  but  endured  .without  murmuring  all  that 
earth  and  hell  could  lay  upon  him,  till  he  had  put 
the  laft  ftroke  to  this  moft  finiihed  pidhirc  of  per* 
fcft  patience,  and  prayed  for  his  murderers ;  whotn^ 
he  has  been  ever  fince  and  is  no%v  ready  to  receive^ 
upon  their  repentance,  not  only  to  pardon,  but  to 
a  participation  of  the  glories  of  his  kingdom. 

III.  The  patience  thus  pradbifed  by  Chrift  i$  en- 
joined by  his  holy  Goipel,  being  indeed' the  badge 
of  that'Gofpel,  and  its  profeflbrs.  For  thus  iaitb 
the  blefled  Jcfus  to  all  his  difciples  5  *^  Ye  have- 
heard  that  it  hath  been  faid  by  them  of  old  time» 
thou  (halt  love  thy  neighbour;  and  hate  thine 
tnemy  i   but  1  fay  unto  you,  love  your  cnemiest. 

N  X  and 
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and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefully  tife  yott 
and  perfecute  you,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven^ who  maketh  his 
fim  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fend« 
eth  rain  on  the  jnfl  and  on  the  unjuft."  Is  the 
mind  tempted  ta  impatience  by  the  difappointment 
ef  its  delires,  and  the  lofs  of  worldly  goods  and 
enjoyments  ?  The  Scripture,  to  eradicate  the  temp- 
tation, is  full  of  precepts  enjoining  us  to  contemn 
the  world,  and  not  to  fct  our  hearts  upon  things 
that  pafs  away,  and  that  cannot  fatisfy  the  foul^ 
when  it  is  poileiled  of  them.  If  our  de fires  after 
tiiefe  perifliable  goods  are  immoderate,  our  impa«- 
tien<;e  at  the  lofs  of  them  will  be  always  in  propor- 
tion. And  then  how  fball  he  ever  fulfil  the  royal 
law  of  charity,  or  willingly  give  away  his  money> 
who  cannot  part  with  it  patiently,  when  God  in 
the  courfe  of  his  providence  is  pleaftd  to  refumc 
his  own  again  ?  The  worldly  man  is  always  impa* 
tient,  becaufe  he  prefers  his  body  to  his  foul :  the 
ChriAian  prefers  his  foul  to  his  body,  and  thereto- 
fore knows  bow  to  give  largely,  and  lofe  patientfyn 
Nay,  he  can  be  meek  and  reiigned  under  all  the 
injuries  which  malice  can  offer  to  his  perfon  •,  and 
to  him  who  fmites  him  on  the  one  cheek  can  pre- 
fent  the  other,  rejoicing  that  he  is  counted  worthy 
to  fuffcr  fomething  for  his  Saviour,  who  fufFcred  fo 
much  for  him ;  and  referring  the  decilion  of  his 
caufe  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  at  the  laft 
day.  For  what  are  we,  that  we  fhould  avenge  our- 
felves,  and  not  rather,  by  giving  place  unto  wrath, 
at  once  difappoint  the  nraiice  of  the  enemy,  and 
fecure  to  ourfelves  the  patronage  of  heaven  ? 

IV.  We  find  all  the  faints  of  God,  who  have 
been  eminent  for  their  Faith  in  Chrift,  to  have  been 
as  eminent  for  theijr  Patience,  withojit  which  their 

faitk 
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filth  muft  have  failed  in  the  day  of  trial ;  it  being, 
not  through  faith  alone,  but,  as  the  Apoftle  fays, 
«*  fhrough  faith  and  patience,'*  that  they  "  inherit* 
cd  the  promifes.**     Faith  begat  patience,   which,, 
like  a  dutiful  child,  proved  the  fiipport  of  its  pa- 
rent.    Abel,  the  firil  ion  of  Adam  celebrated  for- 
his  faith,  through  patience  continued  faithful  unto* 
death,  and  fo  received  the  cvown  of  life.^    Patience 
preferved  Noah's  faith  all  the  time  the  ark  was 
building,  and  while  it  floated  upon  the  waters,, 
utrhich  deftroycd  every  ^Jiing  elfe.     Through  pa- 
tience Abraham  endured  the  fevereft  trial  that  faiths 
was  ever  put  to,  and  offered  up  his  only  fon  j  who, 
through  the  f.ime  patience,  neither  lifted,  up  his* 
hand,   nor  opened  his  mouth  againft  his  father- 
Through  patience  Jacob,,  perfecuted  by  his  bro»^ 
ther,  quietly  departed  out  othis  own  country,  andi 
•  afterwards  pacified  him  with  gifts  and  prefents- 
Through  patience  Jofeph"  endured  and  forgave  the* 
iH  ufage  of  his  brethren,  and  fed  them  in  the  time* 
of  dearth.     Through  patience  Mofes,  fo  often  abu- 
fcd,  and  infulted,  and  only  not  'ftoned  by  a.ftiff- 
necked  people,,  ftill  intreated  the  Lord  for  them. 
Through  patience  David  would  not  flay  his  implac- 
able enemy  Saul,  when  he  had  him  in  his  power^ 
and  afterwards  revenged  his  death  by  executing  the 
perfon  who  flew  him.     Through  patience  Job  en- 
dured the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  the  utmoft  malice* 
of  the  tempter,  and  came  forth  as  choice  gold  from 
the  furnace  of  adverfity,  an  example  for  all  agei* 
and  generations  to  follow.     Through>  patience  St 
Paul  lived  a  life  of  inceflant  toil  and  trouble,  and 
'rcfl:ed  not  till  he  had  accomplifhed  the  miniflrji^ 
which  he  had  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  preach- 
ed the  Gofpel  to  the  heathen  world.    Through  pa«^ 
ticDcei.  ia  a  word^  the  glorious  company  of  the  a^ 
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poflles,  the  goodly  fellowfhip  of  the  prophets,  znd 
the  noble  army  of  martyrs  and  confeflbrs,  fought 
the  good  fight,  finifhed  their  courfc,  and  kept  the 
faith,  neither  allured  nor  terrified  from  their  duty^ 
but  triumphing,  upon  the  rack,  and  in  the  flames, 
oyer  the  world,  tlie  flefh,  and  the  devil,  and  going 
to  «*thc  kingdom,"  through  "  the  patience  of  Jefus 
Chrift." 

V.  The  prcfent  ftate  of  man  render*  the  prac* 
tiee  of  this  virtue  abfolutely  neceffary  for  him,  if 
he  would  enjoy  any  hap';inefs  here,  or  hereaftePi 
Could  we  indeed  live  in  the  world  without  fijffer- 
ing,  then  were  there  no  need  of  patience.      But 
thus  runs  the  univerfal  fentenee ;  **  Curfed  is  the 
aground  for  thy  fake.     In  fbrrow  (halt  thou  eat  of 
it  all  the  days  or  thy  life  :  thorns  alfo  andthilllei 
Ihall  it  bring  forth  to  thee.     In  the  fweat  of  thy 
face  Ihalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  to  the 
ground  out  of  which  thou  waft  taken."     By  this- 
fentence  ar^  we  all  bound,  as  by  a  chain  of  adamantj. 
and  every  man,  "  from  hhn  that  fitteth  upon  the 
thrcne,  to  him  that  lieth  in  the  dungeon,"  muft 
have  labour  and  forrow  for  his  portion,  till  he  de- 
part out  of  this  mortal  life.     And  to  this  fad  truth^ 
we  all  bear  teftimony,  as  foon  as  we  come  into  iti 
The  cries  of  the  new  bora  infant  teftify  that  it  is 
born  to  forrow.     Tribulaiion,  thus  neceflTarily  en«- 
tailed  upon  us,  admits  of  no  remedy  but  patience ; 
the  reafonablenefs  of  which  is  fipongly  enforced  by 
the  confideratioh,  that  c/zr  fufferings  are  the  punilh- 
ment  of  our  fins.     "  We  indeed  receive  the  due 
reward  of  our  deeds  i"  one  man  only  fufixsred,  who 
«  had   done  nx>thing  amif^."     In  Chriftiahs  it  is 
more  efpecially  requifite,   who,   bcfides  the  ordi- 
nary calamities  of  life,  have  the  devil  with  all  his 
wiles  to  refiftj  t]^  &cQx  with  all  its  deilres  to  mor- 
tify. 
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tify,  the  \rorld  with  all  its  temptations  and  terrors  to 
overcome.  The  devil  cannot  be  refift:d,  the  fleftk 
cannot  be  mortified,  the  world  cannot  be  overcome 
without  Patience  ^  by  which  alone  repentance  is 
perfe£^cd,  ftiith  is  fupportcd,  hope  is  prefcrvcd  a- 
live,  charity  i«  nouriihed,  and  ail  thofe  holy  temi^ 
pers  are  formed  in  us,  which  Ghrifl  in  his  fermoa 
on  the  mount  hath  pronounced  bleffed\  yea  and 
they  ever  fliall  be  bleffed.  We  therefore  furely 
have  of  aH  men  the  moft  need  of  patience,  that  af* 
ter  we  hare  thereby  done  and  fuffered  the  will  of 
God,  we  may  receive  the  pramifes :  for  the  pro- 
mifes  are  thefe— •**  He  that  endureth  to  the  end 
fhall  be  faved.  Be  thou  faithful  unto- death,  and 
1  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life/'  But  how  (hall  we 
endure  to  the  end  ?  how  fhall  we  be  faithful  unto 
death,  if  we  have  not  patience  f  as  the  wife  maa 
pathetically  exclaims ;  "  Wo  unto  you  that  hav« 
k)ft  Patience;  and  what  will  ye  ^Of  when  the  Lord 
Ihall  vifit  you  ?"*  Patience  is  the  only  armour  that 
IS  proof  againft  all  affaultSy  and  he  who  has  well 
buckled  it  on,  needeth  not  to  fear  any  temptation^ 
Money  cannot  tempt  him,  who  can  endure  pover*- 
ty :  honour  cannot  corrupt  him,  who  can  endure 
difgrace  :  pleafure  cannot  feducehim,  who  can  en- 
dure pain ;  in  (hort,  nothing  can  prevail  over  him> 
who  can  endure  all  things,  waiting  the  Lord's  time 
for  his  deliverance  and  reward.  Over  him  the  evil 
one  hath  no  power,  and  all*  the  comfort  to  be  had 
in  this  world  is  his.  It  is  vain  to  fay,  «<  Blefied  is 
tlie  man  that  hath  no  trouble ;"  for  there  is  no 
fuch  man,  nor  ever  was,  nor  ever  will  be ;  but  wc 
muft  fay,  "  Bleffed  is  the  man  who  beft  beareth 
that  portion  of  trouble,  which  fialleth  to  his  (hare.** 
VL  The  manifold  inconveniencies  of  impatience 
yrill  £bt  this  truth  off  to  gre^t  advantage.    As  p:^ 
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f ience  is  the  attribute  of  God,  impatience  had'  lt9'  i 

beginning  A  om  Satan.     "  Through  envy  of  the*  1 

devil  (faith  the  wife  man)  came  death  into  th<;- 
world."  And  whence  proceeds  envy,  but  frooi 
hnpatience  of  beholding  the  happinefs  of  another  T 
Impatience  and  malice  therefoire  had  one  father^ 
and  they  have  grown  together  in  his  children  ever 
fince.  An  impatient  deflre  of  the  forbidden  fruit, 
loft  paradiie,  which  patience  to  peri'evere  in  obe- 
dience  to  the  commandment,  had  prcferved  to  this 
day.  Impatient  at  beholding  iiis  brother's  facrifice* 
accepted,  and  his  own  rejeAed,  Cain  murdered  A- 
bel.     Unable,   through    impatience,,  to    bear  the 

-  uneafinefs  of   hunger,    Efau  ibid  his  birth  right. 
Through  impatience  the  patriarchs,    moved  with 
envy  at  the  love  which  Jacob  bare  to  Joftph,  and- 
the  prediftions  of  his  exaltation,  fold  their  brother 
into'Jlgypt.     Through    impatience  the  Ifraelites,. 
when  Mofes  was  gone  up  into  the  mount,  turned-. 
afide  to  idolatry.     Through  impatience  of  a  fuperi— 
or,    Korah,    Jbathan,  and  Abiram,    became  fthil^ 
snatics  and  rebels.     And,  to  mention. no  more  ex« 
amples,  through  impatience  of  found  doctrine,  and' 
wholcfome  reproof,  the  Jews  killed  the  prophets, 

^  and  crucified  the  Son  of  God.  In  a  word^  as  Pa-^ 
tience  is  the  foundation  of  all  good,  impatience  ir 
the  feed-plot  of  all  cvU,  which  may  not  improper- 
ly be  called  ««  impatience  of  good ;"  as  no  man  . 
commences  vicious,  but  for  want  of  patience  to;;- 
pcrfevere  in  virtue,  and  to  refift  teipptation.  And 
as  that  which  is  the  caufe  of  iin  pan  be  but  an  ill 
cure  for  forrow,  he  that  is  impatient  under  any 
load  which  it  pleafes  God  to  lay  upon  him,  only 
renders  it  heavier,  and  n^w  points  the  thorns  of 
the  Fall,  that  they  may  the  more  fenfibly  gall  and 
afiii A  hiou     All  fufierings  arc  infinitely  aggravated 
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by  impatience,  and  fome  owe  their  very  being  to 
it  \  infomuch  t'hat  a  peevilh  fretful  temper  will  be 
«  vexed,  even  as  a  thing  that  is  raw,"  by  every 
objedl  it  touches ;  it  will  moft  ingenioufly  contrive 
to  keep.itfelf  always  on  the  rack,  on  account  of 
trifling  incidents,  which,  in  a  mind  endued  with 
the  grace  of  patience,  could  not  have  produced  the 
lead  ihadow  of  uneaiinefs.  In  this  therefore,  as. 
in  other  cafes,  God  hath  annexed  a  bitffing  to  vir- 
tue, and  hath  maile  man's  real  happinefs  to  confif): 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

Laftly,  let  me  fet  before  you,  in  one  view,  the 
^comparable  excellencies  and  advantages  of  thi& 
lovely  gra^fe  of  Patience.  Patience  then  commends 
us  to  God,  «nd  keeps  us  his.  Patience  is  the 
guardian  of  faith,  the  prefervei^  of  peace,  the  che-. 
riflier  of  love,  the  teacher  of  humility :  Patience, 
governs  the  ikfh,  ftrengthens  the  fpirit,  fwectens 
Qic  temper,  ftifles  anger,  extinguiflies  envy,  fab-, 
dues  pride;  ihe  bridles  the  tongue,  refrains  the 
band,  tramples  upon  temptations,  endures  perfe-^ 
editions,  confummates  martyrdom :  Patience  pro- 
duces  unity  in  the  church,  loyalty  in  the  ftate,  har-« 
mony  in  families  and  focteties ;  fbe  comforts  the 
poor,  and  moderates  the  rich :  (he  makes  us  hum-^ 
•  ble  in  profpcrity,  cheerful  in  adyerdty,  unmoved 
by  calumny  and  reproach ;  ihe  teaches  us  to  for- 
give thofe  who  have  injured  us,  and  to  be  the  firft 
in  alking  forgive nels  of  thofe  whom  we  have  in- 
jured :  ihe  delights  the  faithful,  and  invitesthe  un- 
believing :  fhc  adorns  the  woman,  and  approves  the 
man  :  is  loved  in  a  child,  praifcd  in  a  young  man> 
admired  in  an  old  man :  flie  is  beautiful  in  eithei: 
{ex,  and  every  age.  Behold  her  appearance  and 
her  attire.  Her  countenrince  is  calm  and  ferene  as. 
the  face  of  heaven  unfpotted  by  the  fliadow  of  a 
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cloudy  and  no  wrinkle  of  grief  or  anger  is  (ecn  in 
her  forehead.  Her  eyes  arc  as  the  eyes  of  doves 
for  meeknefs,  and  on  her  eye- brows  fit  chearfulnefs 
and  joy.  Her  mouth  is  lovely  in  filence ;  her  conv- 
plexioB  and  colour  that  of  innocence  and  fecurity ; 
while,  like  the  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Sion,  fhc 
{hak.es  her  head  at  the  adverfary,  defpifing  and 
laughing  him  to  fcorn.  She  is^clothed  in  the  robes 
of  the  martyrs,  and  in  her  hand  (he  holds  a  (cep- 
tre  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  She  rides  not  in  the 
whirlwind  and  ftormy  tempeft  of  paflion,  but  her 
throne  i!>  the  bumble  and  contrite  heart,  and  her 
kingdom  is  the  kingdom  of  peace.* 

If,  therefore,  to  be  made  like  unto  God  ;  if  to 
be  confofQied  to  the  image  of  Chrift ;  if  to  follow 
the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel }  if  to  write  after  tha 
copies  of  faints  j  if  to  render  our  prefent  ftate  com- 
fortable, and  infure  our  final  redemption  from  fin 
and  for  row }  if  to  avoid  the  manifold  inconvenien- 
cies  of  impatience,  and  enjoy  the  incomparable  ex-^ 
cellencies  and  advantages  of  patience ;  if  thefe  are 
things  defirable ;  let  us  from  henceforth  give  our- 
iyves  to  the  purfult  of  this  divine  virtue}  let  us 
«  follow  after  Patience.**  And  for  this  purpofe^ 
let  us  adore  an^  imitate  the  long^fuffering  of  God;, 
let  us  contemplate  and  tranfcribe  into  our  pradlice 
the  patience  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  let  us  ftudy  and  fulfil 
the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel ;  let  us  look  at  and  emu- 
late the  e:^amples  of  the  faints ;  let  us  confider  and 
alleviate  the  for  rows  of  our  pilgrimage ;  let  us  per- 
ceive and  avoid  the  horrible  confequcnces  of  impa- 
tience ;  let  us  court  till  we  obtain  the  heavenly 
grace  of  patience,  with  her  dowry  of  benefits  and 

bleflings 

•  The  portrait  here  prefentcd  to  tfcc  reader  is  copied  from- 
TiaiULLiAN'a  noble  treatife  on  the  fuhje^l,  to  which  we  ow€L 
that  of  Cy  r t IAN.     I  hU  Difcourif  i&  an  abdraO  ol  both« 
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bleffings  conferred  on  her  by  Jefus  Chrift,  into 
whofe  patience  the  Lord  direct  your  hearts,  until 
fhe  have  her  perfect  work  in  the  falvation  of  your 
fouls,  through  the  fame  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord|  to 
whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be 
afcribed,  as  is  moft  due,  in  all  churches  of  the  faints, 
blefiing,  and  honour  and  glory,  and  power,  now 
and  evermore*    Amen.  ^ 


• 
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Acts  xvii.  31. 

He  hath  appointed  a  day  in  nvhich  he  will  judge  thi 
world  in  righteoi^nefs^  by  ihat  man  whom  he  hath 
ordained.  ' 

X  HE  di{lm£tion  between  good  and  evil  hath  been 
from  the  beginning  the  great  end  of  the  law  of  hca* 
Ven,  at  fundry  times  and  in  divers  manners  promuU 
gated  to  the  Tons  of  men.    From  this  celeftial  foun^ 
tain  particular  fyftems  of  human  laws  have  been 
drawn  forth,  and  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  dif- 
ferent ages  and  countries,  by  wife  and  good  men  ( 
they  have  been  ena<Sted  by  the  authority  of  kings 
with  the  advice  of  fenates,  and  carried  into  execu*- 
tion  by  faithful  and  diligent  magiftrates,  "  to  the 
punifhment  of  wickednefs  and  vice,   and  to  the 
maintenance  of  true  religion  and  virtue."    The  ad- 
vantages of  thefe  inftitutions,  and  the  praife  and 
honour  which  are  due  from  all  mankind  to  thofe 
who  employ  the  treafures  of  learning,  and  exert 
the  powers  of  eloquence,  for  the  public  good,  muft 
be  evident  to  every  oiie,  who  thinks  but  a  moment, 
upon  the  fubjeft.     The  excellent  Hooker  clofes  a 
furvey  of  Law,   in  all  its  different  departments, 
with  the  following  encomium,  conceived  and  ex^- 
preflcd  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf.     "  Of  law 
.  there  can  be  no  lefs  acknowledged^  than  that  hei^ 

ieat 
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Teat  is  the  bofom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony 
of  the  world.  All  things  in  hejiven  and  earth  do* 
her  homage,  the  very  leaft  as  feeling  her  care,  and 
the  greated  as  not  exempt  from  her  power.  Both 
angels,  and  men,  and  creatures  of  what  conditipn 
foever,  though  each  in  different  fort  and  manner, 
yet  all  with  uniform  confent,  admiring  her  as  the 
mother  of  their  peace  and  joy." 

But  true  and  juft  altogether  as  this  charaAer  of 
law  in  general  moft  certainly  is,  yet  it  muft  be  con- 
ferred, that  the  penal  fanftions  of  human  laws  will 
not  always  come  up  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  nor 
will  the  medicine  reach  the  diforder,  in  a  multitude 
of  inftances.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  civil  magif^ 
trate  to  chaftife  many  public  enormities,  to  regulate 
in  fome  meafure  the  external  deportment  of  men^. 
and  to  preferve  the  frame  of  focicty  from  fuffering 
thofc  convulfions  which  muft  otherwife  bring  on  a 
fpeedy  diflblution.  But  when  prudence  hath  enaft- 
cd  all  her  ftatutcs;  and  intrufted  vigilance  with  the 
execution  of  them,  men  will  ftHl  continue  to  *'  put 
evil  for  good,  and  good  for  evil."  Monfters  of  i- 
niquity  will  creep  from  their  dens  to  infeft  and  an- 
noy the  public,  although  they  cannot  be  dragged 
from  thence,  to  fufter  as  they  dcferve.  Much 
wickednefs  muft  remain  unpunifhed,  and  great  mi- 
fery  muft  go  unrelieved.  Avarice  and  ambition 
will  conceive  and  bring  forth  crimes,  of  which- no 
earthly  tribunal  can  take  cognizance.  Some  fins 
will,  be  too  common,  and  fome  finners  too  power-* 
ful,  to  be  aoicnadverted  upon  in  this  world.  The 
prosperous  villain  will  often  die  unmolefted  in  his 
bed,  and  bequeath  the  fruits  of  his  oppreffion  to 
his  heir  j  while  injured  innocence  (hall  defcend  be- 
fore him  with  forrow  to  the  grave,  and  quickly 
pafs  away  out  of  remembrance.    The  cries  of  or- 
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phans  will  ftill  afcend  to  heaven ;  the  tears  will  ftill 
run  down  the  widow's  cheek ;  and  the  poor  man 
will  frecjuently  find  no  helper  upon  earth.  This 
the  foyal  preacher  and  judge  of  Ifrael  faw,  who  was 
fo  renowned  through  all  the  world  for  his  wifdom 
and  juftice;  he  faw  and  mourned  the  impoflibnity 
of  preventing  it.  *<  I  confidered,  fays  he,  all  the 
opprefHons  that  are  done  under  the  fun ;  and  be- 
held the  tears  of  fuch  as  were  opprefled,  and  they 
had  no  comforter ;  and  on  the  fide  of  their  oppreA 
fofs  there  was  power,  but  th^y  had  no  comforter."* 
The  conclufion  which  king  Solomon  drew  from 
what  lie  faw  of  this  kind  under  the  fun,  muft  be  a- 
dopted  by  us  likewife.  "  I  faid  in  mine  heart,  God 
ihall  judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked."f  1  he 
interefts  of  virtue  and  juftice  require  that  many 
caufes  fhould  be  heard,  which  cannot  be  brought 
to  a  trial  here  below^  and  therefore  the  day  will 
furely  come,  when  God  fhall  eredt  a  tribunal  uni- 
verfal  and  fcrutinizing  as  the  light  of  heaven ; 
where  all  thofe  offences,  which  the  bcft  of  magif- 
trates  taken  from  among  men  are  neceflitated  to 
fuffer^and  overlook,  fhall  be  enquired  into  by  hin> 
felf.  And  when  we  behold  this  auguft  aflembly, 
CUT  thoughts  are  naturally  carried  on  to  that  great 
and  awful  procefs,  the  confideration  of  which  will 
furnifh  the  beft  rules  for  the  conduft  of  all  who 
are  concerned  in  thefe  earthly  judicatories ;  from 
whence  there  lieth  an  appeal  to  the  judgement- feat 
of  ^Chrift.  There  every  caufe  muft  be  re-heard, 
and  finally  determined,  until  virtue  and  vice  fhall 
be  diftinguifhed  by  the  voice  of  God  adjudging  them 
to  feparate  habitations  for  evermore.  **  He  hath  ap- 
pointed a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in 
jighteoufnefs,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained." 

The 
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The  words  direft  us  to  employ  our  meditations 
on  the  appointment  of  a  day  for  judgment ;  the 
perfon  and  appearance  of  the  judge;  and  the 
judgment  it  felt.  ) 

Man  may  abufc  his  liberty,  and  tranfgrefs  the 
law  of  the  great  King ;  but  the  punilhment  will 
follow  and  overtake  the  offence,  though  not  imme- 
diately 'f  nor  can  we  deduce  any  inference  from  its 
being  deferred,  but  that  God  is  merciful^  and  that 
the  finner  fliould  repent.     The  day  of  vengeance 
was  fixed  from  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  .but 
it  was  likewife  then  determined,  that  another  day 
fhould  precede  it,  commenfurate  to  the  duration 
of  this  prefent  fyftem,  which  may  be  called  the 
day  of  man,  when  the  earth  is  given  into  his  hands, 
and  he  executes  his  will  upon  it.     Now  he  may 
<*  rejoice^  and  let  his  heart  chear  him  j"  he  may 
'•  walk  in  the  ways  of  his  heart,  and  in  the  fight 
of  his  eyes  •,"  he  may  4evote  his  youth  to  pleafurc, 
facrifice  his  manhood  to  ambition,  and  wear  out 
his  old  age  in  avarice.     iTe  may  corrupt  the  inno- 
cent for  the  indulgence  of  the  firft,    depopulate 
kingdoms  fpr  the  gratification  of  the  fecond,  and 
impoverifh  thoufands  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  the 
laft.     But  let  him  knovv,  that  "  for  all  thefe  things 
God  will  bring  him  into  judgment,"  in  that  day, 
which  the  Scriptures  therefore  ftile  his  day,  "  the 
day  of  God,"  or  «  the  day  of  the  Lord."     Then 
God  iliall  fpeak,  and  man  muft  hear;  then- the 
viol*  and  the  harp  fliall  no  longer  lull  the  effemi- 
nate in  fenfuality,  nor  the  trumpet  any  more  roufe 
the  warrior  to  the  battle ;  and  then,  the  thoufands 
of  gold  and  filvtr  Ihall  have  loft  all  their  charms 
in  the  eyes  of  the  mifer.     In  that  day,  the  merry 
hearted  Ihall  figh,  Ihame  fhall  be  the  portion  of 
pride,  and  covetoufncfs  fliall  inherit  eternal  pover- 

O  z  ty. 
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ty.     Of  thefc  two  days,  the  day  of  man,  and  the 
day  of  God^  which  give  fo  very  different  an  afpeft 
to  th'e  world  and  all  that  is  therein,  the  facred  hif- 
tory  boldeth  forth  to  us  many  fignificant   and  in- 
ihruAive  reprefentations  in  the  divine  proceedings 
with  regard  to  particular  perfons,  cities,  and  king- 
doms.    Thefe  anfwer  the  fame  end  with   the  fo- 
lemn  fcene  now  before  our  eyes,  being  intended  as 
preludes,  or  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  as  rehearfals  of  the 
judgment  to  be  finally  executed  upon  the  world  of 
the  ,ungodly.     Thus,  when  the  divine  long-  fufFer- 
ing  waited  in  the  time  of  Noah ;  when  the  wicked 
•vexed  the  foul  of  righteous  Lot  in  Sodom ;  when 
Pharaoh  oppreffed  the  church  in  Egypt ;  when  the 
ten  tribes,  revolting  from  the  fervice  of  God,  and. 
the  houfe  of  David,  became  and  continued  fch if-- 
xnatics,    rebels,   and    idolaters ;    when    Zedekiah 
threw  the  prophet  Jeremiah  into  the  dungeon,  for 
declaring  the  will  of  heaven ;  and  when  the  Jews 
crucified  Chrift^  and  perfecuted  his  apoilles,  for 
the  fame  reafon ;  then  was  it,  refpeftively  in  each 
cafe,  the  day  of  man.     But  it  was  the  day  of  God, 
when  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken 
up,  and  the  antediluvian  generations  fwept  away 
from  the  face. of  the  earth  J  when  the  windows  of 
heaven  were  opened,   to  rain  fire  and  brimftone 
4ipon  the  cities  of  the  plain  -,   when   Ifrael   faw 
the  Egyptians  dead   upon  the   fea  fhore;    when 
Salmanazar  led  Ephraim  away  into  Affyria;  whea 
Nebuchadnezzar  carried  Judah  captive  to  Babylon; 
and  when  the  Roman  armies  overthrew  Jerufalem, 
and  fet  fire  to  the  gates  of  Zion.     But  the  united 
terrors  of  all  thefe  partial  vifitations  will  enable  us 
to  form  only  a  faint  idea  of  that  great  and  terrible 
day,  when  God  "  fhall  judge  the  world  in  right- 
eoufnefs,  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained." 

Let 
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Let  us  coniider  the  perfon  and  appearance  of  him 
who  Ihall  then  <;ome  to  be  our  judge. 

The  text  chara<^erizes  him  by  the  words,  "  that 
man  whom  he  (Go'd)  hath  ordained."    The  human 
nature  of  our  Lord,  ever  intimately  and  indiffolubly 
united  to  the  divine,  being,  after  his  refurreftion^ 
taken  up  to  heaven,  was  thereupon  in  form,  amidft 
the'  acclamations  of  angels  and  beatified  fpirits,  in-* 
veifted  with  the  glory  and  dominion  of  the  God- 
head, to  be  from  thenceforth  difplayed  and  exerci* 
fed  in  the  government  of  his  church ;  until  th6  fi* 
nal  aft  of  judgment  ihall  clofe  the  amazing  fcene, 
and  put  a  period  to  the  mediatorial  kingdom;  which^ 
when  the  Son,  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  Ihall  have  de- 
livered up  to  the  Father,  then  God,  or  the  bleiTed 
Trinity,  Ihall  be  all  in  all,  reigning  and  ruling  to 
eternity,  as  was  the  cafe  from  etirnity,  previous  to 
the  intervention  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem;     In  the 
mean  time,  as  the  light  which  fills  the  circumfe- 
rence of  heaven,  penetrating  to  the  utmoft  bounds 
of  creation,  and  giving  life  and  motion  to  all  things 
that  live  and  move,  proceedeth  forth  from  its  cen- 
tral throne  in  the  body  of  the  fun  ;  fo  the  riches^ 
and  the  wifdom,  and  the  providence,  and  thepow* 
er,  and  the  majefty  of  the  Deity,  are  difpenfed  to* 
mankind,  through  the  glorified  humanity  of  the 
holy  Jefus  ;  to  whom  every  creature  in  heaven  and 
earthMs  therefore  taught  to  afcribe  bleflSlng,  and 
honour,   and   glor^,    and   power.     Thus  hath  it 
been  done  unto  the  man  whom  God  deligKteth  tO' 
honour.     And  for  this  reafon  it  k  faid,  that  <'  the 
Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all 
judgment  to  the  Son;"    in   exaft  conformity  to- 
what  bt  Paul  afferteth  in  the  text,  that  <f  God  (hall 
judge  the  world"  in  the  perfon  of  his  Son  Chrift 
Jefus i  <*h^  fliall  judge, the  WQrl4  by  that  raan^ 
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whom,**  having  united  to  himfelf,  «  he  hath  ordain- 
ed'* and  conftituted  head  over  all  things,  for  thai 
purpofe. 

And  by  ivhom  fhould  God  judge  mankind,  but 
by  that  man  by  whom  he  firft  redeemed  them  ? 
<«  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to  him- 
felf; and  God  in  Chrift  wiU  reward  every  man  ac- 
cording to  his  works."  He  who  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervant;  was  crowned  king  of  gioryj  and 
crowned  for  that  r?afon,  «  Bccaufe  he  humbled 
liimielf^  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs ;  therefore  God  highly  ex- 
alted him^  and  gave  him  a  name  which  is  above 
every  name  ;'*  therefore  by  himfelf  he  hath*fworn, 
that  to  him,  when  fitting  on  the  throne  of  judge- 
ment, *«  every  knee  fhall  bow,  and  every  tongue 
confefs,  that. the  man  Chrift  Jefus  is  Lord,,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father..'* 

And  can  there  then  be  a  tongue,  which  doth 
not  exult  in  the  confeilion  of  the  glorious  and  fa- 
lutary  truth  i  For  furely  had  heaven  indulged  us 
in  the  option  of  our  judge,  where  could  all  our 
viihes- have  centred,  but  in  a  man  like  ourfelves^ 
our  near  kinfpaan,  our  brother,  as  concerning  the 
fiefh;  one  who  bore  our  fins,  and  carried  our 
forrows  $  one  in  all  things  tempted  like  as  we  are^ 
and  jtherefore  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmi- 
ties ?  In  whofc  hands  fliould  we  rather  defirc  to» 
fee  the  law,  than  in  his,  who,  having  himfelf  ful- 
filled it  for  us,  beftows  on  repentance  what  was  on- 
ly due  tQ  innocence  ?  Whom  can  we  behold  with 
fo  much  comfort'  on  the  judgment-feat,  as  the 
the  perfon  who  once  flood  at  the  bar,  and  fufiered 
the  execution  of  an  unjuft  fentence,  that  we  might 
efcape  the  execution  of  a  juft  one  ?  And  fince  we' 

IBLU&  needs  be  tried  by  unerring,  wifdom^  impartial 
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juftice,  and  boundlefs  power,  what  a  reviving  con- 
£deratian  is  it,  that  they  are  under  the  direftion  of 
infinite  and  tenderefl  mercy  ?  Abufed  and  infuhed 
mercy  indeed  will  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  no- 
wrath  can  be  fo  terrible  as  that  of  the  Lamb :  but 
the  humble  penitent^  believing  in  Jefus  as  a  Savi* 
our,  and  obeying  him  as  a  Mafler,  fhall  behold 
with  joy  the  golden  fceptre  reached  forth>  in  the 
day  of  his  appearance  as  a  judge. 

The  iigns  which  are  to  precede  that  appeararice, 
and  like  fo  many  lieralds  to  prepare  the  way  for  it^' 
ihall  be  eminently  calculated  for  the  purpoie. 
Strange  and  portentous  pha^nomena  fliall  caufe  a 
fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  while  every  part 
of  the  creation  fhall  difcover  horrible  fymptoms  of 
its  approaching  diflfolution.  The  heavens,  thofe 
mofl  beautiful  and  glorious  of  the  works  of  God, 
ihall  fhrink  at  the  profpeit  of  the  fire  in  which  they 
are  to  melt ;  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens,  which, 
fuflain  the  world,  fhall  be  fliaken,  as  the  leaves  of 
the  woo^  are  fhaken  by  a  mighty  wind.  The  fun^ 
that  marvellous  inflrument,  that  fountain  of  lights 
that  heart  of  the*  fyfliem,  whence  are  the  ifllies  of 
life,  and  health,  and  joy,  fhall  fuddenly  ceafe  from 
ihiningy  and  by  that  means  depriving  the  moon  of 
her  borrowed  brightncfs,  fliall  leave  the  aftonlfhed 
inhabitants  of  the  world  in  darknefs  and  the  fha- 
dow  of  death.  The  itars,  quitting  their  flations 
and  courfes,  and  falling  in  wild  diforder  on  each 
other,  fhall  increafe  the  horrors  of  the  night  fpread 
over  the  world,  an  image  of  tlie  darknefs  foon  to 
to  receive  the  wicked  for  ever.  The  fea  mean- 
while will  rife  into  vafb  mountains,  and  roll  itfelf 
upon  the  fhore^  with  the  moft  tremendous  and  ter- 
rifying noife.  All  thefe  things  fhall  come  upoa 
the  earthy  at  a  time  when  it  is  filled  with  wars  and 
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rumours  of  wars ;  when  there  fhall  be  fore  diftrefs^ 
of  nations,  vifited  with  all  the  judgments  of  God, 
and  become  the  fcourges  and  deilroyers  of  each 
other;  when  divine  truth,  like  the  fun,  Ihall  be 
obfcured  ^  when  the  church,  as  well  as  the  moon^. 
fhall  be  turned  into  blood,  through  the  abundance 
of  perlecutions ;  and  when  they,  who,  for  the 
brightnefs  of  their  doftrines  and  the  purity  of  their 
lives,  (hone  as  the  ftars,  through  the  prevalence  of 
iniquity  and  temptation,  (hall  fall  away  from  their 
integrity,  minding  earthly  things,  and  worldly  in- 
terefts.  Confternation  and  perplexity  unutterable 
fhall  feize  and  diftraft  the  hearts  of  men  fiainting 
for  fear,  and  for  expectation  of  the  changes  about 
to  happen. 

And  now,  the  voice  of  that  trumpet,  which  was 
once  heard  from  the  top  of  Sinai,  fhall  again  be 
heard  from  heaven  ;  and  the  judge  of  all  the  earth 
■     fliall  make  his  entry  with  power  and  great  glory, 
having  in  his  retinue  an  innumerable  company  o£ 
angels,  and  the  fp'^rits  of  the  righteous.     Thus  at- 
tended, he  fhall  defcend  towards  us,  riding  upo» 
the  clouds  of  heaven,    and  take  his  feat  on  the 
throne  prepaired  for  him.     There  he  fhall  be  fcen^ 
in  the  form  and  fafhion  of  a  man,  exceeding  glori- 
ous, clothed  with  the  robes  of  majefly  and  honour, 
from  whence  we  may  fuppofe  him  opening  his  com- 
roiflion^  in  ihofe  words  of  his  own ;  "  AH  power 
is  given  unto  me,  in  heaven  and  in  earth.     The 
Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all 
judgment  unto  the  Son."     The  apoflles  are  pla- 
ced around  him ;  the  court  is  fet ;  amd  all  things 
are  prepared  for  him  to  *•  judge  the  world  in  righ-- 
teoufnefs."     The  nature  and  manner  of  this  judge- 
mtnt  call  for  our  flri^Uft  attention^ 

Let 
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•  Let  us  therefore  transfer  our  thoughts  from  a 
temporary  tribunal  to  the  throne  of  eternal  judgc- 
inent.  And  here  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  as  the 
whole  world  is  become  guilty  before  God,  fo  we 
muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift. 
Not  only  they  who  fhall  be  found  alive  at  his  co- 
ming, but  they  alfo  who  fhall  have  been  detained 
by  death  in  the  prifons  dI  earth  and  fea.  For  at 
the  found  of  the  laft  trumpet,  the  prifon  doors  fhall 
be  opened,  and  all  that  are  within  fhall  come  forth 
to  judgment.  «  I  faw  the  dead,"  faith  the  well 
beloved  John,  "  I  faw  the  dead,  both  fmall  and 
great,  ftand  before  God."  All  the  fenates  that 
ever  were  convened,  and  all  the  afTemblies  that 
ever  met  upon  bufinefs  or  pleafure;  all  the  armie^" 
that  were  ever  condufted  into  the  jSeld,  and  all  the 
generals  who  conduced  them  •,  all  the  kings  and, 
princes  who  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre,  and  all  the  mul- 
titude of  the  nations  that  were  ever  in  fubjedlion 
to  them ;  in  a  word,  all  the  men  and  women  that 
fhall  have  lived,  from  the  firft-  pair  to  their  laft 
born  fon  and  daughter,  are  to  appear  together,  and 
to  take  their  refpeftive  trials;^  at  the  day  of  the 
great  aflize.  High  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  learn- 
ed and  unlearned,  will  then  be  diflinguifhed  only 
by  their  virtues  and  their  vices ;  fo  that  the  whole 
world  fhall  perceive  and  acknowledge,  that  "  God 
is  no  refpefter  of  perfons."  The  injured  virgin^ 
the  afSid^ed  widow,  and  the  opprefTed  orphan,  fliall 
then  fee  thofe,  face  to  face,  who  have  fpoiled  them 
of  their  innocence,  their  reputation,  or  their  fub- 
flance.  There  men  fhall  meet  all  thofe  who  have 
feduced  them,  or  whom  they  have  feduced,  into 
the  ways  of  fin ;  and  all  thofe  who  have  direfted 
and  encouraged  them,  or  whom  they  have  direfted 
and  encouraged,  to  proceed  in  the  paths  of  righte-. 

ouihefs* 


i65  THE  GREAT  ASSIZE. 

oufnefs.  From  the  former  they  fliall  turn  away, 
with  fliame  and  fear;  the  latter  they  fhall  behold 
with  joy  and  rejoicing.  There  fliey  (hall  view  the 
wifdom  of  religion  in  the  perfons  of  the  righteous, 
and  wonder  why  they  did  not  fee  it  before,  and 
give  themfelves  up  to  the  ftudy  of  it ;  there  they 
fliall  clearly  behold  the  folly  of  irreligion  in  the 
perfons  of  the  wicked,  an^  be  aftoniftied  at  their 
infenfibility  in  following  fo  hard  after  it.  Amidft 
all  this  unimaginable  multitude,  there  fhall  not  be 
one  idle  and  unconcerned  fpedtator ;  not  one  that 
fliall  have  leifure  to  trouble  him felf  with  the  affairs 
of  his  neighbour.  Every  man  will  have  a  caufe  to 
be  heard,  and  how  will  he*~be  ftraighterted,  until  it 
be  determined  ? 

The  prifoners,  thus  brought  to  the  bar,  are  to 
be  judged  concerning  the  counfels  of  their  hearts, 
the  words  of  their  lips,  and  the  works  of  their 
hands,  which  will  be  found  regiftered  againft  them 
in  the  volumes'  of  their  confciences.  Thefe  volumes 
indeed  are  often  clofed  during  the  prefent  life,  by 
the|hands  of  negligence  and  forgetfulnefs.  But  at 
the  laft  day  they  fliall'  be  unfolded  to  all  the  world. 
Thefe,  perhaps,  are  the  books,  which,  as  Daniel 
and  St  John  inform  us,  fliall  be  opened  before  the' 
throne  of  Chrift,  that  men  may  be  judged  out  of 
tliofe  things  which  are  written  therein.  The  dufl: 
fliall  be  wiped  away  from  thefe  important  writings  ; 
each  obliterated  character  IbaU  be  renewed  and  re- 
fl:ored  J  and  a  Mght  fliining  from  above  fhall  make 
them  legible  to  every  eye.  There  is  nothing  now 
hidden,  which  fhall  not  then  be  known;  nothing 
fpoken  or  done  in  the  fecret  chambers,  which  fliall 
not  be  proclaimed  in  public.  Confcience  fliall  then 
do  the  work  perfetHily,  which,  through  our  own 
faults,  it  doth  at  prefent  imperfedtly ;  and  we  fliall 

know, 
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know,  as  we  are  known ;  we  {hall  know  ourfelves^ 
as  God  knoweth  us.'  But  l^elides  this,  the  great 
Accufer  (hall  ftand  forth  at  the  lail  day  in  his  pro- 
I  per  charader,  and  aggravate  with  all  his  malice  the 
iins,  to  the  commiflion  of  which  he  tempted  the 
ungodly.  "  Thefe  wretches/'  may  he  fay  to  the 
judge,  "  my  power  never  created,  nor  my  provi- 
dence fuftained ;  I  never  was  incarnate,  nor  did  I 
ever  hang  three  hours  upon  the  crofs  for  them ;  J 
gave  them  no  grace,  and  promifed  them  no  glory. 
Yet,  by  their  own  choice,  they  have  forfaken  thecj 
who  didft  all  this  for  them,  and  voluntarily  yielded 
themfelves  fervants  to  me.  Mine  therefore  they 
are,  and  with  me  ihall  be  their  portion."  They 
who  have  beheld  the  countenance  of  a  malefaftor^ 
when  fuddenly  confronted  by  an  accomplice  appear- 
ing as  an  evidence  againfl  him,  may  form  fome  idea 
of  that  confulion  which  fhall  overwhelm  the  finner, 
when  confcience,  awaking  out  of  fleep,  fhall  wit- 
ncfs  his  iniquity  to  his  face ;  when  the  very  thoughts 
of  his  heart  ihall  be  made  manifeft,  and  the  tempter 
fhall  be  his  accufer. 

Nor  fhall  the  faithful  efcape  the  malice  of  him 
who  is  filled  the  Accufer  of  the  brethren;  but  he 
ihall  accufe  them  alfo  before  their  God ;  alledging 
again {^  them  the  follies  of  their  youth,  and  the  in- 
firmities of  their  old  age;  their  fruitlefs  repentances, 
and  frequent  relapfes ;  their  excefles  in  the  ,pka- 
fures  of  fenfe,  and  their  deficiencies  in  the  duties  of 
religion  5  the  wanderings  of  their  prayers,  and  the 
coldnefs  of  their  charity.  And  alas,  if  God  fhould 
be  extreme  to  mark  what  is  done  amifs,  who  could 
fiand  ?  But  for  thofe  who  believe,  upon  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gofpcl,  who  lay  hold  on  the  benefits  of 
that  aft  of  grace,  and  come  in  upon  the  eafy  terms  of 
^e  iChriftian  covefaant,  for  them  thjere  jls  n«g«*^»j«^, 
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an  advocate  ready  to  appear,  even  the  Spirit,  which 
now  <*  makcth  interceffion  for  them,"  and  (hall  do 
the  fame  at  the  laft  day ;  againft  the  allegations  of 
Satan,  pleading  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
the  promifed  pardon  made  effcftual  by  grace ;  what 
he  wrought y^r  his  people,  and  what  he  wrought  in 
them ;  the  groans  and  the  tears  of  the  penitent, 
the  faftings  and  the  watchings,  the  prayers  and  the 
alms  of  the  faithful;  the  wcaknefs  and  imperfec- 
tion of  which  fhall  be  forgiven,  and  they  fhall  be 
accepted,  not  for  their  own  fake,  but  for  the  fake 
^of  the  beloved ;  through  whofe  blood  all  fhall  be 
faved,  who  depart  in  the  faith  and  fear  of  Godj, 
notwithftanding  their  lapfes  through  infirmity,  in 
the  days  of  their  fleOi.  Thefc  therefore,  go  to  the 
portion  on  the  right  hand,  becaufe  the  Lord  their 
God  doth  anfwer  for  them.  They  ihall  hear  the 
joyful  found  of  pardon  and  peace  :  the  angels  who 
miniftered  to  them,  and  often  rejoiced  at  their  re- 
pentance, Ihall  place  them  in  everlafting  habitations 
of  pleafure  and  glory  ^  while  the  wicked,  forfaken 
by  their  guardians,  and  condemned  by  the  righteous 
judgment  of  their  God,  are  configncd  over  to  the 
executioners  of  eternal  vengeance. 

A  confideration  of  thefe  important  truths  fug- 
gefteth  the  beft  rules  for  the  conduft  of  thofe  who 
are  concerned  in  human  judicatories. 

Mindful  therefore  of  "  that  man  by  whom  God 
fli^ll  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,"  he  who  fit- 
teth  on  the  feat  of  judgment,  as  the  reprefentative 
of  an  earthly  fovereign,  will  confider  himfelf  like- 
wife  as  his  minifter^  «  by  whom  kings  reign,  and 
princes  decree  judgment,''  and  at  whofe  bar  kings 
and  princes,  with  all  in  authority  under  them,  niuft 
one  day  appear.  At  prefent,  **  God  ftandeth  in 
the  congregation  of  princes,"  obferving  the  manner 
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th  which  they  exercife  the  power  delegated  to  themj 
but  hereafter  he  fhall  J!t  as  a  Judge  even  of  them^ 
\/&'ho,  by  reafon  of  that  delegated  power,  are  ftiled  ' 

Gods.  The  care  then  of  the  magiftrate,  when  he 
goeth  up  to  the  judgment-feat,  will  be,  to  put  oir 
tighteoufnefs  as  a  glorious  and  beautiful  robe ;  and 
to  render  his  tribunal  a  fit  emblem  of  that  eternal 
throne,  of  which  juftice  and  judgment  are  the  hit« 
bitation, 

'  Mindful  of  thofe  holy  and  exalted  perfonages, 
who  fhall  fit  with  their  Lord,  upon  twelve  thrones, 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  they  to  whom 
the  laws  of  their  country  commit  th6  lives  and  pro« 
perties  of  their  fellow  fubje&s,  will  not  fuffer  them- 
ielves  to  be  biafled  by  any  worldly  confiderations. 
They  will  neither  be  intimidated  by  the  frowns  of 
the  mighty,  nor  fedaced  by  the  promifes  of  the 
^ulent,  to  depart  one  ftep  from  the  difinterefted 
nprightnefs  and  integrity,  which  characterize  the 
apoftks  of  the  Son  of  God. 
.  Mindful  of  that  true  and  faithful  witnefs  which 
every  man  carries  in  his  bofom,  which  no  gift  can 
blind,  no  power  can  filence,  or  prevent  its  appear^ 
ingt  to  teilify  concerning  his  thoughts,  his  words, 
and  bis  anions,  at  the  iaft  day,  they  who  are  called 
upon  to  give  evidcDc6|  will  do  it  with  fimplicity 
and  fincerity  5  neither  palliating  the  crimes  of  the 
guilty,  nor  aggravating  the  calamities  of  the  wrctch- 
'  cd  ;.  but  fo  fpeaking  <<  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,"  as  their  confciences^^ 
will  hereafter  infallibly  do,  and  as  they  expe£t»help 
from  the  God  of  their  falvation,  in  that  dreadful 
hour.  r  .       " 

Mindful  of  that  bleifed  and  gracious  Spirit,  who 
how  <«  make  thinterceflion  for  us  with  unuttco-able 
groanings,''  and  who  iball  plead  our  caufe  at  the  ' 
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judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  the  advocate  will  rejoice  m 
the  godlike  taik  of  patronizing  the  injured  and  op- 
prefTed }  of  contributing,  by  his  fkiil  and  induflxy, 
towards  the  elucidation  of  truth>  the  detcAion  of 
-villany,  and  the  vindication  of  innocence.  But  he 
will  never  employ  his  learning  for  the  cftabliftuneot 
of  falfehood,  nor  difplay  his  eloquence  in  favour  of 
injuflice. 

Mindful  of  their  happy  lot,  whom  mercy  fhall 
receive  to  glory,  and  of  their  fad  eftate,  whom  juf- 
tice  fhall  hurry  away  to  torments,  we  (hall  all  pro* 
^ide  againft  that  day,  which  is  to  determine  our 
fate  for  everlafting  ages.  Should  a  door  of  hope 
be  opened  to  thoie  unhappy  wi:etches  who  are  now 
referved  in  chains,  to  be  brought  forth  to  judgment, 
before  an  earthly  judge,  how  eagerly  would  they 
prefs  into  it  ?  Could  forrow  for  their  paft  offences, 
and  unfeigned  refolutions  of  amendment,  procure 
j^he  royal  pardon,  reftore  them  to  a  ftate  of  proba- 
tion, and  enable  them  to  lay  hold  on  life,  ho^ 
thankful  would  they  be  for  the  offer,  how  readily 
would  they  clofe  with  the  propofal  ?  This  favour  is 
gracioufly  vouchfafed  to  us.  For  <«  behold,  now 
is  the  accepted  time ;  behold,  now  is  the  diay  of 
falvation.  The  judge  ftandeth  before  the  door," 
but  his  entrance  is  not  yet.  The  evangelical  aft  of  . 
grace  continueth  in  full  force,  and  all^  are  invited 
to  partake  of  the  benefits  of  it ;  that^  fo,  having 
repented,  and  believed  the  Gofpel,  having  kept  the 
faith  in  a  pure  confcience,  and  kept  it  unto  the  end, 
they  may  obtain  their  pardon  under  the  feal  of  the 
living  God,  and  receive  the  promifed  reward,  in 
the  day  of  eternal  recompence.  For  "  there  is  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flefli,  but  after  the  fpirit.'* 
While  therefore  we  blefs  God,  who  preferveth  to 

us 
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us  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  our  land,  let  the 
prefeht  iblemnity,  by  reminding  us  of  the  trial  we 
likewife  muft  undergo,  be  made  profitable  in  things 
pertaining  not  only  to  this  life,  but  alfo  to  that 
which  is  to  come ;  that  {o^  when  we  ihall  all  me^t 
again,  alter  our  reparation  by  the  chances  of  life>. 
and  the  ftroke  of  death,  we  may  remember  that  we 
met  on  this  day ;  and  remember  with  gleafure^  that^ 
we  met  not  in  vain. 


DISCOURSE  Xlt 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 


Rom.  xiiL  4. 
He  is  tht  mimfier  of  God  to  thee  fir  good^ 

AT  IS  impoffible  for  any  one  to  confider,  with  at«- 
tentioni  th^  harmony  in  which  all  the  parts  of  the* 
natAral  world  confpire  to  a£l  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole,  without  feeling  an  ardent  defire  to  learn^. 
by  whom  and  in  what  manner  they  were  firft  fra^ 
ined  and  compacted  together ;  how  the  agents  were- 
ibited  to  the  patients,  and  the  caufes  proportioned 
to  the  efieAs ;  fo  that  the  former  have  ever  iince- 
operated  invariably  in  the  produAion  of  the  lattery 
and  the  refiilt  hath  been  an  uniform  obedience^ 
fo  the  laws  originally  impofcd  upon  inanimate 
matter. 

A  diligent  furvey  of  the  bleflings,  for  which  th«L 
iporal  world  is  indebted  to  civil  polity^  and  the 
due  execution  of  ifcs  edi<5s,  muft  needs  excite  a  cu-i. 
rioiity  equally  earneft,  and  equally  laudable,  to  eri-- 
quire  into  the  origin  of  fo  ufeful  and  necefl&ry  an 
inAitution ,  to  know,  at  what  time,  and  under 
whofe  direftion,  %  machine  was  conftrufted,  capa-«. 
ble  by  a  variety  of  well  adjufted  fprings  and  ipovc- 
ipents,  of  controuling  the  irregularities  of  depraved 
nature,  and  of  enfuring  to  us  amidft  the  reftlefs. 
and  contradiftory  pafllons  and  affeftions  of  finfuU 
aaen,  a  quiet  poffefEon  of  our  lives  and  properties. 

A. 
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A" «  ftatc   of  nature**   hath  been  fuf^fed  by 
winters  of  enoincQce'upon  this  fubjed);,  «« when  mcit 
Ifvedin  a  wUd  and  diforderly  manner;  and  though 
they  had  a  principle  of  reftraint  from  religion^  and 
a  kind  of  general  law,  that  exa^ed  puniQiment  of 
evil  doers,  yet,  as  the  adminiftration  of  this  la^ 
was  in  common  hands,  and  they  had  no  one  arbi- 
ter, or  judge,  with  authority  over  the  reft,  to  put" 
this  law,  with  any  regularity,    in  execution ;    fo,  . 
from  the  excefs  of  felf-lovc,  many  mutual  violences  * 
and  wrongs  would  enfue,  which  would  put  men 
upon  forming  themfelves  into  civil  focieties,  under 
fome  common  arbiter,  for  remedy  of  this  difor- 
der" — And  it  hath  been,  accordingly,  concluded^ 
that  <<  the  civil  magiftrate  was  called  in  as  an  ally- 
to  religion,  to  turn  the.  balance,  which  had  too* 
much  inclined  to  the  fide  of  that  inordinate  felf*- 
love." 

In  the  "  Wild  arid  diforderly  ftate"  here  fuppo*-- 
Rd,  when  mankind  were  mere  favages,  it  is  not- 
cafy  to  conceive,  how  they  had  ol>tained  '*  a  prin- 
ciple of  reftraint  from  religion,'*  or  "  a  kind  of  ge- 
neral law,  that  exa^ed  puniihment  oiF  evil  doers.**^' 
And  it  id  no  lefs  difficult  to  imagine,  what  benefit^ 
could  accrue  to  them  from  either ;  iince,  as  the  re- 
ligion had  no  prieft^  to  teach  and  enforce  it,  the* 
law  had  no  magiftrate,  to  promulgate,  and  to  exe-- 
dtte  it.     **  The  adminiftration  of  this  law  was  in^ 
common  hands"  that  is,  in  the  hands  of  every  man^« 
who  had  his  own  law^   canon  as  well  as  ftatute^. 
fiitted  to  his  prefent  occafton,  convenience  or  ca- 
price.    And  what  was  this,  but  to  be  truly  and 
properly  deftitute  both  of  law  and  religion  ?. 

As  this  independent  ftate  of  nature  was  a  ftate  ofi' 
perfect  liberty ;  and  as  they,  who  had  the  bappi- 
Mb  to  live  under  fo  pure  and  prijooitive  a  diipeniai»^ 
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tion,  were  doubtk-fs,  too  ftnfibie  of  their  happU- 
nefs,  to  exchange  it  readily  for  government,  nlways 
liable  to  degenerate  into  tyranny  and  opprelfion,  it 
is  obvious  to  think,  that  when  the  project  for 
"  calling  in  the  civilraagiftrate  as  an  ally  to  religion" 
was  firii  propofed  it  would  not  fail  to  onect  with  a 
very  vigorous  oppofition."  "  An  inordinate  felf* 
love,"  we  find,  was  in  poiTeflion  :  and  no  pofftiTor 
is  with  more  difficulty  ejcitcd.  Of  the  privilege 
enjoyed  by  every  man,  todo  without  controul  what 
was  "  right  in  his  own  eyes,"  every  man  would  be 
exceedingly  tenacious  i  and  no  one  who  thought 
himfelfj  by  his  fuperior  Tirength  of  body,  or  intel- 
lect, better  entitled  to  an  ox,  or  an  afs,  than  his 
neighbour,  could  be  prefcntly  made  to  fee  the  pro- 
priety of  his  fuftering,  for"  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, 

"  The  free  confent  of  every  individual,  we  are 
toki,  is  neccflary  to  be  obtained  for  the  iiiflituiion 
of  civil  government."  But-  upon  what  plain  Ihall 
the  univerfal  aiTembly  be  covencd  ^  Or  who,  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  hath  authority  to  convene  it  ?  Hovn 
fhall  the  proceedings  of  this  tumultuary,  congrefs  of 
.  independents  be  regulated,  or  the  votes  of  its  mem? 
bcra  be  colieiled  ?■  And  when  WiU  all  agree  to  inveft 
fome  with. a  power  of  inflitling  pains  and  penalties, 
which  others  cannot  but  be  fenfible  they  lliall  ioon 
incur  1 

It  is  by  no  means  reafonable  to  imagine,  that 
each  perfon  would  confent  from  thenceforth  to  be 
determined  by  a  m:ijotity  of.thcwholebody,  which 
might  chance,  upon  (jueftions  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance, to  exceed  the  minority,  only  by  a  Gngle  vote. 
And  that  oae  half  of  the  fociety  Oiould  thus  do- 
mineer over  the  other  half,  it  would  be  deemed 
an  infringement  on  liberty ;  to  which  iDen>  hora 
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ft^eand  equals  might,  with  great  apearance^  of  rea<^ 
fon,  fcruple  to  fubjeft  themfelves. 

It  IS  indeed  fometimes  aflerted,  that  5*  no  maij 
can  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  abfolute  will  of  another :" 
in  which  cak,  he  certainly,  cannot  fubmit  himielf 
to  any  govcrnmet  whatfoevcr ;  fincc  the  legijlature, 
in  every  government,  is  abfolute,  having  a  power 
to  repeal  or  difpenfe  with  its  own  laws^  upon  oc- 
caiionsy  of  which  itfelf  is  judge. 
.  The  reafon  affigned  for  the  above  aflertion^ 
«  that  no  man  can  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  abfolute 
will  of  another/'  is  thii,  th'#'  "  no  man  can  give 
that,  of  which  himfelf  is  not  poflefled,  namely  the 
power  over  his  own  life.'^  But  how  then  came 
any  government  to  be  in  veiled  with  a  power  of  life 
and  death  ?  And  what  would  a  government  avails 
which  was  not  inverted  with  that  power  ?  If  laws, 
inflicting  capital  puniflaments^are  frequently  bro- 
ken, in.  what  a  Ibte  would  the  world  be,  if  there 
were  no  fuch  laws  ?  Here,  then,  is  a  dig f jus  vindics 
/icz/wj" ;.  and  therefore,  Deiis  interfit  I  For,  without 
the  interpolition  of  fome  pqwer  fuperior  to  human, 
a  fyfVem  of,  civil  polity,  calculated  to  aniwer,  ia 
any  degree,  the  end  of  its  infticution*,  can  neither 
be  framed,  nor  fupported. 

.  And  the  truth  is,  when  we  xeflc£l;,a  little  farther 
upon  the  fubje^t,  we  cannot  but  perceive  our  ap- 
prehenfions  greatly  (hocked  at  the  fuppofitlon,  that 
the  wife  and  good  Creator,  who  formed  mankind 
for  fociety  in  this  world,  and  deiigned  to  train  them, 
by  a  performance  of  its  duties,  for  a  moire  noble  afld 
exalted  fcUowfhip  with  angels  in  the  world  to  come> 
ihould  place  them,  at  the  beginning,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  wild  and  difocderiy  ftate  of  indepen- 
dence, to  roam  in  fields  and  forerts,  like  the  brutes 
ttxat  periib^  and  to  fearch  for  law  and  government^ 

•    '  where 
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where  they  were  not  to  be  found ;  that  he  (hould^ 
give  them  no  rules,  by  whom,  or  how  they  Should 
be  guided  and  direAed,  but  leave  them  to  chufe  for 
themfelves,  that  is,  to  difpute  and  fight,  and,  in 
the  end,  to  be  governed  by  the  ftrongeft.     One 
cannot  think  of  multitudes  in  fuch  a  ilate  of  equa- 
lity, with  fierce  and  favage  tempers  and  difp>ofitions, 
jM^epared  to  contend  for  fuperiority,  but  it  brings- 
to  mind  that  army,  which,  according  to  a  pagan 
fiAion,  from  the  teeth  of  fcrpents  fovm  in  the  earth, 
fprang  up  together,  ready  armefl  for  battle,  and^ 
deftroyed  each  other. 

But  arc  thefe  things  fo  ?  Did  God  indeed,  at  the 
beginning,  bring  into  being,  at  the  fame  time,  a- 
number  of  human  creatures,  independant  of  each> 
other,  and  turn  them  uninftrudted  into  the  woods, 
to  fettle  a  civil  polity  by  compaft  among  them- 
ftlves  ?  We  know  he  did  not*     He  who  "  work- 
eth  all  things  according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own* 
will,"  or  that  law  which  his  wifdom  prefcribes  to  • 
his  power ;  he  who  appointed  a  regular  fubordina- 
tion  among  the  celeftial  hierarchies  5  he  who  **  made ' 
a  law  for  the  rain,  and  gave  his  decree  to  the  lea, 
that  the  waters  fhould  not  pafs  his  commandment;" 
he  who  is  the  God  of  peace  and  order,  provided 
for  the  eftablifhment  and   continuation   of  thefe 
blefiings  among  mankind,  hy  ordaining,  firfi:  in  the 
cafe  of  Adam,  and  then  again  in  that  of  Noah,  that 
the  human  race  fhould  fpring  from  one  common' 
parent. 

Unlefs,  therefore,  fome  other  origination  06 
mankind  be  difcovercd,  all  equality  and  indepen- 
dence are  at  an  end.  The  ftate  of  nature  was  a. 
ftatc  of  fubordination ;  fince,  from  the  beginning, 
fome  were  born  fubjefts  to  others ;  and.  the  power 
«f  the  father  J  by  whatever  name  it  be  cailed^  mu& 
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have  b^en  fupreme  at  the  firft,  when  there  was 
none  fuperior  to  it,  "  To  fathers  within  their  pri^ 
▼ate  families,"  faith  the  judicious  Hooker,  <*- na- 
ture hath  given  a  fupreme  power  ^  for  which  caufe 
we  fee  throughout  the  worlJ,  even  from  the  foun- 
dation thereof,  all  n^n  have  ever  been  taken  as 
lords  and  lawful  kings,  in  their  own  houfes."  And 
had  children  the  power  to  cbufe  foe  themfelves^ 
what  could  they,  wifii  for,  beyond  the  care  and  pror 
tection  of  a  parent  ? 

-  The  creation  of  one  pair,  the  inftitution  of  mar« 
riage,  and  the  pelations  flowing  from  it,  do  fo  evi-^ 
dently  ihew^  fubordination,  at  the  beginning,  to 
bave^been  natural,  and  not  founded  on  compa£k 
between  pee|^,  that  two^of  the  aUeft  advocates  for 
a  different  hypothefis  have,  in  fa£t,  reduced  the 
fiippofed  compact  at  laft  to  a  probable  or  tacit  con* 
fent  of  the  children  to  be  governed  by  thoir  father* 
So  that  we  may  fairly  look  upon  this  point  to  be 
given  tip.  Let  us,  therefore,  go  on  to  tracer  a9 
well  as  we  can,  the^  progrefs  of  ibciety  in  the  earl j 
ages  of  the  world ;  to  point  out  the  manner  ii| 
which-  a  number  pf  families  became  united  undec 
one  civil  polity,  and  governments  arofe,  differing 
from  each  other,  no  Wfs  in  form,  than  in  extent. 

As  mankind  multiplied,  they  neceflarily  found 
themfelves  obliged  tO/feparate  and  difperfe  j  which 
they  did  accordingly,  under  their  natural  rulers, 
the  chiefs  of  families  and  tribes,,  who,  by  reaion  o£ 
their  longevity,  faw  themfelves,  in  a  courfe  of 
years,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  train  of  defccn-r 
dants  and  dependents.  By  thefe  means  the  earth 
became  gradually  filled  with  little  governments;  and 
as  there  was  land  fufficient  for  them  all,  in  this 
ftate  they  continued,  till  through  the  workings  of 
Qorrupted  nature,  difputes  were  engendered,  which. 
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terminating  m  war,  victory  at  laft  declared  for  one 
of  the  parties,  and  the  other  was  obliged  to  fubmit* 
Thus  the  larger  governments  arofe  by  conqucft, 
firft  fvrallowed  up  the  lejjjhr  into  themfelves,  and 
then  contended  with,  and  overthrew  each  other; 

In  the  tenth  chapter  of  Genefis,  we  have  an^ 
account  of  the  famUie$,  tribes,  or  lefi&r  govern^ 
tnents,  with  which  the  earth  was  overfpread  bj 
the  progeny  of  the  fons  of  Noah.  And  in  the 
fame  chapter  we  read,  that^  very  foon  after,  by 
means  of  Nimrod,  a  mighty  ofte,  a  warrior,  a  con- 
"queror,  the  kingdom,  or  larger  government  of  Bar- 
bel began  to  rear  its  head,  which,  in  procefs  of 
time,  under  different  names^  became  univerfal;  till 
grown  too  great  to  fuppcMrt  its  own  weight,  it  was 
fubverted  by  the  Perfian,  as  the  Perfian  was  by  the 
Grecian,  and  the  Grecian  by  the  {loman,  out  of 
which  laft  were  formed  the  empires,  kingdoms^ 
Und  ftates,  at  this  day  fubfifting. 

Thus  it  was,  that  the  lefier  governments  were, 
from  the  beginning,  founded  in  ihtpairta  pctejlasy, 
and  «  multiplied  as  long  as  there  was  room  enough^ 
or  they  could  agree  together;  till  upon- difienfions 
fifing,  the  ftronger,  or  more  fortunate,  fwallow- 
ed  up  the  weaker:  and  thofe  great  ones,  agaiit 
breaking  in  pieces,  diflblved  into  lefier  dominions."* 
Power  dropped  from  the  hands  of  one,  but  was 
always  feized  by  another,  before  it  could  defcend 
to  the  people,  who  indeed  often  changed  their  go« 
vernors,  but  were  never  left  to  rove  at  large,  with- 
out any  government  at  all.  Compaft  had  no  place, 
nnlefs  either  when  the  lefler  ftates  united,  as  the 
Greeks  did  under  Agamemnon,  againft  a  common 
enemy,  which  was  only  for  a  time ;  or  elfe,  when, 
feveral  ftates  united,  to  go  and  feck  frefli'fettle- 

Qients,, 
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^ments,  they  chofe  a  head,  with  referve  of  privi- 
leges to  the  leaders  under  him.     As  to  thofe  ille- 
gitimat<^  forms  of  government  called  ariftocralic^ 
and  democratic^  they  are  comparatively,    of  late 
ftandingt  and  were  indeed  founded  on  compact, 
though  generally  among  peers  in  rebellion,  who 
having  broken  off  from  their  allegiance  to  their  na.^ 
tural  rulers,  and  thrown  the  public  into  convul* 
iions,  and  being  determined  to  admit  no  con^moa 
fopcrior,  were  obliged,   by  the  ncccflity  of  their 
circumfhinces,  to  fettle  themfelves  by  compad,  into 
a  government,  in  which  a  certain  mock  equality  of 
all  was  pretended,  but  a  conjun^  tyranny  of  a  few 
was  exercifed.     Orators,  haranguing  upon  liberty, 
to  get  themfelves  a  name  among  the  populace^ 
have  extolkd  thefe  forms,  as  the  moft  accompIUh* 
ed  apd  genuine  of  all.     But  if  we  confider,  as  an 
acute  writer  dire£b  us  to  do,  th^  ^  the  utmoft 
energy  of  the  nervous  ftyle  of  Thucydides,  and  the 
great  copioufnefs  and  expreilion  of  the  Greek  lan« 
^age  feem  to  fink  under  the  hiftorian,  when  he 
attempts  to  defcribe  the  difbrders,  wjhich  arofe 
from  faction,  throughout  all  the  Grecian  common- 
wealths }"  that  <*  Appian's  hiftory  of  the  Roman 
civil  wars  contams  the  moil  frightful  pidlure  of 
mafTacres,  profdriptions,  an4^  forfeitures,  thdt  eva: 
was  prefented  to  the  world  j'*'*  if,  at  the  fame  time, 
we  recoiled  the  confuiion  and  defolation  once  oc* 
cafioned  in  our  own  country,   by  the  projeS  of 
erefting  a  government  upon  the  plan  of  thofe  fa- 
mous democracies,  we  fhall  find  no  temptation  to 
exchange  a  regular  and  well  conftituted  monarchy 
for  a  RE-PUBLIC,   efpecially  as  we  muft  be  firft 
throwji  into  that  imaginary  political  chaos,  fajfely 
C{(Ued  a  ftate  of  nature,  before  the  fair  creation 

can 
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can  emerge.  Like  the  Ifraclites  of  old,  we  muft 
break  oft' all  that  is  precious  and  valuable,  and  caft 
it  into  the  fire,  that  fi-om  thence  may  come  out 
this  boafted  idol,  at  the  fret  of  which  kings  and 
kingdoms  are  to  fall  down,  and  worfhip. 

But  if  the  foregoing  be  a  true  reprefentation  of 
fafts,  it  may  be  aJked,  How  came  men  into  that 
favagc  Aate,  in  which  many  nations  have  been, 
and  arc  at  prefent,  and  which,  if  it  be  not  a  ftate 
of  nature,  yet  doth  much  refemble  that  which  is 
defrribed  as  fuch,  and  perhaps  gave  birth  to  the 
ideas  that  have  been  entertained  concerning  it,  and 
the  political  fyftems  erefted  upon  the  fuppoiition 
of  it. 

In  o?der  fatisfafVorily  to  anfwer  this  (jueftion, 
it  muft  he  remembered,  that  after  rhe  confulion 
at  Babel,  and  the  apoftacy  of  the  nations  from  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God  to  idolatry,  the  world  was 
gradually  peopled  by  colonies  fent  forth  from  places 
overftockcd.  Thefe  colonies  would  confift  of  a 
mixture  of  people,  often  the  meaneft  and  loweft, 
iometimes  driven  out  by  conqueringenemies,  def- 
titute  of  neceiTaries,  to  feek  for  fettiements  in  dif- 
tant  quarters  of  the  globe.  If  they  fixed  in  a  cold- 
er latiiude,  which  rendered  the  want  of  clothes 
and  a  variety  of  well  prepared  food  more  fenfibly 
felt,  and  in  a  place  conveniently  fituated  for  traf- 
fic, they  woald  employ  all  the  underftanding,  of 
which  they  were  maflcrs,  to  contrive  things  Iirft 
for  ufe,  and  afterwards  for  elegance  and  ornament. 
But  as  this  was  a  work  of  ages ;  as  fome  imperfect 
notices  of  their  ruder  times  would  be  handed  down 
to  their  more  polite  ones;  as  they  had  no  writing 
to  record  events;  there  muft  needs  be  a  wide  chafm 
ii  their  hiftory,  between  the  defertioh  of  their  old 
fettiements,  and  the  completion  of  their  new  ones. 
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$o  that  1«[hen,  in  ,their  civilized  and  poltflied  (bte^ 
they  caine,  at  iheir  idfure,  to  look  backy^and  guefs 
at  their  owq  rife  and  progrefsi  they  would  be  loft 
ia  the  darknefs  of  thofe  timesy  which  preceded  theit 
prefent  improvements.  They  would  then  imagine 
a  ftate  of  naturep  in  which  all  were  favageS)  and  att 
were  equal ;  they  woul^  fancy  themfelves  to  havo 
been  Avr»x^^h  judgt  of  other  nations  by  their  own^ 
make  the  fyftem  univerfal,  and  fuppofe  all  govern** 
wacnt  to  have  been  founded  on  compaft  amcuig 
peers,  in  that  <<  wild  and  diforderly  ftate."  Aa 
liieir  lawsr,  though  of  hte  date,  were  the  firft  writtem 
accounts  of  their  civilization,  they  would  conclude 
that,  till  then,  there  had  been  no  law,  or  civil  polity 
io  the  world';  thqugh,  in  every  country,  there  is  2t 
jus  fcriptum^  and  a  jus  non  fcriptum^  of  which  the 
latter  is  always  the  oldeft,  being  coeval  with  the 
t^onftitution,  or  even  prior  to  it,  having  fometimes 
been  brought  from  the  place  whence  the  colony 
came,  and  perhaps  delivered  down  from  the  begins 
tei£ig% 

.  In  circumftances  like  thefe,  we  arc  not  to  be  far- 
prtfed,  if  we  find  the  hiftorians,  philofophers,  and 
poets,  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans^  believing^ 
civil  gov^crnment  to  have  arifen  at  firft  by  an  agree- 
ment among  independent  lavages,  as  fome  of  them 
ifnagined,  that  the  world  itfeif  was  formed  by  a  for- 
tuitous concourfe  of  independent  atoms,  Boating 
up  and  down  in  an  infinite  void.  In  conftrudting 
thefe  vifionary  fyftems,  political  and  phylical,  they 
difplayed  their  ingenuity,  and  we  can  only  lament 
their  want  t)f  information  with  regard  to  what  had 
kappcncd  in  former,  ages;  of  which  they  had  na^ 
means. of  obtaining  u^ore  than  was  t^erived  to  then*' 
by  an  imperfect  disjointed  tradition^  difguifed  in  the 
drefs jof  fable,  and  deftitute  of  any  authority  to  re- 
-  Vol.  IL  Q^  commend 
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commend  and  gain  it  credit.  They  ereAed  the  beft 
fabric  they  could  with  the  materials  in  their  hands, 
and  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  expeA  brick  from 
artificers,  to  whom  firaw  was  not  given.  But  in 
tis  who  have  the  Scripture  faiftcn'y  before  us,  it 
would  be  fomethiug  worfe  than  unreafonable,  to 
overlook  the  information  with  which  that  fupplies 
us,  and  have  recourfe  to  romantic  fchemes,  which 
,owed  their  being  to  the  want  of  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  us  foppofe  a  colony,  upon 
its  migration,  to  have  fettled  itfelf  in  a  warmer  cli« 
mate,  where  men  would  find  little  or  no  occafion 
for  clothes,  houfes,  or  the  preparation  of  food  by 
fire ;  and  where  they  were  cut  oflTfrom  all  commu- 
nication with  the  reft  of  the  world.  In  this  fitua^ 
tion,  they  would  not  concern  themfelves  about  the 
conveniencies,  much  lefs  the  elegancies  of  life. 
Naked,  or  nearly  fo,  living  upon  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  and  fuch  other  {^ovifiOn  as  the  chafe,  or  the 
jaet  would  procure,  and  ftrangers,  for  want  of  com- 
merce, to  arts  and  learning,  they  muft  continue  in 
tbe  deepeft  intellectual  poverty,  retaining  only  fome 
of  thofe  fuperfiitious  cuftoms,  and  diabolical  rites, 
derived  from  their  idolatrous  anceftors,  and  im- 
ported with  them.  And  thus  degenerating,  as  they 
muft  of  necefiity  do,  every  day  more  and  more,  th^ 
would  come  at  laft  into  that  deplorable  ftate  of  igno* 
ranee  and  barbarifm,  in  which  fome  nations  are  in- 
deed found  at  this  day.  But  is  this  a  ftate  oi  nature  f 
Was  this  the  ftate  in  which  the  Lord  of  all  things  pla- 
ced the  nobleft  of  fublunary  beings,  the  heir  of  glory 
and  immortality,  when  hi^  own  hands  had  formed 
and  fafhioned  him,  and  he  had  breathed  into  him 
the  breath  of  life  ?  No,  furely,  it  is  a  ftate  the  moft 
idnnatural '  in  which  rational  creatures,  made  in  the 
image  of  their  Creator,  can  be  conceived  to  exift ! 
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A  ftate  into  which,  through  apoftacy  from  revealed 
truth,  and  confequent  lofs  of  all  knowledge,  by  th& 
)uft  judgment  of  God  upon  them,  fome  nations' 
were  permitted  to  fall,  and  are  fuffered  to  continue^r 
in  terrorem  to  others.  And  does  a  mafler  of  reafon^ 
an  enlightened  philofopher,  in  an  enlightened  age> 
fend  us  to  learn  the  firft  principles  of  government 
fronv  Floridans,  Bradlians,  and  Cherokees,  becauf& 
it  is  faid^  that  ihey  have  no  kings,  but  chufe  leaders, 
as  they  want  them  in  time  of  war  ?  Though  fuch  is- 
the  force  of  primeval  inftitution,  fuch  the  neceffity 
of  government,  and  fuch  the  voice  of  nature  con-- 
cerning  it,  that  even  in  America,  upon  its  difcove*- 
ry,  fome  nations,  as  the  Mexicans,  and  Peruvians^ 
were  found  in  the  fhite  of  the  larger  govemmentt- 
Virhicb  arofe  by  conquefl:,  while  others,  in  the  form 
of  the  leffeTf  were  fubjeft  to  the  chiefs  of  their  re-^ 
fpeAive  clans  and  tribes.  Savages  themfelves  can*- 
not  live  in^a  ftate  of  abfolute  equality  and  indepen«* 
dence.  In  civilized  communities,  a  (hip  cannot  be^ 
navigated,  a  regiment  cannot  march,  a  family  can*- 

•not  he  ik<^en  together  without  a  fttbordittationr 
cftablifhed  and  preferved.  And  was  all  govern* 
ment  once  diiTolved,  and  the  world  really  reduced 
.to  that  ftate,  out  of  which  civil  polity  is  fuppofed 
to  have  originally  fprung,  it  would  be  a  fcene  of" 
uproar  and  confufion,  and  a  field  of  blood j  till  the* 
day  of  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

A  long  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  bleffingr 
is  apt  to  extinguifh  ia  us  that  gratitude  towards  the^ 
author  of  them,  which  it  ought  to  cherifh  and  in<* 
vigorate ;  and  juftice  is  the  lefs  regarded,  when  fhc 
Biaketh  thefe  her  awful  proceffions  through  the 
landj^  preferving  peace  and  tranquillity  in  our  bors- 
ders,  becaufe  ,ftie  maketh  them  periodically  and 
conftantly.     Ear  different  would  be  our  fenfations 

Q^a  afc. 
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at  fuch  times,  had  fad  experience  ever  tavght  VL9i 
what  it  was  to  fee  govemmeDt  unhinged,  to  want 
the  protection  of  regal  power,  and  the  due  execti^ 
tion  of  laws,  by  thofe  to  whom  that  power  is  dele- 
gated, **  for  the  punifhment  of  evil  doers,  and  the 
praife  of  them  that  do  well."  The  courfc  of  na« 
tore  often  glides  on  unobferved,  when  there  are  no 
variations  in  it ;  and  the  fun  himfelf  ihineth  unno<» 
ticed,  becauie  he  ihineth  every  day.  *'  Since  the 
time  that  God  did  firft  proclaim  the  ediAs  of  hi& 
law,"  fays  the  excellent  Hooker,  *«  heaven  and  earth 
have  hearkened  unto  his  voice,  and  Uieir  l^our  hath 
heen  to  do  his  will.  But  if  nature  ihould  intermit 
her  coarfe,  and  l^ve  altogethar,  though  it  were  bc^ 
for  a  while,  the  obfervation  of  her  own  laws  ^  if 
thofe  principal  and  mother  elements,  whereof  aU 
things  in  this  lower  world  are  made,  fiiould  lofe 
the  qualities  which  now  they  have  ;  if  the  fi-ame  oif 
that  heavenly  arch,  erefted  over  our  heads,  ihoaldt 
loofen  and  difiblve  itfeUf ;  if  celeftial  fpheres  ihould 
forget  their  wonted  motions,  and,  by  irregalar  vo** 
Inbilky,  tura  thcrofelTes  any  way,  as  tt  n^ght  hapm 
|>en  \  if  the  prince  of  the  lights  of  heaven,  which 
now,  as  a  giant,  doth  run  his  unwearied  courfc,^ 
ihould,  as  it  were,  through  a  languifliiog  £aitntneis, 
begin  to  ftand,  and  to  refl  himfelf;  if  the  roooft 
ihould  wander  from  her  beaten  way,  the  times  ^nd 
feafons  of  the  year  blend  themfclves  by  diibrdcrcdi 
and  confufed  mixture,  the  winds  breathe  out  their 
iafl:  gafp,  the  clouds  yield  no  rain,  the  earth  be  de« 
feated  of  heavenly  influence,,  and  her  fruits  pine 
away,  as  children  at  the  withered  breafts  of  their 
pother,  no  longer  able  to  yield  them  relief;  what, 
would  become  of  man  himfelf,  whom  thefe  things 
4o  all  now  ferve ;"  and  how  would  he  look  back 
izpon  thofe  benefits,  for  which,  whea  tbejr  were 
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d^aify  poured  upon  him  in  boandle&  profoiioni  he 
forgot  to  be  thankful  ? 

While,  therefore,  we  partake,  in  fo  eminent  a^ 
degree,  the  benefits  of  civU  polity,  let  us  not  be- 
unmindful  of  our  great  Benefactor.    I^et  thefe  fo« 
lemn  occafions  ferve  to  remind  U3,  that  there  is  an^ 
intimate  connedlion  betffeen  religion  and  govern-* 
xnent)  that  the  latter  flowed  originally  from  the* 
fame  divine  fource  with  the  former,  and  was,  at  the: 
beginning,  the  ordinance  of  the  moft  High;  that 
die  iiate  of  nature  was  a  ftate  of  iubordination,  not 
one  of  equality  and  independence,  in  which  man*- 
kind  never  did,  nor  ever  can  e&ift ;  that  the  civil 
magiftrate  is  « the  minifter  of  God  to  us  for  good  j?' 
and  that  to  the  gracious  author  of  every  other  va- 
luable gift  we  are  indebted  for  all  the  comforts  andA 
conveniencies  of  fociety,  during  our  paflage,  througk> 
this  turbulent  fcene,  to  thofe  maniions,  where,  as 
violence  is  no  more  committed,  punifhment  is  nof* 
more  deferved ;  where  eternal  josticb  hath  fixed- 
her  throne,  and  is  for  ever  employed  in  diftribu-^ 
ting  rewards  to  her  fubj^As^, who  have  beeatried^ 
and  found  faithful.  - 


>». 
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Luke  xv.  32. 

Ji  tvas  meet  that  nuejbould  make  merry^  and  be  glad'i: 
for  this  thy  brother  tvas  deady  and  is  alive  again;  and: 
ivas  loft^  and  is  found* 

'  1  HESE  words  conclnde  the  parable  of  the  Pro-^ 
digal  Son.  .A  parable,  for  its  variety  of  incidents^, 
ftnd  the  afie£ling  manner  in  which  they  are  related,, 
remarkably  beautHiil,  even  in  the  letter  of  it.  A 
younger  fon,  gay  and  thoughtlefs,  as  youth  often 
is,  grown  weary  of  being  in  the  houfe  and  under 
the  dire£kion  of  a  kind  and  tender  father,  detires  to 
l^ve  hb  fortune  xoniigned.  over  «to  him,  that  be 
may  go  out  into  the  world,  and  manage  for  him- 
felf.  Having  obtained  his  requefl,  he  immediately 
makes  ufe  of  the  fo  much  wiilied  for  liberty  and 
independency,  q[uits  the  habitation  of  his  father^, 
and  takes  his  journey  into  a  far  country.  Here,, 
falling  into  bad  company,  and  ilrong  temptations,, 
he  found  his  good  refolutions  prefently  flaggered ;. 
and  his  old  principles  not  being  £rmly  fixed,  and 
having  no  fupport,  foon  gave  way  to  a  fet  of  new 
ones,  better  adapted  to  the  times,  and  the  fafhioa 
of  the  country  he  was  now  in.  Loofe  praftices 
were  the  neceffary  confequence  of  falfe  principles; 
and  as  the  palhs  of  iln  are  not  only  flippery,  but 
all  upon  the  defc^nt  too^  he  fell  from  one  wicked* 
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xtrfs  td  an<«her,  plunged  into  all  manner  of  riot 
and  debauchery,  and  fpent  the  laft  farthing.     To 
fiomplete  his  tnifery,  there  arofe  at  that  time  a« 
mighty  famine  in  the  land  where  he  ^was ;  and  he  - 
«ras  foon  at  a  lofs  where  to  get  a  piece'  of  bread* 
Nay,  to  fo  great  extremity  was  he  driven  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  famine^  that  having  been  forced  to  fub- 
niit  to  the  very  abjeft  employment  of  feeding  fwii\e, 
he  tried  in  vain  to  fatisfy  the  eravings  of  nature^ 
with  the  dry  and  empty  hu&s  that  the  fwine  did 
eat.    Thefe  had  nothing  in  them  fit  to  nourifh  the  - 
human  body*     Hungry  and-thirf^y,  his  foul  fain- 
(ed  in  him,  and  there  was  no  man  that  took  any  * 
thought  ar  care  about  him.     The  affli^ion  was. 
iharp  ^  but  the  cafe  required  it ;  and  now  it  began 
to  work  the  intended  cure.     For  by  this  time  the  ^ 
fenfe  of  his  mifery  had,   through  God*s   grace^. 
brought  him  to.  a  fenfe  of  his  folly,  from  which t 
fehat  mifery  flowed  ;  and  when  he  was  flarving  at 
night  in  the  fields  with  cold  and  hunger,  he  could 
aot  help  thinking  of  the  happy  fouls  he  had  left 
behind  him  in  Ixis  father's  houie,  where  there  was 
joy,  and  comfort,  and  plenty  of  every  thing.     In 
that  houfe  h^  was  once  a  beloved  fon.     But  his 
wickednefs  had  been  too  great  to  fuffer  him  to  hope 
he  (hbuld  ever  be  owned  there  again  in  that  capa- 
<lity.    Tribulation  is  the  fchool  of  humility,  and  an 
excellent  fchool  it  is.     For  by  it  the  man  whofe 
l^ide  and  gaiety  of  heart  were  fuch^  that  he  could 
»ot  bear  to  ftay  in  the  houfe  where  he  was  a  fon^ 
became  fo  very  meek  and  fubmiffive,  that  to  be  in 
t^t  fame  houfe  as  an  faired  fervant,   was   now 
the  utn^oft  of  his  wifhes.     Nay,  he  hardly  could 
bring  himfelf  to  hope^  that  his  father  would  take 
him  in  again,  even  as  a  fervant.    In  fear  and  tremb-' 
ling  therefore  he  ftrofe^,  and  returned  to  biin  whofe 

•    •  face 
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face  he  was  yet  afraid,  though  fo  defirous  to  ice.- 
But  lo,  the  bowels  of  the  good  old  man  yearned 
after  his  loft  child,  and  he  was  continually  looking 
eut  for  him  ;  fo  that  at  his  return,  he  faw  him 
while  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off;  and  with  aa 
heart  overflowing  with  love  and  joy,  ran  forth  to 
meet  him,  eaibraced  him  in  his  arms,  fell  upon  his 
neck,  and  kiiTed  him.  He  woold  hardly  ftay  to 
hear  his  liumiliation  of  himftlf,  and  confeffion  of 
his  unwonliinefs,  but  ordered  his  fervanis  inftant- 
ly  to  produce  the  beft  robe,  and  put  it  upon  him, 
and  to  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  fhoes  on  his  feet, 
and  to  bring  forth  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it,  that 
they  might  eat  and  be  merry.  All  tbis  wa3  accord- 
ingly done,  and  now  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard 
but  mulic  and  melody,  and  the  voice  of  joy  and 
thankfulncfs,  iti  that  houfe.  But  the  elder  brother, 
who  had  hvcd  with  the  father,  and  happened  at 
this  time  to  be  abroad  in  the  field,  about  his  buii' 
nefs,  coming  home  and  drawing  near  to  the  houfe,. 
was  furprifed  with  the  noife  of  mufic  and  dancingj 
and  calling  one  of  the  fervants  out,  he  a&ed  what 
it  meant  ?  The  fervant  told  hhn,  that  his  long  loft 
brother  was  come  home  again,  and  that  his  lather 
had  killed  the  fatted  calf,  becaufe  he  had  received. 
him  fafe  and  found.  Upon  this,  inllead  of  parti- 
cipating in  the  common  joy,  he  iliffered  pride  and 
envy  to  get  pofleffion  of  hii  heart;  he  was  angry,. 
and  would  not  go  in.  Therefore  came  his  father 
out,  and  intreated  him ;  to  whom  he  complained,, 
that  having  ferved  him  fo  long,  without  tranfgref- 
fing  at  any  time  his  commandments,  he  had  never 
had  lb  much  as  a  kid  given  him,  that  he  might 
make  merry  whh  his  friends ;  but  as  foon  as  this 
other  fon  was  come,  who  had  devoured  his  living; 
with  harlots,  the  fatted  calf  had  been  killed  foe 
iixau- 
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imu  Son  (fays  the  good  old  man  to  him)  thou 
art  ever  with  me,  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine,  fo 
that  thou  mayeft  have  a  feaft  at  any  time,  or  ra*. 
ther  indeed  haft  a  continual  feaft;  but  furely,  upon- 
fqch  an  extraordinary  occafion  as  this,  it  was  meet 
that  we  ihould  make  merry,  and  be  glad ;  for  this 
thy  brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  and  was 
loft,  and  i^  found.  . 

-  Such  is  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  accord- 
•ing  to  the  letter.  Let  us  now  endeavour  to  difco- 
ver  the  fpirit  and  interpretation  of  this  beautiful; 
parable. 

<<  A  certain  man  had  two  fons.**  This  father  it 
*God'  himfelf,  the  father  of  both  Jew  and  Gentile, 
irepreicnted  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  under 
the  figure  of  the  two  fons.  The  J^w  is  confidered 
•in  Scripture  as  the  eMerv  the  Gentile  as  the  young- 
er. For  thus,  the  rejcftion  of  the  Jew,  and  the  ao- 
•ceptance  of  the  Gentile*  virere  fliewed  forth  by  the 
3reje(!%ion  of  Cain,  and  the  acceptance  of  Abel;  the 
«eje€ttoii  of  Ifiitnael,  and  the  acceptance  of  Ifaac  %- 
Ac  reje£Uoii  of  £fau,  and  the  acceptance  of  Jacolv. 
Thcfe  two  fons,  Jew  and  Gentile,  at  the  begif^- 
xntig,  lived  tog;ther  in  thdr  father's  houfe,  that  isy., 
the  church,  which  (as  fays  St  Paul)  is  ^«  the  houfe 
-of  the  living  God,'*  There,  under  their  fatherV 
immediate  protedion,  they  partook  alike  of  the  di- 
-vlne  promiles  and  facredfervices,  and  had  all  things 
common;  and  there  was,  for  fome  time,  no  difte- 
«ence  between  them. 

^    **  But  the  younger  fon  faid  unto^his  father,  faff 
ther^  give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that  falleth  to , 
me ;  and  he  divided  unto  them  his  living.     A«d 
•not  many  days  after,  he  gathered  all  together,  and 
took  his  journey  into  a  far  country,  and  fpent  hi*. 
&bitence  with  riotous  living."     In  thefe  words  is . 

defcribedi 
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defcribed  the  departure  of  the  Gentiles  from  Gcxf, 
who  having  conferred  his  divine  promifes,  and  ia 
them  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  on  aH 
alikei  is  faid  to  have  «  divided  his  living  bctwceo 
his  two  fons."  The  elder,  the  Jew,  continued 
with  him  in  the  church.  This  we  know  by  the  hil- 
tory  of  Abrahain  and  his  pofterity,  till  the  coming' 
of  Chrift.  But  the  younger,^ the  Gentile,  grow- 
ing weary  of  the  fervice  of  God,  and  fond  of  inde- 
pendency, and  the  liberty  of  making  his  own  relii- 
gion,  gathered  together  all  the  talents  and  abilities 
beftowed  upon  hini,  with  the  knowledge  he  had 
acquired  from  the  divine  revelatt'ons  and  inftitu- 
tions,  «*  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country,** 
in  other  words,  he  went  out  from  the  prefence  of 
God  in  his  church,  and  in  his  heart  departed  far 
from  the  Lord.  Whence  we  often  find  the  Gen>- 
tiles  fpoken  of,  under  the  phrafe,  «  Thbfc  that 
arc  A  FAR  off/*  Thus  thb  poor  fiUy  prodigal  bo- 
came  (as  St  Paul  fiiles  him)  *<  an  alien  from  the 
commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  a  ftranger  from  the  cove* 
nants  of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  withotlt 
God  in  the  world.**  The  promifcs  ami  ferviccs 
carried  off  by  him  were  appliedi  to  falfe  objcfts  j, 
and  he'  foon  «  wafted  his  fubftance,**  the  riches  of 
his  underftanding,  **  in  riotous  living,"  and  de* 
Voured  his  eftate,  the  means  by  which  his  fpirit 
was  to  be  fupported,  with  harlots ;  in  a  word  he 
fell  into  idolatry,  which  not  only  is  itfelf  fpiritujJ 
foi'nication,  but  opened  a  door  to  all  manner  of  lafr- 
civioufnefs,  ^by  introducing  it  even  into  the  temples 
and  fervices  of  the  gods.  For  which  reafon  St  Paul 
clofely  connefts  them  in  his  account  of  this  very 
tranfa^ion,  the  apoftacy  of  the  nations,  Rom.  i* 
>«  They  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God 
into  an  image — wherefore  God  alfo  gave  them 
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vp  to  uncleanneis/'    But  let  us  proceed  to  confi*> 
d^  the  coDfequences  of  this  behaviour. 

<<  AQ4  when  he  had  fpent  all)   there  arofe  a 
mighty  famine  in  that  landj  and  he  began  to  be  in. 


want." 


Haying  forfaken  God,  and  loft  his  grace  and 
love»  and  at  length  all  knowledge  of  himi  he  could 
find  nothing  elfewhere  but  that  poverty,  mifeiy^ 
and  want,  which  tfie  fall  had  brought  upon  the 
earth.  This  wretched  ftate  of  the  Gentile  world  - 
is  piAured  to  us  by  the  lively  and  ftriking  idea  of 
a  famine.  ««  There  arofe  a  mighty  dearth  in  that 
land,"  a  mighty  dearth  and  fcarcity  of  divine  know- 
ledge! which  b  the  bread  of  life  to  the  foul  $  for 
«<  man  doth  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  the 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
A  famine  of  this  fort  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  pro- 
phet Amos  \  "  Behold  the  days  come,  faith  the 
Lord  God,  that  I  will  fend  a  famine  in  the  land| 
not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirft  for  water,  but 
of  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord.  And  they  fhall 
wander  from  fea  to  fea>  and  from  the  north  even 
to  the  eaft,  they  fhall  run  to  and  fro  to  feek  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  (hall  not  find  it."  This 
was  exaAly  the  cafe  of  the  Gentiles,  when  they 
had^fqnandered  away  the  riches  of  divine  know- 
.kdge,  which  they  had  received  from  their  heaven- 
ly father  at  the  beginning.  Then  there  arofe  a  fad 
famine  of  the  word  of  God,  and  they  began  to  be 
in  want  of  foniething  that  would  fatisfy  the  empty 
(bul.  Then  their  philofophers  and  feekers  after 
wifdom  ran  to  and  fro  from  one  end  of  the  earth 
to  the  other,  to  procure  a  little  true  religions  know- 
ledge >  but  it  was  not  to  be  found.  And  the  fa- 
mine was  over  all  the  face  of  the  Gentile  worlds 
and  the  land  fainted  by  reafoa  of  the  famine.   But 

as 
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as  there  was  no  true  bread  of  life  to  be  procared^' 
the  foul  muft  endeavour  to  fatisfy  itielf  with  Ibinc**' 
thing.  Accordingly,  we  read  of  our  young  prodi- 
gal, that,  .         ^ 

"  He  went  and  joiaed  himfelf  to  a  citizen  of  that 
country ;  and  he  fent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed 
Cwine.  And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his  belly 
with  the  huiks  which  the  fwine  did  eat^  and  no 
man  gave  unto  him." 

"  No  man  (fays  Chrift)  can  fervc  two  maftcrs.'^ 
But  one  he  muft  ferve.  And  if  he  quits  the  fer- 
vice  of  .God,  he  foon  becomes  a  ilave  to  the  devih 
This  was  the  cafe  of  the  Gentile  prodigal.  Whea 
he  hzd  deferted  the  fervice  of  his  heavenly  father^ 
God  Almighty,  the  next  thing  we  hear  of  him  is^ 
-diat  he  had  joined  himfelf  tx>  another  mafier,  name-^ 
ly,  to  him  who,  fince  he  has  been  caft  out  of  hea^ 
ven,  walks  up  and  down  in  the  earth,  feeking  thofe 
"who  hr^e  left  their  old  mafter  and  father,  to  hir^ 
them  into  his  fervice.  The  {M-odigal  was  in  that 
condition  \  and  accordingly  Satan  took  pofieifion  of 
him.  For  thus  St  Paul  tells  t]xt  Ephefians,  that 
before  their  converfion,  *  they  walked  according 
to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that 
worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedicnce.'*  And 
the  defign  of  the  Gofpel  is  elfewhere  faid  to  be,  to 
^  turn  the  Gentiles,  from  the  power  of  Satan  to 
God."  While  they  were  Gentiles  therefore,  they 
were  under  "  the  power  of  Satan.'*  Now  the  era^ 
ployment  which  the  grand  adverfary  o£  man^s  hap« 
pineis  finds  for  him,  when  once  engaged  in  his  fer-t 
vice,  is  this.  He  fends  him  into  proper  fcenes  of 
fin  and  wickedrcfs,  vanity  and  folly,  there  to  gra*« 
tify  the  defires  of  corrupt  nature,  inflaving  him  by 
this  means  to  his  own  brutiih  lults  and  pafiions* 
This  is  moft  exactly  defpribed  in  the  parable,  by 

the 
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At  cifcumftances  of  his  being  "  fent  into  his  maf^ 
tcr's  fields  to  feed  fwine ;"  to  which  ravenous  and. 
unclean  animals^  th^  infatiablC)  earthly  lufts  of  con* 
cupifccnce  arc,  with  great  propriety,  refembled  in 
Holy  Scripture.  The  mifcry  of  the  employment  is, 
that  thefe  lulls  are  never  to  be  fatisfied.  A  truth 
to  which  the  heart  of  every  llnner  will  bear  a  fad 
teftimony.  Befides^  God  made  the  foul  of  man 
for  himfelf,  and  therefore  bequeathed  it  unquiet^ 
tiefSf  till  poCefied  of  its  maker.  Vain  then  is 
the  employment  of  thofe>  who  feek  to  procure 
the  happinefs  of  the  foul^  by  indulging  the  appe- 
tites of  the  body.  Men  are  daily  inventing  new 
fchemes  to  effeft  it,  till  diverlion  is  grown  a  fcience^ 
and  amufement  become  a  toll.  But  if  we  aik  them, 
they  will  one  and  all  tell  us,  it  is  not  yet  effefted. 
Something,  to  a  man  poiTefTed.  of  all  that  earth  caa 
give  bim^^-^omething  is  ftill  wanting.  O  foob  and 
ilow  of  heart  to  believe  what  the  prophets  and  the 
apoftles  have  fpoken  I  The  comforts  of  religion  are 
wanting,  and  thefe  they  will  not  look  after  j  but 
ftill,  copying  the  example  of  their  anceftor,  the* 
poor  Gentile  prodigal,  they  would  "  fain  fill  their 
bellies  with  the  huiks  which  the  fwine  do  eat  ;'* 
they  are  endeavouring  to  nouriih  their  immortal 
fpirits  with  the  empty  unfatisfying  things  of  this' 
<:orruptible  world,  which  are  calculated  for  the  bo- 
dily appetite^  only.  But  let  all  who  have  followed 
this  prodigal  in  his  departure  from  his  father,  come 
hither,  and  hearken,  and  he  will  tell  them  what 
God  hath  done  for  his  foul,  and  call  them  to  fol- 
low the  noble  example  he  has  fet  them  in  his  re* 
turn,  and  reconciliation. 

And  here,  let  us  obferve  with  attention  a  com*- 

^  pleat  defcription  of  the  procefs  of  true  repentance 

and  juftification  in  the  Gentiles,  and  all  who  are 

Vol.  iL  R  finners, 
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£nners,  like  them.     The  violence  of  the  famine 
tad  brought  the  wretched  prodigal  to  the  laft  fVage 
of  dlftrefs.     He  had  tried  in  vain  to  fatisfy  himfeif 
with  "  that  which  was  not  bread*     Hungry  and 
thirfty,  his  foul  fainted  in  him,  and  he  drew  near 
to  the  gates  of  death."    But  now  the  grace  of  Godi 
which  leadeth  to  repentance,  began  to  work  upon 
him.     It  had  been  ready  to  do/o  all  along  v  but  a^ 
it  is  faid  of  Chrift,  that  he  **  could  do  no  mighty? 
works  in  fome  places,  becaufe  of  men^s  unbelief,'' 
fo  his  grace  does  not  work  upon  men's  minds,  wheti 
they  are  determined  not  to  fiififer  it.     While  the 
l^rodigal's  heart  was  in  the  flutter,  and  hurry,  and 
4iiSpation  of  plealure  and  extravagance,  no  mighty 
works  of  falvation  could  be  wrought  in  it.     But 
when  it  was  humbled  by  affliftion,  and  broken  with 
continual  tribulation,  it  became  a  proper  fubjedl  for 
the  operations  of  divine  grace.     Accordingly,  the 
^ood  Spirit  of  God  immediately  began  with  hi^ 
j)tfeventing  favour,  and  led  him  ftep  by  ftep,  till 
his  repentance  and  reconciliating  were  compleated. 
■    <*  And  when  he  came  to  himfeif,  he  faid,  how 
many  hired  fervants  of  my  father  have  bread  en-- 
<)ugh>  and  to  fpare,  and  I  perifh  with  hunger?  I 
will  arife,  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  fay  untd 
hira,  father,  I  have  finned  again  ft  heaven,  and  be-« 
fore  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  fon  5  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  Servants."   ' 
A  fenfe  of  fm  is  the  beginning  of  repentance, 
and  a  fenfe  of  mifery  begets  a  fenfe  of  fin.     The 
Gentiles  (and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  finners  oi 
all  ages)  could  not  but  feel  the  poverty  and  wretch- 
■edncfs  into  which  they  had  fallen.     And  when  a 
man  feels  himfeif  mifcrable,  it  is  but  natural  for 
ftim  to  confider  how  he  came  to  be  fo.     The  caufe 
^appeared  plain  enough  to  the  Gentile,  when  en- 

.  lightened 
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IFghtencd  at  fir  ft  by  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Tef* 
lament  difperl'ed  in  the  beptaagint   verfion,  and 
then  by  the  Gofp<fl  preached  through  all  nations* 
Aided  in  hi»  meditations  by  thcfe  helps,  he  quick- 
ly traced  all  his  misfortunes  up   to  the  fountain 
<fa«ad,  which  was  his  leaving  the  church,  the  houfe 
.f>f  the  living  God,  his  heavenly  fathor.     Now  he* 
beg^n  thoroughly  to  comprehend  the  mifery  of  his 
ftdte,  and  to  envy  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  had- 
continued  in  their  father's  houfe,  and  fervcd  hina 
day  and  night  in  his  temple. .   They  were  not  eon- 
ibunded  in  the  perilous  time,  and  in  the  days  of 
dearth  they  bad  enough,  and  to  fpare.     They  feaft- 
^d  ever- more  at  the  table  of  their  heavenly  Father^ 
end  found  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  be  life:^. 
and  his  favour  and  grace  as  a  cloud  of  the  fatter 
rain ;  while  his  foul  was  ftarving  for  lack  of  know^- 
iedge  and  truth,  and  frozen  for  want  of  chaiity. 
^*  How   many  hired   fcrvants  of  my  father  have 
thread  enough,    and  tp  fpare,   and  I  pcrirti  witt 
iunger?"  He  was  now  (as  it  is  finely  ex preffcd) 
.*<  come  to  himfelf,"  and  to  a  remembrance  of  hi« 
true  condition  and  intereft.     From  the  hour  he  left 
his 'father's  lioufe  to  this  moment,  he  had  been  in 
a  dream,  and  found   himfel&juft  awaked  out  of 
what  may  be  called  a  deep  fleep,  in  the  language 
of  St  Paul,  who  thus  addrelfes  a  finner,  "  Awake, 
thou  that  fleepeft,  and  arife."     Accordingly,  being 
now  awake,  he  determined  inftantfy  to  arifo^  and 
tread  back  the  fteps  by  which  he  had  departed 
from  bis  father  ;  to  make  a  frank  and  full  confef-^ 
.fion  to  him  of  his  pa  ft  fins  ?   to  acknowledge  him- 
felf  utterly  unworthy  of  any  favour  at  hia  hand$.;o 
and  to  declare  hii.  readinefs  to  fubmit  to  any  pen- 
ance, to  live  in  any  ftate  of  humiliation,  that . his- 
,&ither  fliould  be  plcafcd  to  impofej  only*begging,. 
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at  any  rate,  to  be  admitted  into  the  church,  to 
fervc  him  again.  This  refolution  he  had  no  foon- 
er  formed,  but  he  made  hafle,  and  prolonged  not 
the  time  to  put  it  in  praflice.  He  artfTe,  returned 
to  his  father,  and  faid  onto  him,  "  Father,  1  have 
finned  agatnft  heaven,  and  before  thee ;  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon ;  make  me  as  one 
of  thy  hired  fervants,"  Whichi  words,  as  put  in 
the  mouth  of  the  prodigal  Gentile,  returning,  at 
the  preaching  of  the  Gofpcl,  to  the  church  of  God, 
the  houfe  of  his  heavenly  father,  may,  it  is  appre- 
hended, be  thus  paraphraied — <*  Almighty  God, 
•fatherof  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  maktr  of  all  things, 
judge  of  all  menj  I  acknowledge  aiid  bewail  my  ma- 
nifold iins  and  wickednefs,  which  I  from  time  to 
time,  from  the  firft  hour  of  my  departure,  moft 
gricvoufly  have  committed,  by  thought,  word>  and 
deed,  againft  thy  divme  majefty,  provoking  moft 
juftly  thy  wrath  and  indignation  againft  me.  I  do 
carneftly  repeni,  and  am  heartily  forry  for  theft 
fny  mifdoings;  the  remembrance  of  them  is  grii- 
^ous  unto  me;  the  burden  of  them  is  intolerable. 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  have  mercy  upon  me,  moft 
merciful  father.  For  thy  fon  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift's 
.fake  forgive  me  what  is  paO,  and  grant  that  1  may 
/ever  hereafter  fcrve  and  pleafe  thee  in  ncwnefs  of 
Jife,  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  thy  namte^  throirgh 
Jefus  Chrift  our  iiOrd.'*  This  is  the  confcffion 
which  the  church  enj<)ins  us  poor  prodigal  finners 
of  the  Gentiles  to  niake^  as  often  as  we  return  from 
feeding  upon  htz/kr  in  the  world,  to  eat  the  bread 
of  life  in  o^r  fathers  houfi.  And  a  noble  corameDt 
.it  is  upon  the  ihort  but  full  conftffion  of  the  pro- 
digal in  the  parable.  Let  us  now  hear  what  was 
"the  reception  this  ^turning  penitent  met  with,  and 
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pimiequently,  what  reception  we  ihall  meet  with^ 
when  we  return  like  him. 

<<  But  while  4ie  was  yet  a  great  way  offi  his  fa* 
ther  faw  httti,  and  had  compaflion,  and  ran,  ahd 
fell  on  his  neck,  and  kifTed  him ;''  and  while  he 
was  confcfling  his  linfiilncfs  and  unworthroefs,  ^<  he 
faid  to  the  fervants,  Bring  forth  the  heft  robe,  and 
put  it  on  him,  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and 
Aioes  on  hitf  feet ;  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf^. 
and  kill  it,  and- let  us  eat  and  be  merry-     For  thi« 
tny  fon  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  was  loft,  and' 
is  found.     And  they  began  to  be  merry." 
-    Here  let  aP.  linncrs  (and  iinners  we  all  are)  be*- 
liold  the  loving  kindnefs  of  our  heavenly  father 
to  thofe  who  truly  repent  and  turn  to  him,  as  it 
was  difplayed  towards  the  Gentiles,   upon  their 
converfion.     The  bowels  of  his  mercy  yearned  over* 
them^in  their  loft  eftate;  and  he  longed  for  their- 
return,  as  a  father  for  that  of  his  child  gone  froitt» 
bim.     When  the  time  of  life  was  come,  he  faw 
them  while  they  were  yet  afar  ofly  and  had  com- 
t>aiilon  on  them,  and  ran  forth  t&  meet  them  by^ 
the  preaching  of  the  apoftk,  and  embraeed  them  im 
the  arm$  of  his  mercy,  and  gave  them  the  fure  piedge^ 
and  token  of  reconciliation  and  love,  by  the  word: 
and  fpirit  of  his  mouth.     No  fooner  did  he  behold 
them  making  their  humble  confefiion  to  him,  meek^ 
ly  kneeling  upon  their  knees,  but  he  ordered  his^ 
ininifters  to  bring  forth  from  the  wardrobe  of  hea^- 
iFcn  the  beft  robe,  the  robe  of  righteoufnef»,  and 
garment  of  falvation;  that  fine  whius  linen,^  fpot«- 
kfs  and  bright  as  the  fun,  which  is  the  righteou£«^ 
hefs  of  faints,  the  wedding  garment  of  the  churck* 
of  the  redeemed.     Thefe  robes  the  father  com«^ 
manded  the  minifters  of  his  fan^tuary  to   britfg:; 
iorthj  and  gut  them  on  the  oew  converts,  by.  in^ 
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"vcfting  them  in  baptifm  with  all  the  right couftcfSj. 
merits,  and  graces  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  giving 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  a  li\xly  impreifion  of  hi» 
fpirit,  which  is  the  feal  of  adoption,  a  pledge  of 
the  ioheritaiice  in  heaven,  an  earneft  of  the  etcr-» 
nal  promifes,   a  token  of  their  efpoufais   to   the 
Lamb  of  God ;  fignified  in  the  parable  by  <^  put- 
ting a  ring  on  his  hand.**     Beftowing  on  them 
£uch  graces  and  ai&dances  as  might  enable  them  to 
walk  in.  the  way  of  his  commandments,  and  in  the 
practice  of  good  works  ^  to  fecure  themfcives  from 
the  thorns  of  worldly  cares,  and  the  mire  of  earth-p 
ly  pkajGures;  and  to  tread  upon  ferpents  and  fcor— 
pions,  and  all  the  power  of  the  encmyj  the  devit 
and  his   temptations ;    all  which  is  defcribed  by 
^  putting  fhoes  upon  his  feet."     And  laftly,  the 
minifters  were  to  prepare  the  Chrift ian  facrifice^ 
on  which  the  now  accepted  Gentiles  were  to  -fcaft 
at  the  table  of  their  heavenly  father,  Tinging  and 
making  melody  to  the  Lord,  with  angels  and  arch-i- 
angels,  and  with  all  the  company  of  heaven*     «  O- 
iing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong;  iing  unto  the  Lord 
all  the  earth,    bing  unto  the  Lord :  blefs  his  name$ 
4hew  forth  his  falvation  from  day  to  day.   He  hath 
remembered  his  mercy  and  truth ;  his  righteouC* 
nefs  hath  he  openly  fhewcd  in  the  iigbt  of  the  hea*- 
.then,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  feen  th« 
fdlvation  of  our  God.     Therefore  make  a  joyful 
noife  unto  the  Lord  all  the  earth,,  make  a  loud 
boife,  and  rejoice,  and  fing  praiCe.     Sing  unto  the 
Lord  with  the  harp,  with  the  harp  and  the  voice 
of  apfalm.     With  trumpets  and  found  of  cornet 
make  .a  joyful  noife  before  the  Lord  the  king." 
Such  was  the  joy,  at  the  reception  of  the.  return-** 
itig  prodigal,  becaufe  he  who  had  been  dead  in 
£n>  was  ?|iive  to  right^^uiii^f^  ^  ^ad  k^  who  had 
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been  loft  to  the  church  for  ages  and  generations^ 
was  found  and  reftored  to  it.  Well,  furcly,  might 
they  "  begin  to  be  merry/'  Who  would  not  be 
merry  with  them  ?  Who  could  have  any  objeftion 
to  their  being  fo  ?  Alas !  there  is  one  that  never 
would  be  merry  with  them,  and  to  this  day  cannot 
bear  that  they  ihould  l)e  fo,  but  gnafhes  his  teeth) 
and  confuraes  away  with  envy..  And  that  is  our 
elder  brother  the  Jew,  whofe  unreafonaWe  beha« 
yiour  upon  this  occafion,  with  the  father's  juft  re* 
proof  to  him,  is  reprefented  to  us  in  the  conclude 
ing  part  of  the  parable. 

"  Now  his  elder  fon  was  in  the  field ;  and  as  he 
.came,  and  drew  nigh  to  the  houfe,  he  heard  mu^ 
•fie  and  dancing.  And  he  called  one  of  the  fer^ 
Tants,  and  ailced  what  thefe  things  meant  ?  And 
he  faid  unto  him,  thy  brother  is  come,  and  thy 
feither  hath  killed  for  him  the  fatted  calf,  becaufe 
he  hath  received  him  fafe  and  found.  And  he 
was  angry,  and  would  not  go  ia;  therefore  came 
his  father  out,  and  intreated  him.  And  he  an* 
fwering,  faid  to  his  father,  lo,  thefe  many  years 
do  I  fervc  thee,  neither  tranfgreffed  I  at  any  time 
thy  commandment,  and  yet  thou  never  gaveft  me 
a  kid,  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends; 
But  as  ibon  as  this  thy  fon  was  come,  who  hath 
devoured  thy  living  with  harlots,  thou  haft  killed 
for  him  the  fatted  calf.  And  he  faid  unto  him. 
Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me,  and  all  that  I  have  is 
thine.  It  was  meet  that  we  (hould  make  merry, 
and  be  glad  *,  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead  and  is 
alive  again  ;  and  was  loft,  and  is  found."' 

The  Jews  hearing  the  found  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
the  voice  of  joy. and  rejoicing  in  the  church,  were 
continually  "  calling  to  the  fervants"  of  God,  the 
af  oiUes  aa4  firft  preacher 9  of  the  word>  and  *^  aC- 
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Jfcing  what  thefe  things  meant?"  and  were  ilvny^'        j 
unfwered)  ,as  in  the  parable,  that  <<  their  brother 
was  come  \"  that  God  had  granted  to  the  Gentiles 
repentance  unto  life;  that  they  were  now  come  into 
the  church ;  and  the  one  great  ftcriiice  \vas  oftercd 
for  thf  m,  and  for  all  men.    And  are  not  the  words         i 
pf  the  parable  fulfilled,  to  this  day  ?  «  They  are 
angry',  and  will  not  come  in."    No,  not  though  their 
father,  God  Almighty,  time  after  time  came  out> 
and  mtreated  by  the  voice  of  his  Son,  by  the  preach- 
ing of  his  apoftles,  by  the  allurements  qf  his  mer- 
cies, and  by  the  terror  of  his  judgments.     All,  ali 
would  not  do.     Their  father  they  rebelled  againft, 
his  fon  they  crucified,  his  apoftles  they  pcrfecuted, 
ftis  mercies  they  forgot,  and  his  judgnjents  they  dr«* 
Bed.     Seventeen  hundred  years  are  paft  5  ftill,  ftili 
«  they  are  angry,  and  will  not  come  in  !'*  Their 
plea  is,  as  reprefented  in  the  parable,  that  they  fer- 
,  ved  God  many  years ;  that  they  never  tranfgreiScd 
at  any  time  his  commandment ;  that  God  had  not 
iliewed  them  fufficient  marks  of  his  favour ;  but 
treated  this  worthlefs  prod^al  Gentile  better  than 
be  had  treated  them.       A  plea,  every  article  of 
which  is  full  of  pride,  falfhood,  and  envy.     Pridt 
is  at  the  bottom"  of  all.     They  loved  to  juftify 
themfelves  by  the  works  of  the  law,  as  St  Paul  fays 
of  them ;   "  going  about  to  eftabliib  theff  own 
xighteoufnefs,  by  the  works  of  the  law,  khey  did 
not  lubmit  thenvfelves  to  the  righteoulhefs  of  God) 
which  is  by  faith  in  Jefns  Chrift,"     Accordingly^ 
their  plea  runs  altogether  in  the  boafting  ftrainv 
Firft,  "  They  had  ferved  God  many  years."     Not. 
lo  mention  how  they  had  ferved  him,  it  was  God 
:that  enabled  them  both  to  will,  ai*d  to  do ;  fo  that* 
there  was  no  room  for  boafting.    Secondly,  "  They 
lud  nev^r  at  an;  time  tranfgre&d  his  comman^k* 
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ment ;"  in  other  words,  they  thanked  God  they 
were  not  as  other  men  were,  adulterers,  fornicators, 
extortioners,  unjufl,  or  even  as  this  prodigal  Gen- 
tile.     Now,  fuppoiing  all  this  to  be  true,  they  were 
ftill  unprofitable  fervants ;  they  had  done  only  that 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  do.     But  St  Stephen 
convinced  them  that  they  were  infamous  tranfgref- 
fors,  having  indeed  received  the  law,  but  not  kept 
it ;  fo  that  what  they  reckoned  matter  of  glorying, 
was  in  reality  the  fentence  of  their  condemnation* 
In  this  part  of  their  plea,  therefore,  there  is  a  mix- 
ture of  pride  and  falfehood.    .  Thirdly,  «  Gx>d  had 
not  (hewed  them  fufiicient  marks  of  his  favour.'* 
This  was  falfe,  for  he  was  continually  fliowerlng 
his  benefits  upon  them  \  and  for  many,  many  years, 
their  fieece  bad  the  dew,  when  all  the  reft  of  the 
ground  was  dry.    Fourthly,  <*  He  treated  the  Gen- 
tiles better  than  he  had  treated  them.**    This  wa» 
falfe  again,  as  well  as  envious ;  for  if  they  would 
have  come  in,  they  might  have  partaken  with  the? 
Gentiles  in  the  feaft  and  the  joy,  and  been  for  ever 
with  them  in  the  church  ;  nor  would  the  acceflion 
of  the  nations  have  dimini£bed  aught  from  them, 
but  rather  it  would  have  added  an  infinite  increafe 
of  joy  and  pleafure  to  them,  had  the  love  of  God 
and  of  their  brother  been  in  their  hearts ;  as  the 
light  of  the  fun  is  not  leflened^  but  increafcd,.  by 
being  refleftcd  at  once  from  all  the  innumerable 
waves  of  the  wide  ocean.  -Indeed,  the  father  in  the 
parable,  ever  tender,  and  loving,  and  willing  to  try 
every  way  to  bring  them  in,  does  not  objcdt  their 
tranigreflions  to  them,  but  anfwers  upon  their  ftate 
of  the  cafe  •,  that  even  fuppoiing  they  had  ferved 
and  obeyed  him,  as  they  faid  they  had,  they  could 
never  complain  of  wanting  marks  of  his  favour, 
feeing  they  had  *<  ever  been  in  his  houfe,*'  the 
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church)  with  hii?i,  as  his  children,  and  "  all  that 
be  had  was  their's ;  for  to  them  pertained  the  adop- 
tion and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the 
giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
promifes ;  theirs  were  the  fathers ;  and  of  them, 
9s  concerning  the  fiefli,  Chrift  came."  W  liy  there- 
fore fhould  they  be  angry,  becaufe  the  poor  Gen- 
tiles were  fuffered  to  partake  of  thefe  good  things, 
when  they  had  qualified  thecnfelves  for  it  by  repent- 
ance and  faith  ?  And  what  fort  of  materials  muft 
their  hearts  be  made  o£f  when  they  could  not  ac- 
^uiefce  in  that  tender,  merciful,  and  loving  decla- 
tation  of  their  heavenly  Father-— <<  It  was  meet  that 
we  (hould  make  merry,  and  be  glad;  for  this  thy 
brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again  ^  was  loft,  and 
is  fotimi.** 

.  Beholding  therefore  the  fad  coniequences  of  de-* 
farting  from  our  Father's  houfe,  let  us  take  up  the 
tefolution  of  the  Holy  Pfalmift  ^  "  I  will  dwell  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  erer."  Let  us  think 
that  we  hear  our  blelTed  Mafterj  aftonifhed,  as  it 
Were,  to  fee  himfclf  forfaken  b^  fo  many  of  his^ 
difcipks,  faying  unto  us,  as  once  he  did  to  the 
twelve,  "  Will  ye  alfo  go  away  ?"  And  lei  us  an- 
fwer  with  one  accord,  as  they  did  by  the  mouth  of 
St  Perer,  "  Lord,  to  whom  fhall  we  go  ?  Thoijr 
haft  the  words  of  eternal  life."  But  what  was  it 
that  fe<luced  the  prodigal  Gentile  to  leave  fo  graci- 
ous a  Father,  and  to  quit  the  houfe  where  his  glory 
dwelt  ?  What  but  an  impatience  of  reftraint,  a  fond 
defire  of  incpendency,  and  of  being  wife  above  what 
is  writttn.  Warned  therefore  by  his  fate,  let  us 
love  the  difcipllne  that  w^ithholds  us  from  fin ;  let 
us  glory  (if  we  muft  glory)  in  that  dependency  on 
^mr  Maker,  and  thofe  whom  his  providence  has  fet 
oyer  us,  by  which  alone,,  after  all,  the  church  and. 
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the  world  are  fupported  and  preferved  ;  and  let  us 
at  laft  learn  to  believe  in  God,  and  veil  aiTured,  u* 
pon  his  word)  that  the  wi/dom  of  this  world  is  as 
unfatisfadlory  as  its  riches,  honours*  and  pleaiures ; 
and. that  amidft  the  greateil  abundance  of  them  aU^ 
«  a  mighty  famine  will  arifc"  in  the  foul,  for  want 
of  more  fubftantial  food,  which,  if  it  be  not  reroe* 
died  in  this  life,  by  *«  feeking  meat  from  God,** 
will  continue  to  torment,  in  thofe  regions  pf  for-* 
TOW,  where  hunger  and  defpair  are  co-cternal. 
.  Let  the  {inner,  whom  the  chaftifing  hand  of  God 
has  broughtto  himfeif ;  whofe  eyes  have  |>eenopeA 
ned  by  afiiidlion,  to  behold  his  real  ftate  and  con« 
flition ;  who  has  felt  the  truth  which  he  refufed  to 
believe,  that  the.world  is  vanity,  iin  and  folly;  let 
fuch  an  one  lifitn  to  the  admonitions  of  confcience 
and  cheriih  the  firft  dawnings  of  divine  grace  in  hfs 
heart }  that  fo  the  Sun  of  Rigliteoufnefs,  there  ari« ' 
fing,  may  difperfc  every  cloud,  and  caufe  every 
ihadow  to  fly  away  ;  till  having  by  flow  and  imper* 
ceptible degrees alcended  the  heights  of  the  iky,  he. 
ftands  fixed  in  his  meridian,  diffufing  on  all  be* 
neath  him  the  perfect  day.  For  however  darknei^ 
ittay  at  prefent  cover  the  .tranfgreffor,  and  grofs 
darknefs  overwhelm  his  foul,  as  once  it  did  the 
Gentile  worlds  yet  let  him  know,  to  his  great  and 
cndlefs  comfort,  that  upon  his  ilncere  repentance 
the  Lord  fhall  arife  likewife  upon  him,  and  his  glo^k 
ty  ihail  be  feen  upon  him.  Let  him  only  follow 
the  example  of  the  returning  prodigal,-  and  he  fliaU 
not  fail  of /;// reward,  even  reconciliation,  and  peace, 
^nd  love,  and  joy,  and  rejoicing,  in  the  houfe  of 
his  heavenly  Father. 

Laftly,  let  us  of  the  nations,  whom  undeierved 
mercy  has  numbered  amongft  the  children  of  God, 
let  us  beware  that  we  copy  not  after  thfe  pattern  of 
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,  tte  Jew,  or  envy  him  the  gloT  of  his  future  con- 
veriion  and  rcRoration.  Rather  let  ui  endeavour 
tolhc  utmoft  to  forward  fo  happy  an  event.  And 
ilncc  of  all  human  means,  that  of  Iheiving  him  the 
dilpcnfations  of  Jefus,  whom  his  wicked  hands  cni- 
cilicd,  in  his  own  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
is  Ehe  raoa  lively  to  contribute  towards  the  blelTed 
work,  let  this  be  an  additional  motive  to  us  to  ftu- 
dyday  and  night  the  true  import  of  thofe  lively  o- 
raclcs.  But  fince  fuch  a  converfion  as  this  mnft 
be  moll  eminently  the  work  of  the  Almighty,  let 
not  our  moft  fervent  prayers  be  ever  wanting  to 
him,  that  he  would  now  at  length  look  down  from 
heaven  upon  his  ancient  people ;  that  be  would 
take  from  them  all  ignorance,  hardaefs  of  heart, 
and  contempt  of  his  word,  and  fo  fetch  them  home 
to  his  flock,  that  they  may  be  faved  among  the 
reiimant  of  the  true  Ifraelites.  May  it  be  our  hap- 
py lot,  by  our  prayers  and  labours,  to  hallen  the 
cooling  of  that  glorious  day  (though  our  eyes  maf 
not  behold  it)wlien  the  elder  brother  fliall  feel  the 
juft  reproof  of  his  Father  piercing  his  inmoft  foul, 
nnd  be  prevailed  upon  to  lay  alide  his  pride,  envyi 
nni  obilinacy;  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles 
ihall  meet  with  the  converfion  of  the  Jews,  and  the 
two  brothcft,  reconciled  to  their  Father,  and  to 
each  other,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  fhall,  with  uni' 
ted  hearts  and  voices,  praife  the  Lord  for  his  good- 
tiels,  having  each  in  his  tarn  experienced,  that  hil 
tastcj  endurah  for  ever^ 
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I  Cor.  via.  i. 
itnofffle^gi  fufeth  up^  but  Charity  ^ifieth. 

J.  N  a  place  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  Sciencit^ 
and  before  an  audience  of  perfons  fet  apart  ^or  tbs^t 
purpofe,  it  might  feem  an  undertHJking  no  lefs  im« 
proper  than  invidioas,  to  point  out  its  ill  effefls^ 
had  not  the  great  Doftor  of  the  Gentiles  authorifed 
fuch  a  proceeding,  and  th^  prefent  pious  and  judi- 
'  'clous  inftittttion  *  demanded  it  at  our  hands.    No 
per(bn  ever  ehtertalhed  an  higher  idea  of  true  wifr 
dom  than  St  Paul,  who  has  employed  the  moft  ex- 
;alted  ftrains  of  divine  oratory,. to  fet  forth  the  eif* 
cellency  of  knowledge  and  underftanding.      But 
.  jret  the  holy  Apoftle law,  that  learning  makes  not 
the  man  of  God  perfeft  (  that  fomething  may  ftiU 
be  wanting  in  him,  who  is  at  the  top  of  intelleAuat 
attainments;  and  that  the  compleat  fcholar  may^ 
fall  fhort,  at  laft,  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     He- 
faw^  that  fpiritual,  like  bodily  wealth,  unlefs  ufed 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  would  prove  no  bleffiqg. 
to  its  owner,  ferving  only  to  haften  his  fall,  and  in« 
i:reare  his  condemnation.     And  therefore,  that  the 
wife  man  might  not  glory^  in  his  wifdom^  but  fink 
Vol.  11.  S  into 

.^  A  Benefa^ion  left  by  Mr  Masters^  for  two  Sermoiu  to  be 
j^reach«d  on  certain  texts  by  him  ftrleftetlj  tendios  to  incutcatt  the 
duty  of  C^hrf  (Han  Humility,  as  oppofed  to  the  pride  of  fcience,  aft4 
to  point  out  the  trae  aatare  and  end  of  the  mtnificml  ^ct. 
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into  himfelf  by  hunality)  as  he  rifes  above  others 
in  underflandmgy  remembering  always  the  account 
he  muft  make,  proportionable  to  the  talents  deliver- 
ed, the  Apoftle  determines^  that  not  only  human 
learning,  but  the  knowledge  of  all  prophecies  and 
myfteries,  that  is,  of  all  the  difpenfations  of  God^ 
and  every  truth  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that  know- 
ledge formed  into  an  orthodox  faith,  animated  by 
a  lively  hope,  will  profit  a  man  nothing,  if  Charity, 
or.ditirie  Love,  be  not  fuperadded,  which,  like  the 
vital  heat  in  the  human  frame,  may  difperfe  and  ac- 
tuate all  to  the  edification  of  the  body. 

Thi$  is  the  great  argument  of  his  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians;  a  people,  in  whom  their  reputation, 
for  polite  literature,  and  didinguifhed  tafte,  had 
produced  not  a  little  conceit  of  themfelves  and  their 
endowments.  This  temper  and  difpofition  they 
moft  unhappily  brought  with  them  into  the  churchy 
vhere,  not  being  mortified,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  meek  and  humble  JefuS| 
it  began  to  difplay  itfelf  in  religious,  as  it  had  be- 
.fore  done  in  fecular  learning.  The  objedl  was 
changed,  but  the  paffions  were  the  fame  \  and  Chrift 
himfelf  was  made  the  occafion  of  pride,  envy,  and 
contention,  among  thofe,  who  all  alike  profefied^ 
themfelves  to  be  his  difciples.  The  new  converts 
were  foon  divided  into  little  parties,  ftruggling  for 
the  pre-eminence  of  their  refpedive  leaders,  like  io 
many  fedls  of  pliilofophers,  rather  than  zealous  for 
the  glory  of  their  Lord,  as  members  of  his  one  uni- 
verfal  church.  St  Paul  does  not  accufe  them  of 
ignorance.  On  the  contrary,  he  bears  them  wit- 
uefs,  that  they  were  «  enriched  with  all  knowledge, 
and  came  behind  in  no  gift ;"  but  complains,  not- 
withftanding,  that  they  were  ftill  carnal ;  tbey  did 
not  "  all  fpeak  the  fame  thing,"  as  brethren  of  one 

family^  ^ 
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family 9  and  fellow  members  of  the  fame  body  fhould 
do,  but  formed  themfelves  into  feparate  faftions. 
atid  fchifms ;  infomuch,  that  he  feared,  left,  in  con-* 
tending  for  Knowledge,  Cliarity  fhould  have  been 
puUed  in  pieces  of  themj  while  all  fought  to  excel 
fbr*the  fake  of  excelling,  and  not  to  the  edifying  of 
the  church ;.  all  regarded  their  own  glory,  not  the 
advantage  of  their  brethren,  whom  they  cared  not 
how  much  they  offended,  fo  they  had  but  an  op- 
portunity of  manifcfting  their  own  fuperiority. 

A  remarkable  inftance  of  thb  prefented  itfelf  iik 
the  cafe  of  meat  offered  to  an  idol,  concerning; 
which  the  Apoftle  ^tells  them,  <«  they  had  know-* 
ledge ;"  they  i:new  **  that  an  idol  was  nothing,^ 
and  that  therefore  they  might  as  well  eat  meat  fa 
offered,  as  any  other,  provided  it  was  not  brought 
to  them  as  fuch,  and  made  a  teft  of  their  faith.. 
But  then  he  obferves,  there  was  not  in  every  maa 
that  degree  of  knowledge.  There  were  fome  who^ 
through  infirmity  and  over  fcrupuloufnefs^  could 
not  fo  eat,  without  confidering  themfi(|ves  as  par* 
takers  of  an  idol-facrifice.  The  danger  therefore 
was,  left  ftich,  emboldened  by  the  example  of  a 
brother  better  eftablifhed  in  the  faith,  fhould  be  led 
to  fin  againft  their  own  confciences,  and  fo  through^ 
the  other's  jgr eater  knowledge  a  weak  brother  £bould 
'  perifh,  for  whom  Chrift  died«^no  lefs  than  for  him 
that  was  ftronger,  Knoiylco^e,  thus  ufed  to  the 
deflruftion  of  others,  coulci  never  further  the  fal-* 
vation  of  its  pofTeflbr.  And  therefore  St  Paul  de^ 
clares,  that  if  the  cafe  were  to  be  pufhed  even  ta 
the  utmoft.  Charity  fhould  make  him  wave  all  the 
privileges  of*his  knowledge,  for  the  edification  of 
bis  brother*  "  Wherefore  if  meat  make  my  bro- 
ther to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flefh  while  the  world 
^andcth|  lefl  I  make  my  brother  to  offend.'^ 

S  z  ITpoa 
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Upon  this  occaGoQ  it  is,  that  he  advances  tha* 

feneral  aflertion  in  the  text,  which  refolves  itfelf 
itb  thcfc  two  propofitions-^ 

I.  That  Knawledge  without  Charity  endeth  in 
pride,  and  confequently  in  the  deftruftion  of 
him  that  hath  it.   «<  Knowledge  puiFeth  up.** 

II.  That  Charity  dire£leth  it  to  its  proper  end) 
the  edification  of  the  church}  *<  Charity 
edifieth.'* 

L  Knowledge  witliout  Charity  endeth  in  pride  ^ 
It  puffeth  up^  faith  the  ApoAle,  it  produceth  an  in- 
flation in  the  mind,  which,  like  a  tumour  in  the 
body,  carries  the  appearance  of  iblidity,  hut  has  in 
reality  nothing  within,  and  only  indicates  a  diftem* 
pered  habit.  And  indeed  Knowledge,  as  well  as 
jaith,  if  it  be  s^one,  is  vain ;  it  is  dea<L  For  all 
knowledge  is  given  t%  a  means  to  £pmc  end*  The- 
means,  abftra6ted  from  their  end,  ceafe  to  be  means> 
iind  ahfwer  no  purpofe  whatsoever.  The  end  of 
Knowledge  is  a£lion.  *^  If  ye  know  thefe  thhig^ 
happy  are  yd  if  ye  d^  themi"  •  Every  article  of  the 
creed  involves  in  it  a  coirefpondent  duty,  and  it  i» 
^aAice  alone  that  gives  life  to  faith,  and  realizet 
Knowledge.  What  is  true  of  human  wifciom,  with, 
jfegard  to  things  temporal,  is  as  true  of  divine,  with?  * 
relation  to  things  ipiritual ;  ««  Through  wifdom  if 
^  houfe  builded,  and  by  underftanding  it  is  efta* 
blifhed,  and  by  knowledge  fhall  the  chambers  be 
filled  with  all  precibus  and  pleafant  riches.  A  wife 
<tian  is  ftrong,  yea  a  man  of  knowledge  increafet& 
ftrength;  and  by  a  man  of  underftandingand  know- 
ledge the  ftate  of  a  land  ihall  be  prolonged/*" 
The  fcience  that  terminates  where  it  begins,  in 
the  4ntelle£V,  what  avatleth  it  ?  Or  what  profit  is 
K^eii^  v^  thie  learning,  which  prompteth  not,  ii^  any 

•  J<An  *1JU  I  ;> 


KNOWLEDGE  AND  CHARITT.     aosi 

ineaflire,  the  intereft  either  of  the  church  or  the 
flate,  of  whi^h  its  proprietor  is  a  member  ?  **  Thef 
manlfefliation  of  the  Spirit  (as  that  Spirit  himfelE 
teiVifies)  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal."  ''^  .  . 
Otherwife  it  is  of  no  effetH:,.^  and  the  man  becomes^ 
ad#St  Jude  finely  defcribes  fuch  a  charaAcr,  like- 
«<  a  cloud  without  water,"  raifed  aloft,  as  it  ihould 
feem  by  its  appearance,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  be- 
neath it ;  but  how  wretchedly  ar€  they  difappointed  ¥ 
It  fails  along  before  the  wind,  proudly  fwelling  in* 
the  fufficiency  of  its  own  emptinefs,  infWad  of  drop- 
ping fatnefs  and  plenty  on  the  lands,  ever  which  it:  * 
pafles.  "  Knowledge  puffcth  up."  And  that  t^jf 
will  always  be  the  efFe£t  of  it,  where  Charity^R* 
wanting,  we  may  fairly  conclude  from  hence,  that 
it  always  has  been  fo  \  as  fhall  be  evinced  by  an  in-^ 
du^ion  of  particulars.  * 

But  before  we  confider  the  inflantesr  of  thxss 
truth,,  which  hav€  hitppened  upon  the  earth,  we^ 
we  mufi  afcend  into  heaven ;  and  if  the  luflre  of 
the  obje£t  be  not  too  flrong  for  our  QTgMs,  there* 
view  the  glories  that  once  encircled  Ijjgifer,  the: 
rfon  of  the  morning,  the  bright  leader  tw  the  ar- 
mies above,  firfl,-as  in  command j  fo  in  the  great-- 
nefs  of  his  Knowledge.    What  the  prophet  EzekieB 
feys  of  the  prince  of  Tyre,  fcems;  primarily  appli-^ 
eable  to  him.     '^^  He  fcaled  np  the  fum>   full  of 
wifdom,  and  perfe A  in  beauty.     He  was  perfeft  im 
his  ways  from  the  day  that  he  was  created,  till  ini-^ 
quity  was  found  in  him."f     Confined  not,  like 
man,  within  the  bounds  of  a  material  creation,  car  ^ 

limited  to  ideas  framed  by  analogy  from  fenfe,  he^ 
beheld,  without  a  glafs,  the  wonders  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  and  faw,  face  to  face,  the  eternal 
gawer  and  Godhead  of  him  who  made  him.     H^         ^ 

*  iCw,  xu.  7*.        t  ^^^'  «^i*»*  «*••     . 
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frw,  he  knew ;  but  he  loved  not.     <<  His  heaapt^ 
Ivas  lifted  up  becaufe  of  Jiia  beauty |«and  he  cor<^ 
mpted  his  wifUom  by  reafon  of  his  brightnefi.''^ 
Conceit  of  his  own  exccUency  made  him  diftiaia. 
the  thought  of  man,  in^the  perfon  of  the  Meffiabf 
being  exaked  over  him^  and  he  becaune,  from  the 
beginning,  an  oppofer  of  the  gracious  eounfel  of  in«- 
:0Dite  Love  tO;  redeem  the  human  race.    The  pro« 
mulgation  of  this^  counfel  before  the  world,  is  afr 
figned  by  fbme  diiines,  as  the  time  of  the  angek** 
&il ;.  that  being  moft  probably  the  ^ound  of  the  * 
l||torar  begun  in  heaven  againft  the  head^  and  fince^ 
^■wied  on  upon  earth  againft  the  members.*'    But 
J^rever  this  be,  certain  it  is,  that  thi^ough  prkle^ 
he  fell.     A  proof  to  the  learned  of  all  ages,  that 
Knowledge,  without  Charity,  will  tum^a  good  an- 
gel into  an  evil  one ;  an  admonition  to  them,  notr 
to  expert  that  that  alone  ihould  put  man  m  pofief^ 
fion  of  heaven,  which,  becaufe  it  was  alone,  caft 
Xiucifer  himielf  out  of  it. 

Tet^flfe  has  all  along  been  the  &tal  miftaktf»» 
•and  th^£te  of  Knowledge  ftill  proved  the  oca&^ 
on  of  a  nh*-  vHNit  to  the  majefty  o£  Lucifer  at  tbc: 
head  of.  the  angelic  legions,  was.  the  glory  of  A#* 
dbm,  the  Lord  of  this  lower  world,,  in  Paradiie^- 
formed  iu  the  image  of  his  Maker,  to  have  domi* 
nion  over  the  creation,  he  wais^  replenifhed,   fofD/ 
thatpurpofe,  with  the  treafures  of  wtfdom  from, 
-above-;  and  the  magnificence  of  his  palace,  gr^t 
as  it  was,  bore  no  proportion  tp  the  riches  of  hiSs 
underftanding.     ^^  He  was  in  Eden  the  garden  o£' 
Cod,  every  precious  ftone  was  his  covering,  the* 
fardius,  topaz,  and  the  diamond  (,  the  beryl,  the 
onyx,  and  the  jafper:}  the  fjiphlric,  the  emerald. 

•  Sec  Mr  LtiLtr* sffiji&ry  of  Sia  ond  Smjjf^  itt-th^  &ft  fOf 
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«hd  the  carbuncle,  and  gold.'^*     He  had  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  nature,  ufe,  praperdes,  and  ope<«^ 
rations  of  the  creatures,  exprefled  in  the  names- 
Hnpofed  by  himw     Nor  ftaid  his  wifdcm  here,  but 
ki  the  tfaing»  that  were  made  he  beheld  reflefted^ 
as  in  a  faithful  mirror,  the  invifible  things  of  God^ 
who  had  taught  him  to  to  do.     With  him  he  con* 
lierfed  frequently,  as  a  man  with  his  friend,  in  ther 
holy  fanAnary  oi  Eden-,  that  happy  feat  of  inftrac*^ 
tion,  contemplation,  and  devotion,  framedr  after 
die  example  of  heavenly  things,  like  the  tabernacle^.. 
I)he  temple,  and  the  church,  which  bave  iince  the  ^djpl 
Applied,  and  are  to  fupply,  its  place  in  the  wqM| 
till  all  fliail^  be  fully  rcftored  at  the  refurrcftim^w" 
the  juft.     There  lived  our  firft  parent  a  life  whklVi 
we  are  new  little  able  to  conceive;  a  life  not  muclt 
ftort  of  atigeiical  per&rdtion^  antedating  by  holi- 
iicfs,  in  the  earthly  copy,  the  felicity  r^cftrvcd  fbr- 
him,  in  the  faeavenfy  original.     But  man^  thoi^lir 
placed  by.  God  in  the  ftate  o£hooour,  xiid  not  coQ^ 
tinue  in  itv     Knowledge  was  the  tempJppn }  andb 
even  in  Paradife  it  proved  but  t^^^Sfsful.     It 
wrought  deftru£tion»  we  find^  4|(PpaH     *«  The- 
&rpcnt,  (ays  Eve,  beguiled  me}''  or,  as  it  is  in-, 
the  original,  eiated^  puffed  me  up^  f     Ue  perfuaded* 
iier,  it  was^not  as  God  had  faid;  lhe*muft  know? 
-betlen      Revelation  was  an  impofition  upon  the^ 
eights  and  liberties  of  the  human  underftandin^. 
tmd  the  command  evidently  contrary  to  the  nature- 
imd'reafon  of  things;.,  for  <<  {he  faw  the  tree  wafis^ 
^I^eafant  to  the  eyes  and  good  iot  food,  and  a  tree  to- 
>be  deiired  to  make  one  wife.''    Wt£dom  was  to  be^- 
•be  acquimd  by  aqaroper  exertson  of  her  faculties^, 
^nd  imawledge  to  be  attained,  without. being  obli* 
^g^ed  for  it  to  the  ^velation  o£  God.    Thtu  was  flie 
^  -     ■.  ^  deluded 

*£ack,  mitf.^:    '    t<'<9KnBn«- 


»i2     KNOWLEDGE  AND  CHARnT, 

^eluded  into  fceptlcifm  under  the  notion  of  a  Fr/ir 
Enquiry y  and  induq^d  to  renounce  God  and  hea- 
Tcn,  as  her  feducer  had  done  before  her,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  firji  philcfophy ;  hereby  furnifhing 
^s  with  another  fad  proof,  that  Knowledge,  \vith- 
oi)t  Charity,  endeth  in  pride,  and  the  deftru<Stio]i 
of  the  perfon  who  is  poffeffed  of  it. 
••  Were  we  to  confider  the  fevcral  apoftafies  of 
mankind,  after  their  refloration  by  the  promife  o£ 
a  Redeemer,  and  the  eflabliihment  of  the  church 
upon  that  promife,  it  might  perhaps  appear,  that 
*^^l  the  fruits  of  error  and  vice  have  fprung  from 
^l^ame  root  of  bitternefs.  Bat  as  St  Paul,  con** 
^flming  all  under  fin,  has  divided  the  world  into 
Jew  and  Gentile,  it  may  fijjSice  to  take  a  curfory 
fiew  of  each. 

To  begin  with  the  Gentiles,  of  whefe  fall  the 
Apoftlc  gives  this  account.  <♦  When  they  knetr 
God,  they  glorified  .him  not  as  God,  neither  were 
•thankful,  but  became  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
and  ^hei^oolifli  heart  was  darkened.  ProfeiSng 
themfelv^^o  b£  wife,  they  became  fools."  *  Lack 
©f  KnowiWgeJ^fcercfore,  was  not  their  original 
fault ;  "  they  knew  God  j'-  for  that  knowledge 
was  univerial  in  the  family  of  Noah ;  and  though 
depraved,  it  could  not  be  quite  extinguiflied  for 
piany  generations.  But  Knowledge  in  the  under* 
ftanding,  for  want  of  Charity  in  the  heart,  did  not 
operate  to  a  holy  obedience;—"  When  they  knew 
God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  neither  were 
were  thankful."  The  truth,  held,  or  detained  in 
unrighteoufnefs,  and  imprifoned  in  an  unholy  con- 
fcieiice,  pafled  not  from  their  minds  into  their  ac- 
tions, that  God  might  be  glorified  thereby,  an4 
jQame  return  made  to  him  (for  fuch  he  is  pleafed  \p 

eftecoi^ 
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efteem  it)  by  the  gratitude  of  his  creatures.  In« 
ftead  of  this,  they  were  filled  with  fantaftic  dreams 
of  their  own  perfeftioO)  which  put  them  upon  d\(^ 
puting  with  each  other  for  place  and  precedence  ii> 
knowledge.  <<  They  beca;me  vain  in  their  imagi- 
nationSf »  ^**t  ImUyi^/mn,  their  altereating  rcafonings.** 
They  wrangled  upon  every  fub>edb,  till  at  length 
the  moft  knowing  among  them  gave  up  all  for  loft» 
Their  learning  confided  in  being  able  to  recount 
the  various  errors  of  preceding  philofophersi  and 
all  that  wifdom  could  dO}  was  to  deny  the  exigence 
of  truth.  Thus  it  was,  that  «<  their  fopliih  heartr 
was  darkened.*^  The  light  which  they  had  abafed 
ihone  no  morej  the  bun  of  Revelation  fct,  hf 
their  departure  from  it )  the  knowledge  tranfmit^ 
ted  by  tradition  gradually  died  away  like  the  twi« 
fighti  and  a  long  night  of  darknefs  and  Uindnefii 
of  heart  fuccceded*  The  world  by  wifdomi  and 
die  efforts  of  its  own  reafon,  knew  God  no  more# 
Wifdom  indeed  was  what  the  philofopher4.ftill  con« 
tinued  to  profefs  \  but  ««^jprofefliBg  to  be  wife,  thef 
became  fools  (^'  and  all  may  pro§t  by  tlieir  expe«^ 
fience,  which  confirms  the  truth  of  the  apoftolicai 
aflertion  in  the  text,  that  <<  Knowledge  puffeth  up.*^ 
Let  ua  now  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  Jew.  B«* 
kold  him,  the  fon  of  Abraham,,  and  heir  of  the  pro« 
allies,  inveded  with  the  priviledges  of  God's  chofen^ 
*^  having  the  form  of  knowledge,  and  of  the  truth 
fai  the  law,**  which  he  not  only  ftudies,  but  carries 
about,  as  a  perpetual  monitor,  upon  the  borders 
#f  his  garments,  zealous  for  it,  even  to  madnefs* 
Yet  behold,  him  become  aaouccaft  of  heaven  and 
earth,  his  law  abrogated,  his  city  burnt  to  afihes^. 
himfelf  a  fdgirive  and  a  vagabond,  without  king„ 
pr4eft,  prophet,  temple^  or  habitation,  a  by-word 
9Ad  aix  hiiUpg  among  all  th^  options  of  the  eart]iv 
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Who  is  not  curious  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  o£ 
&ich  aftonilhing  miferyi  lucii  unprecedented  cala^ 
inities !  The  caufe.  is  this.  Knowledge  puHed  him 
Up  1  his  privileges  became  ao  octalion  of  boafting_ 
liimfetf  againft  his  brethern,  and  envy  eat  out  his 
Charity.  "  Going  about  to  cftablllh  his  own  right- 
CDufnefs,"  upon  the  ftreftgtli  of  his  owji  wifdom,  he 
rej'efted  the  Lord  his  vightaoufnefs,  and  nailed  him, 
who  is  the  fourcc  of  wifdom,  to  the  crofs,  perfc- 
cuting  to  the  deathall  who  o&ered  to  preach  tb» 
righteoufaefs,  and  teach  that  wifdom,  to, a  flnful 
and  ignorant  world. 

When  the  diilinftion  of  Jew  and  Gentile  ceafed, 
wid  one  church  {f5r  that  reafon  called  Calhi/oc). 
comprehended  within  its  pale  the  believers  of  both, 
denominations,  knowledge  pufted  men  up  into  he- 
retics and  fchifmaiics.  Fride  made  them  rather 
(phufe  to  fee  thcmfclves  exalted  at-the  head  of  a. 
bAion,  then  the  church  edited  by  their  labours  ia 
an  infjsrlor  ftation.  This  was  the  cafe  ia  the  church  ' 
ef,£orinth,  and  has  been  the  caufe  of  every  bcrefy 
aiid  fchifm  fince.  Novices,  and  perfons  whole 
keads  are  filled'  with  religious  notions,  while  their. 
hearts  and  afieftions  are  not  yet  fubdued  by  Charity, 
are  apt  to  ftncy  themfclvcB  formed  for  fomething 
great  and  extraordinary.  They  think  it  matter  06 
general  lamentation,  that  talents  like  their's  Ihould 
be  buried  in  obfcurity.  And  therefore,  lince  theji 
cannot  prelide  in  the  church,  they  arc  determined 
to  prefide  out  of  it. 

Thefe  inftances,  it  Is  prefumed,  are  fuScient  to> 
tvince,  that "  Knowledge  pufteth  up  ;"Knowledgc» 
I  mean,  without  Charity;  for  hjd  that  accompaini- 
ed  it,  all  thefe  things  had  never  happened.  Cha-<  • 
rity  had  kept  Lucifer  fhtning  in  his  Oation,  and 
tejoiciDg  in  the  falvation  of  the  human  race.  Char 
rity 
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Yity  had  prevented  the  tranfgrefBon  and  fall  of' 
man.  Charity  had  employed  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gentile  in  glorifying  God  who  gaye  it,  and  that  of 
the  Jew  in  promoting  the  kingdom  of  the  Mcfliah, 
and  the  converfion  of  his  brethren  ;  and  Charity, 
among  the  members  of  Chrift's  body,  had  prefer- 
red it  in  peace  and  unity.  But  to  {hew  more  at 
Jarge  that  it  is  Charity  Whick  direfteth  Knowledge 
to  i^s  right  end,  the  edification  of  the  church,  was 
the 

11.  Thing  propofed.  And  this  will  be  beft  done, 
by  fettipg  before  you  fome  inftances,  the  reverfc  ot 
the  foregoing. 

If  therefore  weafcend  a  fecond  time  into  heaven, 
we  (hall  find  that  the  principle  which  oppoled  and 
triumphed  over  the  Knowledge  of  Lucifer,  ij^ated 
by  pride,  wasthewifdom  of  God  aftuated  l^rLovc. 
Praife  and  glory  are  due  from  man  to  all  the  divine 
attributes,  for  all  were  concerned  in  effefting  his 
redemption.  Wifdom  contrived,  and  power  ex- 
ecuted j  but  Love  let  all  to  work.  Love  perfefted  and 
crowned  the  whole.  "The  Lord  is  a  God  of 
Knowledge;"  but  it  was  Love  which  communicated 
'  that  knowledge  to  mankind ;  which  made  the  eter- 
nal Wifdom  to  "  rejoice  in  the  fiabitable  part  of 
the  earth,  and  delight  to  be  with  the  foms  of  men." 
He  is  a  God  of  power  j  but  that  could  only  terrify 
us,  till  Love  employed  it  againft  our  enemies*  For 
which  reafon,  when  the  Pfalmift  fingeth,  "  Great 
is  our  Lord,  and  great  is  his  power,  yea  and  his 
wifdom  is  infinite ;"  he  crowneth  all  by  adding ; 
f*  The  Lord  is  loving  unto  every  man,  and  his  mer- 
cy is  over  all  his  works."  Pride  would  have  ufed 
Knowledge  to  the  aggrandizing  itfelf  at  the  expence 
of  others ;  but  Love  turned  it  to  the  advancement 
of  ottiers,  by  humiliation  of  itfelf.  -  The  accufer  ef 

man 
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man  was  call  dowiii  and  raap)  in  the  perlbnof  tbp 
Meifiah,  exalted  to  an  union  with  God«  Th^ 
Knowledge,  which  terminated  in  itfelf,  funk  intp 
^the  loweft  hellj  while  that,  which  fought  th^ 
good  of  others,  tc5ok  its  feat  at  the  right  hand  of  tbft 
mod  High.  The  Knowledge  of  Satan  puffed  hiqi 
UP)  to  the  deftru^lion  of  himfelf  and  his  adherents.^ 
the  Love  of  God  built  up  the  church  of  the  rcdccn^ 
xd,  untofalvatlon  and  glory  everlafting. 

To  reverfe  the  fad  effects  of  a  vain  thirft  aftqf 
.Knowledge  in  our  firft  parent,  divine  Love  becamt 
.incarnate,  and  appeared  upon  earth  in  a  bodily  ihapf^ 
in  the  form  and  fa(hion  of  a  man,  <«  That  whicji 
was  from  the  beginning  the  difciples  heard,  they 
faw  with  their  eyes,  and  their  hands  handled  tb^ 
WooLof  life."  All  that  he  did,  and  all  that  he 
/uffcffL  ^^  did  and  fuffered,  becaufe  he  loved  uh 
for  the  good  of  his  church.  Not  for  his  own  ad- 
vai>tagej  but  for  us  men,  and  for  our  falvatioi^i 
he  came  down  from  heaven  ^  and  becaufe  he  ha4 
taken  upon  him  to  deliver  man,  therefore  he  di/l 
not  abhor  the  virgin's  womb.  For  the  uncircum- 
t:iiion  of  our  hearts  he  underwent  circumciCon  i 
and  to  waih  away  our  pollutions,  he  was  baptize^. 
Becaufe  man,  by  the  temptation  of  Knowledge,  was 
feduced  tojntidelity  and  difobedience,  he  encoun- 
tered and  overcame  th?  temper  by  tlie  word  Qt 
God,  and  by  Love,  keeping  the  commandments. 
Jehovah  by  his  prophet  Ifaiah  had  foretold  of  hin^y 
«<  By  his  knowledge  (hall  my  righteous  fervant  juf** 
tify  roeny."  The  end  of  his  Knowledge  was  to  be 
the  juftification  of  his  chofen.  And  the  promife 
was  fulfilled.  For  having  "  increafed  in  wifdom> 
he  went  about  doing  good."  His  learning  pro- 
duced not  a  morofe  felf-complacency,  but  a  lovely 
affability,  .Mid  a  defire  to  teach  others  the  gl^^ 

'  tiding! 
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tidings  of  joy.     The  treafures  of  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge were  not  fuffered  to  ruft  and  canker,  locked 
op  from  the  public  by  a  fupercitious  refervednefi, 
but  out  of  them  he  continually  difperfed  abroad^, 
and  gave  to  the  poor  in  fpxrit.     Of  thofe  who  came 
to  him  he  reje£led  none,  and  went  to  thofe  who 
came  not.     The  fun  at  its  rifing  found  the  good 
fhepherd  engaged  in  the  care  of  his  flock^  and  af- 
ter it  was  fct  he  did  not  forget  them ;  but  fpcnt 
his*  nights  in  praying  for  thofe,  whom  his  days 
were  employed  in  teachin'g.     If  his  wifdom  inftruc- 
ted  the  ignorant,  and  counfelled  the  doubtful,  his 
power  afforded  relief  to  the  broken  in  heart,  and 
difeafed  in  body,  forgiving  all  their  fins,  and  heal« 
ing  all  their  infirmities.     His  unwearied  diligeace 
in  a£ting  can  only  be  equalled  by  his  invincible  pa-* 
tience  in  fuffering.     Behold  lum  defpifed  and  re« 
jeAed  of  men,  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted 
with  grief.     Behold  him  without  guile,  condemned 
for  an  impoftor ;  without  fin,  fuftaining  the  puhifli- 
tnent  due  to  all  the  fin  that  ever  was  committed. 
He  was  wounded,  but  it  was  for  our  tranlgrefEons  ^ 
he  was  bruifed,  but  oup  iniquities  bruifed  him.   He 
carried  our  forrows,  becaufe  he  bore  our  fins,  in. 
his  own  body  on  the  tre^.     There  Love  regained 
what  pride  had  loft,  and  the  wound  made  in  our 
nature  by'theiruit  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledge,  was 
healed   by  the  leaves  oft  the  Tree  of  Life..    The- 
gates  of  Paradife  were  «gain  unbarred,   and   tho 
kingdom  of  heaven  opened  to  all  believers. 

To  combat  the  vain  wifdom  of  the  Gre.ek,  and 
the^fdf-juftifymg  arrogance  of  the  Jew,  the  Apos- 
tles were  fent  forth.  '*  The  Lord  gave  tht:  Word, 
great  was  the  company  of  thofe  who  publilhed  it.*^ 
The  Philiftine  held  not  David  in  greater  contempt^ 
than  was  poured  upon  them  by  the  Scribe  and  the 

T  difputo 
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4iiputec  of  this  world.  But  they  went  to  the  ^- 
t^ck,  as  David  did,  <^  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
JUofts ;"  and  therefore  the  fpear  and  the  fhield  wen^e 
rof  no  account  againft  them.  God  was  with  them, 
no  lefs  than  with  Ifrael  before  Jericho.  Again  the 
crumpet  founded,  the  walls  again  fell  fiat.  The 
flrong  holds  of  falfe  knowledge  could  not  i^and  be-* 
fore  the  Gofpel,  and  human  imagination  was  foon 
captivated  to  the  9bedience  of  Chrift.  Blafted  by 
Tthe  lightning  of  infpired  eloquence,  the  arm  of  falfe 
jihilofophy  withered,  and  loft  all  its  hold  on  the 
minds  of  men.  Then  kings  with.their  armies  did 
flee,  and  were  difcomfited.  They  were  aflembled 
againft  the  church,  as  clouds,  in  black  and  dark 
array,  portending  her  utter  deftru£lion ;  but  at 
God's  rebuke  they  fled ;  at  the  voice  of  his  word, 
miore  powerful  than  the  thunder  in  the  heavens^ 
they  pafled  by  together.  They  faw  the  effefts  of 
it,  and  fo  they  marvelled;  they  were  troubled,  an4 
hafted  away.  They  afted  the  parts  affigned  them 
for  a  time,  and  then  difappeared  from  the  ftage  for 
tver.  The  Roman  empire  wondered  to  fee  itfetf 
Chriftian ;  to  fee  the  crofs  exalted  in  triumph  ovet 
the  globe,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Chrift.  But 
what  was  it  that  gained  this  viftory  over  the  pride 
^f  earth  and  hell  i  What,  but  the  fame  aji-fufter- 
ing,  and  therefore  all-iubduing  Charity,  which 
taught  the  difciples  of  a  crucified  Jelus,  after  his 
example,  to  endure  all  things  "for  the  falvatibn  of 
their  brethren?  Infpired  with  that  love,  they  count- 
ed all  things,  which  the  world  could  give  thena^ 
but  lofs,  that  they  might  win  fouls  to  Chrift.  They 
irenounced  all  riches,  but  the  riches  of  grace ;  they 
fought  no  pleafure,  but  that  of  doing  their  duty; 

and  thought  it  honour  CuiCcient  to  ierve  Cod.   La^ 

hour. 


^    KNOWLEDGE  AND  CHARTlX  ^  aiy 

houTf  with  pcrfecution,  they  chofc  for  their  poiv 
tion  on  earth ;  and  looked  for  their  advancement^ 
with  their  Matter,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The" 
lamp,  kindled  in  their  hearts  by  the  celeftial  fire  of 
charity,  never  went  out  j  the  many  waters  of  afflic- 
tion could  not  quench  it,  neither  cpuld  the  floods 
t)f  perfecution  drown  it :  and  when  the  fury  of  thc^ 
oppreilbr  broke  the  earthen  veflel  that  contained 
it,  then  was  their  victory,  like  that  of  Gideon^. 
com  pleat,  ** 

If,  in  the  laft  phce,  we  view  the  unity  of  the 
primitive  church,  as  oppofed  to  the  fad  divifion^> 
and  difiradtions  finc^  produced  by  herefy  and  fchifmiy  ^ 
it  will  appear,  that  Charity  built  up  that  folid  and. 
durable  edifice,  fo  djfferent  from  the  airy  fantaftic 
firudlures  of  men  puffed  up  in  their  fleOily  minds. 
As,  to  the  formation  of  the  chuxxh,  the  Spirit  d&>' 
fcendcd  upon  the  difciples,  when  •*  they  were  all 
•with  one  accord  in  one  place,*'  fo,  in  like  manner,, 
after  mor^  were  added  to  theiii,  it  is  remarked,  for 
our  inftrudtion,  that  "  the  multitude  of  the  beli&- 
vers  were  of  one  heart  andpne  mind."     The  Spr*^ 
rit  of  unity  knit  all  the,  members  together,  infi*- 
much,  that  if  one  member  fuflPered^  the  reft  fym-- 
pathized  with  it,  and  th€*  honour  of  one  was  the 
glory  of  all.     Each  had  its  diftinft  oflice  in  a  due 
i'ubordination,    but  all  confpired  to  preferve  and. 
fupport  tbe  body,    to  which  all  were  neceffaryw 
And  thus  they  "  gi;/cw  up  into  him  in  all  things  who- 
is  thehead,  even  Chrift,  from  whom  the  whole  body 
fitly  joined  together,  and  compafted  by  that  which^ 
every  joint  fupplieth,    according  to  the    effeAual 
'Working  in  the  meafure  of  every  part,  made  in- 
creafe  of  the  body  to  the  edifyinj;  itfelf  in  Love*'* 

Wherefore,  I'eeing  we  are  compafTed  about  with: 
fo  great  a  cloud  of  wit neflcs  to  the  truth  of  both^ 
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the  propoiitions  contained  in  the  text,  all  the  inha^ 
bttants  of  heaven ,  and  the  generations  of  men,  and 
the  fpirits  in  the  infernal  prifon,  being  engaged  on 
the  fide  of  one  or  other  of  them,  what  remains^ 
but  that  we  endeavour  to  efcapr  l;he  punifhment^ 
by  avoiding  the  crime,  of  thofe  who  bear  a  mourn- 
ful teftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  former;  and  that 
we  ai'pire  after  the  reward,  by  copying  the  exam- 
ple, of  thofe  who  joyfully  attcft  the  certainty  of 
the  latter,  ft  is  our  happinefs  to'  live  in  an  IJni* 
v«rfity,  endowed  by  the  liberality  of  founders  and 
benefactors,  for  our  improvement  in  Knowledge. 
As  fuch  fhe  has  long  flourifhed,  and  her  renown 
has  gone  forth  into  all  lands.  Long  may  fhe  fo 
flourifh,  even  to  the  years  of  many  generations, 
and  lift  up  her  facred  towers,  as  long  as  the  fun 
9nd  the  moon  ihall  endure,  above  all  her  enemies 
round  about :  never  reduced  to  the  neceility  of  fub*- 
fifting  upon  her  former  reputation,  but  ftill,  reap- 
ing a  frefti  harveil  from  the  learning  of  her  chilf 
dren.  Upon  them  all  eyes  ^re  turned.  The  ad^' 
vantages  they  enjoy  of  devotion,  folitude,  lelfure, 
and  a  mutual  intercourfe  of  fludy-i— advantages  ex- 
tolled and  envied,  by  all,  but  fuch  as  have  negleft- 
cd  to  ufe  them — loudly  tall  upon  them  to  be  ever 
'vigilant,  and  moft  exceedingly  zealous  for  the  in- 
tercft  and  honour  of  their  common  parent ;  to  fee 
that  fhe  decline*  not  with  a  declining  world,  nor 
becoifie  infefted  with  the  corrupt  and  erroneous 
principles  of  a  licentious  and  ungodly  age;,  but  that 
ihe  follow  after  fuch  a  Knowledge  as  may  profit^ 
and  ufe  that  Knowledge  aright  unto  edification. 
For  if  even  the  itnowkdge  that  can  fave,  works 
deftnxdion,  unl^  brought  into  adtion  by  Charity, 
vhat  ihall  wc  fay,  in  the  day  when  we  are  judged, 
ihpiild  we  be  £o\m^  Iq  have  laboured  after  a  Kno«>* 

ledge. 
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ledge  that  cannot  fave  ?-Our  founders  (let  it  never 
be  forgotten)  were  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jeibi 
Chrill,  and  the  friends  of  mankind;  and  if  ever 
the  glory  of  the  xme,  and  the  good  of  the  other  di» 
refted  the  anions  of  any  men,  they  certainly  were 
the  motives  of  planting  thefc  illuflraious  fcmina- 
ries  af  truth  and  piety.  Let  the  Knowledge  that 
tends  to  promote  this  bleiTed  end,  fuch  a  Know» 
ledge  as  Charity  may  employ  to  the  ufe  of  edifying, 
be  therefore  the  grand  fubjeft  of  all  our  ftudies, 
and  the  daily  entertainment  of  our  moft  fcriou* 
thoughts.  This  wifdem  is  the  principal  things 
therefore  let  us  get  it  5  and  with  all  our  gettings 
let  us  get  this  underftanding.  And  when,  in  the 
well  fpent  hours  of  a  ftudious  retireme^rt,  we  fliall 
have  fecured  the  ineftimable  treafure,  let  Charity 
•go  forth,  and  diiperfe  it  abroad.  For  fo  the  blei^ 
fed  faint  of  this  day,  having  been  trained  to  know- 
ledge in  the  fchool  of  folitude,  was  called  forth  to 
action  upon  the  theatre  of  the  world.  Sequefter- 
ed,  for  a  feafon,  from  the  fcenes  of  vanity  and  ini- 
*  quity,  he  paflTed  his  firft  fears  in  the  recefles  of  the 
defert,  under  the  difcipline  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  thc. 
tuition  of  angels,  and  in  converfation  with  God  l^ 
meditation  and  prayer.  But  when,  in  the  provi-* 
dential  difpoikion  of  men  and  things,  the  day  came 
for  his  <<  ihewing  unto  IfiraeV  then  he  brake  forth 
like  a  dream  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or  the 
fun  from  a  cloud,  to  refrelh  the  thirfly  fiml  with 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gofpel,  and  enlighten  the 
world  with  the  glorious  truths  of  the  kingdom  of 
\heavcn.  Hereby  fliewing  us^  that  Knowledge  and 
Charity,  between  them,,  make  up  the  charafter  of. 
a  minifter  of  Chrift.  Charity  cannot  edify  without 
Knowledge;  nor  will  Knowledge  edify  without 
Charity.    Let  our  retirem^t,^  therefore^  refcmblc: 

thatk. 


